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From the Head’s Study
Dear Friends,

that the School can do more to reach out to all Old Tiffinians, so
please do keep an eye on this page for some new events based at the
School. If they succeed, then perhaps the profile of the OTA will
begin to change as well.
On this subject, the Tiffin Community Carol Service will be on
Wednesday 20th December in Kingston Parish Church at 7.30pm.
C u rrent parents, pupils, parents of Old Boys, Old Boys and friends of
the School are all very welcome. Afterwards there will be a gathering
in the Walden Hall, kindly hosted by the TPA. It would be lovely to
see as many of you there as possible and would set a good precedent
for some exciting new developments next year.

The Tiffin School Remembrance
Service is always a respectful,
moving and solemn event, when
our whole community is able to
pay its respects to all Old
Tiffinians who gave their lives
in the two world wars. This
year’s Service was particularly
poignant, as we were able to
remember three former students
whose names appear on the roll
of honour: Douglas Belcher VC,
Thomas Harrison and Frederick Christmas. The occasion Sean Heslop
was made more memorable, as each of these Tiffinians
was represented by family members, who laid wreaths at
the beginning of the ceremony. It was tremendously
powerful to see our current school community
witness this event and understand the history that has built
this school.
At this year’s Leavers’ Celebration we were delighted that
Dr David Starkey, the historian and broadcaster, was able
to join us. In his address to the School he referred to Tiffin
as a ‘living tradition’, an institution that was proud of its
are invited to the School Carol Service
foundation, establishment and history, but did not hide
behind it and looked to the future to continually re-invent
in Kingston Parish Church, at 7.30 pm
itself, renew itself and find new meaning and
significance. Tiffin School at the beginning of the twentyfirst century is obviously a ve ry different organisation
on Wednesday, 20th December,
from the one envisaged by our Founders in 1638 or the
Tiffin School that was built on The Fairfield in 1880 or
and afterwards at a
the one that moved here in 1929. And, to use David
Starkey’s phrase, the School will continue to change,
move forwards and develop.
So, when I addressed those who attended this year’s OTA
Annual Dinner, I wanted to underline the School’s
commitment to all Old Tiffinians. I was not surprised by
the ve ry small number who had actually been back to the
School recently. Nor was I surprised that many Old Boys
in the Walden Hall from around 9.00 pm
do not really know what is going on at the School. The
pages of this publication attempt to keep you informed,
but there is a big difference between reading about a
LICENSED BAR - PARKING AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS
forthcoming event and actually being there. I do believe

All Old Tiffinians
and Friends

Reunion
Gathering

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 7th December
• OTA Social Lunch
• Instrumental Concert (St Luke’s)

Friday 8th December
• First Night of Carmen (Covent Garden)

11th - 16th December
• School Drama Production

Wednesday 13th December
• Judge Cup (cross-country)

Wednesday 20th December
• Carol Service 7.30pm Parish Church,
followed by the usual Reunion at the
School (Walden Hall) from 9.00pm
Parking available all evening at the
School (London Road)

Thursday 21st December
• Te rm ends

Saturday 23rd December
• TYO Christmas Concert
Church)

(Parish

Wednesday 3rd January
• OT Golf at West Byfleet

Friday 5th January
• Britten’s War Requiem (St Paul’s)

Monday 8th January
• Spring Te rm begins

Saturday 13th January
• Thames Youth Orchestra (Parish
Church)

Thursday 25th January
• Instrumental Concert (School Hall)

Thursday 1st Febru a ry
• Choir Concert (St Luke’s Church)

Thursday 8th Febru a ry
• Woodwind & Brass Competition

Thursday 15th Febru a ry
• Gig Night (School Hall)

Monday 19th Febru a ry
• School Half Term week

Thursday 8th March
• Strings Competition

Thursday 29th March
• OTA Social Lunch

Friday 30th March
• OT Golf & AGM at Surbiton
Spring Term ends

Tuesday 17th April
• Summer Term begins
( F u rther details of school events can be
found later in this newsletter or on
www.tiffin.kingston.sch.uk)

Chairman
Dear Old Tiffinian,
One of the more disappointing aspects of modern life for me is
the seemingly inexorable drift towards secularism. It has been,
therefore, a particular pleasure for me to participate in a
Christian Service at the School. I was privileged to represent the
OTA at the Remembrance Service, and to lay a wreath
honouring the Old Tiffinian dead from WW2. It was especially
poignant to be with the senior schoolboys, who, as the Head
pointed out, were not much younger than many of their
predecessors who had died in service.
By an evocative initiative by the Head, this year’s Service was
particularly special: three of the Tiffinian dead of the two World Wars were represented by
members of their families, who also laid wreaths. A report by John King (Senior Assistant
Head) on the School’s acts of remembrance, including more on the unusual attendance by
these families, is given on a later page.
My thanks go out to Dickie Rumble, Stu Vidler and Huck Wright for their sterling work
in organising the Annual Dinner which was held again this year at Malden Golf Club; and
to Bill Webb, who was, once again, our vocal and eloquent toastmaster.
At the AGM Tony Millard retired from his role as Chairman of the Ground Company, and
all our thanks are extended to him for his long service in Tiffinian affairs: a successor must
be found. I had the honour of being re-elected Chairman of the OTA, and Ravi Kamineni
also agreed to serve another year as Vice-Chairman; this continuity will give some
stability to the process of finding solutions to the problems at Grists.
Your Council appointed planning consultants to review the situation in relation to
development of our land: my assessment of the effect of their advice is given opposite.
The essential conclusion must be that to realise any sum from development would take
time measurable in years; would cost money which could easily eliminate the net worth
of the OTA and, therefore, could not be achieved without a development agreement with
a third party; and the whole process is inherently risky. I continue to believe that the
rationalisation of the pavilion facilities of the School and the OTA at Grists is the desirable
objective: how to get there is the problem awaiting a solution. With all this in mind, several
initiatives are being pursued.
There has been some good news during the summer in relation to the Ground Company’s
finances. A letting has been achieved of the Dean Pavilion to the nursery of the
Montessori School in Molesey. The terms are good, and if the letting becomes a long term
one our finances will receive a welcome boost. We must beware of believing that this
good news means that our problems are extinguished, for they are too deep-seated to be
turned around by this single event: we are thankful, however, for being able to tread water
a while longer. The letting was brought to us by the initiative of a good friend of the OTA
- Dennis Mardon - who also supervised the necessary work to the kitchen in order to
secure the business: this will be funded from the Peter Smith appeal. We have here two
excellent examples of volunteering.
Evidently the Cricket Club continues to struggle to find sufficient players to secure both
Saturday and Sunday matches next summer. This is a serious issue, and I wish the section
well in either recruiting new players or merging with another club facing similar problems.
The cost of providing cricket squares is considerable, and in the straightened
circumstances at Grists there can be no certainty of its indefinite provision.
The Ground Company is not the only body in great need of new volunteers (it would be
good to see young men from the Rugby section emerging): our Secretary, Stuart Lester,
has informed us that he will be retiring from the role at the 2007 AGM. Stuart has given
exe m p l a ryservice to the OTA and to the School over many years, from which he deserves
some respite. We need a volunteer to take over as Secretary: please give it some thought.

Yours in fellowship,
HOWARD MALLINSON

Grists - an Update
Our planning consultants have now reported and, based on this and on
consultations with Elmbridge Council, the situation is this. Our land is
designated in the Local Plan as Strategic Open Urban Land - a sort of
island of green in an otherwise built-up area - and our present sports use
of the site conforms with its designation. There is practically no
commercial use of the site that would not conflict with its Plan status.
Access to the site is also an issue: any intensification of the use of the
Summer Avenue access would not be welcomed: the corollary is that a
consolidation of the two accesses by concentrating on the School’s
access in Summer Road would have obvious benefits, which may be
recognised favourably in any new planning application.
The site footprints of the two pavilions (which are a permitted use) could
be consolidated into one without an objection per se from the Planning
Authority. The greater part of the site is shown in the Local Plan as liable
to flood: in itself this will probably rule out residential development,
except on a small area to the south-west of the site. The Environment
Agency manages the issue of flood risk, and the difficulties sit on top of
the planning matters.
In any redevelopment scheme of any size, such as one to include
residential and commercial use, the question of access from the
Hampton Court Way (‘HCW’) must be considered. The highway
authority is Surr ey County Council: it is practically certain that no new
junction would be allowed on the HCW. The junction of Summer Road
with the HCW has a certain notoriety: a roundabout has been considered
by the authorities, but evidently there is insufficient publicly owned land
to provide the required space.
A planning application that does nothing other than reorganise the
existing sports facilities and consolidate our pavilions (a project whose
appropriateness is easier to see than how it is to be funded) may be an
achievable end. Any planning application involving a change of use
would be recommended for refusal by Elmbridge officers. Whether a
scheme would be accepted by the Members is quite another matter, bu t
unless there were perceived to be some public sector benefit which was

s u p p o rted locally, it is unlikely that the officers’ recommendation to
refuse would be overturned. This means, and the conclusion is pretty
secure, there is no prospect of a successful application for a change of
use which does not involve first a refusal by Elmbridge and then their
refusal being overturned by a Planning Inspector: not impossible, but a
tall order. This major difficulty would have to be preceded by a review
by the Environment Agency and Surr ey County Council, and any
objections by either one or both of them to a scheme would involve its
reworking. In addition to all this, local support could only be achieved
by the execution of a well-planned consultation procedure, involving
elected representatives and a responsive attitude to reasonable objections
by neighbours and others. In all the considerations about the future of
Grists the School’s affairs and our own are necessarily mixed up
together: a consensual approach is essential - it can be no other way.
Redevelopment of part of the Grists site for residential use has been
thought of before: has anything changed? On the face of it, from a
technical point of view nothing has changed, save perhaps that there is a
greater concern about residential development in flood plains - and the
Environment Agency seems to take longer over their deliberations.
What may have changed for the better is the prospect of success on
appeal, where residential use is proposed (always assuming the case has
been well thought through and presented). This view is highly
speculative. What can be said with greater certainty is that the prospect
of a successful planning application for change of use is a distant one;
and one which would require resources of cash and skills which are
beyond our means: the corollary is that we could not go forward without
some partnering with a developer or other competent third party.
In the medium term our consultants have suggested that we seek an
amendment to the Local Plan to include residential use or indoor sport ,
but this would be no straightforward matter and, in any event, we do not
have the resources to embark on the process.
HOWARD MALLINSON
Chairman

Editor
Obituaries have, alas, rather dominated my postbag since the last issue. In the previous nine months I was naturally pleased that we had only two
obituaries to publish. Since then, though, I have heard of TWELVE deaths (though not all recent). Four of these were former colleagues on the School
Staff (so I am getting rather wo rried). Many readers were moved by the mention in our last issue of the deaths of Keith Southan and of Eddie Bruck.
As a consequence, an unusual number of emails and letters have been received. I make no apology for making space for these. Several other
obituaries will appear in the next edition.
Our announced intention to chronicle the history of the Scouts at Tiffins seems to have evoked a great deal of interest - so much so, that some
contributions have had to be held over till next time.
The recent AGM and Annual Dinner gave us the opportunity to thank our Chairman, Howard Mallinson, for the excellent job he has been doing and fortunately continues to do.
The Tiffinian Community has cause to be ve ry grateful indeed to Tony Millard, who is now standing down as a Director and Chairman of the Ground
Company. Somewhat behind the scenes, Tony, in conjunction with his small team of Directors, has worked tirelessly for many years, to provide
adequate changing accommodation and playing surfaces, using the extremely limited financial resources available. Well done, Tony! A worthy
successor to the first Ground Company Chairman, Bert Saunders.
C o n gratulations to the Tiffin Sports Staff on the recent award of SportsMark Status to the School. Chessington Community College is the only other
Kingston school to achieve this status.
Having now completed a third year in this job of Editor without too many complaints, I should like to thank all those who have contributed items,
including of course my colleagues at the School.
Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our readers.
BRIAN HOLDEN

