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From the Head's Study 
After 30 years at Tiffin, including almost 20 years on the Senior Leadership
Team, and 8 years as Head, I have taken the decision to step down at the
end of the summer term. For some time, I have wanted to pursue a number
of other significant interests in my life, and I’m hoping to find more time to do
this!
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Tiffin is a wonderful school and has been a huge part of my life. It has been a great privilege to
lead it, but I have also been excited and fortunate to be able to bring in some very significant
changes as Head, especially the mixed Sixth Form, but also the developments to our buildings
and infrastructure. However, it is now the right time for somebody else to build on and continue the
work of providing this special education. The Governors have been engaged in a robust process to
find a suitable successor, and will make an announcement in due course.

In the meantime, Tiffin continues to excel in what it does. Despite the disruption of snow and train
strikes, we have managed to conduct our end of term activities in the way that we would like. We
have had our carol services, and I was particularly pleased that we were able to put on a special
alumni carol service last week in central London. The senior chamber choir performed
exceptionally well and were appreciated by all who attended.

I’m also very pleased that we completed our construction of the new Sixth Form Centre and
library, and these were officially opened earlier in the term. They are being very well used by all
students. Thank you to those alumni who donated to help fund the furnishing of this project. 

Of course, much of what we do here at Tiffin would not be possible on government income alone.
We have always raised voluntary funds from parents and we are now extending that to ask alumni
whether they would be prepared to give regularly to the Tiffin Education Fund. In that way, we will
continue to sustain the outstanding quality of education, and in particular the provision of our
fantastic extracurricular activities such as music, drama and sport, which contribute so much to the
students’ development, as well as their fond memories of Tiffin! If you are able to, please do click
on the link in this newsletter to set up a direct debit and help us to maintain the wonderful Tiffin
education.

I wish all alumni and their families a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 2023. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher

To read the Head's last school newsletter, please click here

https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends
https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/22268#!/DonationDetails
https://user-sun8jvd.cld.bz/Head-s-Newsletter-25-November-2022


Hello and welcome to another edition of Tiffnews!
tiffinfriends.org

many hundreds of pupils he taught through A-Level History and Politics. Mike’s tenure as Head
has been a resounding success by any definition. The School’s exam performance remains stellar.
He has presided over major fundraising and construction projects, and brought about the brave
move into mixed education in the Sixth Form. He and I both hope to conclude the merger between
Tiffinian Association Limited and the Tiffin School Foundation, and begin to make some long-
awaited and much-needed improvements at Grist’s, before his last school year ends. Above all, he
has steered Tiffin through the storm of Covid-19, the greatest educational crisis since the Second
World War. I know all of us in the Tiffinian Association will wish him well for the future, and offer
our whole-hearted support to his successor in due course. 

We continue to make progress on the due diligence underpinning the proposed TAL-TSF merger,
which I have written about in previous editions of Tiffnews. The TAL Board has taken the decision
to postpone the TAL AGM until the new year in the hope of being able to make a more concrete
report at that time, so if you are an AGM regular watch this space for a notice in due course. Work
is also continuing with the Grist’s masterplan, and again I hope to write in a future edition of
Tiffnews with more information.

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter

I hope you will forgive me for writing only briefly this time around. I recently
became a father for the first time, and having also been elected Master of the
Tiffinian Masonic Lodge in October, I’m stretched a bit thin at the moment when
it comes to Tiffin business!
I should begin by paying tribute to Mike Gascoigne as outgoing Head Teacher of
Tiffin School. Mike first came to Tiffin before I did, and I was one of the many  

We continue to make progress on the due diligence underpinning the proposed TAL-TSF merger,
which I have written about in previous editions of Tiffnews. The TAL Board has taken the decision
to postpone the TAL AGM until the new year in the hope of being able to make a more concrete
report at that time, so if you are an AGM regular watch this space for a notice in due course. Work
is also continuing with the Grist’s masterplan, and again I hope to write in a future edition of
Tiffnews with more information.

