Sporting Activities
RUGBY
1st XV
Following a highly successful season the year before,
the 1st XV had a lot to live up to in the season ahead.
However, with heavy blows at the start with injuries to
extremely key players like George Taylor and on and off
injuries to the likes of Eun Su Yoo and Elliot Carter, our
season was never really able to pick up. George Taylor,
who would have been our undoubted captain, left us
also in a struggle for some firm leadership, with Mike
Gostling, Elliot Carter, Callum Fraser and Sanford
Brown in the mix. After a team vote it was decided Mike
Gostling was to be captain with Tommy Latimer as
backs captain.
It is safe to say we did not have the best of seasons,
starting off with a mix and match team of individuals
who did not have much experience playing 1st team
rugby. Our first game against Wallington was a disappointing one as we faced a pretty poor Wallington
squad. With Elliot Carter injuring himself 1 minute before kick-off and many of our players out of position it
was set to be a disappointing day. Oli True made a brilliant run, travelling along the entire length of the pitch
and finishing under the posts, but although we saw a
glint of hope we never managed to secure our victory.
Two more tries came from Alex Hawkings with a smash
through the centre and Callum Fraser after a series of
forward plays. However, our defence was not up to
scratch and for every try we put in, Wallington scored
two, resulting in a 15-35 win to Wallington. Our next
match was against Emanuel, and a resounding win 327, with Callum Fraser scoring two, Henry Herbert, Kiran
Richards, Alex Woolfenden and Rory Goldring all scoring one. This resulted in a great boost in our confidence
as we had three of our biggest games afterwards. Although we lost all three, each of them were minimal
margins, with a 13-19 loss to Wimbledon College, a 1213 loss to Haberdashers’ and a 19-22 loss to St Benedict’s. We battled hard in each of these games, with
various unlucky situations resulting in a loss by only a
couple of points. After this string of defeats we pulled
back with a victory over Windsor Boys with Danoush
Mohajeri, Sanford and Mike scoring tries and Callum
Fraser slotting over 4 penalties. After two losses to
Colfe’s and Pangbourne, ending our small run in the
Daily Mail cup, we came back with a string of victories,
against Christ’s Hospital, Trinity and Reigate. A victory
over Christ’s Hospital 26-10 saw Danny Ashenafi,
Kiran, John Willison and Danoush scoring a try apiece
and Callum converting 3 of the 4. Trinity saw Will Nichols make his debut for the 1st team in the centre and
score a brilliant try, followed by Tommy, Louis Lafon
and Dmitri Dharmasena. Our victory over Reigate was
very hard fought, but after some brilliant defence for
extended periods we dropped to our knees at the final
whistle, winning 15-8 after Reigate made a last minute
effort to secure some points. The rest of our rugby union season was disappointing, with losses to RGS Guildford, Wimbledon College, John Fisher and Hampton.
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However, there were some brilliant efforts with only a
narrow defeat to RGS Guildford 8-10 and Wimbledon
College 15-17. Both of these were extremely frustrating
and the bugbear of our season was that we should
have won, regardless of the score, as on many occasions we were the better team.
Our 7s career was abysmal, with defeats at almost every rugby 7s tournament, so not much must be said upon that! We did, however, enter a rugby 10s tournament, at which various brilliant international rugby
schools entered. Over two days we did not do too badly,
with 1 win, 2 losses and a bye, resulting in a match
against a French side. To say they looked like men is an
understatement; these hairy, enormous beings put
shame upon our weak and timid frames; however,
when it came down to playing rugby they were no
match for our skill and speed, resulting in an easy victory for Tiffin. We then lost in the last round, resulting in
us finishing the tournament in a respectable position,
with good performances from the likes of Nick Shuttleworth, a Year 11 at the time.
The pride of our year came when we began our rugby
league season. We started off with our borough and
county level rugby league tournaments where, annihilating all opposition, we quickly moved onto a more
serious level of rugby. We travelled to a tournament at
which were 3 decent rugby league sides. After three
matches and three undoubted victories we were almost
through to the quarter finals of the national rugby
league cup. We were due to play Filton Academy in Oxford in the last round before the quarter finals, thinking
that if we lost we were out. After spending hours on the
motorway due to a crash, with many games of slaps
played we finally arrived at our destination with 10
minutes to warm up. We played our hearts out in the
pouring rain and won a solid victory, with Kiran Richards and John Willison having brilliant games with nonstop tackling and running. Mr Morris then promptly told
us that we were in fact already through to the quarter
finals, and we were merely playing to decide whether
we would play away in Wales or at home. Due to our
victory over Filton, the quarter final was set to be at
Grist’s; however, on the day of the match we received a
call saying that the other team were so scared to play
us that they forfeited the match, thus giving us a bye
into the national semi-finals. With jubilation we eagerly
awaited our next rival, and after a few days we found
out who it was: Hopwood Hall College, the team of angry northerners whom some of us played the year before, again in the national rugby league semi-finals.
With memories from last year’s appalling match, at
which their brutish behaviour scared the referee into
letting them win, a feeling of resentment was instilled
in our hearts. After a long journey into the wilderness,
past the dreaded Watford Gap, we finally arrived. The
opposition were already out, warming up and looking as
formidable as ever. The match commenced and we
quickly realised this team was much more disciplined
than the last one - with no fights or unnecessary aggression happening, all the resentment was shown in

