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From the Head's Study
It is great to be able to write to you
whilst also witnessing the very
tangible progress that the building
works
are
making.
Our
construction company moved on
to the site over Christmas. The old
canteen was demolished in
January and since then the piling
and foundations for the new
building have been completed, and
the building is beginning to rise!
You can watch a short film of the demolition of the building,
made by boys in the ‘Tiffin Broadcasting Network’ by going to
this link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urfLcyH5dnE&feature=yo
utu.be
I would like to thank all those who have so far contributed to
our building appeal and I would urge those of you who have
not, to consider doing so. We are way past our halfway point of
our target of £200,000, but we need more funds yet to
complete the building in the way that our Tiffin students
deserve. Please go to the information below to see how you can
donate to the building appeal.
Beyond the excitement of the new building being constructed,
the School of course continues to be extremely busy with the
all-round education that it provides. I do hope that you were
able to listen to the Choir’s Christmas Carol Service which was
broadcast on Classic FM. Since then some of their highlights
have included performing in Titanic Live at the Albert Hall, and
they are singing Evensong at Westminster Abbey on Monday 3
April at 5pm, which is a real privilege. Also on the performing
arts side, the Drama Department put on a fantastic production
of The Comedy of Errors in February, and Tiffin achieved third
place in the London Youth Dance competition, a fantastic
achievement. In sport, the School continues to offer an
incredible programme; we have seen some very good
performances in the rugby sevens competitions, and in
basketball, the U15 side are the Surrey champions! We also
have performed in various debating and maths and literary
competitions, whilst of course continuing to academically
challenge our students to achieve their best. We had a good
number of Oxbridge offers this year and the government
recognised our fantastic academic achievements last summer
with a special certificate from the Schools Minister!
The school progresses, changes and moves on, but many of the
core values that you appreciated as pupils here, are still present
in the all-round education that Tiffin continues to offer, even in
ever more difficult financial circumstances for state schools. It's
always good to hear news of what old boys are now doing, and

I look forward to seeing alumni at the events of the summer
term.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher
For the Headteacher’s newsletters on the school website,
follow this link:
http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html

There are 3 ways to donate to the Tiffin
New Building Appeal:
1. Cheque: please return the form (which can be found at
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/about/fundraising/Ne
w%20Building%20Appeal%202016.pdf) together with a
cheque, payable to ‘Tiffin School Foundation’ to Tiffin
School. Please remember to tick the Gift Aid box if you are
eligible to do so.
2. Bank Transfer: if you would like to make your donation via
bank transfer, our bank account details are ‘Tiffin School
Foundation’ Sort Code 20-46-73 Account number 93994287.
Please include the reference ‘21C’ followed by your surname
on your payment, and please send the form to the School,
ticking the Gift Aid box, if you are able to do so.
3. Online via PayPal: donations can also be made via the
Donate page of the Tiffinian Association’s website
www.TiffinFriends.org. Please tick the category ‘21st Century
Building Project’ on the initial page and tick the Gift Aid box,
if you are able to do so.
By Gift Aiding any donation, the School can claim back 25p
in every £1 from the Government, so please do this if you are
a UK taxpayer. It will cost you nothing.
Thank you to all those who have donated to both Phase 1
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/about/donations/201
5%20plaque.pdf
and Phase 2 of the Tiffin 21C Building Project
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/about/donations/201
7%20plaque.pdf

about how for two years in succession, the House Rowing Pairs
Competition was won by Kingsley, completely upsetting
expectations, because one of the pair was not even in the
School Boats!
Peter Johnston (1942)

Tiffin Alumni Summer Reunion
7.30pm to 9.30pm, Friday 30 June 2017
in the Head's Garden
The framework of the ground floor of the 21C new building at
Tiffin School is now in place.

Despite the building work for the new canteen there will be
a Summer Reunion for alumni and friends of Tiffin School.

To see the floorplans of the new building, please go to the
pages at the end of the newsletter.

The evening will include a tour of the School and drinks will
be served in the Head's Garden (the garden's no longer off
limits!) You will even get a glimpse of the structure new
canteen building!