I hope that many of you will be reading this having enjoyed the School Carol Service on 14
December. Tiffin continues to excel in music, and what better way to showcase its success than
through the traditional pre-Christmas celebration at All Saint’s Church in Kingston.

Finally, you will have received a message from the School development office encouraging you to
sign up as a regular donor to the Tiffin Education Fund. I encourage you to contribute if you can.
Regular donations not only provide the Fund with the means to support the School in expanding
the range of opportunities open to Tiffin School pupils, they also provide a measure of
predictability and financial security. Having served as a trustee of the Tiffinian Association for well
over a decade, I can absolutely testify to the value of regular donors in keeping a charity going
strong. 

That’s all from me for now. Until next time, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas!



Connect with Tiffin 

 J Kennedy. Recycling blazers raises money for 
the school, helps current parents and is good 
for the environment! 

Would you like to connect with fellow Tiffin 
School alumni? Join the alumni Linkedin 
group to make personal and professional 
contact with your fellow Old Tiffinians.

To access the group, click here or search 
'Tiffin School Alumni' on Linkedin.

Help us continue to give Tiffin students wider opportunities by donating
to the Tiffin Education Fund

The Tiffin Education Fund is the cornerstone of the provision of an outstanding Tiffin
education. It helps to provide many of the sporting, musical and other activities which make a
Tiffin education so special.

Much of what we do at Tiffin would quite simply not be possible without the support of alumni
such as yourself.

 
 

Are you still in possession of 
your ‘stripy’ blazer?
If you would be willing to 
donate it to the school, please 
drop it off at the school's 
reception or send it by post to 
the school, addressed to Ms 

Donations of other current uniform are also 
welcome.

Donate here 

2022 winners

                                                            Previous win

 Jan’22 £50     John Wright                     ‘19
 Feb’22 £50     Gordon Mylchreest         ‘21
 Mar’22 £50     Peter Cozens                    ‘21
 Apr’22 £50      Nick Wright                      ‘19
 May’22 £50    Trevor Brain                      ‘20
 Jun’22 £50     Godfrey Jillings                      
 Jun’22 £1000 John Boult                              
 Jul’22 £50       Chris Ball                                
 Aug’22 £50     Jack Foster                       ‘21                        
 Sep’22 £50      Nick Wright                       ‘22                        
 Oct’22 £50       Bob Neville                       ‘20                        
 Nov’22 £50      Mike Taylor                        '18                      
 Dec’22 £50      Richard Painter                                             
 Dec’22 £1000  Roger Parker 

OTA 100 Club
The last 3 draws were held at the recent 
Old Tiffinian Social Lunch on Dec 8. 2022 
winners will mostly have been paid with 
the help of OTA Treasurer Mark Darby.
Congratulations to winners and thanking 
all members for their support.

The 100 Club makes a major donation 
towards the Association’s income so do 
please consider becoming a member. The 
cost is £60/annum or £5/month by 
standing order. The prizes are £50 each 
month plus half-yearly major prizes of 
£1000. For further information contact 
Greer Kirkwood by phone on 01483- 
850705 or by email at 
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/22268#!/DonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/22268#!/DonationDetails


Old Tiffinian Events
service, chatting over minced pies and mulled wine.

Tiffin School 
Kingston Carol 
Service

Alumni Central London 
Carol Service 

The Tiffin School Carol 
Service was held at All 
Saints Church in Kingston 
on Wednesday 14th 
December.

The Alumni Central London Carol
Service was held at St Andrew's
Church in Holborn on Thursday 8th
December. 

It was a service of nine lessons and
carols lead by Father Owen Higgs with
readers including Mike Gascoigne, Phil
Phillips and Head Prefects Maya
Halahan and Janindu Weerasinghe. 