the tackle. With enormous hits coming from both sides,
with the likes of Tommy Latimer, Mike Gostling, Callum
Fraser and more, the game quickly became extremely
tight, with two tries each going back and forth. After the
first half the game was still tight, with Tiffin leading by
an extremely small margin. All the way up until the last
5 minutes we battled, until a small lapse in concentration resulted in a Hopwood try, giving them the lead by
a mere few points. Although we continued to fight for
the victory with run after run and tackle after tackle we
could not penetrate their defence and lost the match.
This rugby league was our greatest achievement as we
can always say we reached and almost won the national semi-final.
Various awards were given out at the end of the season, with Rory Goldring winning Players’ Player of the
season, Tommy Latimer winning Coaches’ Player of the
season, Elliot Carter winning the Schlong award, Danoush Mohajeri winning the Keenest Player award, Eun
Su Yoo winning the Best International Player award,
John Willison winning Most Improved Player and lastly
Alex Woolfenden winning D**k of the Season. Although
our season wasn’t the best, we loved every minute of
our rugby and we tried our best with what we had.
Tommy Latimer
2nd XV
The Tiffin 2nd XV had a relatively good season, winning
as many as we had lost, and drawing one. It all started
so well for this new and extremely large group of players. Commitment from most to training ensured an early bond and impressive results deservedly came in return. Wallington were easily overpowered by a strong
new pack and were unable to put up any real fight. Winning the first game of the season proved pivotal in order to instil belief into a new and developing squad.
This was evident as Tiffin won our next game 67-0
against an Emanuel side embarrassed by a strong all
round performance.
While losses can sometimes be accepted if truly better
opponents play at their very best, our eventual defeat
to Haberdashers’ Aske’s summed up a very poor Saturday morning. Despite some questionable refereeing
and several boys being absent due to D of E commitments, a feeble performance nevertheless from Tiffin
was ultimately to blame and Tiffin had their heads
down. This unfortunately was followed up with an untimely defeat against St. Benedict’s, where another
lacklustre display caused no points to be inflicted on
our opposition.
The 2nd team showed real resolve, however, as we
bounced back from a lowly fortnight to win the next four
matches. Despite a successful and dominating performance from Tiffin, Pangbourne was a low point in the
season. The opposition were poor and the game had to
be ended early due to many incidents of foul play,
deeming the match unsafe to continue. Windsor and
Christ’s Hospital on the other hand were more respectable victories, with the backs showing their true potential for the first time as strong tactical play catered for
some spectacular finishes from the centres and wingers. With huge confidence and little expectation of our
next opponents, Trinity surprised us and put us on our

toes. We went into the half time break with a comfortable lead, but the opposition, credit to them, fought back
and scored a couple of tries due to a sloppy and an
overall complacent defence. The end result, however,
was a narrow victory to keep the winning streak rolling.
Our next match, against Reigate, was one of our closest
games all season with two evenly matched sides battling it out to what could have been a more than honourable win. However, it was a great shame that the
game was decided by a late try scored by Rich Marvin,
who due to a lack of numbers, was playing for the opposing Grammar School. RGS Guildford proved a challenge that Tiffin relished, yet the notoriously organised
and drilled side proved too effective, despite Tiffin being able to score some well-worked tries ourselves.
One game that we really wanted to win was versus
Wimbledon College after sharing somewhat of a rivalry
throughout the year-group fixtures. However, a stalemate was all that could be reached between the two
teams. Whilst we avoided the loss, the win was something we were certainly aiming towards. With a few
matches cancelled due to severe weather conditions,
we ended the year on a sour note, with two fierce and
physically superior opponents in John Fisher and Hampton beating us convincingly.
On the whole, the Tiffin 2nd XV enjoyed a fairly mixed
season that comprised some satisfying victories and
some disappointing losses. In true Tiffinian fashion, the
season could have been a categorically more successful one if a set of the best fifteen boys, accompanied by
the extras constantly fighting for position, consistently
turned up to training and were completely focused
when they were there. This should be a lesson learned
for the younger boys who are planning to continue playing the game next season. On a more positive note, we
must acknowledge our forward pack, which showed
real guts and determination throughout the season.
Led by our superb captain Chris Born and vice-captain
Sam Dando, the group of lads gelled well together.
Minuk Lee, Gun Woo Nam, Pearse Johnson, Giles
Smith, Kasey Purvor, Sam Crawford, Max FuncheonDinnen, Rich Marvin and Matteo Probert all made
strong individual contributions to the team. Our backs
offered a new variety of options out wide. For that we
must recognise the efforts put in by Jamie Rowling, Oscar Herrera, Leonardo Buter, Samsher Dhami, Will
Nichols, Matty McConnell, Adam Salisbury, Ben
Crespin, Gana Nwana, George Powell and Will Brunt.
Finally, we must give a huge and sincere thank you to
our coach Mr White, who successfully managed to put
up with Giles Smith and us for the whole season. He
was a great asset in developing our strategic and tactical game play, and most importantly knew how to lift us
when our heads were down. For that, we are all extremely grateful.
Matteo Probert
U16 XV
I enjoyed this season more than any other at Tiffin with
our new coach Mr Wilson helping us play expansive
rugby and developing us as a team throughout the season.
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However, the first game didn't go according to plan
against Wallington as we lost by one point. Despite
dominating the majority of the game we didn’t convert
our chances; this would prove costly throughout the
season.
More defeats followed this result, narrowly losing to
Haberdashers’ Aske’s, St Benedict's and then a thrashing by St Paul's. In all these games we had left ourselves too much to do; however, that didn't result in a
lack of courageous and encouraging performances.
Losing increased our desire to win and our first win of
the season came against Windsor. We started as we
had the previous games conceding an early try but the
team came back strongly scoring immediately from the
resulting kick off. Poor defence allowed another try in
but once again the team fought back and managed to
score another 2 tries capping off a hat-trick for Nick
Shuttleworth.
After this win the Tiffin side regained confidence and
earned another against a strong Trinity side. The game
was controlled by tactical kicking from Tim Edgar and
Peter Chamberlain, pinning them in the corners. The
forwards dominated the rucks with Lucas Vicary turning
the ball over at every other break down and Prushoth
Rantheepan winning every maul allowing our centres,
in particular Mo Ali, to set up scoring chances, which
were expertly finished by Hamish Robertson.
This game demonstrated our great defence, especially
from James Gledhill making endless one on one tackles, but unfortunately he was unable to make his presence felt on the offensive end when he was unlucky not
to convert an easy finish in the corner. Fortunately this
had little impact on the game which we won 22-7.
We couldn't get enough of winning and two close wins
followed against Christ’s Hospital and Reigate, 12-7
and 19-17 respectively. Defence was pivotal in both as
we countered endless attacks with big hits from our
two heavyweight flankers Joshua Graham and James
Frankenberger. David Belcher’s endless one on one
sessions with Mr White proved pivotal as he ran the
whole pitch before being tackled on the 5 metre line
and deservedly ended up scoring the try. Sam Grant’s
carries in the loose gained many yards but always ended up falling short of the line, allowing front row players, especially Lucas Vicary, to capitalise and score the
easiest of tries.
We hoped to continue this good run of form against
Wimbledon College after the Christmas break. Surprisingly, we got the first score of the half courtesy of a solo
try from Hamish Robertson who capitalised on a kick
over the defence into the opposition half and was the
fastest man to the ball. Once again complacency came
into play as we conceded two soft tries, going into half
time 5-12 down. In spite of opening the scoring in the
second half thanks to a change of pace from Peter
Chamberlain (which we weren’t used to seeing) who
darted through a gap to score under the posts, things
just went downhill from here, conceding 31 unanswered points as Mohamed Ali didn’t know which direction we were playing in due to a head injury he picked
up during the match.
Our last game of the season was against our local rivals
Hampton, with us eager for revenge from our 0-70
40