Letters
The letters below all relate
to scouting and are placed
in chronological order
(more next time).
Dear Brian,
So far as I know the idea of a School Scout Troop originated from the
Headmaster, Mr Dean. He asked Arthur Hewlett, who had recently
joined the School Staff, to form one. As a schoolboy, Arthur had been a
member of the Roan School Scout Troop. The Boy Scout Association
recognises Troops formed exclusively from one community (‘closed
Troops’), but I have not heard of any special conditions upon them. I
know of no other school Troop in Surrey, although it is difficult to
imagine without one Charterhouse School, where the late Lord BadenPowell, chief Scout, was educated.
No doubt Arthur told me of the Head’s request - and of his delighted
agreement - on one of our walks home together after school. (We both
lived in the same area.) I certainly remember, with other boys, handing
round cups of tea to members of the Kingston upon Thames Scout
Executive Committee, when they held a one-off meeting at the School.
W. J. Lucas, a master at the School for the whole of his professional life,
who had a great interest in the Scout movement, was the only non-Scout
member. He wrote an interesting article on ‘The New Scout Troop’ in
the ‘Tiffinian’ of the Spring Term 1927.
From that article I learned that, with 42 members, the Troop was larger
than had been expected, in fact larger than desirable. There was also a
waiting list. The article also reminds members of their responsibility to
remember the privilege of their membership. With so great a show of
enthusiasm, Arthur feared the reminder might be regarded as insulting,
but it was timely. In the first year of the Troop’s life a Court of Honour
(Scout equivalent of a Court Martial) was convened, and a member who
preferred his own ideas of Scouting to the official interpretation was
summarily expelled - to the benefit of the Troop.
As well as blue or khaki shorts and a khaki wide-brimmed hat, uniforms
could incorporate a blue or khaki shirt. Arthur chose navy corduroy
shirts, a shirt and scarf of the same colour. Scarves could be of any
colour, so, in a departure I have never heard of any where else, for white
tie occasions we wore white scarves.
Arthur’s article also gratefully acknowledges a loan from the School’s
Emergency Fund, which enabled the Troop to buy tents and cooking
pots, the basic camping equipment we needed.
I have no idea at all of Troop finances. There were pre-camp payments
to meet the cost of our food, but, remarkably enough, I have no
recollection of any entrance fee or subscription. The head Geography
master acted as Troop Treasurer during his short time at the School, but
when he left I do not remember his being replaced. W. J. Lucas died
before I left School, but I heard of no bequest to the Troop nor to any
member of it. (On a walk westward to join my mother on holiday, I
found his grave in the cemetery at Ringwood, the town where he died
while his brother’s guest.)
Early among the communal activities of the Troop Arthur introduced
COUNTRY DANCING ! It is some indication of his hold upon us that
we accepted the activity, if not with enthusiasm, most certainly with very
good grace, and, surprisingly soon, those with two left feet having been
painlessly removed, a body of us was able to move with pleasing
unanimity, performing the steps laid down in the book of words. Arthur
must have been heartened on one Scout occasion, when another
Scoutmaster, one of several present, admitted that an attempt to get his
little horro rs similarly interested was met with mutiny and a blank
refusal. I am quite sure that Arthur’s being a master at the School had
nothing to do with our acceptance.

The first camp by members of the Troop was over Easter weekend 1927,
when Arthur and his younger brother took the Patrol Leaders under
canvas on the farm of Thompson’s father by the Mole at Walton. The
next was an occasion for all the Troop, when all the Surrey scouts
camped together on Ranmore Common, an annual fixture. Thus we felt
ready for two weeks in the summer holidays on Ober Heath in the New
Forest. All the gear Arthur had bought was lightweight, so we carried
everything. Probably only Arthur had a sleeping-bag. For most of us
our bed was two blankets very tightly rolled, the ends being tied together
to make a horse-collar. Through the central hole one poked head and
right arm. PLs carried the patrol tent, also rolled and tied over the right
shoulder. Cooking pots, carried by two boys, contained all that would
go in them. All had two handles and could be carried by two boys. I
cannot remember if the ration party consisted of volunteers or not.
Probably not; it seems likely Arthur would have detailed a patrol for the
task. At any rate, after a sandwich lunch, six of us emptied our
rucksacks and, guided (as we had been from Brockenhurst Station) by
W. J. Lucas, went to the village to collect the basic food for two weeks.
Milk would be bought from a nearby keeper, at whose cottage bread
would be left for us at each delivery.
For two years Arthur took us to the New Forest. In the third summer he
took the Troop to France (at a time when I was writing up pass-books at
a branch bank in Battersea.
These, as I saw them, were the very ordinary beginnings of the School
Scout Troop.
Yours sincerely,
Martin Summers (1929)
Dear Brian,
I started at Tiffin School in September 1934, having passed the
‘scholarship’ from Bonner Hill School, Kingston. I joined the Scout
Troop in September 1935 at the age of 12. The Scoutmaster was Tom
Jukes and his assistant was Peter Williams. The Scout Hut was that
shown in the September ‘Tiffnews’ - it was
situated by the London Road entrance of the
School. It would appear that the hut was
transferred from the St. Joseph’s Catholic
School in November 1930 and rebuilt on the
present site. It remained in use - maybe for a
while by the A r my gun crew (stationed on the
school field) or by the scouts - until 1960 when
Keith Southan supervised the rebuilding of the
hut, which was eventually demolished in 1991.
The hut of 1931-1960 contained an entrance
space at the London Road end and a large room for scouting activities,
with storage accommodation for equipment and photographs etc. for
each patrol. At the Elmfield end was a smaller room used by Patrol
Leaders (and maybe Patrol Seconds). The Court of Honour was held
here. Between the two rooms there was a store for tents and other
camping equipment.
At first I was a ‘tenderfoot’, until I passed a few tests, when I was
enrolled. Most of the Troop meeting was devoted to training for scout
tests - first the Second Class badge - fire lighting with two matches (in
the woods by the hut), estimation, compass etc, tested by the Troop
officers. Then came the more difficult First Class subjects - first aid,
signalling etc., for which testing was by external scouters or recognised
people. I recall being tested for signalling at the Leander Sea Scouts
by the river. Life was not all work, however - there was plenty of ‘fun
and games’.

Meanwhile we worked for badges. Six badges entitled you to green and
yellow cords and twelve gained you red cords. I recall I gained nine,
including four - namely ambulance, pathfinder, interpreter (French) and
cyclist - which entitled me to the King’s Scout badge. My First Class
hike was done over two days with Stewart Hall (1940), who now in 2006
remains a friend.
In the photo, taken in 1938, the white parade scarf is being worn.
In 1936 or 1937 Eric Brown (biology master) joined Tiffins and was an
enthusiastic and devoted Scoutmaster, supported by his wife, especially
at camps. There were, in my time, four summer camps :
1936 Balcombe, Sussex, when it rained nine days out of ten ! We visited
Gatwick.
1937 Brockenhurst in the New Forest - splendid weather
1938 Kingston, Dorset - main activity: collecting fossils in the cliffs.
1939 Betteshanger, Sandwich, Kent. Visited Richborough Castle.
I became a Patrol Leader (of the Kingfishers) in 1938 and was therefore
a PL at the 1939 Camp, along with Jack Travis, and Arthur Hollman
(later to become an eminent cardiologist). Around January 1940 when
I left School, I joined the Tiffin Rover Scout Crew. A small group of us
met in the little house by the London Road entrance.
Without doubt the Tiffin Troop under SM Eric Brown was very active
and highly regarded in the District. A report of their activities (by
D.H.Bryan!) appeared in ‘The Tiffinian’ and was awarded ‘special
mention’, but with the onset of war there were no prizes in 1939 !
Yours sincerely
Doug Bryan (1940)
Dear Brian,
I personally was in the Scout Troop from 1940 until 1945, all of it during
wartime. Mr E C Brown, Biology Master, was our Scoutmaster (known
as ‘Sam’ or sometimes as ‘Bruin’). The Troop was divided into six
patrols, one of which was the Peewits, which I joined as No. 7, with
Arthur Hollman as my Patrol Leader. (Arthur subsequently gained a
Hambledon Award and went on to become a heart surgeon.)
As there was no Rover Crew during the war, since 18 year-olds got
called up, those of us approaching 16 or so, such as Derek Angwin,
‘Spot’ Coussell and myself, were made ‘Instructors’, to allow others to
aspire to becoming Patrol Leaders and alleviate ‘crowding’ at the top.

using cord for the knots colour-stained with eosin, picric acid etc
borrowed from the biology lab.
Summer scout camps and Jamborees were discontinued during the war,
so Sam Brown organised Farm Camps, in which the whole school could
take part, in order to help farmers with their harvests at peak labour
times. Those of us in the Scout Troop would normally form the core of
camp workers, doing the cooking, making up packed lunches (the local
baker provided special 4 lb loaves for us), carrying out fi rst aid,
organizing toilet facilities, tents, repairs, etc. Sam Brown’s wife was
also present and additionally acted in locum parentis, helping with the
younger boys, who occasionally got homesick. These camps would
continue for about six weeks, and each morning groups of boys would
set off on their bicycles with packed lunches to a number of the local
farms to carry out various tasks, such as the following :
Spud Bashing - following the tractor-towed ‘spinner’ which spun
potatoes onto the surface for picking up by hand - one of the least
popular jobs, since it was quite back-breaking.
Threshing - tending a large stationary threshing machine, driven by a
traction engine via a long belt. Two boys were required to load stooks
of corn into the top, while two were employed under the machine to
clear the chaff which was deposited on the ground. This was a filthy job
needing a handkerchief tied round the mouth and nose, and it rapidly
got black with dust. One boy was employed moving the sacks of wheat
as they were filled. Each sack weighed 2 cwt. (102kg) when full, and so
were quite heavy to lift and carry away.
Hay Raking - the tractor-driven reaper cut the hay which lay where it
fell, to dry for some days, and it was then raked into rows for further
drying and turning, to be followed by the binder, to turn the hay into
bales. On one farm, we operated a horse-drawn rake which was a
favourite sitting-down job, needing only the operation of the lifting gear
(with hand and foot pedal) to lift the rake and form rows of hay.
Collecting the bales, as they were ejected from the binder, then followed,
and they then had to be thrown up onto a horse-drawn hay cart.
The government paid for our services, and I remember that, after the
deductions for food etc, this worked out at 1.1d per hour (just under half
a ‘new’ penny) ! Still, beer and cider were about 4d (1.7p) a pint, and
the local pub had to turn a blind eye to the ages of its seasonal influx of
young patrons
Very best wishes.
Jim Swift (1945)

Normal troop activities took place during term time, with occasional
week-end camps at such places as Polyapes (Oxshott) and Walton Firs.
The trek-cart would be loaded with tents, food, cooking utensils and
other paraphernalia and would be pulled by four boys on bicycles, two
at the front on either side of the shaft, plus two pushing from the sides.
Fortunately, other road traffic was very light, though we did occasionally
have to pull into the side, when confronted by an oncoming convoy of
tanks, or barrage-balloon lorries returning to their base at Chessington.
One of our activities was able to flourish in a way no longer possible,
and that was star recognition. Because of the blackout, the Milky Way
and the constellations stood out beautifully.
Mr Stedman, who lived at Cobham, was the Scout Commissioner for
Surrey. He was also an examiner for several badges, and we got to
know him over the years. Our main rivals were the 1st KH (the First
Kingston Hill) Troop.
At one stage during the war, the Troop had to move to the Lovekyn
Chapel, since the Scout Hut was taken over by the Army to house their
Bofors gun crews.
My one memento of the Troop was a wall-mounted knotting board I
made on a rectangular piece of plywood with the corners trimmed off,

The photo above shows (back row) Peter Dean, Jim Swift,
Ken Madge, and (front row) Derek Angwin, E.C. Brown,
Dicky (Spot) Coussell
( F u rther letters accompany the Obituaries later in this newsletter.)