The School Canteen
I was particularly interested in the John Samuels’ recollection
of the School Canteen just after World War II in the last edition
of Tiffnews. I went to Tiffin in September 1934, at 10 ¼, almost
certainly one of the youngest in Dot Porter’s 1A and the
smallest too. Not many stayed for lunch in those days. Boys and
masters would cycle home, and others walked or used public
transport. I travelled on the 604 trolley bus to New Malden and
like most, managed the day’s main meal in the period allowed
– almost two hours! I recall that school dinners were joked
about – often by people who hadn’t had one – a bit like British
Rail – or more accurately ‘rail travel’ nowadays?!
School lunches remained as above until, probably September
1940, by which time the war had hit rock bottom. All Europe
was occupied and there was food rationing, fair but ‘serious’.
That school lunch became a valuable ‘extra’ to the diet of the
family concerned – it was wholesome and entirely free of
rationing, though, of course, as John says, even in the fifties,
charged for. Then, in the forties, and throughout the period so
far, the food was served in a large downstairs room in Elmfied,
managed by a Mrs Tobyn. At some stage, I’d raised the issue
that I thought I’d detected watered-down milk (every boy was
entitled to I think 1/3 pint, daily) and this hadn’t gone down
well as she’d felt I was accusing her, perhaps. But for me, all
was forgiven at the School Farm camps in the summers, where
the same lady supervised cooking and feeding us all. By the
time I left in 1942 I’m sure she had forgotten my tactless
referral to milk. You can tell, I hadn’t, and still feel slightly
ashamed!
Gradually almost every boy stayed though I cannot record the
details, John notes in the new place in the 50s, it was a main
constituent of most boys’ days at school. I believe, that by 1941
and ’42, I was taking an occasional duty as a prefect – apart
from a Head and a Deputy, there were only prefects to
supervise. Very occasionally misbehaviour arose but food was
‘respected’ with scraps and left-overs possibly inspected before
discharge into a bin collecting prospective pig food. Everywhere
in Britain there were Pig Clubs, where such food was consumed
by pigs locally owned.
Thinking back to those times, brings back many happy
memories – of events and people. One day hopefully I’ll write

There's no charge to attend, but if you’d like to attend
please book your place online by accessing the link:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/events/list
Alternatively please email Alex Swift at
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or ring her on 020 8546 4638.
Alumni who left in years ending with '7' are particularly
encouraged to attend to celebrate their milestone year!

The Inaugural Tiffin School Boat Club
Reunion Dinner
The ex-Head of Tiffin Rowing, Carol Cornell and Kelvin Wong
(2008) organised a superb dinner for Boat Club alumni. It was
wonderful to see so many Tiffin rowers returning to Kingston
and such a colourful array of blazers! For more photos of the
evening, please click on this link:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/TSBCevents2017dinner

The 104th OT Skiff Race,
Sunday 24 September 2017
The competitors will gather at
Dittons Skiff and Punting Club,
Queens Road, Thames Ditton
(next to the Albany Pub)
before rowing up to the start
at Hampton Court Bridge. The
challenging race will start at
about 11.00am at Hampton
Court Bridge and will finish
near Kingston Bridge taking
about 25 minutes. There will
be a spectator launch
following the race so family and friends are welcome.
At the recent Tiffin Boat Club Reunion Dinner, Tony Ellis
invited new crews to take part in the race. If you’d like to
submit a crew (2 rowers and a cox) to take part in the race
please contact Tony Ellis at anthony.ellis587@gmail.com or
David Gattey at david.gattey@baqus.co.uk. There is a small
cost of £5 per head to enter the race and a fee for the
spectators on the following launch.

Thames Hare and Hounds Cross Country
Race 2017

The cross country event for teams of alumni from schools all
over the country, took place on a foggy day in December. It was
the second time Tiffin had alumni representing the School. The
team consisted of Sean Renfer (2006) (Team Organiser), David
Pimm (1977), Joe Chang (1997) and Oliver Garner (2013) (not in
photo).

Reunion Row for the 1970 Tiffin School
Eight Crew (2020!)

Many congratulations to Sean who came 4th in the individual
race and also to the Tiffin team which was placed 6th, just ahead
of the Harrow School alumni team. The results can be viewed
here: https://opentrack.info/c/alumni/alumni/finish/
If you’d like to be part of next year’s Tiffin alumni team, please
email your details to TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
One outcome of the TSBC Reunion Dinner is that the 1970 1st
VIII (above) have been motivated to follow the example of the
’65 boat and try to organise a 50 year reunion for 2020. They
are Henley Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup semi-finalists after
all!
They’re starting the organisation early and several of them have
stayed in touch - stroke (Ian McCarthy), 7 (Fred Kingdom), 6
(Andy Powell), 5 (John Roberts), 4 (John Fisher), 3 (Clive
Chandler), and bow (David Tuffin).
However, they have lost contact with two of the crew members
– cox, Geoff Farley (1971) and 2, Rob Lewis (1970).
If any Old Tiffinians have any contact information for either of
these alumni, please could they send it to Alex Swift at
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our eighty-ninth lunch was held at our usual venue on
Thursday, 8 December ie. Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Road,
Tolworth, Surrey KT6 7DE - meeting at 12.30pm for lunch at
1pm. Departure will be around 3pm.
The ten present were - Dennis Clarke, John Dibley, Jack Foster,
David Ingall, Godfrey Jillings, Greer Kirkwood, Tony Millard,
Peter Osborne, Jim Swift, John Wright.
The above retired group (bar Peter Osborne) had an excellent
lunch with even steak again on the menu. One sadness was the
announcement that David Jagger had passed away and that his
memorial was to be the following day. He used to be a regular
attendee until he retired and moved down to Sussex. Apologies
were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on the day.
Finally, the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.

Future Thursday dates are - Spring 6 April, Summer 13 July,
Autumn 12 October.
All are welcome and if you wish to attend and bring guests,
please let me know on 01483-850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

Since the last report draws have taken place as follows :Previous win
£50

Dec 2016 £50

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trwH3AGPt9U&sns=em.
Earlier in the term, he was awarded the university prize for
conducting, which means that he will conduct the Cambridge
University Symphony Orchestra next academic year.