thrashing the year before and an inspirational team
talk from Mr Wilson got us pumped up for the game.
From the off we were the better side with powerful running from Gagan Sidhu breaking the game line often,
but instead of converting this pressure into our own
points we conceded first, which made us want to get
back into the game. And so we did with Mohamed Ali
breaking the line, shrugging off many defenders and
scoring with one of his signature celebrations, ‘the
prayer’. With Nick Shuttleworth adding the extras we
went into half time 2 points to the good. Sadly we
couldn’t sustain this lead for the second half as we succumbed to some devastating set plays from Hampton
and lost 7-19. Regardless of the result, it was the performance that counted and all 15 players can hold their
heads high for the commitment given in this game.
Following last year’s success in the Carnegie Champion
Schools tournament, the Tiffin side was optimistic for a
new season of rugby league. First up was a close encounter with Feltham.
The side came out strongly and scored first but a determined Feltham side hung on and managed to score a
well-deserved try to take a 4 point lead. In the final seconds of the game, the superior handling of the Tiffin
side was shown and the ball fell into the hands of Ben
Delchiappo who produced an unbelievable finish,
grounding the ball with what seemed like just his
thumb. The game was taken into gold point and Tiffin
displayed clinical efficiency, scoring on the first set with
a wonderful solo effort by James Frankenberger.
Further wins followed and Tiffin eventually found itself
with a trip to Wales to face Monmouth in the last 16.
The team arrived with no time to warm up but they had
been mentally challenged on the way by Mr O’Connell
in the form of cryptic crosswords. Unfortunately the
team was held back by an injury to playmaker Peter
Chamberlain whose presence couldn’t quite be replaced. Monmouth proved too physical for the Tiffin
side who suffered a narrow defeat.
The team regrouped after a break for the London final.
After facing Brentwood High at the Stoop last year the
two teams met again although at slightly more modest
facilities. Tiffin came out strongly and scored first. Immense tackling by Peter Chamberlain on their main
player put them under pressure and led to Tiffin running away with the game. Super sub Hamish Robertson
came on to produce a memorable hat-trick and Mohamed Ali was awarded man of the match and has to
be applauded for learning how to ‘draw and give’. Ben
Temple put in a courageous performance by running
great lines, making his tackles from his wing but most
importantly diffusing the ball from an up and under.
The sevens season also provided a lot of success, Tiffin
entering the Rosslyn Park and Surrey 7s tournament. At
the Surrey 7s Tiffin took creative methods to warm
themselves up throughout the whole day which included the renowned through the legs across the whole
pitch. This warm up provided us with a 2nd place group
finish behind a strong Whitgift side. So we entered the
plate and opened up with a 30 point semi-final victory
over Trinity and beat Harrodian in the final, scoring
some exceptional tries in the process.
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would appear to have all the answers...