OT Golf Society

Tiffinian Lodge

It has to be said that we were unlucky with the weather for our
Summer meeting at Rusper. The nine golfers playing in the
morning round just got very wet, making good golf more than a
little difficult. The Steeper Tr o p hy was won by Allan Piggott
with a very creditable 35 points. Graham Fitchett was second on
count-back, also with 35 points, and Dillwyn Rosser third with 34.
These were all great scores, considering the weather and course
conditions.

We have now embarked on our 95th year as a Masonic lodge, and at our
first meeting of the year, in October, David Jagger was installed as
Master in an impressive ceremony. He is the first Master in our long
h i s t o rywho has held that office in this Lodge for a second time. We are
all looking forward to a great year with David at the helm, and we have
certainly started off in superb style.

Eighteen players then played the afternoon round, just as the rain
got even heavier. Nevertheless, John Edney had a good round (33
points) to win the Ford Plate, with Jim Tink second (31) and
Dillwyn Rosser third again. The nine-hole prizes were taken by
Duncan Knowles and Allan Piggott. Duncan also won the prize for
being ‘nearest the pin’.
H o p e f u l ly, members will have already noted the meetings so far
arranged for 2007. These are:
Wednesday 3rd Ja nuary - Bre a k f a s t , golf and lunch at
West Byfleet
Friday 30th March - Afternoon golf, dinner and AGM at
Surbiton

In our second meeting of the year, in November, we were honoured to
receive W Bro Peter Bullock as our Official Visitor. He witnessed a
beautifully performed ceremony of initiation, as we welcomed Maurice
Powell into the Lodge as a new member, and a thoroughly enjoyable
evening was had by all, both in the ceremony and at the dinner
following.
The Lodge recently donated for the School Hall a suitable plaque,
commemorating the outstanding valour of Lance-Sergeant Douglas
Belcher VC, the only Tiffinian to gain this distinction. We were
well represented by our Master and several members at the
School’s Remembrance Service on 10th November, to which members
of Douglas Belcher’s
family were invited. (See
John King’s report on
another page)

We would be pleased to welcome new members to any or all of
these meetings. I can be contacted on 01372-274441 or at
alan.daunt@lineone.net

We are indeed looking
forward to a successful year
of interest and pleasure,
and would urge any Old
Tiffinian, any member or
ex-member of staff or any
Courtesy of the Surrey Comet
gove rnor or past governor
of the school who may have
an interest in masonry to contact me, the Lodge Secretary, on 020 8979
0107, or at mikebeckerman@talktalk.net when I shall be happy to
answer any questions and give any further information.

ALAN (GUS) DAUNT

MICHAEL BECKERMAN

T h u rs d ay 3rd May - A f t e rnoon against Old Kingstonians at
Ty r rells Wood
Tuesday 19th June - Afternoon match against Old
Surbitonians at The Drift
Friday 6th Ju ly - Surrey Schools OB competition at
Clandon Regis

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our forty-eighth Lunch was held on Thursday 12th October at our usual venue, viz.
the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surr ey.
Those present were :Dennis Barnard, David Baron, David Chaffey, Dan Godfrey, Brian Gosling,
Brian Holden, David Jagger, Ken Jenkins, Ted Key, Greer Kirkwood,
Howard Mallinson, John Phillips, Roy Rathbone, Stan Slinger, Jim Swift,
Howard Watson & John Wright.
Although setting a long table for 20 at our Autumn lunch, the numbers dwindled to
17 on the day.
Still, a ve ry good
number to enjoy
our regular meal.
We were pleased
to see David Jagger, up from Sussex, now that he has retired. One of our apologies
was from Ray Hewitt-Taylor, who is staying in bed after an ankle injury.
The Christmas date will be Thursday 7th December - always well attended (23 last
year). The Spring date is Thursday 29th March.
All are welcome, and, if you wish to attend and bring guests, please let me know on
01483 850705. Early notification will be appreciated.
(Photos are thanks to Dan Godfrey, our Official Lunch Photographer!)
GREER KIRKWOOD

OT Football Club
The new season is now underway but the Club is still seeking to
recruit new players, to improve playing strengths and cover for
injuries. New playe rs of all standards are always we l c o m e.
If you would like to play Saturd ay afternoon football, then
please contact Club Secre t a r y, Errol Walker, in the first
instance on 07984 473 074.
On the playing front, results so far across the Club can only be
described as moderate, but players are sticking to the task and
enjoying the wins when they come. The Firsts have recruited a
number of new young players to their cause and, whilst they have
already been eliminated from the Cup competitions, they are
holding their own in the League. The 2s have been hit hard by
injuries and have finished several games with only 10 players left
on the pitch, having already used all their subs. In struggling to put
out a settled team, results have been hard to come by, and their exit
from the Cup competitions in the first rounds has been followed by
defeats in the League against teams which we could beat with a
full-strength side. Howeve r, the team are hopeful of turning their
season around, having at last achieved a first victory in the League
(18th Nov).
Following a lack of team organisation and administration, the Club
has again resorted to swapping sides around after the start of the
season, and last ye a r ’s 3rd team are now this ye a r ’s 4th team and vice
versa. We are pleased that Paul Cotterell has stepped forward to
t a ke on the new 4s, and now both 3rd and 4th teams are achiev i n g
some success in the League and playing at the right leve l s .
Following a win in their first League game, the 5s have reg i s t e r e d

defeats in the last four and are struggling at the foot of the tabl e .
The Vets are we l l - o rganised and getting into the habit of winning.
Results to 18th Nov 2006
1sts - AFC Division - Senior One. Captain - John Atkinson
P
W
D
L
F
A
GD
Pts
6
3
0
3
9
16
-7
9
2nds - AFC Division - Three South. Captain - Steve Johnson
P
W
D
L
F
A
GD
Pts
7
1
1
5
10
18
-8
4
3rds - AFC Division - Four South. Captain - Julius Miller
P
W
D
L
F
A
GD
Pts
7
4
0
3
12
14
-2
12
4ths - AFC Division - Seven South. Captain - Paul Cotterell
P
W
D
L
F
A
GD
Pts
6
3
0
3
7
15
-8
9
5ths - AFC Division - Eleven South. Captain - John Dickinson
P
W
D
L
F
A
GD
Pts
6
1
0
5
13
27
-14
3

You can follow all our fixtures and results on the League we b s i t e
www.amateurfootballcombination.com
Good luck to all players and teams for a successful and enjoy a ble
season.
STEVE JOHNSON

Book Column
‘Guildford via Cobham: The Origins and Impact of a Country Railway’
by Howard Mallinson
The book deals with the history and building of the railway line from Surbiton via Cobham to Guildford. As such it might seem yet another
of the many railway books published for enthusiasts, but that is far from the case. This is a serious, well-researched academic study, but it is
not a dry academic text either, being clearly written in a lucid style which will appeal to the general reader as much as the serious. It clearly
sets out the context for the building of the railway and then studies the economic impact upon the rural communities through which it passed.
The building of the main line from Nine Elms to Surbiton and Woking in 1838 is explained, including Kingston’s refusal to accept the railway.
Surbiton’s gr owth as the world’s first commuter settlement is a direct result of Kingston’s refusal. There then followed numerous attempts to
get a railway to Kingston, which was finally achieved in 1861 (with a line from Richmond), and then a line from (New) Malden in 1869.
The London & South We s t e rn Railway provided a poor service to Waterloo from Kingston, and there was further agitation for a separate route
into London. Landowners in Surr ey proposed a railway from Guildford via Kingston to connect with the recently opened District Railway’s
extension at Fulham, giving access to the underground railway to the City at Mansion House.
A lack of finance on the part of the District Railway and the LSWR’s loathing of competition resulted in the LSWR building the compromise
railway we see today. No previous book has gone into such depth on the building of this line, but where it differs from many other railway
books is in the study of the impact upon each of the villages in terms of population, development and the changing economy. This is clearly
assessed with much insight into the national (and indeed international) forces at work. Mr Mallinson successfully blends several different
themes in this work to produce a real understanding of the changes brought about by the building of the line.
The book will appeal to a wide range of people including local historians, transport historians, geographers and those interested in topographical
studies. It is well illustrated, with over 150 illustrations, including photographs of the building of the line (most of which have never been
published before). Numerous photographs show the various villages with ‘then and now’ illustrations, as well as a selection of modern colour
prints. There are many maps showing the different proposed routes (which, again, have never been published). The author includes an
annotated bibliography which directs the reader to other sources. The book has already been well received by transport historians, as well as
being reviewed in the Surr ey Comet.
For anybody wishing to understand the local area and how it comes to be as it is, then this book provides a clear insight and overview of our
landscape and how the railways have played such an important part in its shaping.
JPK
Published by the author 2006 (ISBN 0-9543934-2-2) 278 pages £25 + £5 postage
The above review has been kindly supplied by Mr John King, Senior Assistant Head at Tiffins, whose knowledge of the subject is considerable (Ed.)