Rev Dominic Barrington (1980)

OTA 100 Club

Nov 201

and the whole performance can be seen on:

Dan Godfrey

Staines

2010

John Bingham

Old Woking

2016

Dec 2016 £1,000 George Warren France
The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social
Lunch. Again those present were disappointed in not seeing
any of their numbers coming up. Of the above winners, this is
the fourth small win for both Dan and John during their
membership. While George began in 2013 and has started with
the ‘big one’!
Congratulations to the three and thanking all members for their
support.
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the Association’s
income so do please consider becoming a member. The cost is
£60 per annum or £5 per month by standing order. The prizes
are £50 each month plus half-yearly major prizes of £1,000.
Further information can be obtained from Greer Kirkwood, 28
Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX, telephone 01483850705 or email: greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

Events for your diary
Friday 30 June 2017 Tiffin Summer Alumni Reunion in the
Head’s Garden
Thursday 13 July 2017 Summer Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Tuesday 18 July 2017 Tiffin Choir 60th Anniversary Concert
Sunday 24 September 2017 Tiffin Skiff Race, Hampton Court
Bridge to Kingston Bridge
Thursday 12 October 2017 Autumn Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Sunday 19 November 2017 Tiffin Oratorio Concert

People

is Dean of St
James’ Cathedral in Chicago. Before
ordination he spent five years with
the Arts Council where he worked
to create and fund new
performance opportunities for
many internationally renowned
ensembles, including the London
Symphony and Royal Philharmonic orchestras. He was then
rector of a church in Kettering for 12 years.

Adrian Borland (1974)
Below is an extract from a new
film about the life of the late
Adrian Borland (1976) called
‘Walking in the Opposite
Direction’. Adrian was an English
singer, songwriter, guitarist and
record producer, best known as
the lead singer of post-punk band
‘The Sound’ (1979–87). He had a substantial solo career
spanning five albums.
While at school he was much revered in Elmfield for his guitar
playing prowess and the band he formed with two other
students in the 1976 cohort, Adrian (Jan) Janes and Bob
Lawrence.
http://www.walkingintheoppositedirection.info/

Roger Garfitt (1962) Roger’s poems reflecting the life
of Shropshire novelist Mary Webb have
been recorded by Re-stringing The Lyre
https://restringingthelyre.wordpress.com/
alongside the jazz music of British
composer/pianist Nikki Iles in a recording
entitle ‘All My Holy Mountain’. It’s recently
been described in a review by the Guardian
newspaper as ‘powerful poetry laced with
jazz’. To hear an earlier YouTube recording and introduction of
the collection from the Leasowes Bank Festival in 2009, please
click here
https://youtu.be/9LpGgIe_hY8

Jack Bazalgette (2014)

recently conduct Mahler's
4th Symphony in Jesus College Chapel,
with an orchestra (who he had fixed
himself) full of students (many in the
National Youth Orchestra) and
professionals. It was extremely fine,

Richard Harvey (1972)

a BAFTA winner, won the
Best Soundtrack award at the 2017
“Annies" in Los Angeles, for his score for
“The Little Prince” - a collaboration with
his long standing friend and colleague,
Hans Zimmer. “The Annies" are the
Oscars of the animation world and
competition is always very fierce with
Pixar, Disney and Paramount fighting for
the top awards.

Following the recent release of his choral album “Kyrie”,
featuring the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir, the disc
was immediately selected as ‘Record of the Week’ on Classic
FM. One of the highlights this year is the staging of Richard’s
score to the film ‘Luther’ in Germany as a screened film, with a
live orchestra performing the score.
Richard runs a charity (MAE Foundation) funded by concerts he
organises with his friends and accomplices, such as John
Williams (classical guitar).

Tonia Hickman

Congratulations to Tiffin School
administrator, Tonia Hickman, who was
awarded the British Empire Medal in
this year’s New Year’s Honours for
services to diversity and inclusion in the
Civil Service. Tonia is the wife of Tiffin
alumnus, Alistair Hickman (1991).

Prof Timothy Reeves (1962)

In December 2016
Prof Reeves was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Agricultural Science by the
University of Melbourne. This is the
highest award that the university can
bestow and is the first DAgrSc awarded
for around 20 years. You will notice that
he is wearing his Old Tiffinian tie.