UNDER 16 RUGBY XV

In the Rossyln Park 7s we got drawn in an extremely
tough group including Eton whom we gave a run for
their money but came up two points short. As only one
team could qualify from the group we had to win our
remaining games stand any chance of progressing into
the latter stages. Regardless of winning our next game
we lost our penultimate match, sending us out of the
competition.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege to lead this team
throughout the whole season. On behalf of the squad
many thanks go to Mr O’Connell and Mr Wilson for their
hard work and dedication by giving up lunchtimes and
Saturdays to help us improve. Lastly, I want to thank
the players for putting a huge amount of effort into
training and matches.
Peter Chamberlain (U16A Captain)
It was a pleasure working with the U16s last season,
seeing them progress and develop from junior “run as
far as you can with the ball then throw it anywhere”
rugby players, to young men who could control and execute game plans, tactics and strategies to make them
competitive against even the strongest rugby playing
schools.
It is also great to see the majority of the U16s go forward and represent the school in the first and second
XV.
Good luck to all the U16 squad. I hope they all continue to enjoy playing rugby for many years to come.
GW
U16B XV
It is with fondness that Mr Wilson and I recall working
with a large squad of such enthusiastic players.
Amongst the B squad in particular was a very good balance of boys pushing for places in the As and those,
perhaps less aspirational and less keen to train, but
absolutely reliable when it came to turning out on Saturday for matches. Of the B team squad of 22 players
that began the season, Tim Edgar, Gagandeep Sidhu,
Patrick Paul and Ben Temple became regular A team
players by the season’s close and a further half dozen
regularly filled in for the As when required.
The season’s record reads played 11, won 4 and lost 7,
but the obvious mis-matches in experience and ability
mitigate the heavy defeats suffered at the hands of St
Paul’s, RGS Guildford, Wimbledon College, Hampton
and St Benedict’s 3rd XV. The more memorable success stories include coming from behind to beat
Wallington in the opening fixture of the year and following that with a particularly confident and dominant victory over Haberdashers’ Aske’s. It was at this point
that Gagandeep Sidhu was promoted to the A team and
his strong influence in the forwards was sorely missed
in subsequent matches against St Benedict’s and St
Paul’s.
The month-long gap spanning half term, a fixture-less
Saturday and the onset of the GCSE mock fortnight
meant that progress and enthusiasm had waned and
numbers were depleted for the trip to Pangbourne. We
showed up there with a meagre and embarrassing total
of 11 and then proceeded to rub salt in their wounds by
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better exploiting the increased space on the pitch that
a 22-man version of the game creates. Tim Edgar, Robin Ward and Lloyd Perry took advantage and kept the
ball alive most effectively. They basically turned the
contest into something closer to the 7-a-side format
and kept the ball well clear of their much bulkier pack
of forwards. Nine tries to four was the upshot of the
match and I was left apologising profusely to their
coach whose mood had changed from frustrated and
very accommodating of our predicament, to just plain
old frustrated.
A splendid victory followed against Trinity in a match
where we played genuine 15-man running rugby. With
Tim Edgar promoted, Paul Franke enjoyed the chance
to take control from fly half. The forwards and Robin
Ward provided a solid platform for him and he timed
some wonderful passes that George Faulkner and Hans
Lee happily capitalised upon. The 39 – 17 final score
reflected a clinical performance and comprehensive
victory.
The A team injury list impacted upon B team availability
from the end of November through to the season’s
close. With the loss of Ben Temple and Angus Watkins
to the A team three-quarter line, increased responsibility was placed on the shoulders of the B team stalwarts
Biri Umasuthan, Daniel Sahraee, Max De Podesta, Tim
Baker, Will Reed, Alex Bowler and Sanjaey Mohanaraj.
They certainly stepped up to the mark in a cracking
battle against Reigate. Although never ahead, we
fought resolutely to claw our way back into contention
twice in the game. There could be no criticism of effort
or commitment, but it was a shame that the game finished in narrow defeat to our visitors.
After the Christmas break, and following a 50 point
drubbing by Wimbledon College, the side were revived
in time for John Fisher. In what was undoubtedly our
best performance of the season and one that could
quite plausibly have been mistaken for the A team contest in its level of physicality, it was unanimously
agreed to have been the most satisfying game any of
the team had played in. With 10 minutes of the game
to play, John Fisher led 14 – 5, and had breaks by Robin Ward and Hans Lee been converted into scores, then
I would argue that the result could easily have been
different. As it was, Fisher scored against the run of
play, taking the game beyond us and breaking our spirits in doing so. Against a side that had annually subjected this team to sizeable thrashings, it was a true
measure of our improvement that we ran them as close
this year.
As ever the end of Year 11 acts as a bit of a crossroads
for the U16B squad and the future rugby careers of
some of its members. I hope that most continue to
persevere and I urge them to continue to commit to
training and wait patiently for opportunities to play in
the 2nd XV. Equally, I hope that the likes of George
Faulkner, Hans Lee and Biri Umasuthan fulfil potential
to become pivotal members of that side and seriously
contend for places in the 1st XV over the course of the
next two years. Many thanks to all involved for making
the season such an enjoyable one and I hope the
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squad are as aware of the improvements made as I
bear testament to.
CO
U15 XV
The Tiffin U15 rugby squad started the season tremendously well, and finished with aplomb. What happened
in-between should remain a closely-guarded secret, but
results genuinely only tell one side of a story. The first
two balmy September Saturday mornings at Grist’s saw
the U15s comprehensively defeat both Wallington and
Emanuel in successive weeks, before the team began
an entirely accidental losing streak that would prove
difficult to overcome.
Training with the U15s was fun. The initial after-school
sessions were met with excited chants of “MUGA, MUGA, MUGA!” as the rubber-crumbed surface was
opened. The enthusiasm was only tempered slightly by
the early-season fitness training that was to await
them. Substantial bribes were offered to excuse team
members from the last sprints, but none were accepted.
Rucking the ball was our first area to address, after
both St. Benedict’s and Wimbledon College had displayed superior technique to deprive the U15s of possession. The initial reluctance to start with a low body
position was soon overcome, and the collision areas
around the tackle soon became more competitive in
both training and Saturday fixtures.
Tackling will hopefully prove to be a great strength for
the U15s as they move up the school. They have certainly done plenty of practice! In some games it must