People
FRANK ANDREWS (1950) regrets that he is too far away to attend
the OTA Annual Dinner, as he lives in Sandwich, East Kent. His last
train leaves London at around 9pm. He has never lost his interest in
things Tiffinian, and one of his colleagues at Canterbu ry Cathedral has
two grandsons at the School, so that helps keep him up to date with
news of Tiffins. He remembers well Colin Ritchie, who was mentioned
in the September ‘Tiffnew s ’. They were in the same Fo rm together.
Several years ago Frank was the author of an important article based on
his computer-aided research into the pollbooks of Sandwich 1831-68.
He traced the voting history of individual voters over a period of time.
Sandwich was eventually disenfranchised in 1881 for gross corruption,
which had a long history in the borough, and the analysis gives some
indication which groups of voters were most likely to have been
influenced by cash considerations.
PETER ANSELL (1957) is now, it seems, practising as a dentist in the
Portuguese Algarve ! What could be nicer (except NOT practising as a
dentist) ? Tom Ringham (1950) says his sister (a former Tiffin Girl)
came across him by chance, when she needed dental treatment out there.
We can imagine that a good deal of reminiscing must have been done
between drillings. Another of those amazing coincidences we keep
hearing about ! If you need your teeth fixing in Quinto do Largo, you
now know where to go - and possibly get a discount !
ANTONY BEST (1982), Senior Lecturer in
I n t e rnational History at the LSE, continues to
enhance his reputation as a specialist in AngloJapanese relations. The September 2006 issue of
the ‘Historical Journal’ contained a major article
by Antony entitled ‘The Ghost of the AngloJapanese Alliance: an Examination into Historical
Myth-making’. Britain’s decision in 1921 to
t e rminate its alliance with Japan is often held to be
a major blunder that helped to pave the way to the Pacific War. The
article points out, in a well-researched and closely reasoned argument,
that it was a myth that the alliance represented a particularly close
partnership. He makes the point that myths in general create obstacles
to research, because they obscure historical events with a web of
rhetoric, and they can allow what was once a controversial opinion to
become widely accepted and repeated.
His main fields of research interests lie in the Origins of the Pacific War;
the International History of East Asia; the History of Modern Japan, and
Intelligence and International History. Recent publications include
‘British Intelligence and the Japanese Challenge in Asia, 1914-1941’
(Palgrave/Macmillan, 2002); ‘Economic Appeasement or Economic
Nationalism?: A Political Perspective on the British Empire, Japan and
the Rise of Intra-Asian Trade, 1933-37’ and ‘The Royal Dimension in
Anglo-Japanese Relations, 1919-1941’ He is also a co-author of ‘An
International History of the Twentieth Century’ (Routledge, 2004) [cowritten with J. Hanhimaki, J. Maiolo and K.E. Schulze]. In addition to
the above he has written a number of scholarly articles, including
‘Intelligence, Diplomacy and the Japanese Threat to British Interests,
1914-41’, ‘Economic Appeasement or Economic Nationalism?: A
Political Perspective on the British Empire, Japan and the Rise of IntraAsian Trade, 1933-37’.
Antony studied for his undergraduate degree at the University of Leeds
before moving to London, where he studied for his PhD at the London
School of Economics. He joined the LSE as a Lecturer in 1989. (See
also the 2003/04 edition of ‘The Tiffinian’ p.97)
ANDREW BISWELL (1988) has now had published a paperback
version of his ‘Real Life of Anthony Burgess’ (featured in the September
2005 edition of ‘Tiffnew s ’). The review in the ‘Daily Telegraph’of 11th
November states: “The author picks over the bones with modesty and
care. Biswell is respectful of Burgess’s prodigious ability and
understanding of his frailties. Through its fair-minded, attentive
scholarship, this biography achieves a sort of grace all its own”.
PAUL BOURNE (1985) has been directing the great classical actress
Janet Suzman in a new play, ‘Frobisher’s Gold’. Paul is a founder and
director of Menagerie, a theatre company committed to finding /

commissioning and producing new plays. Paul and Frank Whately
( f o rmer Head of Drama at Tiffins) met up for a good chat after a
p e r f o rmance. Janet Suzman has an honorary doctorate from Kingston
University and is a collaborator with Frank on the Rose Theatre and
other projects associated. When at Tiffins, Paul played Launce in ‘The
Two Gentlemen of Verona’, amongst other roles.
JOE BRAIDWOOD (2003), now studying at Selwyn College,
Cambridge, gained a First in last year’s Law exam Pa rt 1b. He was
consequently elected a Scholar and, as the only person in the first three
years to gain a First, was awarded one of the College’s law prizes. In the
summer he worked at a well-known City law fi rm and also for the BBC.
He spent a week at BBC London and a few days at BBC World Service.
While there, shadowing a newsreader, he came up with the idea of
founding a podcast for Cambridge. The Cambridge newspaper
‘Varsity’ said he could start one and invited him to be Online Editor. He
has found this interesting and rewarding, including among other things
meeting Borat recently. He has since been nominated a director of
Varsity Publications Ltd, the parent company.
More recently Joe has been given by his College an Imber Lloyd Award
- Tallow Chandlers’ Award to the two students that the Tutors believe
contribute most to the academic and wider life of the College and the
University. He is to be congratulated, therefore, on several counts. Well
done !
ROBERT BURT (1981) is about to open in the RSC’s new musical
version of ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ at Stratford, directed by
Greg o ry Doran. Bob was a stalwa rt of Tiffin music in the Nield / Cooke
days, and played Cornwall in ‘King Lear’.
SAMIR DESAI (2001) studied at Keble College, Oxford, and obtained
his BA with First Class Honours in Economics & Management. Since
September 2005 he has been a management consultant with Boston
Consulting Group.
FRANK DOBSON (1952) has recently joined
the Association after enjoying a return visit to
the School on the occasion of the Kingston
Society Open Day, referred to in the September
newsletter. Passing through the LRC during
the tour he noticed an out-of-date edition of his
book ‘ L i chens: an Illustrated Guide to the
British & Irish Species’ (first published in
1979) and has since presented to the School the
latest, much-improved and beautifully illustrated edition, wh i c h
now includes about 850 species. Included are numerous line
drawings of microscopic and other diagnostic features. The work
was dedicated to former Head of Biology, Denis Bloodworth.
When Frank and his brother, John, were at Tiffins, their father had
a photogr a p hyshop nearby in the London Road. Frank has written
and illustrated many books and articles on lichenology, natural
history and photogr a p hy. He has lectured and run many courses on
l i c h e n o l ogy for the Field Studies Council and other orga n i s a t i o n s .
He is an honorary member of the British Lichen Society, has acted
as Treasurer, serving on the BLS Council for a number of years and
was elected President for the years 1992-94. He was also on the
consultative committees of both Tw i c kenham College and the
London College of Printing.
DICK HALLOWAY (1937) enjoyed a return visit to the School in the
summer and had the opportunity to view the many changes that had
taken place since his time there. He is living in retirement in Lower
Morden.
MIKE HERMITAGE (1970), having been a solicitor for nearly thirt y
years would like to retire, but, with two young daughters (aged 11 and
13), no chance, he says ! Anyway, he has taken the plunge and has
moved to Melbourne, Australia. His wife, Beth, is Australian and his
two daughters have Australian passports. Mike obtained his
permanent entry visa, and so they moved there in November. On the
way they stopped off for 4 days in Hong Kong and arrived in
M e l b o u rne just in time for the Melbourne Cup. Mike hopes that Old
Tiffs in Oz will get in touch with him. For the time being his address
is 32 Victoria Street, Parkdale, VIC 3194 (Email:
michaelhermitage@hotmail.com).

RUSSELL ISON (1984), has moved to
Po rtsmouth as his communications consultancy,
Batphone, continues to develop. The business is
now firmly established as the only aviation
specialist PR consultancy and has handled, or is
handling, contracts for the largest tour operator in
the world, the largest airport operator and the
largest airp o rt ground-handling business. In
addition, he represents the trade association of UK
airlines and has provided specialist project management for the
Manchester Airp o rts Group. Not bad in his first three years ! In
addition he is now working on communications strategies for BAA's
involvement with the London Olympics in 2012.
Russell is, in his spare time, a presenter on Southampton Hospital
Radio, presenting the weekly request show and doing a number of
outside broadcasts for the station. Last year he was appointed
C h a i rman of the BBC Local Advisory Council for BBC Radio Solent
and also appointed to the Regional Advisory Council for BBC TV's
South area.
Batphone, his business, also manages the website for his father,
Graham Ison, also an OT (1950) and whose latest crime novel was
featured in the June ‘Tiffnews’.
Russell is a full member of the Chartered Institute of Public Relations,
which received a Royal Charter last year, and the Airline Public
Relations Organisation, of which he is immediate Past Chairman.
TED KEY, Deputy Head at Ti ffins on his
retirement in 1983, was intrigued on a visit to
Chatham Dockyard to find on the restored RN
ship HMS Valiant the motto ‘Faire Sans Dire’
c a rved. He made enquiries about the origin of the
motto, and it seems that short ly before the British
ship was built, we had captured several ve ry well
built French vessels, including the Foudroyant,
Invincible and Vaillant. French ship construction
was superior to ours at the time, and the lines of the French ships were
studied and incorporated into Valiant. Her name was slightly
anglicised from Vaillant, but someone at the Admiralty decided on this
French motto, and it might well have been an ironic comment on the
supremacy of British seafaring skill and on our ability to capture and
make use of superior French technology.
NEIL McDERMOTT (1999), who played Ben in ‘East Enders’
during March 2003, has recently opened in ‘Sound of Music’ in the
West End, starring as Rolf. Neil played many roles at Tiffin, including
Ferdinand in ‘The Tempest’ and was with the National Youth Music
Theatre in Frank Whately’s production of ‘Aurelius’, as well as in ‘The
Kissing Dance’. Neil also played fly-half in the 1st XV.
JOHN MOORE-GILLON (1970), Chairman of
the British Thoracic Society’s Joint TB
Committee, at the beginning of November was
quoted at length in the national press and was
invited onto the BBC national news, not for the
first time, to comment on the latest statistics
c o n c e rning the resurgence of tuberculosis. TB has
seen an alarming increase of 10.8% in the past
year. He stressed that, although this is commonly
believed to be a 19th century problem now mentioned only in the
h i s t o ry books, the disease has never in fact gone away. There is
currently a global increase, part ly because there is a lack of awareness,
and therefore the problem is being diagnosed later. More specialist
doctors and nurses are needed, so that adequate advice and support are
available. This is especially vital in this case, as the treatment is
lengthy, and persuading patients to take conscientiously a cocktail of
d rugs over six months or more can be quite a challenge.
JOHN PULLAN (1956) after Tiffins qualified at Guys Hospital and
worked in General Dental Practice until his retirement three years ago.
Like so many of us, he is amazed that retirement can turn out to be so
busy! John has not rowed for many years, but he does race
windsurfers. He continues to keep in touch with a number of his
contemporaries.

MARTIN SUMMERS (1929) is now 94, but in
November he still gets out and about in the
Devon village of Crediton, where he lives, to
collect for the Poppy Appeal. (Photo by courtesy
of ‘The Crediton Gazette’) He himself was a
gunner in the Royal Artillery during WW2, and
previously in the Te rritorials in Putney. After the
war, he and his late wife moved to Devon, and he
worked as a solicitor’s clerk in Tive rton for many
years. Being a founder member of the Tiffin Scouts, Martin makes a
valuable contribution to this topic on our Letters page in this issue.
TONY SUMMERS (1964) has been in touch recently. He enjoyed
reading the September ‘ Tiffnews’ and was particularly interested in the
photo of the School Choir in 1957. He himself joined the Choir in
1956 and recognised a number of faces in the published photo. He has
a number of useful photos of his time at School, of which he has
offered copies to the School Archives.
ANDY TAYLOR (1991) took part, while at School, in the ve ry
successful production of ‘October’s Childre n ’. Since leaving he has
been writing plays (as well as teaching) with increasing success. His
current play - his first musical theatre piece - is ‘Failed States’, which
is now on at the Pleasance Theatre, London, following a sell-out run at
the Baron’s Court Theatre. Inspired by ‘The Trial’, this latest play of
Andy’s projects Kafka’s nightmare scenario into a country fixated by
the threat of suicide bombers and the promise of a new war on terr o r.
It follows the journ ey of an American businessman in London, as he is
a rrested for terrorist offences he claims he did not commit. The
production is said to show an inventive use of song, humour and highly
topical themes. The magazine ‘Time Out’ gives it four stars and rates
it as “Superb. An original and enjoyable evening”.
STEVE THOMPSON retired as Head of the
Tiffin Maths Department in 2003, when he
decided to put ten years of teaching behind him
and become house-husband and child-carer,
while his barrister wife continued working. He
had already written a very successful play, ‘Spin
Cycle’, and he made the decision to write
professionally. His next play, ‘Damages’, was
about a night lawyer in a scurrilous tabloid
newspaper office (the play was based on his wife’s experiences), and
this had a sell-out run at the Bush Theatre in 2004. His latest play,
‘Whipping It Up’, is based on the activities of the Whips’ Office in
Parliament. This is a sort of cross between a school bully and a
school prefect, trying to get the other members of the ‘Club’ to vote.
How this is done has formerly remained somewhat of a mystery.
Steve has done a lot of research for this play, engaging the help of
minister-turned-theatre critic Michael Portillo and also of Gyles
Brandreth, a whip in the Major Administration, who broke with the
convention of strict secrecy surrounding the activities of the Whips’
Office, when he published his book ‘Breaking the Code’ in 1999. In
the Bush Theatre production (running from 8th November till 16th
December) Richard Wilson takes one of the leading roles. The
‘Daily Telegraph’ in its review describes the play as “the sharpest
new comedy of the year, and a West End transfer must surely
beckon”.
While at Tiffins, Steve’s enthusiasm was not restricted to mathematics.
He was also chorister and director of drama productions. Indeed his
school production of ‘Macbeth’ was so extraordinary that a newspaper
review, following a performance at the Edinburgh Festival, said that
“this production blew the average school production out of the water”!
ROGER ZETTER (1964) has moved on from
Oxford Brookes University, after a long and
fulfilling career, to become Director of the
Refugee Studies Centre at Oxford University and
Professor of Refugee Studies. He says he was too
young to retire at 60, and the opportunity to direct
the best centre in the world in his research field
was too good to miss. His new email is:
roger.zetter@qeh.ox.ac.uk