Alumni and 
staff old and 
new mingled 
with current 
students 
before the 

Thank you to everyone who attended the carol service
and donated to the Tiffin Education fund on the night and
beforehand. Your generosity and support of Tiffin School
is sincerely appreciated. 

Parents, governors, staff 
and alumni enjoyed the 
service of nine lessons and
carols, after which there was 
the opportunity to mingle 
over drinks. Thanks to 
Friends of Tiffin Music for 
providing the drinks service.

Quarterly Tiffinian Lunch 
The 107th quarterly Tiffinian lunch was held 
at the Ristorante Sorrento in Tolworth on 8 8 
December. There were 11 attendees – Paul  

The 107th quarterly Tiffinian lunch was held at the Ristorante 
Sorrento in Tolworth on 8 8 December. There were 11 
attendees – Paul Bettison, Jackie Richards, Dennis Clarke, 
David Evans, Jack Foster, Stuart Lester, Tony Millard, Gordon 
Mykcheet, Huck Wright, Greer Kirkwood and Malik.
An excellent meal was served, and the conversation around 
the table was both lively and stimulating. Views were aired on 
the future of TAL and the possible merger with the school 
charity – it was regretted that there were not more members of 
the Tiffin family present. There was discussion of various 
current affairs and much reminiscing of school days (does any 
reader have a photograph of the pram on the school roof – 
circa 1953?). 
Dates for lunches in 2023 are: Mar 30, Jul 13, Oct 12, Dec 14. 
All will be at the Ristorante Sorrento in Tolworth, 12:30 for 
13:00. If you wish to have your name on the attendees list 
please contact Greer Kirkwood at 
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com or telephone 01483850705. 
You will then receive an invitation to attend about two weeks 
before the date of the lunch.

mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com


Tiffin School 

Music 
Performances

Learning Resource 
Centre Reopening 
Our fantastic LRC library/study
room is now back and open
for use, looking great and
being well used by students.
We are very grateful to the 

many Sixth Formers who gave up their time to get
things up and running. Mr Gascoigne and Ms
Galvin (LRC and 6th Form Centre Manager)
officially cut the red ribbon in a small ceremony
dedicated to the memory of Ms Galvin's son 
Tristan Galvin-Sparks who
was a wonderful Tiffin
student and Deputy Head
Prefect. You can read more
about Tristan below. 

Dance at the 
Rugby 
A group of pupils
from Tiffin performed
at the Rugby League
World Cup Semi Final
at the Emirates Stadium on 12th November,
in front of 40,000 spectators. 

They worked hard during many hours of
rehearsals to perfect their dance to Let Me
Entertain You by Robbie Williams and were
also able to enjoy watching match before
and after their performance.
It may not be a match that the England team
want to remember but was an exciting and
memorable day for our students. 

Jack Petchey
Awards
On 16th November four
of our nine Jack
Petchey Award 

winners from 2021-22 were honoured at a
ceremony at the Rose Theatre attended by the
two Mayors of Kingston. Tiffin has benefitted
hugely from generous grants from this scheme
which recognises hard work and determination
of young people across London and Essex. 

It was a fantastic night celebrating the
achievements of Tiffinians and young people
from across the Borough. Special
congratulations go to Arjan Dhatt, Stuart
Simpson, Musab Bouyadan and Xavier
Flambert who were in attendance. 
The evening was made even more special by a
memorable

performance  from
our very own
Tiffinians acapella
group.

The Autumn 
Ensembles concert
showcased the
impressive range and quality of performances
prepared by many of the school's instrumental  
groups since the beginning of the school term.
There were performances from the String
Orchestra, the Wind Chamber Orchestra, the
Chamber Orchestra and many more. 
On Sunday 23rd October, 40 members of the
Tiffin Boys' Choir treble line performed
Mahler's 8th Symphony at the Royal Albert
Hall. The Boys' Choir joined forces with
several other choirs and rose brilliantly to the
challenge in front of an audience of five
thousand attendees. Writing in The Guardian,
Andrew Clements commented that 'The choral

s inging.. .  was
massive and
glor ious' .  