have felt like the only thing the boys were doing. In
others, however, the U15s dominated possession, only
to concede breakaway scores which really flattered the
opposition. The fixture at Reigate sticks in the memory
as a match which Tiffin controlled. The pack was superior, but couldn’t seem to cross the whitewash, and the
resulting urgency in the backs led to handling errors
and intercepted passes.
The inability to win games where we controlled possession hurt us again against RGS Guildford and Hampton,
but it showed the U15s how close they were to success. In the last game of the season, the U15s routed
Rutlish at home and finally cut loose to score at will.
Tom Morris was an outstanding captain and leader all
through the year, who set a very high standard for his
team-mates to follow. Without his leadership, the team
would have been lost, but the spirit never broke, and
the enjoyment remained.
The U15B side were highly motivated under the captaincy of Ed Ervin. Despite being decimated by injuries
and call-ups to the A team, their results were admirable. A demolition of Pangbourne was a particular highlight.
In rugby league, the U15As were more successful,
reaching the South West London league final, with wins
against Southborough and twice against Christ’s
School, Richmond. Unfortunately, Tiffin were defeated
by Christ’s in the final. The different format allowed a
number of fringe players to showcase their talents, and
it is definitely a discipline that the U15s should continue to enjoy next year. They show real promise in the 13a-side game.
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In Sevens, the U15s lacked out-and-out pace, so did
not have the luxury of cheap tries. They had to work
through several phases, with the ball going through
several pairs of hands before crossing the line. The
boys were outstanding in the Surrey Schools Tournament, finishing as Runners-Up in the bowl competition,
with notable wins against Ernest Bevin, Riddlesdown
and St. Joseph’s College before succumbing again to
Reigate in a last-gasp defeat.
I will certainly remember the indomitable spirit of the
U15s this year. I urge them to continue to play rugby,
and I am sure that further success is within reach. It
was a pleasure to be their coach, and I am extremely
grateful to Sam Dowsett, James Caddy and Alex Halse
for their expertise and dedication to coaching the
squad.
I must also say a huge thank you to the band of parents
and followers of the U15s for their unending faith in the
team. The boys may not say so often, but they are very
grateful for your support in both good and bad weather,
all over the South East!
AM
U14 XV
The Tiffin U14’s rugby A team, coached by Mr Keary,
finished the season respectably with 7 wins and 11
losses, a substantial improvement on the previous season. The team experienced moments of unparalleled
brilliance and moments of substantial disappointment
during the season, but despite some quite large defeats, huge improvements were made over the two
terms. There were many individual moments of magic
but, when we won, it was always due to excellent teamwork, a reinvigorated camaraderie and a belief in one
another.
Tiffin started the season with a 38-10 victory over
Wallington, proving the ability of the players and showing how well the team could play, exemplified by some
great passing, strong running and support play. Emanuel were next but the match was stopped short, due to a
nasty injury, and a default loss was recorded. The following week, against Haberdashers’ Aske’s, the team
started off strongly, ending the first half just 2 points
down, but a loss of focus in the second half allowed
Habs to secure a 43-26 victory.
Tiffin again had a strong start against St. Benedict’s;
however, the superior size of the opposition took its toll
and the team succumbed to a 14-47 defeat. The team
definitely showed determination in this match, and
again in the next, against St. Paul’s, where the team
were offered the opportunity to stop the game, but instead decided to play on for the final ten minutes,
showing great spirit and commitment.
The team recovered from the battering at St. Paul’s to
face Windsor. Needless to say, this was a very close
match, with Tiffin constantly deflecting the hulking pack
of the Windsor team. In a tense finish Tiffin pulled away
in the remaining minutes to finish the game 26-10,
once again showing how well the team can play when
focused and confident. This steely resolve could not be
maintained against Pangbourne College, as Tiffin lost in
the final play of the game, with a painfully close score
line of 26-27.
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Further defeats at the hands of Trinity and RGS Guildford didn’t diminish resolve or reflect the improvements
made by the forwards and backs in their game play. In
a very impressive game against Ernest Bevin, the team
bounced back and ruled in all areas of the pitch and
won convincingly. The three hardest matches of the
season took place consecutively, with Wimbledon College, John Fisher and Hampton putting Tiffin to the
sword, but not diminishing the efforts given by all members of the squad. The season was capped off nicely
with a fourth place in the Surrey 7s tournament, showing the range of talent in the side.
The team made huge progress this season, from the
set pieces to basic passing, tackling and game play,
with players gaining valuable experience and developing new skills. But most of all, the squad showed outstanding moments of teamwork and never gave up despite the trials and tribulations we faced throughout the
season. Of course, none of this would have been possible without Mr Keary, whose hard work and leadership
have inspired the team and prepared us for the years
to come.
Hugo Khan (Captain)
U13 XV
This was a truly outstanding season for the U13A Year
group. Their Union playing record finished -Played 13
Won 12 and Lost 1, scoring 482 points and conceding
just 87. They also won the regional Rugby League
Champion Schools competition and progressed to the
National Competition, beating schools from Wales and
Castleford before losing out to eventual National Champions, St. Wilfred's Wakefield, in the semi final.
The A team’s first game back in September was against
Wallington Grammar, just 2 days after we started back
at school. A lack of team and individual preparation
was evident in the performance and fitness of the side,
as we lost 7 points to 19. However, that result was a
clear wakeup call and comfortable victories followed
away to Emanuel and Haberdashers’. Just before half
term they played against RGS Guildford who are always
a stern test. Outstanding forward play produced plenty
of ball for the backs who devastated their opposition.
Any ball Guildford did get didn’t pose much of a threat
to Tiffin’s defence, who tackled their hearts out. Tiffin
ran out winners 69-0. After half term, first up were Dulwich College. In a very competitive affair, the difference in the sides was Tiffin’s ability to win the rucks
and create turnovers. Superb defence kept Dulwich
from crossing our line and a hat trick of tries from Angelo Buter and one apiece from Josh Kim and Luke Kim
allowed Tiffin to win by 29 points to nil. With confidence
riding high, KCS Wimbledon travelled to Grists three
days later, providing another extremely difficult challenge. In wet conditions, superb defence against some
extremely big and athletic KCS players paved the way
for another victory, the home side running out winners
by 19 points to 10.
Brimming with confidence but aware that the challenge
of the Surrey Festival was formidable, the side travelled
to Whitgift two days later to compete in the Competition. The draw did us no favours, but excellent wins in
the group stages in the morning against John Fisher,