OTA 100 Club

Membership Matters

Since the last report draws have taken place as follows :-

I should like to thank all those who have already sent their
subscription payments for the current year (or who have paid by
standing order). Those from whom I have received no remittance
should find a reminder enclosed. I should be very grateful, if
those in arrears could send their payment as soon as possible, so
that I do not have to repeat the exercise. (If sending from abroad
and unable to send a cheque drawn on a UK bank, please mail the
equivalent in local or sterling curr e n cy notes, as bank charges here
can otherwise be extortionate.)
‘The Tiffinian’ magazine will be published in the coming term. I
should like to mention that it is only sent to those Old Boys of the
School whose subscriptions have been recorded by me as fully
paid-up. If you want your copy on publication, please ensure that
you are not in arrears.
May I end by wishing you and your families a very Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year ?
DENNIS BARNARD

The Old Tiffinian Sports
Ground Ltd

Aug ’06
Sept ’06
Oct ’06
Nov ’06

£50
£50
£50
£50

Brian Bunker
M i ke Goodbun
Alec Pringle
Tony Owen

Previous win
Wallington
’02
Walton-on-Thames ’04
Worcester Park
’97
East Molesey
’01

The above draws were held at the recent Association AGM.
I am sure the above are all popular winners, owing to past and present
endeavours for the Association. The ‘big one’ is not far away of course
- this draw will probably be in January. Congratulations to all the
winners, and thanking others for their support .
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the Association’s income,
so do please consider becoming a member. The cost is £60 per annum
(or £5 per month) by standing order. The prizes are £50 each month,
plus half-yearly major prizes of £1,000. Further information can be
obtained from me at 28 Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX (Tel
: 01483 850705).
GREER KIRKWOOD

Internet Corner

The year ending March 2006 has been another tough and challenging
one for the Company. As the accounts show, we incurred another loss
- kept to a minimum by not spending any money.

Do you, like me, get loads of emails purp o rting to come from a high street
bank (not necessarily your own) and inviting you to click on a link and
‘confirm’ all your banking details, so that strangers can filch your spare
cash (if any)? You may feel inclined to send these on, to alert the relevant
banks to this fraud attempt, but it’s not so easy when you don’t have the
various bank email addresses to hand. It is suggested that such dubious
emails can be forwarded to reports@banksafeonline.org.uk so that the
Association of Clearing Services are aware of the latest attempts.

A gain the ongoing maintenance of the pavilion has not happened
and, had this been undert a ken, the loss would have been much
greater. But this will have to be carried out in the year ahead in
wh a t ever guise that will have to take.

Are you wondering about your choice of mobile phone tariff, particularly
with foreign travel in mind? You will find the site www.onecompare.com
very helpful in sorting out the complexities of the market and keeping you
up to date with new tarifs.

The main change during this year was the departure of our
Groundsman, with the result that we have outsourced the ground
maintenance to an outside Contractor, which I believe overall, wa s
a fairly smooth transition.

BRIAN HOLDEN

Annual Report for the financial year April 2005 to March 2006 :

Apart from that, the year has really been more of the same. A
change will have to happen, but by whom, when and how is a
question still unanswe r e d .
TONY MILLARD
Chairman

OTA 200 Club
The following £10 winners have been announced recently:
143
68
194
5

G.W.Dixon
144
E.A.H.Key
149
N.C.W.Wright 77
N.W.Angus
118

Mrs J.P.Dixon
G.A.Latham
L.Durham
C.F.Lyon

98
88
122
2

D.R.Ebenezer
J Wright
Mrs J.Smith
G.C.Hinton

As we go to press, the big six-monthly £500 prize is about to be
drawn (for those whose subs are up to date).
In this December issue of Tiffnews I should like to appeal to those
who pay their subscriptions by annual cheque to get this in the post
to me as soon as possible (£13 per ticket, payable to OTA 200 Club
please). Please do it NOW. Reminders are time-consuming!
F u rther information on the 200 Club and details of our monthly or
quarterly standing order payments can be obtained from me by
phoning (020) 8393 3293 or by e-mail at bholden93@hotmail.com
BRIAN HOLDEN

The Dean Pavilion
Many thanks to G Latham, R Rumble, B P Smith & L F Speller, who
have contributed to this Appeal since the last edition of the newsletter
went to press. The total contributed to date is now around £11,000
(including tax reclaimed). If you really DID mean to help, but it
slipped your mind, please act NOW !

Old Tiffinian Memorial Fund
The audited accounts for the year ended 31st December 2005 were
presented to the recent Association AGM. Income for the year was
£3,121. There were no major expenses apart from School Prizes.
Investments by the Fund are approved by the Charity Commissioners,
and at the end of 2005 the total value of the Fund was £86,540.
Current Trustees are Michael Taylor (Chairman), John Glasscock,
Brian Holden, Tony Millard, Ian Redington, and Bryon Smith. The
Headmaster and the OTA Chairman are ex officio trustees.
Established in 1921, the Fund is a Registered
Charity and is authorised to support any legitimate
Tiffinian cause approved by the Trustees. The
Fund is an important contributor each year to
School Speech Day prizes (£660 in 2005). The
Trustees are indebted to Peter Osborne for recently
taking over as the Fund’s Auditor.
DAVID BARON

De Mort u i s
EDWARD GORDON ALEXANDER BRUCK 1936 - 2006
Eddie Bruck died on 29th July 2006
at the age of 70. Eddie’s health took
a sudden turn for the worse in May
this year, and he was taken to hospital
in Lisbon, where he had a slight
stroke. It was quickly discovered that
he was suffering from a brain tumour.
A course of radiotherapy failed to
halt the effect of the tumour, and he
passed away in the hospital at the end
of July in his 71st year.
Eddie was undoubtedly one of the
best rugby players that Tiffins
produced in the postwar era, and the
achievements of the School’s 1st XV
and the seven-a-side teams in which Eddie played have probably never
ever been bettered. Some of the achievements, memories and
recollections of Eddie’s life as a rugby player are provided later on in this
obituary, prepared by a couple of Eddie’s old team colleagues.
He was born in London on 21st April 1936. His father was British with
G e rman-Austrian roots, and his mother was of Russian origin, and they
decided that the family should leave Europe prior to the start of the
Second World War for the relative safety of the USA, to stay with the
mother’s sister in the New York area. But his father did not manage to
reach the USA until after the end of the war. And so Eddie’s formative
years were spent in the USA, and his first sporting encounters were with
American football and baseball. The family was reunited again after the
war and returned to England to set up home in New Malden. Thus it
was not at all surprising that, upon entering Tiffins in 1948, Eddie was
quickly nicknamed the ‘Yank’ because of his accent, and this also
explains why his baseball stance at the crease brought him little success
on the cricket field, though he did represent his House and the School at
the game. He also played chess and soccer, when called upon.
However, he never lost his love of baseball; even in his last years in
Portugal he still kept track of the MLB results.
His school years ended in 1955, and National Service was spent in the
West Country in the UK and in Aden. On a leave trip to Kenya Eddie
won his only international cap, when he somehow managed to turn out
for the Rhodesian National team playing against Ghana, who had also
included Don Winslet, another OT contemporary, in their team!
Eddie returned to the UK in 1957 and went to the London School of
Economics, where he obtained an LLB law degree, and he then studied
and obtained qualifications in Accountancy: the chances of obtaining an
accountancy position backed by a law degree were greater than finding a
legal position backed by accountancy qualifications. In 1965 Eddie
m a rried Mimi at Chelsea Town Hall, and one of those in attendance was
David Barker, Eddie’s old Livingstone House and rugby captain. The
Barkers and the Brucks were to remain in touch for over 40 years and they
even welcomed in the New Millenium together in Sydney in 1999/2000.
London was Eddie’s starting point as far as work was concern e d, with
CONOCO, but in 1966 he left England and went to Nigeria for CocaCola, with responsibilities also in Rhodesia, and then, rather than move
to South Africa (and the apartheid regime), he left them, and moved into
the first of several accountancy positions in the hotel business. From
1971 he was at the Po rtman Hotel in London, and in 1974 he moved to
the Hotel Intercontinental at Hyde Park Corner, before changing to the
Sheraton Group and moving to Teheran. Assignments in Copenhagen,
Tel-Aviv and Lisbon followed, until he left Sheraton and took a position
at the Copacabana Palace Hotel in Rio de Janeiro.
Eddie and Mimi had left Teheran in a hurry in 1979, when Sheraton
decided to move all foreign nationals out of the country (remember
Khomeini?), and they were sent to Sheraton European Headquarters,
located in Brussels, until a new position for Eddie could be found. I
happened to be living in Brussels at the time, and Eddie and I got back
in touch with each other, and we then discovered that besides being OT’s
we had something else in common: we were both philatelists. For the
last 25 years we have been in regular touch. At the beginning of this