Tiffin School 

Cricket

Rugby
The highlight of this term's
sporting achievement
goes to the U13s who won
every match at the Surrey
Festival, conceding just

one try in six games and beating Dulwich School
and RGS along the way. 

The Tiffin Y11
Basketball team won all
of their games at a
regional tournament held
at Kingston Academy to
progress through to the 

next stage at the London Youth Games. 

Basketball

Rowing 
The start of the rowing season starts with the
longer distance gruelling head races over
5km. TSBC entered both Kingston Small
Boats Head and Tedddington Head, both
raced from Hampton Court to downstream of
Kingston Bridge. 

The club had a great start to the season with
a host of top 5 results at Kingston Small Boats
Head. with a noticeable win from our J15
double. At Teddington Head, our girls brought
home the medals in the WJ154x+, a great
result from a newly formed crew. 

Tiffin has been
named in The
Cricketer 'Schools
guide 2023', which
features the top
100 senior schools
for cricket.

Celebrating
Diversity and 
Community
Last month the 
Tiffin LGBT+ 
Society was invited 

to The Kingston Academy with sixth formers
from fellow LGBT+ societies at Kingston
Grammar School and Coombe Girls' School for
a wonderful afternoon of karaoke and friendly
competition crafting crowns with spaghetti and
marshmallows. 

Tiffin School then welcomed students from
TKA, KGS and Richmond upon Thames
School for a hugely successful after-school
social with over 50 attendees. The LGBT+
society are finishing out the autumn term with a
festive movie night hosted by KGS.



Tiffinians

Where in 2023 When What for 

Effingham
Thursday Jan 

5th
TGS meeting

Betchworth
Thursday April 

6th
TGS v Old 

Hamptonians

Guildford
Monday May 

22nd
TGS v Old 

Kingstonians

Bramley
Friday June 

22nd
SSOB

Jonny Lee Miller (1991)
Jonny Lee Miller recently played John Major in Season 5 of 'The Crown'
opposite Imelda Staunton as Queen Elizabeth II.

After leaving Tiffin, Jonny starred in films including 'Trainspotting' and 'The
Flying Scotsman' and won a Laurence Olivier award for his portrayal of Victor
Frankenstein/The Creature in Danny Boyle's 'Frankenstein' at the National
Theatre. 

Michael Javaherian (2002)
Michael Javaherian who is currently a Partner at LPC Law has been appointed by the Lord Chief
Justice as a Deputy District Judge on the South Eastern Circuit to sit within the Civil Jurisdiction.

Michael Russell (1970)
After a successful career as a television writer and producer, working on
such series as A Touch of Frost, Midsomer Murders and Between the Lines,
Michael Russell decided to write what he had always wanted to: books. The
first two Stefan Gillespie novels, The City of Shadows and The City of
Strangers were both shortlisted for Crime Writers’ Association awards and 

the third, The City in Darkness, takes a sideways look at the Second World War through Irish
eyes. Michael lives with his family in West Wicklow, in Ireland, not a million miles from Stefan
Gillespie’s home. 

Tiffin Golf Society

Martin Williams, Fixtures Secretary OTGS mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

Good news from Betchworth 
where in a display of touching 
altruism, your committee 
members, playing as the 
Puttenham 3, returned the 3 
lowest scores of the day. The 
successful team, the Classroom 3, 
carried off most of the prizes with 
licensed victualler, Russell 
Hoadley, also taking the longest 
drive prize and recording the 
overall stableford winning score 
(40 points). Arthur Philkinson and 
Ian Langrish completed the trio. 
Nick Wright arrived nearest to the 
pin on hole 10. This prize should 
have gone to MW who was far 
nearer the pin but on the wrong green. Gary Ayres picked up the 2nd place stableford score. 
Many thanks are due to John Forster and all those who entered a riveting Knock-Out 
competition which was won last week by Geoff Howes who beat Nick Wright in the final at West 
Byfleet.