Tiffinian Sport
Old Tiffinian Football Club
As another season draws to a close, it has been a mixed
campaign for OTFC. The 1st XI were hampered by various
injuries and absences; the 2nd XI have at times struggled to
match their promotion-gaining form of last season; the 3rd XI
and 4th XI both look set to avoid relegation again; and the Vets
have had good, bad and ugly results.
As always, we are continually looking to strengthen our
relationships with the broader Tiffin alumni. Rewind to the start
of the season where our Club Development Day was a huge
success with OTFC fielding three senior teams to play two
school teams (an upper sixth and a lower sixth team) in a round
robin tournament with shortened games. This took place as the
Vets played against their derby rivals (Walton Strollers) on the
adjacent pitch. More than just a few of the school's current

alumni showed huge promise and would bring fresh legs and
enthusiasm to the OTFC squads as and when they are ready to
sign up to OTFC.
We have also been heavily involved in working towards a long
term solution to improving the facilities at Grist’s, our spiritual
home. If anyone would like to help offer their expertise to assist
in fundraising for a project like this, please do get in touch.
This summer we are looking forward to a culturally enlightening
tour to Budapest in June. Plans are being finalised but it is never
too late to jump on the OTFC bandwagon, so please contact
your skipper if you would like to join us on tour.
Please also get in touch if you would like to play Saturday
afternoon football – our five teams play at a variety of levels
which allows us to cater for almost all standards of players.
Please drop an email to the club address on
oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or visit the club website
www.otfc.org.uk for more information.
Our pre-season training starts in July and there will be various
other social highlights to keep us busy outside of the football
season (OTFC Golf Day, Twenty20 Day, 6-a-side Tournament
and, of course, our Tour to Budapest). Hope to see you at one
(or all) of these events soon!
G Nutt (2000)
OTFC 1st XI:
The OTFC 1st XI season is now coming to a close and with two
games left to play at the time of writing, the purple heads are
in a very steady middle of the table position. In previous
seasons, this would be seen as a success, but as this season
comes to a close, the Ts can't help but be disappointed with the
finishing position. After starting the season very strongly, with
7 league wins out of 8 before Christmas, 2017 hasn't been so
kind. Only picking up one win and a handful of draws, the boys
in purple have slipped down the league from challenging for
first, to a steady sixth.
Mutterings of 'doing a Leicester' and sacking the manager have
been heard round the changing room, but with no one keen (or
capable) to take over, it seems the players will just have to up
their performances for the last couple of games. There are
positives though to take from this season, a couple of new and
returning players have strengthened the squad, meaning that
instead of using another 52 different players like last season, it
looks like that may be brought down to below 40 for this
season. As we start to look toward next season, the hope of the
same strong start is at the front of everyone’s minds.
S Rose

OTFC 2nd XI:
2016/17 for the OTFC 2nd XI will be remembered as the season
that should have been… things were looking so good, a
renewed sponsorship with partners Joy Indian Cuisine bought
us a new kit, a number of new signings brought us new blood,
OTFC IIs looked to repeat their promotion-winning campaign of
the season prior. We have played beautiful, flowing football at
times alas, at other times we have played well beneath our high
standards. Our “core” has been injured/away/unavailable a few
games too often this season and it has shown.
Despite a very strong start and something resembling a strong
end, we had a period in the middle of the season where we
went without a win for just too long. With two games to go, we
stand 6th in the table. We should be finishing 5th, but it could
have been much more. Aside from one uncharacteristic heavy
loss on a 3G pitch, we have battled with everyone, we are one
of only two teams to have taken points off the league leaders
and aside from a very dubious penalty decision in the dying
moments against second place team, we would have been the
only team to gain a win against them.
We remain an incredibly strong unit with a genuine
togetherness and desire to do better. Next season we will.
Having for so many years been a bottom of the league kinda
team we are enjoying fighting for wins, promotions and goals.
Apart from anything else… a post-match pint is far more fun
having won.
D Bostelmann

Despite not always being able to field a full squad of fourteen
on match days, the IIIs have managed to retain a good core of
players, who have made themselves available for almost every
game so far this season. We have also turned to youth in recent
weeks, with teenage striker Dom Lundie starting to find the net
on a more regular basis and winger Max Ruane coming through
with a great deal more confidence, composure and strength,
both of whom have given the IIIs something slightly different
higher up the pitch. Other notable mentions for new players are
winger Owen Kirk and goalkeeper Matt Hurst who have both
settled nicely into the side and to the club.
However, despite a good group of players coming into the side
this season, the IIIs are losing two of their most valuable assets.
Former Tiffinian Andy Johnston, the IIIs regular number 1 has
decided to retire at the end of the season. Andy has improved
dramatically over the past three seasons, and has become a
reliable shot stopper and a proper club man. Our second big
loss is Matt "Forrest" Power. Forrest (also a former Tiffinian)
has played for the club for an unbelievable 13 years, starting at
the tender age of 16. Forrest has played in almost every
position on the pitch for the IIIs this season, has scored four
goals and remains to be the first to go in for a 'big tackle'. He
will be sorely missed for the next three seasons, as he prepares
to make the big-money move to China. The IIIs and all of OTFC
wishes him well for his new venture, and hope to see him at
mid and end of season social events.
D Hogg (2006)

OTFC 4th XI:
OTFC 3rd XI:
rd

The Old Tiffinians 3 XI have had a very tricky second half of the
season. After starting off the campaign so strongly with three
wins and three draws in the first six league fixtures, the IIIs have
gone on to earn one single point during 2017.
In truth, our poor run of results began at the beginning of
December with a 7-1 thrashing to the hands of Brent, which was
followed by... another 7-1 thrashing at home to the hands of
our local derby side, Old Pauline. These fixtures led to a further
five successive losses, leaving the IIIs way down the table in
tenth position. We have been fortunate this season for
Guildford's misfortunes, who have been unable to field a side
on a regular basis and find themselves rooted to the bottom of
the league table with a negative points total.
During this dreadful run of form, the IIIs have begun to struggle
to field a full squad for matches, often having to borrow players
from the IIs and the IVs. Not entirely surprising, it's never an
enjoyable feeling to lose a football match.