year I went to visit him and Mimi again in Lisbon. Although he no
longer played any sport (he stopped playing squash in 1994), he still
kept himself fit, and one of my lasting memories of him will be the way
he dodged through the traffic in downtown Lisbon, just the way he used
to dodge and dummy his way through the opposing back row forwards
on the rugby field.
Eddie was a wonderful and generous friend, fanatical about sport and
keeping fit, but for many of us he will always be remembered for his
prowess and achievements on the rugby field. He will be sadly missed
by all who knew him, and at this difficult time we would particularly
like to extend our deepest sympathy to Mimi.
PW
A couple of years ago, I was pressed by Peter Warn to go the OTA
Annual Dinner - a most enjoyable occasion, attended also by Eddie
B ruck, whom I had not seen for many, many years. Several OTs
remarked: “I never thought I’d see Bruck and Phillips together again”.
Those of our rugby vintage will know what was meant. Eddie and I
played school rugby together from Colts onwards, we played sevens at
local, regional and national levels, and we played for the Old Boys’ XV
and their Seven. In all those years, I do not recall his kicking the ball,
ever. Perhaps it was because I knew he couldn’t or wouldn’t kick that I
could follow him on his bizarre jinking runs - I can see him now, just in
front of me, arching his back to avoid being tackled from behind as he
swe rved past opponents, or dummying them, or turning sharp ly out of
their reach. Butch and Ben thought it was a bonus that I could follow
his unpredictable pathways through the opposition. Oh, what joyful
memories! Particularly memorable games were a 7s win over Surbiton
in the Surr eys (Mike Rose converting from the touchline for a 5 - 3 win)
and a Boxing Day victory at Old Surbs, when Eddie set me up for
(another) try under the posts. How those twinkle feet took him over the
thick wet mud at Grist’s was probably a miracle.
I also remember Eddie as a classics scholar. On Thursday mornings,
Bob Boot would put sentences on the blackboard for translation from or
into Latin. If you achieved the pass mark of 60%, fine; if not, you
r e t u rned after school and were not allowed home until you managed
100%. Eddie always got through stage one and then spent Thursdays
getting the rest of us to the going home level.
Eddie never wore a vest or a pullover or a coat, yet I do not recall his
having a cold; I certainly do not remember his ever missing a rugby
match. Eddie Bruck was my hero at School, and his sad early demise
will not change that nor my fond memories of a great guy.
JLP
Eddie was special as a rugby player. He was, at fly half, the fulcrum on
which the successes of the School / OT teams in the 1950s were centred.
Eddie was unwilling (or unable) to kick the ball, so wherever you were
on the field you were in an attacking position. The famous jink, and you
were off again. I remember two incidents which encapsulate Eddie for
me. The first one is a bit sad.
We had reached the semi-finals of the Public School Sevens and were
playing Taunton school (we had already beaten Haileybu ry, Epsom and
B e l fast Academical en route). We were down 3-0 (the old method of
scoring!), when Eddie jinked through and touched down under the posts
one-handed. The referee didn't approve, even though there was nobody
in sight, and he disallowed the try. Our heads went down, they scored
immediately and, hard though we tried, we lost 16-6. You couldn’t
blame Eddie - after all he made the ‘try ’ - but it was somehow symbolic
that our hero should be the victim of his distinctive, insouciant style.
The second incident was funny. It was in an OT A-XV game which was
already well won. Eddie broke through with only the fullback to beat.
He would always offload the ball to the gannet-like wing forwards or
centres waiting for offerings, as he wouldn’t take a fullback head-on. I
remember shouting: “There’s no-one here, Eddie - you're on your own”.
He looked startled at having to carry on and took an eternity to ru n
round the player, while we dissolved in laughter.
I’m sure others will have happy memories of Eddie as a ru g by player. I
also have happy memories of him with Mimi as friends for several years
after our playing days were over and visited them in places as far spread
as Tel Aviv and Copenhagen.
MR

KEITH SOUTHAN 1911 - 2006
In his tribute at Keith’s retirement, Ted Key, a
long time colleague, said: “May you always
summon up the energy you need to do the
things you still want to do”. This was in 1976.
At 95 my father (Keith) was running out of
physical energy, after quite a few bicycle
accidents, a hip replacement and pneumonia,
but mentally he w as still learning,
communicating his knowledge of nature,
stars and languages, and expecting to make
damson jam in September.
Keith Southan spent his schooldays in
Wolverhampton, where he attended the Grammar School. Already in his
School Certificate he showed his potential by gaining Honours in
Classics and going on to obtain a distinction in Greek in the Higher
School Certificate. He was awarded a Buchanan Exhibition at Downing
College, Cambridge, in 1930 and thus became the only member of his
family to go to University.
He joined the College Boat Club and the University Rover Scout Crew.
He was also in the College chess team (and later in the Worcester
County team). His hobbies already at that time included ornithology
and natural history, particularly trees and fungi. He often said that these
years shaped and influenced his future life as a teacher. Former pupils
have written to say how he enriched their lives as well.
As Downing Boat Club Secretary, and later Captain, he won oars in
college ‘bumps’ and distinguished himself as a valuable member of the
College, being elected by his peers to be Secretary of the Amalgamation
Clubs and, in his final year, President. He was awarded the coveted
Pilley Scholarship for distinction in sport and academic work, enabling
him to stay on for a fourth year to read French as a postgraduate. His
Downing Tutor (the much-respected William Cuttle) summed up the
value of his contribution to College life in the following terms: “He has
earned the gratitude of the Governing Body for what he has done. His
influence has, from the fi rst, been exerted on behalf not merely of
winning races, but also of promoting common sense and decency in the
Boat Club and in the College generally”.
After Cambridge he gained teaching experience by spending several
weeks in Wolverhampton (Municipal Secondary School) and a year in
Brighton (Hollingbu ry Court Prep School), moving on to Worcester
College for the Blind in 1935. There he had to deal with a wide agerange of pupils (from 8 or 9 years old through to university scholarship
aspirants of 18 or over), but was able to develop the teaching of Classics,
as a Braille version of a useful Latin book had just been published.
Greek teaching there was limited to New Testament Greek, as learning
this language with the help of Braille was not straightforward ! While
senior resident master at Worcester, he even experimented with the
possibility of teaching carp e n t ry to blind boys. He also learned to fly
and got marr i e d, just after call up, in December 1939.
He came to Tiffin School in 1946 to teach Classics, after wartime
s e rvice as a pilot in Coastal Command. He left the RAF with the rank
of Flight Lieutenant, after a varied range of experience, which included
ditching his plane in the North Atlantic in October 1941. Once
established at Tiffins, teaching Classics and French, he became Head of
Raleigh House until 1966, then Head of Middle School until 1976.
George Wo rth came to head up Classics in 1947, and they worked
together and kept up their friendship beyond retirement.
Keith took over the Boat Club after the retirement of Bob Atkin. The
new Head in 1947, Brigadier J J Harp e r, ‘was ambitious for the Boat
Club’ (KS). This entailed Keith encouraging and enabling crews to aim
higher, including the Queen Elizabeth Cup at Henley Royal Regatta
every year. One problem was always the June O and A-levels, and crews
were known to even take these, suitably supervised, in a house they were
staying at near Henley, while training for the regatta.
KS followed crews on his bike, shouting from his home made
megaphone, always inspiring and wanting the best from them. His own
sense of discipline was transmitted to TSBC (Tiffin School Boat Club)
boys. Respect for boats and equipment, being thorough in training, and
smartly representing the School were important to him. In 1957 he was

awarded the Desborough Medal by the conservators of the River Thames
for services to rowing. He oversaw the long-fought project for building
the boathouse in Canbu ry Gardens, opened in 1968, shared by Tiffin and
Kingston RC. He attended Henley Regatta well into his 90s. He also
helped to found, consistently supported and worked tirelessly at Thames
Ditton Regatta. (The photo with blazer shows Keith at the Regatta.)
His enthusiasm has been passed on, as there are sons and a daughter of
Tiffinians taught rowing by him who are in the Great Britain squad - he
was ve ry thrilled.
Keith’s other enthusiasm was Scouting and he was in charge of KSSG
(Kingston Schools Scout Group) from 1947, and involved right up to his
retirement. He oversaw the building of the Scout Hut from wood
thrown out by Woolwo rths, and used cardboard egg boxes as (ve ry
efficient) insulation for the roof. Many of his scouts have kept in touch
over the years, and attributed to Keith an influence for good in his
c o n c e rn for their we l fare and teaching life skills outside the classroom.
During Easter and Summer holidays he
led camps, and (before health and
safety) helped boys experience the
adventure of building bridges and tree
slides, and learning woodcraft, as well as
companionship.
Keith was awarded the Silver A c o rn by
the Chief Scout in 1975 (see photo) ‘for
distinguished services to the movement’,
and, even after his retirement, he edited
the local Scout newsletter for many
years. In 1985 he was awarded the bar
to his Silver A c o rn at Windsor Castle.
After the death of his dear wife Joan, who had been such a support in
all his many school-based activities, Keith found comfort in his family
and grandchildren. He cultivated his allotment for over 50 years,
mended bikes and watches, and he continued to play chess.
It was a great adventure for him to go on a cruise round South America
via the Panama Canal; fly to meet an old airforce colleague in Australia,
and at 86 he went to Greece to his classical roots, and came back saying
“he’d learned so much”.
His teaching method was to communicate enthusiasm for knowledge
and instil a thirst for it in his pupils. A younger teacher who worked
with him wrote: ‘I remember him as being a gentleman scholar, warm
and understanding, unflappable and full of wisdom… he cycled
everywhere, stopping to pick up a nut or bolt lying neglected in the
gutter, to be recycled at some time in the boathouse.’
He died on 1st September 2006, and his funeral service in Twickenham
was attended by many former Tiffin staff, pupils, rowing crews, and
scout associates who, with his family, gave thanks for a long life of
loving service.
JENNY DEEPROSE
Editor’s Note : The story of the ‘ditching’ in the North Atlantic is an
interesting one, and we hope to give a detailed account in our next edition.
The following additional tributes and memories of Keith have been
received:
From Jim de Rennes (English Dept. 1967-2003)
When I joined the English Department in 1967, I volunteered to help
with the Boat Club. My previous experience was limited to rowing in
the St. Edmund Hall 4th VIII, and my ignorance made considerable
demands on Keith’s patience, as well as his expertise.
He was a man of enormous strength, both physical and mental. I was
in my mid-twenties and he in his mid-fifties, but when we rowed in a
pair the boat went round in circles, because the power of his stroke
overwhelmed mine completely !
Equally, he was a man of great moral strength too, a true Corinthian in
his attitude to participation in sport: he believed that participation was
much more important than winning. He was, therefore, generous
almost to a fault in his attitude towards opponents. In the rashness of
my youth I didn’t always appreciate this view, and was sometimes
exasperated, when he lent visiting race crews our shiny new shell boat,
while our boys rowed in the old clinker eight!