Alastair composed several pieces of music, such as Spiral, Halazuni, which was performed at the 
lunchtime Proms, Under the Giant Fern of Night, O Magnum Mysterium and Quincunx. 
Performances took place at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Barbican, Guildhall, Cadogan Hall and 
Chartres Cathedral.

Alastair Michael Putt (2001), 23.7.1983 - 12.8.2022
Alastair Putt, who died tragically in August at the age of 39, attended 
Tiffin School from 1994 to 2001 after his primary education at 
Burlington Schools, New Malden. 

As well as receiving an excellent secondary education, it was at Tiffin 
that Alastair's interest in and aptitude for music was greatly fostered 
under the direction of first David Nield and subsequently Simon 
Toyne. 

While at Tiffin, Alastair sang in the Tiffin Boys’ Choir as a treble and later a tenor, recording CDs
and performing at venues in the UK and Europe, also China and the USA. He took part in the
annual school Choral Competition and won this one year. During his time at school Alastair also
sang in the choir of All Saints Parish Church, Kingston, singing on Sundays and for special
services.  He was an all round musician and some will remember him playing the double bass with
aplomb at Tiffin on the Field.

After A-Levels in Music, Government and Politics, and Latin, he spent a gap year working in the
Music Department of the Borders store in Kingston and also travelling in South America, where he
made some lifelong friendships.

Alastair went on to gain a Choral Scholarship and read Music at New College Oxford, where he
sang tenor in the daily Evensong services in the Chapel, under the direction of Edward
Higginbottom, and performed in the UK and abroad.  He graduated with a First Class degree and
sang with the New College Choir as a Lay Clerk for a time, then obtained a Masters degree in
Composition at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

Alastair was also an accomplished classical guitarist and played in several concerts.  He earned
his living as a typesetter and freelance singer with choirs such as the BBC Singers and EXAUDI
and travelled with them extensively.  He also sang in church choirs, including St Margaret’s
Westminster, where he sang for ten years and where his funeral was held.

Alastair especially enjoyed going to concerts, walking and cryptic crosswords. 
His family and friends also remember him for his convivial nature, cooking, 
entertaining and witty sense of humour. He was widely respected in the 
music community and is missed by many friends and colleagues here and 
abroad.

He leaves behind his parents, Sue and Tony, his wife Anyssa, who he 
married in 2015, two sisters, Laura and Ellie, and two nephews, of whom he 
was very proud.

We regret to announce



We regret to announce
Tristan Galvin-Sparks (2021)

Tristan joined Tiffin in 2014 and was thrilled to have the opportunity to get 
involved in so many aspects of Tiffin life. He threw himself completely into 
the ethos of what it means to be a Tiffinian. He loved learning and being 
part of the school community. Tristan was a polymath and a creative who 
could put his hand to anything. He liked a challenge and even if he found 
something tricky at first, he would work out a way to do it to his best ability. 
He loved representing his House; Raleigh, playing badminton for the 
school team and making the most of everything Tiffin offered whilst 
looking up to the older students as an aspiration. 

When he then became a senior student, it was he that the younger boys looked up to, regularly
getting a hi-five or a hello in the corridor. He knew every student's name and he was recognised
around school by both students and staff. 

Politeness and manners were a big part of who Tristan was, and he would always hold open a 
door for you or stop to talk and ask how you were. He loved helping around school and would 
always find time to help anyone whenever they asked. In years 10 & 11 he worked in the school 
canteen and was always on hand to help out.