RGS Guildford and Esher High allowed us to progress to
the semi-final of the main competition. Against a Trinity
side unbeaten this season and fully expecting to waltz
through to the final, Tiffin played with fantastic determination and resilience. In a physically brutal game, Tiffin
went behind to an unconverted try, but hit back with
minutes to go in the game with a try and conversion to
silence the Trinity supporters and set up a final against
the hosts Whitgift. With a big home crowd cheering for
Whitgift and many of the neutrals supporting Tiffin, the
atmosphere was fantastic and neither side let the spectators down. Whitgift threw everything they had at us in
the first half only to be repelled again and again by outstanding Tiffin tackling, led by Josh Kim, but supported
by the other 14 players. Whitgift finally scored but
missed the conversion to lead 5 points to nil at half
time. A much focused half time team talk, mainly
around rucking being the key to our success, sent the
team back onto the pitch with renewed vigour. Finally
winning some good ball, a number of phases allowed
Luke Kim to go over from close range to score and we
converted to lead 7-5. Whitgift responded well, forcing
Tiffin into conceding a penalty which the home side
kicked to regain the lead 8-7. With only two minutes
remaining and everything still in the balance, Tiffin dug
even deeper, summoning the energy and desire that
has epitomised this season. An excellent break from
Elijah Cho set up good field position and the forwards
won a couple of great rucks which got us close to the
Whitgift line. Quick ball was the key and as the Tiffin
pack steamed over the ball, it was moved wide by the
backs for Angelo to cross in the corner. The conversion
was missed but we led 12-8. A good kick off reception
followed, we maintained possession for a couple of
phases and eventually forced Whitgift to concede a
penalty. We kicked into touch and the whistle blew for
full time. This is the first time in at least 20 years that
Tiffin has won this tournament. The whole squad were
fantastic on the day as they had been throughout the
early season and this was testament to the work they
put in throughout Year 7 and in the first three months
of the season.
Tiffin needed to keep their feet firmly on the ground, as
difficult trips away to St. Benedict’s and Trinity followed.
The latter were beaten 31-7 and the former 29-0. The
Trinity performance was the best of the season. Having
soaked up wave after wave of Trinity attack on our own
try line, tackling as if their lives depended on it, the
boys dominated the latter stages, running in some excellent tries. Reigate posed us more problems than any
other team but we snuck victory with a last minute try
from Angelo, before beating Guildford again before the
term ended. In January the side continued where they
left off before Christmas with three excellent wins, defeating Wimbledon College 33-5, John Fisher 43-7 and
Hampton 46-0. We had our fair share of injuries over
the final weeks of the season, but the strength of the
squad was such that the B team players who were promoted coped comfortably with A team rugby.
The success of the A team was very much down to the
level of competition for places. For the first time in
many years we had the strength across the Year group
to match the very best schools in the region. The B