It has been goals, goals, goals for the OTFC 4th XI this season.
Across the league and the cups there has been an average of
6.35 goals per game. The highlights have been a 7-5 victory
away at Old Meadonians and coming from behind scoring some
spectacular goals to draw 4-4 with Wandsworth Borough.
For their last game of the season, OTFC 4s travelled to Reigate.
It was also a crunch game. A win or a draw would secure fifth
place in the league for Tiffs but a defeat would allow Reigatians
to finish fifth and drop Tiffs into the bottom half of the table.
The week before, against Old Sedcopians, Tiffs had started
slowly and were 3-0 down before eventually coming back to
lose 4-3. Against Reigatians, the pre-match team talk was
therefore all about the need to start better and defend better
at set pieces. Fifteen minutes into the game Reigatians were 20 up – both goals from set pieces. In the second half, Stephen
Dwyer – returning after injury/international duty – pulled one
back for Tiffs with a penalty. But Reigatians soon restored their
two-goal advantage. Then two more goals for the impressively

sun-tanned Dwyer (bringing his season total to 22, the highest
in the league) brought Tiffs level at 3-3. Then the drama really
began. With 5 minutes remaining, the referee awarded
Reigatians a debatable penalty, which was duly converted.
Stung by a sense of injustice, Tiffs swarmed forward from the
restart. With 2 minutes left to go, Tom Flynndinho picked up
the ball on the half-way line, powered past two Reigatians
players and, from the edge of the penalty area, rifled a low
curling shot into the bottom corner of the net. A fantastic goal.
Tiffs were ecstatic. The referee blew for full time a moment
later and the game finished 4-4.
The dramatic comeback epitomized the great team spirit in the
4s this season. The draw secured fifth place with a record of
played 18, won 6, drawn 6, lost 6. A tremendous achievement
given this is only the second season the 4s have been playing in
recent years. Bring on next season.
The 4s were also crowned Club Development Day Champions,
beating all other teams in the tournament (Author’s note: after
turning up late to perhaps tactically disrupt proceedings!). We
are always on the look-out for new players. If you fancy getting
involved please get in touch via the club website.
S Newby

OTFC Vets XI:
When the Old Tiffs Vets sat proudly on top of the table at the
end of September, with thumping 6-0 and 5-0 wins under their
belt, they reflected that this period in the sun could not last.
But even these grizzled veterans could not have predicted the
stormy winter ahead. Fast forward to Spring and the team have
only secured just two more league wins - a 4-0 thumping in the
first week of January, and a 4-2 victory in March. In between,
hampered by inconsistent availability, bad luck and occasionally
poor play, results have been patchy. But still the season has had
plenty of bright spots, including some good victories in the
friendlies, and the group continue to enjoy their Saturday
afternoons.
P Markham (1989)

third place with two games to play. Should the team
consolidate 4th position (a win on 1st April would pretty much
do that) or even improve on it, it would be the teams highest
ever league finish, a fantastic achievement for the club.
What is even more impressive, is that this is a side that has its
roots firmly based in the school with a whopping 72% of players
who have played for the 1st XV this year being Tiffinians. Not
only has the side drawn directly from the school, but also from
across the ages with the likes of James Fentiman (1994) and
Steve Bannell (2003) lining up alongside Will Nichols (2013) and
Louie Mackee (2013).
The side has been led superbly by Captain Jae-Won Jang (2010),
who, as well as scoring a personal haul of 18 tries, has led the
side to 13 wins from 20, winning 8 games out of a possible 10
at Fortress Grists as well as picking up impressive victories on
the road away at Basingstoke, Bognor, Portsmouth, Battersea
and Millbrook.
The sides strength this year has no doubt been based on the
forward pack and Laurie Unwin, Alun Davies, Steve ‘Banjo’
Bannell, Tom ‘Cabbage’ Carvill, Joseph ‘Jiggy’ Hughes, Kumara
‘K Pup’ Malikaaratchi, Will Staples, Andrew Mackay, Josh
Howard Clarke, Louie ‘Monkey’ Mackee, Jae-Won Jang, James
Price and Alex ‘T’ Turner have all been immense. Whilst the
pack has been dominant, they are of course mere workhorses
and it has taken the brains of Andy Staples with the assistance
of Andy Blackburn to guide them carefully.
The team is no one trick pony however and as the old saying
goes, whilst the forwards have won games, the backs have
decided by how much, with Ali Watkins in particular pulling the
strings from Fly Half and scoring no less than 184 himself this
season. Outside of him Ben Mellett, Ali Halse, Will Nichols,
Jamie McNicholas, James Fentiman, Tom Anthony, Joshua
Graham, Alex Lake and Jack McSweeney have all run hard and
tackled well.