From Alan Beer (1953):
During the 50th anniversary of the 1952/3 first eight (at the OTA dinner
in 2003) we discussed whom we would nominate as the teacher who had
the most enduring influence on us. It may have been logical that, as exoarsmen, the Rowing Master would be our nominee. Three of us had
also been Scouts so there was a double influence. Keith’s skills in these
rowing and scouting activities I shall leave to the many others whom I
expect to flood your mailbag, but as I was one of his chess players he
had a triple influence on me, and I offer from ‘The Tiffinian’ for 1951/52
this reminder of another of his successful interests :
The Chess season has been the most successful one the School has ever
enjoyed, every match resulting in a victory. An early encouragement
was the award to the School by the British Chess Federation of a shield,
four of which are given annually to the four best chess-playing schools
in the country.
Finally this report should not close without a most sincere word of
thanks to Mr Southan, the Master-in-charge of Chess. His tirelessness
and enthusiasm contributed not a little to the year’s success.
I do not know for how many years he led the Chess activity, but it
regularly occupied his lunch times during my last few years at school.
The London Championship was over about 13 weeks in winter
involving goodness knows how much administrative effort.
An extraordinary man. Leader. Inspiration. Demonstratively proud of
his pupils’ achievements. Durable. Motivator. Organiser. Highly
respected.
… And even in chess - ‘tireless and enthusiastic’.
One of the odd rowing things we discussed at the dinner - and I have
since reflected on - is an amazement at how things happened. We
probably always loaded the boats on the lorries, but who took them off?
Geoff Longson drove his father's car and I had a motorbike, but there
were always two, three or more girlfriends at Regattas. How did we all
get there ? Nine crew and three girls for example ? Did some travel
with Keith ? Not enough space. Was public transport so good ?
Nobody failed to arr ive. Also cameras were usually Box Brownie type,
but why did we not have any photos of any of us at the regattas apart
from official photos ? Were we not trusted with parents’ cameras, or
was it too expensive to buy/develop films ? Nearly 50 years before the
digital age! We once rowed back to Kingston from Marlow. How did
that happen ? It is not failure of memory, but a success by Keith, I
suppose. We did not seem to be involved in administration.
From Tim Cawston (1972) :
I feel compelled to drop you a line with a few memories, following the
ve ry sad passing of Keith Southan.
Joining Tiffins in September 1965, I, like my father before me, joined
the school Scout Troop. The Scout Master was of course KS (aka
Marcus), and as a very green First-Fo rmer I was made welcome
immediately. I have no doubt that this helped me to settle in, to what
was quite a daunting establishment back then !
What scout of the time will ever forget the car mechanics lessons he
gave on his own black Austin Cambridge - yes, the one with rust holes
in the wings ‘repaired’ in true Keith style with black tape.
In July 1966 I went with the troop led by KS to my first camp. This was
on the Isle of Skye, a very remote destination for my first trip away from
home, but it was a wonderful two weeks and mainly due to Keith. Here
one quickly became aware of what an amazing man he was. Riding,
sitting on top of all our kit, on the back of a flat bed Bedford truck from
Portree to our site, driven of course by KS himself, was an experience
never to be forgotten !
It was here on Skye that one really appreciated his wide knowledge of the
natural world, particularly birds and trees. He taught us about the
fantastic night sky, allowing us to use his treasured binoculars (which
were apparently given to him by his wife Joan and surv ived his plane
ditching in the sea). He taught us campfire songs in French and German,
and only KS would just look around a bare field, pick a likely spot to dig
a hole and, as if by magic, create our own fresh water supply (no taps
back then!!). Our only transport, apart from a car that joined us later, was
of course the Rowing Club bicycle - guess who brought that !

It was here on Skye that the sound of the curlew whistle KS always wore
became part of the daily routine, and his phrase of “mmm, might be
useful” was much in evidence.
During all my time at School I was part of the Troop and then eventually
became its leader while on the Staff. Keith was ever present throughout
and I, like so many Tiffinians, owe him a great deal. He never wavered
from his belief in how one should try and live one’s life - in scouting
t e rms, to be truthful and honest, and it was an honour to have known him.
From Colin Weedon (1967) :
I remember Keith Southan with wa rmth and will always do so. Indeed, I
think to some extent he has saved my life. He was, you see, my rowing
master.
As a boy who consistently failed at field sports, who could not run to
save his life, who was unable to see, hit or even handle a ball (of
whatever shape), I would (in most schools then and now) have been
doomed to an entirely inactive life, BUT, at the advanced age of 14
years, I was introduced to the river. I believe strongly that this was and
is one of the greatest hallmarks of Tiffin life. J J Harper said on many
occasions that, if one searches long enough, and hard enough, one will
ALWAYS find a subject or a field where a boy can perform. I was that
boy. And rowing turned out to be the ‘field’ where I was able to
contribute. Keith Southan was the man who showed me how to do it.
Once one has been encouraged in a particular sport, then the barriers fall
easily - and mine is now the outdoor life, I fear ill-health a bit less walking, sailing, scrambling, canoeing, rock-climbing, ice-climbing all of these, because Keith Southan showed me that I was not a failure,
and could do something meaningful.
But my enduring memory of Mr Southan (it still seems irr everent to call
him just ‘Keith’) is a matter of some shame even now. He taught me to
be quite a stylish oarsman, but he could not manage to teach me Latin.
He tried - Oh, how he tried ! But I’m afraid my aptitude at Latin was
far below my aptitude with even a cricket ball !
One day in class, as he struggled to communicate the idea of a ‘gerund’,
my attention wandered badly - after a while I heard “Weedon, pay
attention!” The day was wa rm, the sunshine was heartening - my attention
wandered again. “Weedon, I shall not wa rn you again - stop fiddling with
your ruler and pay attention!” I tried - indeed I tried - but failed … I was
commanded to come to the front of the class. Mr Southan had a slipper.
I think he carried it as part of his teaching equipment. It was not a
complete slipper. It was a sole. When he held it out, it drooped. It was
pathetic. I bent over. The requisite three whacks were administered. They
didn’t hurt. I rose. I returned to my desk. I was weeping. There is
NOTHING so painful as being disciplined by someone you respect, but
who appears so vulnerable himself.
God bless you, Keith, and may your soul rest in eternal peace.
From David Wise (1949) :
I attended Tiffins from 1944 to 1949, and during that time I became
involved in rowing, with KS in charge. Sad to say, I lost touch with him,
until in 2000 I moved back into the area, which meant that my wife and
I used to visit him from time to time - ever the delightful character.
Some years ago we met up with Keith at Kingston Regatta, where he
was on duty. Anyone who knew KS would know that he was a fearless
cyclist, and continued biking, often perilously, up to a great age. That
day he had ridden from Twickenham to Kingston, accompanied by his
boarder. When we were introduced, we were told that the student was
East German. Although his English was very good, it didn’t quite
embrace the nuances of our language. He then proceeded to repeat
verbatim to my wife all the blistering barrack-room invective, heaped on
KS by irate motorists, who, to say the least, did not like his roadcraft !
Only a few weeks before Keith’s death, my wife and I were pleased to
be able to arrange a meeting at his house with Katharine Worth. She
was delighted to meet him, as Keith and George were good friends.
We regret to announce also the deaths of the following: George
Butler (former Caretaker), Arthur Gurney (1937), W C Hall (Staff
1935-48), B T Harrison (Staff 1962-68), John Higham (1942), Peter
Kerr (1955-died 1998), Philip Mason (1985-died 2002), Tom Offer
(aged 101), David Ritchie (1950), R Vicary (Staff 1948-50). We
expect to include several obituaries in our next edition.
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School Athletics

Results thus far have been good: 11th in Kings Trophy (Wimbledon) and
11th in the Haskell cup (Guildford). The seniors have maintained their two
year unbeaten run in the Surr ey Schools relay, with a victory at home
(Grists). Despite a younger team, the average times at events so far this
season has been up - a testament to the enthusiasm of a big squad and
excellent on-course leadership from James Ayres and his team.
The Judge cup will be on Wednesday 13th December at Kingston gate. This
is a change from the previous two decades spin at pen ponds, owing to
environmental concerns. It has also drifted towards the start of the academic
year to ensure a fuller entry.
ROBIN SHAW

The Senior Boys team travelled the short distance to Kingsmeadow Athletics
Stadium in Kingston to try and defend the Borough Shield they had won last
year. The Senior team didn’t disappoint and went on to win the match by a
massive 30 points, with a final score total of 118 points. Exceptional
performances were on show from winners Simon Keirle 11.8sec (100m),
Sean Renfer 10min 32sec (3000m Steeple Chase), Joe Hughes 74.8sec (400m
Hurdles) and Jong Yoo 10.72m (Triple Jump). A great result and a
performance to be emulated and respected lower down in the School.
The Intermediate team, who were also defending champions, had to
work hard if they were going to keep the Borough Shield for a
successive year. Wins came from James Solomon 11.5sec (100m), Tim
Sagar 55.1sec (400m), Thomas Hewett 2min 21sec (800m), Nick
Edwards 5min 5sec (Steeple Chase), Prathamesh Kaneri 18.5sec and
1m 90cm (Hurdles and High Jump) and Callum Dougal 24.55m
(Hammer). With a class performance win in the final team event, the
intermediate team won the relay and the match with a score of 119
points, with closest rivals, Coombe Boys’ School, in second place, 24
points behind Tiffin.
The Junior team were the final team to defend the Borough Shield this
year. However, this was not going to be an easy task, as many schools have
been working hard on track and field, particularly Years 7-9, with the 2012
Olympics a main focus for many schools. The team encouraged each other
throughout the competition, and eve ry pupil gave 100%. Wins came from
Richard Smeaton 55.8sec (400m), Henry Latham 2min 20sec (800m), Jay
Yasin, 10m 27cm (Shot Putt), Chris Kaczmarski 21.37m (Hammer) and Joe
Latimer 9.94m (Triple Jump). A powerful run in the Hurdles by Jeremy
Griffith was ended when he hit the last hurdle and failed to finish. However,
the selectors were so impressed with his talent that he was selected to
compete for Kingston in the Surrey County Championships a few weeks
later. With eve ryone fighting for first position, the relay left no room for
e rrors. Once again, Tiffin maintained their coolness under pressure to win
the relay with fluent change-overs and the match with a score of 96 points,
followed by Southborough School with 86 points.
The Year 8 team managed second position this year, losing by two points
to Hollyfield School with a score of 83 points to 81 points. An impressive
p e r f o rmance by Joe Cooper to claim a treble in the 200m (27.2sec), Discus
(22.71m) and the 4x100m Relay was the highlight of the afternoon. The
Year 7 team failed to reach the podium, dropping from 4th position to 7th
during a disqualification in the final event, the Relay. However,
extraordinary winning performances from Sanford Brown 65.9sec (400m),
Ryan Ladwa 13.1sec (Hurdles) and a fall in the last few strides from Nathan
Holt in the 200m, who led the race, provided a glimpse of how much
potential the Year 7 team have over the next few years.
The inclusion of the indoor athletics competition and winter training has
helped Tiffin continue to be a dominant force within track and field. Boys
are training at 7.15am in the morning and during lunch. An impressive 28
boys from Tiffin School were selected to represent Kingston in the
County Championships this June. The most successful pupil from Tiffin
School during the County Championships was Callum Dougal who won
the Hammer competition with a throw of 25.03m.
C o n gratulations are in order to all boys who have trained or competed for
the School over the past 12 months.
WAYNE MARTIN

School Badminton
The Under 19 Academicals have had a brilliant term and now qualify for the
play-off stages of the Surr ey Leagues. Having won their first three matches
without conceding a game (27-0 over the three matches v. St.John’s, King
Edward’s Whitley and City of London), they came up against an excellent
RGS Guildford side who beat us by 6 games to 3. A ve ry good Charterhouse
side followed and, needing to beat them to stay in the running for the medals,
Tiffin duly recorded a 6-3 win.
The Under 16 and Under 14 sides are performing with equal success, while
the Under 12s are just starting to play their competitive matches. With B
teams at the top three levels, we hope to bring on the less experienced players
gradually.
MARTIN WILLIAMS

School Rugby
The season has started well, with the 1st XV winning 13 of the 15 games
played to date. Victories have been recorded over Dartford, Wallington,
Emanuel, RGS Guildford, St. Georges, Haberdashers, Christs Hospital,
Windsor and City of London Freemen’s, with the only defeat in the regular
fixture list being a heavy one at the hands of a talented St Benedicts side.
Despite the results, however, the side has only once played to its full potential,
and that was a fine performance to defeat RGS Guildford away from home.
In the Daily Mail Cup we received a walkover in the first round and were
knocked out of the main competition by Whitgift, who, in a ve ry close game,
were victorious by 15 points to 6. We defeated Reigate in the Vase
Competition and are awaiting Langley Park in the next round.
A squad of 40 players departed for a Tour to Veneto, Italy, after half term. A
ve ry successful week was had, with victories over Ercole Montselice 57-0,
Ruggers Tarvisium 50-7 and Rugby Vicenza 57-0.
The 2nd XV and U16s have also had a successful start to the year. The
Seconds have played 11, winning 9 and losing just 2, and the Under 16s have
played 8, won 7 and lost just once.
STEVE CATHCART

Maths Challenges 2006-7

Enjoying the Sights of Padua

The Senior Maths Challenge took place last month, and 23 of the 100
entrants achieved Gold awards and a further 41 were awarded Silvers. Eleven
boys performed sufficiently well to qualify for the British Maths Olympiad,
which will take place on Friday 1st December. Christopher Fish and Hamish
Peebles (both L6) performed best, with exceptional scores of 108 and 107
respectively (out of 125); and Kevin Meng from Year 11 scored 100 on his
first attempt at the Senior Challenge.
CHRIS O’CONNELL

School Boat Club

Although I have coached rowing for many years, taking on the role of Head
of Rowing at Tiffins is a change of career (from Sales Director) to which I
am greatly looking forward.
I have been fortunate to witness the significant revival of the Boat Club over
the last few seasons, orchestrated by the skill and commitment of my
predecessor, Chris Grimble. I am pleased to report that I have been
welcomed with a few choice comments such as: “Boy! You’ve got a hard
act to follow!”. Indeed, having suffered the loss of the entire coaching team
during the summer, there are significant challenges to be met, in order that
the Boat Club should continue to prosper. I hope that all involved will be
patient and maintain enthusiasm, while we get to grips with the tasks ahead.
We have had a fortunate start to the season, with some exceptionally mild
weather and perfect conditions to get some valuable mileage under our
belts. All age groups have demonstrated ability and enthusiasm, which I
hope is carried through the harder winter months now before us.