team won 12 games, lost twice and drew once whilst
the C team won 5 of their 6 matches.
In the pack, the outstanding performer was Josh Kim
who was devastating both with and without the ball.
Many a fly half played in fear as Josh hunted them
down relentlessly. His tackling was superb, he turned
over ball continuously and he was a very powerful runner. Whilst Josh went about his business overtly,
George Griffiths complimented him in the back row sublimely, out thinking and out playing the opposition forwards with guile, skill and pace. He captained the side
supremely, leading by example and earning the respect
of teammates and opposition alike. Conor Fulton
brought the footballing skills to the number 8 position,
and he looked just as at home playing in the half backs.
On his day, Arash Hussaini was a match for anyone, but
if he is to rival his fellow back row players, he needs a
little more focus. Luke and Ji Kim were tireless workers
in the second row, Luke particularly running extremely
effectively with the ball. As his handling skills improve,
he should develop into a fine player, whilst Ji, unlucky
with injury, also displayed fantastic potential. Ali Fouladiasl was one of the finds of the year, making his way
from the Cs to the As rapidly. Pace, agility and good
handling will make him a great prospect for the years to
come. In the front row, Chris Judge had a fantastic season. He trained and played as well as anyone in the
squad and threw his life and soul into every game. Hosuck Lee has the best hands of any hooker I have seen
in many years and although not always as noticeable
on the field as his peers, he rarely did anything wrong
and brought everyone else into the game. Oliver Tse,
Andrew Siu and Sid Nath made up the rest of the pack,
adding plenty to what was already a formidable unit.
At scrum half Harry Woodcock worked hard on his
game and made up for what he lacked in physical stature with bravery and talent. He showed guts to regain
his position after a short early season blip and never
looked back. As individuals, George Prentice, Marcus
Yeoh and Angelo Buter were tremendous, even if they
didn't always click as a trio. George handled and kicked
very effectively and communicated as well as anyone.
Marcus not only had good pace, fabulous footwork and
a lethal tackling technique, but he consistently turned
opposition ball over. Angelo, fast and powerful, added
to his many tries in Year 7 and was a very reliable defender. If we could get him running on to the ball at
pace he would be unstoppable. Sam English made the
full back position his own, counter attacking brilliantly,
whilst Elijah Cho and Will Burdess brought very different attributes to the wings. Both tackled superbly, but
Elijah had a powerful and direct approach compared to
Will's elusiveness. Matthew Hinks, when fit, showed he
had all the skills needed to be an A team regular, but
was unfortunately hampered by injuries, and Marek
Kaczmarski would have played in any other A team at
this age group but couldn't quite break into the side.
His day will come, though, as he learns the finer art of
full back positioning. James Cook and Abijan Pakiyarajah were always on the fringes and made important
contributions when involved.
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Year 8 Rugby League
Having beaten all before them in Elmbridge, Surrey,
London and the South East, and then a side from Merthyr Tydfil in Wales, the U13s completed a round trip to
Yorkshire of 418 miles to compete in the National
Schools Rugby League quarter final. This was unknown
territory, first of all playing Rugby in the summer
months, but also the first time we had travelled into
Rugby League heartland to play a side that played this
format of the game on a regular basis both at school
and at club level. A crucial toss was won allowing us to
benefit from the slope and the elements in the first half
and we started extremely strongly. However, it was
clear that Castleford High were up for the physical challenge and we had to learn quickly how to look after the
ball in the contact situations. In attack, our speed,
strength, handling and footwork proved too much for
them and our solid defensive line was rarely breached.
Tries from Josh Kim (2), Angelo Buter, Marcus Yeoh, Ali
Fouladiasl, Arash Hussaini and George Griffiths, combined with 4 conversions from Conor Fulton, allowed us
to run out winners by 36 points to 14. This tremendous
performance, both as individuals and as a team,
earned them another road trip to Leeds to compete in
the semi-final. This was, however, one trip too far as
the experienced St Wilfred's team more than coped
with what had up to now been our simple, but highly
effective, game plan. They tackled everything we threw
at them and returned it with interest, running out comfortable winners in the end. However, it had been a
memorable run and a great opportunity to extend a
tremendously enjoyable season.
I would like to wish the boys the best of luck as they
move up the school, hopefully to even greater success,
and thank all the parents who were ever present on the
touch line, be it in Surrey or further afield in Yorkshire.
SC
U12 XV
“It was a game of two halves” is an oft-used quotation
in sport and ,if applied to last year’s U12 season, would
have hit the nail very squarely on the head.
The season started with the dampest of damp squibs
in that for the match against Haberdashers’ Aske’s the
coach on which we were due to travel failed to turn up.
Never have there been so many disappointed boys
lined up on Birkenhead Avenue as there were on that
Friday afternoon. It did, however, mean that we had an
extra session to prepare for the match against St Benedict’s the following Saturday. As it turned out we would
have needed twenty extra hours of practice to have
made any impression on a significantly more organised , athletic and experienced team. But as always the
boys were beginning to learn about the game and
about the time and effort that they would need to commit to it if they were to be successful. A number of the
boys were showing real promise at this time and many
continued to work hard at their game throughout the
season. Layth Medhi was proving to be a most elusive
broken field runner, Luke Harden looked like he was
going to be a good, strong forward but a number of nig54