Tristan joined TBN (Tiffin Broadcasting Network) at the beginning of his Tiffin journey and 
ultimately ran it during his 6th form years. He filmed everything from the church services to sports 
day, productions, music concerts and house events. If there was a school event, you could be sure 
that he would be there to help somehow. He was the go to person for any help by staff and 
students over the years. During the lockdown Tristan used his knowledge of filming and technology 
to help set up the online open evenings and filming of the new sports centre.

Tristan found his spiritual home in Lucy Hughes’ fantastic drama department. He benefitted so 
much from her kindness and guidance. He played Gavroche in Year 8 and enjoyed performing in 
many roles over his years at Tiffin including the riotous fun of House drama competitions.  
He also helped to make production sets and filmed all the school productions, and GCSE 
performances. But most of all he found friendship and happiness with students from all different 
years.

In the amazing Tiffin Art Department, his passion for architecture was 
nurtured by Alice Nava & Mr K. His knowledge, creativity and skill in 
architectural design was exemplary. Alice said that students like Tristan 
are the reason you go into teaching. He thought out of the box and 
understood things in such a mature way, even from year 7. After 
completing his GCSEs, Tristan gained a prestigious work experience 
placement at Richard Roger’s RSHP Architects, where again, his 
knowledge, creativity and friendly personality, shone and impressed them.
(cont'd overleaf)



Tristan left Tiffin in 2021 to study BA Architecture at UAL Central Saint 
Martins and in the short time that he was there, he was already making a 
name for himself as a friendly, kind and creative student. He achieved top 
grades and had already won an award by Christmas.

Even after he had left, he came back to Tiffin as a member of staff to help with covid testing and 
to help out around school. He was always so proud to show prospective students and staff around 
the school and if you ever had a tour from Tristan, you were given the best.

He loved Tiffin passionately and his legacy for kindness and enthusiasm will live on. His loss is 
devastating to all who knew him, but he will remain a Tiffin legend forever. We hope that every 
Tiffin student will see him as an inspiration to live life to the full and to embrace it with curiosity and 
enthusiasm, politeness and kindness. 

The reopened LRC has been dedicated in his honour and his photo stands proud as a reminder of 
what it means to be a Tiffinian.

Barrie Paul Grant (1962)
Barrie joined Tiffin School in 1957 when he moved to London with his 
family. During his school days he was a keen rugby player, rower and 
actor who played roles in Coriolanus and Waiting for Godot during his 
time at Tiffin. 

He remained a very proud and supportive Old Tiffinian throughout his 
life, attending reunions whenever he could and regularly reading 
TiffNews.

He died of pancreatic cancer the day before his 78th birthday and met 
his illness with humbling stoicism and a zest for living, having declined 
chemotherapy in order to live the day. He will be greatly missed.

Tristan's time in 6th Form saw the new Co-ed and girls joining for the first 
time, and through this made friends with an amazing group of students. As 
a year 12 Prefect he shone as someone who was reliable and hardworking. 
He was awarded the most Prefect points for his enthusiasm and hard work. 
He was then made a deputy Head Prefect in Year 13 and helped coordinate 
events around the school. In Nov 2020, Tristan won the Jack Petchey 
Award for his outstanding contribution to the school.

We regret to announce

David Cunliffe (1953)
David became interested in drama while attending Tiffin and this interest led to his winning, at age 
16, a Queen's Scholarship to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) after which he worked 
for several years in repertory theatre around England until he became one of Granada Television's 
directors during Coronation Street's earliest years. Over the succeeding decades he accumulated 
a very large body of work as a director, producer-director or executive producer, much at Yorkshire 
Television, in such programmes as Before My Time, The Man in Room 17,  A Bit of a Do and many 
more. David died on New Year's Day 2022, aged 86.

(cont'd)



And finally...

All at Tiffin School 
wish you a very

merry Christmas and 
a happy new year!

Thank you for all of 
your support in 2022.

If you have any content that you would like to be included in the next issue of TiffNews, please 
send in by 28th February 2023 to:

development@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey 
KT2 6RL

mailto:development@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