Dance: Training Class in prog ress

March
Thurs 8
7.00 pm
Thurs 22
7.30 pm
Sat 24
7.30 pm

Our first test of the year came at the Kingston Small Boats Head. I was
impressed that all our crews raised their game for the race. It gives me great
pleasure to report that we recorded three wins: the Junior Four, the Junior
16 Quad and the Junior 15 Double. The outstanding performance of the
Junior 16 Quad of Rupert Price, Rowan Bailey, James Bott and Ieuan
Thomas is of particular note, finishing 12th overall and within 3 seconds
of our Junior Four. This crew races with a high level of commitment and
determination, which is a great example to the whole of the Boat Club and
a pleasure to see.
PETER HOPE

Performing Arts
School Drama
‘The Changeling’, a classic Jacobean revenge tragedy will run from
Wednesday 13th December until Saturday 16th. Evening performances
begin at 7.30pm, with an additional 2.30pm matinee on the Saturday.
The play involves students from Tiffin Boys’ and Girls' Schools, Putney
High School and Esher College. The set has been designed by Chris
Victory and is directed by Charlotte Storey.
Drama plans for next term have not yet been finalised at the time of going
to press, but keep an eye on the School website.
CHARLOTTE STOREY
Music Calendar
January
Fri 5
Tiffin Boys’ Choir perform Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ with
7.00 pm
the National Youth Orchestra (Richard Hickox, conductor)
- St Paul's Cathedral
Sun 7
Tiffin Boys’ Choir perform Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ with
7.30 pm
the National Youth Orchestra (Richard Hickox, conductor)
- Symphony Hall, Birmingham
Sat 13
Kingston Parish Church: Thames Youth Orchestra concert
7.30 pm
(inc. Dvozák’s Symphony No 8)
Thurs 25
School Hall: Instrumental Concert (featuring Brass Band,
7.30 pm
Concert Band, String Orchestra, Second Orchestra)
February
Thurs 1
St Luke’s Church: Choir Concert
7.30 pm
Thurs 8
JLT: Woodwind and Brass Competition
7.00 pm
Thurs 15
School Hall: GIG NIGHT
7.00 pm

JLT: Strings Competition
Kingston Parish Church: Thames Youth Orchestra concert
- American programme, inc. Gershwin ‘An American in
Paris’, Harris Symphony No 2
Landmark Arts Centre: Tiffin Boys’ Choir 50th
Annive r s a ry Concert with London Mozart Players Fauré
Requiem, Schubert ‘Gesang der Geister über den
W ä s s e rn’, O'Regan ‘And there was a Great Calm’,
D e bussy ‘Trois Chansons de Charles d'Orléans’
SIMON TOYNE

Friends of Tiffin Music
Although it has been a bit calmer of late on the music front (well, for the bar
staff at least!), FoTM has been busy behind the scenes, as always. We were
delighted that the Modern Languages department agreed that the Swing
Band CD (which we funded) would make an ideal gift for boys going to stay
with host families on language exchanges – this should make a big difference
to our breaking even on this project, and spreads the word about the Tiffin
Swing Band further afield too. We have now raised enough money to refit
the studio in the Music block. The plan is to install new recording
equipment and specialist computers etc. so that the boys can learn about the
technical side of music production - the idea is to make the facility available
to all boys playing all types of music, and this should help to raise our profile
f u rther within the School. The studio will then become known as the
Friends’ Studio, probably with a plaque on the door. The next target is to
fund-raise for more computers for the music department - there are more
boys than ever doing Music at GCSE and/or A-Level, which is fantastic and
reflects well on the School and particularly the Music staff, but they need
more hardware now!
Simon Fe rris is keen to get the Swing Band out and about, so if you
are organising an event and would like them to play, please contact
him at School, on the usual number, or email him at
sferris@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk - the standard is ve ry high and they have a
ve ry good vocalist singing with them now too.
For further details about anything to do with the Friends of Tiffin Music
(or to order a CD!), please don’t hesitate to contact me on
miranda.fagandini@which.net or by phone on 020 8395 7146.
MIRANDA FAGANDINI

School Chess

The Chess team won the Brian Poulter Chess League, to become the Surrey
Champions for 2005-6. Dr Malcolm Dancy deserves many thanks for all his
hard work.
Also, the boys won the Chess Competition at RGS Guildford in September
against the best schools in SE England. The result hinged on the last game
with Board 1, against St Paul’s School, and Anton Chernikov held his nerve
well ! The trophy is now in the new school library. Do come and see it.
Since four of the players are now in the Upper 6th, we are starting to look for
new talent. It may not be there much longer !
PETER WILLIAMS

Remembrance Day at School
Friday 10th November 2006
The practice of holding a Remembrance Day Service continues at the
School and is held on the day nearest to the 11th November. This year the
event was made special by the visit of a large number of Old Tiffinians,
including members of Tiffin Lodge, and relatives who had come to lay
wreaths.
In the “Tiffnews” of December 2005 the story of Thomas Sydney
Harrison (1899) was told, including the fact that his name was missing
from the WW1 Memorial in the School Hall. His name has now been
added (thanks to the Old Tiffinian Memorial Fund). A relative, Mr
Michael Harrison, had made the journ ey specially from Oxford to lay a
wreath on the memorial.
Also unveiled on the day was a plaque commemorating the award of the
Victoria Cross in 1915 to Lance Sergeant Douglas Belcher (1903). (See
the “Tiffnews” of June 1997 for full details.) The plaque has been funded
by Tiffinian Lodge after an initiative started by Mr Tom Duckett. The
plaque itself was designed by Mr Tony Brandreth (1935).
The
granddaughter of L/S Douglas Belcher, Ms Mary Luxford, attended the
S e rvice to lay a wreath on behalf of her father, who is still alive and living
in Norfolk. (Photo by courtesy of “The Surrey Comet”)
The final wreath to be laid by a visitor was that by Mrs Pamela McIllroy,
sister of Frederick Christmas (1935), who died on service with the RAF
in Burma in 1943.
The service was special for another visitor, Mr Robert Duckett (1939), who
s e rved as a fighter pilot with the RAF during the war. This was his first
visit to the School for a Remembrance Day, made more poignant by seeing
the names of so many of his classmates on the WW2 Memorial.

F u rther wreaths were laid by the Chairman of Gove rnors, Mr Michael
Taylor, by the Chairman of the OTA, Mr Howard Mallinson, and on behalf
of the School by Nick Pa rtridge, Deputy Head Boy. The whole of the Sixth
Fo rm, plus teaching Staff and Associate Staff, attend the Service in the
main hall, but throughout the School all students are attending
Remembrance Services and observing the two minutes’silence at the same
time.
The “The Surrey Comet” features writer, June Sampson, wrote a major
article on the stories of Thomas Harrison and Douglas Belcher, which
appeared in the same issue of Wednesday 25th October. The article
includes a photograph of the WW1 Memorial with the addition of the name
of T S Harrison, as well as a photograph of the plaque commemorating
Douglas Belcher. Photographs of the event also appeared in the “The
Surrey Comet”of Wednesday 15th November.
JOHN KING

Tiffin History
RECENT ACQUISITIONS FOR THE ARCHIVES
We acknowledge gratefully the following additions to the Archives:
a) From Mrs C Byrne, daughter-in-law of the late Charles Byrne (1910),
for information and photos dating back to the early years of the 20th
century, and also information concerning his brother, Louis Byrne (1913).
b) From Brian Bunker (1955) the details of the bus referred to below and
the accompanying photo.
c) From Tom Jackson (former Tiffin Staff) various videos of concerts etc.,
termly calendars and Tiffin Fair programmes.
d) Mrs Phyllida Meerendonk, widow of the late Malcolm Meerendonk
(1940), a bound set of the first year of the Gurkhali regimental newspaper,
edited for a while by Malcolm, as well as a copy of his fascinating detailed
report ‘On Top of the World’ (see the 2001/02 copy of ‘The Tiffinian’
pp114, 136).
e) From Alan Daunt (1956) a photo of the Scout Troop in 1954.
f) From Doug & Eric Bryan (1940 & 1945) much information about the
Scouts and several photos, including a photo of the combined troop taken
in 1942/43.
g) From Mrs Marjorie Hardy numerous items belonging to her late
husband, John Hardy (1943), including his report books, school cap and
OTA blazer badge.
h) From Jim Swift (1945) several scouting photos and information about
scouting activities during the war.
i) From Mrs Pamela McIllroy, sister of the late Fred Christmas (1935),
a copy of her brother’s Scout Enrolment Card.
THE KEITH SOUTHAN SCHOOL BU S
Do you have any information about the famous old bus (see photo),
remembered by most who attended Tiffins in the late 1950s and early
60s? We gather it was obtained in the Autumn of 1955 from Worcester
School for the Blind, where Keith had taught. We have a photo of the bu s
at a rally of the Historic Commercial Vehicle Club in September 1958

(with a Tiffin pupil in the front seat), but we don’t know when it was
disposed of. Thanks to Brian Bunker’s researches, we know it was a
T h o rnycroft A2-Long UY 6596. It was purchased from Tiffins by
someone, supposedly for preservation, but the top was replaced by a lorry
body (regarded as outright vandalism by bus fanatics), so the chassis
apparently still exists ! It has been said that Keith may have licensed it as
a CAR (quite possible apparently in those days). We wonder whether the
School or Keith himself paid for it ? We gather that it was obtained
mainly to transport rowing eights (introduced to Tiffins in the late 1940s).
Would KS have used it also for scouts and chess away matches ? If you
can help with any further information, please contact us.

Do you know anything about the large part of an aircraft engine that
stood for a while by the fence near the London Road boundary ? I feel
sure that must have been something to do with Keith. (I may be talking
here about the ve ry early 1950s or possibly the 1960s.)
BRIAN HOLDEN