gling injuries slowed his progress, Stuart Kaufmann
was beginning to understand the game and Vitthagan
Murugesu was getting fitter and stronger training session by training session.
Following the match against St Benedict’s we should
have been able to beat a rather disorganised Emanuel
XIII. However, the boys got over-excited when they finally did score their first try of the season , not realising
that the game still had 20 minutes to run. The result
was an Emanuel win. This didn’t seem to upset the
boys too much once they realised that they were going
to get free food after the match.
After half term the first major obstacle to be overcome
was the Surrey Festival. Although they did not stand
any real chance of progressing through to the knockout
stages of the main competition, it was a valuable learning exercise for the boys. They performed well in some
of the pool games and those less experienced players
were given the opportunity to develop a greater understanding of the dynamics of the game.
It was around about this time that the self-belief within
the team began to manifest itself. A run-away victory
over an unusually weak-tackling Challoner team gave
the boys some confidence that they could score tries
and a fine display of tackling and defensive organisation against Dulwich College, including some particularly impressive try saving tackling from Cameron Helsby
and Alex Line, showed that even the biggest of boys
couldn’t run when a Tiffin defender had wrapped his
legs up. The match against Reigate, on the penultimate
Saturday of November, was a rip-snorter, both teams
looking to put their first victory of the season on the
card against a traditionally rugby playing school. The
forwards, ably led by the daredevil captain Helsby, dominated possession, and with Nnaemeka Anyamele making a number of bullocking runs the game was there for
the taking. Unfortunately Tiffin couldn’t quite convert
the pressure into points and right at the death the lightning quick Reigate winger finally got the ball in enough
space to outflank the defence, run the full length of the
field and score in the corner. Game over: Tiffin 0 Reigate 5 – sport can be a harsh mistress.
If the fixtures in the run-up to Christmas were tough
those after the festive season really required the boys
to show their mettle. A wasted journey half way to a
frost bound High Wycombe opened up the second half
of the season in a most unsatisfactory manner and
then an away trip to a freezing John Fisher awaited the
boys. Two tries in the first 10 minutes by Fisher gave
every indication that this was to be a thrashing. Then
suddenly like a bolt from the blue the Tiffin boys started
to play. Rather than half the team tackling, everyone
was getting stuck in, the backs attacked from depth
and handled with confidence and the forwards were
winning far more than just their fair share of the ball. I
would love to report that the boys won the game but
unfortunately they didn’t. What did happen was that
they had developed the self-belief that they needed to
take the game to the opposition which resulted in a
most successful end to the season. With Ali Butt’s recovery from injury we could pair him with Brendon Liew

which gave the team plenty of gas in the wider positions. Louis Palmer’s presence in the centre helped
with the distribution of the ball to the outside backs
and Alex Belemet was becoming a terrier-like hooker.
All of the above meant that the team was really beginning to take shape and this was apparent in the results
as the season came to its conclusion. In tournaments
or on the regular fixture list victories over Emanuel,
Hampton, St George’s Harpenden and Orleans Park

were all recorded between the loss to John Fisher and
the Easter holidays.
Overall the boys can be really proud of themselves.
From a position where few of them had played competitive rugby they were now able to compete with many
more experienced teams.

Under 16 Ben Delchiappo on the burst.

TW
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RUGBY RESULTS
Fixture
Wallington

1st

2nd

U16

U15

U14

U13

L 15-30

W 43-19

L 14-15

W 46-24
W 36-17

W 38-10

L 7-19
W 49-0

U12

L 5-15
Emanuel

L 0-48
W 26-0

R.G.S.

L 8-10

L 15-43

Guildford
Haberdashers'

St.Benedict’s

Windsor

L 0-39

L 0-32

L 0-52

W 44-5

L 0-48

L 12-52

L 10-21

L 0-56

W 47-12

W 37-20

W 56-0
W 61-7

L 15-17

L 12-15

L 14-15
W 22-12

L 17-49
L 24-62

L 24-43
L 24-62

L 19-22

L 0-31

L 12-32
L 0-41

L 0-88
L 19-49

L 14-47
L 7-29

W 29-23

W 17-0

W 41-15

L 22-37

L 10-26

L 7-49
L 0-27

W 28-15

St.Olave’s

L 0-38

L 0-28

W 41-12

L 5-36

L 34-36
St.Paul’s

Trinity

Reigate

Pangbourne

Wimbledon
College

KCS

L 13-33

L 5-80

L 7-26

L 0-55
L 5-40

W 29-17

W 29-24

W 67-0
W 17-0

L 0-29
W 49-5

W 29-0
D 7-7

L 0-51
L 0-22

W 15-8

L 17-22

L 7-34
L 26-28

W 20-5
L 12-29

W 22-19
W 22-11

L 0-7
W19-5

L 12-29

W 22-0

L 5-31
L 22-51

L 10-24
W 48-0

L 26-27
W 29-5

L 15-17

D 8-8

L 12-42
L 0-54

L 10-55
L 12-33

L 0-65
L 0-55

W 33-5
W 47-10

L 0-39
L 0-31

L 7-8

L 28-43

L 12-22

L 5-50
L22-45

L 5-76
L 0-51
W 53-0

W 15-10
W 44-10

Reed's

John Fisher

Hampton
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L 0-32

L 3-29

L 3-29
L 5-29

L 0-43
L 0-48

L 7-51

W 43-7
W 24-10

L 0-34
L 0-43

L 9-29

L 17-29

L 7-17

L 0-31
L 0-20

L 0-48
L 5-44

W 46-0
W 91-0

W 27-12
L 5-15