Old Tiffinian Rugby Football Club
April is the month of the Grand National and as we enter the
final furlong of the 2016/2017 season there is no doubting that
the current state of OTRFC would be considered that of a
thoroughbred.
At the time of writing, the 1st XV currently sit in 4th positon of
the London 3 SW League (National level 8) and only 4 points off

Special mention in particular must go to two people, without
whom, the club would not even exist, let alone be so successful.
Firstly, a massive thank you to Andy “Old Man” Blackburn who
not only coaches the side, but selects the team (a full time job
in itself some weeks), deals with RFU administration and stands

on the side lines each week with very little personal gain.
Cheers Blackers!
Lastly, and by no means least a very special mention to James
Fentiman who, after 362 appearances and 1442 points for the
side, has finally been put out to pasture. Not only is Fenti clearly
a dedicated Tiff, but it is fair to say that without his
commitment, enthusiasm and organisational skills the club may
well not exist today. We wish him all the best in retirement!
Away from the 1sts, the 2nd XV have been equally impressive.
The side, captained by Sam Dowsett and Richard Sedgwick
(who is ably assisted by Vice Captain Sam Dowsett) currently sit
2nd in the CBS Butler West Conference Reserve League having
won 9, lost 5 and drawn 1 from the 15 games so far this season.
Dowsett and Sedgwick probably have the hardest job in the
club as they try and patch together a side each week but have
done so this season with great distinction. They have even
managed to introduce Will Sharp, Connor Fulton, Will Burdess,
Stefan Frost and George Price into the side, who between them
have scored a remarkable 13 tries in 4 just games. Alongside
the stalwart skippers, Alex Cassidy, Sam Staples, Dave Wood,
Rob Singleton and Matt Biggs have all trotted out consistently
throughout the season.
With a tour to Munich at the end of April and the End of Season
Dinner on Saturday 13th May 2017, it would be a brave man
who betted against the club continuing the good form of this
year and cantering into 2017/2018!
If you want to get involved then please contact Andy Blackburn:
andyblackburn10@hotmail.com
Steven Bannell

Tiffin Golf Society
The Society continues to welcome a regular influx of new faces
and we’d love to welcome more.
If you would like to play in one of the matches or join the
Society please contact the Fixtures Secretary, Martin Williams
at mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
The fixture list for the summer looks like this:

Monday
20 March
2017

Farnham

Bap, Golf
Dinner

£52

Thursday
13 April
2017

Hindhead

v
Old
Hamptonian
s

Bap, Gold
Dinner

£70
ish

Thursday
8
June
2017

Puttenham

v
Old
Surbitonians

Bap, Golf
Dinner

£35
ish

Friday 30
June 2017

Bramley

Surrey
Schools Old
Boys

Invitation
. Teams of
10

£60

Thursday
24 August
2017

Royal
Wimbledo
n

v KCS
Boys

Old

Invitation

£40
ish

To
be
confirme
d

Cuddington

v
Old
Surbitonians

Bap, Golf,
Dinner

To
be
confirme
d

West
Byfleet

Autumn
Meeting

Bap, Golf,
Dinner

8.30
off

Tee-

Spring
Meeting
AGM

+

School Performing Arts
School Dance
Year 9 secured 3rd
place (bronze medal)
out of 22 schools in the
London Youth Dance
Competition at the
Copper Box Arena at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
in March. This was an amazing achievement from the dancers.

School Music
The beginning of the Spring Term saw preparations
immediately under way for the House Singing
Competition. The guest adjudicator this year was Paul Brough,
who teaches conducting and academic studies at the Royal
Academy of Music. The boys work very hard at putting
together this competition entirely by themselves with just a few
in each category going through to the final.

Over 100 singers, adults and boys, took part in a terrific day of
preparing and singing
the Mozart Requiem at
St
Luke’s
Church,
Kingston. Directed by
James Day with piano
accompaniment
provided by Simon
Ferris, this was an
opportunity for the
Oratorio Choir to reunite and raise over £1,700 for the
forthcoming Choir tour to Spain this summer.
Recently the older boys
benefitted from a
performance workshop
delivered
by
the
internationally
renowned
countertenor, Robin Blaze and
40 trebles provided the
vocal backdrop for a double-screening of James Cameron’s
1997 romantic epic, Titanic. The music was played live on stage
by the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, conducted by
Ludwig Wicki.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT EVENTS
3 April 2017

5pm

Choral Evensong
Westminster Abbey

8 April 2017

7pm

Mahler Symphony No.8
Royal Festival Hall

15 June 2017

5pm

Choral Evensong
St Luke’s Church, Kingston

25 June 2017

7pm

Mahler Symphony No.3
Barbican

6 July 2017

5pm

Choral Evensong
St Luke’s Church, Kingston

14 July 2017

5pm

Tiffin-in-the-Garden
Head’s Garden

18 July 2017

7pm

Tiffin Choir
60th Anniversary Concert
All Saints Church, Kingston

23 - 29 July 2017

5pm

Choir tour to
Burgos & Salamanca

Contact the Tiffin Music Department for tickets and details
of events on Tiffin School ext. 255.
To see selected YouTube recordings of the Tiffin Boys’ Choir
please click here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yt4NmjM3EqI

The Tiffin Boys’ Choir 2017 tour to Burgos and Salamanca,
Spain will include the following performances.
23 July Mass participation and performance in Burgos
Cathedral.
24 July Joint mass and plainsong at monastery at Santo
Domingo de Silos. Concert in St Nicolas Church, Lerma.
25 July Sahagun on the Santiago de Compostella Pilgrim
Way. Performance in San Francisco, Sahagun.
26 July Concert in Salamanca Cathedral
27 July Concert in Palacio Figueroa, Salamanca

School Sport
School 1XV Rugby
The Saturday Tiffin rugby season ended with a block fixture
against St George’s, Harpenden. Results are always close
against them and this season was no different.
The 1st XV had an extraordinary game with Reigate, losing to a
penalty in the last minute to go down 21-20 so numerous boys
missed out on the opportunity of a red (10 wins) or gold (25
wins) tie.

Rugby 7s
Tiffin 1st VII
The School’s 1st VII had huge potential this year with a core
group of very skilful players committing to training for three
tough competitions. With schoolboy rugby increasing in
professionalism every year, the Middlesex, Surrey and National
tournaments become harder and harder to compete in with the
likes of AASE teams dominating a lot of traditionally big
schools. However this year’s Tiffin squad had the ability to more
than compete.
After winning two pool games at the Middlesex 7s against
Dulwich and Gunnersbury, the squad progressed into the Plate
Semi Final where they secured a comfortable win over
Wimbledon College. In a tight final against Merchant Taylors
the boys were unlucky to lose by a score.
The Surrey 7s is a hugely competitive tournament and with the
likes of Millfield, Hampton and Beechen Cliff in the mix it was
always going to be tough. A day at the office to forget as the
boys were off the pace and could not progress further than the
Plate quarter finals. Onwards to the Nationals which had been
the target all 7s season.
The National Competition is always tough due to the sheer size
of it and the calibre of teams who participate. Entering the
Vase, Tiffin were in one of thirty four groups of five teams. First

up, a potential banana skin against Shrewsbury School. After
some excellent 7s pattern play, the first victory was secured 3821. Next up were Latymer who were brushed aside 43-0.
Another dominant victory over Liverpool College 42-5 set up a
pool decider against Maidstone Grammar who had also won all
their games so far. The most impressive performance of the day
saw the squad canter to a 38-14 win. The squad had secured
another day off school and a place in day two of the Nationals,
a feat not achieved for 22 years when Messrs Anstey (1996) and
Lynch (1995) reached the final of the competition.
Unfortunately this is where the dream ended as the boys
couldn’t quite manage to be on the right side of three tight
losses, one of which was against the eventual finalists Stockport
Grammar. This was still a historic achievement by the boys and
one they should certainly be proud of.

The U15s season finished with two matches against Harrodian
School from Barnes. This match was used as a view to next
year’s potential senior squads and it was impressive to see
numerous boys step up to the increased level of rugby.
There was enough time in the game and, to credit Harrodian,
the need to bring on some current 1st XV players to bolster the
side with experience. Congratulations also to the 2nd XV who
won very comfortably. The future bodes well for Tiffin rugby.
Final score: Tiffin 29 – Harrodian 13

School Rowing
The Tiffin School Boat Club has recently entered two events,
Kingston Head and on a national scale The Scullery at Dorney
Lake. Crews fared well in both events.

Andy Blackburn (2004) the new master in charge of Rugby
At Kingston Head the J18 (senior) boys came 4th and 5th in their
division. The J15s came 5th and 7th in theirs. Our Tiffin girl
members entered a scratch crew and put in a reasonable
performance for a crew with no training time. The Year 9
contingent's B crew came 3rd in their event. The A crew
suffered a technical fault when the bow man shattered his oar
doing a "Power 20" hence denying themselves a top 2 finish next time!

The 1st XV Captain on his way to touch down

The Senior 7s Squad with Andy Blackburn (2004) master in
charge of Rugby (left) and Ali Watkins (2009) History master
(right)
This year’s Browne Trophy for U12s teams was also a
resounding success. Tiffin ended a respectable 6th; the winners
were Wimbledon College who beat Richard Challoner in a
pulsating final.
The U12s won the Ibstock Place 7s Tournament, beating local
rivals Hampton 25-10 in the final. They scored 25 tries in the
group stages beating Hampton, Kew House, Ibstock Place, Grey
Court and Rutlish, earning a place in the final against Hampton.
A fabulous first half performance saw us take a commanding 4
try lead, allowing the whole squad to play a part, as they ran
out winners by 5 tries to 3. The boys were magnificent, both in
attack and defence and were very worthy winners.

At The Scullery we fielded a bigger contingent from the Year 9s
through to senior squads. Most events had 60 plus entries and
TSBC came in the top 3rd of results in most cases. All crews
produced some great technical rowing with strong
performances. All the big schools were there fielding their top
athletes and we punched above our weight despite being many
kilos lighter.
Our development girls put in a decent showing which bodes
well for the future of girl's rowing at TSBC! Our next race is
Chiswick regatta on the 29th April.
Good progress from TSBC.
We’ve also had a couple of new boats – two quads. Their
namesakes, Headteacher Mike Gascoigne and Boat Club hero
Roy Marshall have duly named them at ceremonies held at the
Boat Club.

grammar schoolmaster. The lucky few of us who got into
Cambridge to read English owe much to his decision. Maurice
was a notably bright pupil and "Stewie" would have been
delighted had he known that Maurice would have a
distinguished academic career in Canada, eventually becoming
Chair of the English Faculty and also Master of Winters College,
York University, Toronto.

Our Facebook link is
https://www.facebook.com/tiffin.bc?fref=ts
Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing

School House-Championship Board
Following the introduction of two new houses at the School,
Turing Nightingale and Darwin Wilberforce, a new
championship board was required. It was made by Tiffin
Master, Martin Williams (Modern Foreign Languages & Head of
Cricket). Yet another talent!

Maurice was steeped in his subject, had a reassuring gravitas
leavened by a droll sense of humour and was hugely popular
with his students and his academic colleagues. A brilliant
reader, his readings of Dickens, which started as a Christmas
entertainment at College Fellows' dinners, became an annual
fixture - and turned some unlikely non-arts academics into
Dickens enthusiasts!
Later in his life Maurice developed serious health problems
and, cruellest of all fates for a man whose whole life had been
the business of reading and writing, became, in his own phrase,
a prisoner in a wheelchair without even the consolation of
reading or writing normally. I remember his telling me during a
telephone conversation that he had taken an entire year to
read a book that he had just finished.
In happier times, during two visits to Canada, my wife and I had
the huge pleasure of staying a few days with Maurice and his
wife Carole in their lovely and spacious house. It NEEDED to be
spacious, for my memory is of a house whose every wall
seemed to be filled with bookshelves. I had hoped so much to
make one or more journeys there. Now I must make do with my
CD of my friend's Dickens readings and the recollection of
Maurice himself, gentleman and scholar.
Michael Webb (1954)
------

De Mortuis
Prof Maurice Elliott [1955]
Maurice Elliott, a distinguished longserving professor emeritus at York
University, died on 8 December 2016
aged 79.
As youngsters Maurice and I attended
the same primary school in Worcester
Park, as the later Prime Minister, John
Major. Although I remember Maurice
in the playground, I only got to know
him when, after getting through the 11Plus, we both arrived at Tiffins - a year
apart - and came together as classmates in the sixth form.
There, along with my oldest and lifelong friend Laurie Lewis, we
fell under the spell of one of the most scholarly teachers on the
staff, Mr G. Stewart Griffiths, M.A. Oxon, our beloved,
eccentric, pipe smoking English teacher, "Stewie". Previously a
lecturer at Nottingham University, he had chosen to become a

Maurice was a fellow traveller on the 213 bus and in my form
throughout my time at Tiffins. I remember ‘house boxing. ’
(from which I was spared thanks to my thick glasses) when he
and a mutual friend, Eddie Bishop, were forced to fight. They
agreed to gentle sparring for two rounds, then put on more of
a show for the last one -- when Eddie unluckily lost a front
tooth.
Later I recall him as cox for the rowing eight and, more
impressively, as Lovborg in ‘Hedda Gabler’.
He clearly had an illustrious career in Canada, and a fulfilling
family life. It’s fascinating to think how differently we have all
lived our lives from similar beginnings…
Roger Felstead (1955)

Michael Goodbun [1955]
Michael (‘Mike’) Goodbun died on
2 March 2017 at the age of 79.
My earliest memory of Mike goes
back over 60 years to when I, a
callow first former at Tiffin School,
used to watch a group of bigger
boys playing football at break time
on a piece of waste ground behind

the main school building. Of course first formers did not speak
to bigger boys but I did find out that these were a group of fifth
formers – Mike being one of them.

Norman Carter, Mike’s best man, recalls how Mike could take
an ordinary everyday situation and turn it into an hilarious
anecdote.

I was a member of the boxing club in my first year at Tiffins (only
in my first year as I found I did not like getting hurt!) and I
discovered that Mike, who was a very good boxer, was a
member of the club, along with a group of excellent schoolboy
boxers, being run by the notorious Bert Seaborn. Names to
conjure with are John Harben, Roy Holland, Mike Brightwell,
Norman Carter (who was to become Mike’s best man), John
Ebenezer and Dave Henson. John Ebenezer recalls that he and
Norman Carter joined the club at the same time to find that the
two Mike’s (Goodbun and Brightwell) were in charge and told
the others what to do; the two Mike’s were the artists while
John and Norman were the sluggers! Mike boxed at County and
National level with considerable success, becoming a National
semi-finalist.

Mike leaves behind Betty, with whom he enjoyed a long and
happy marriage, their two daughters and three grandchildren,
on whom he doted. He will be sorely missed by them all. We
have lost a good, funny and loyal friend but his family’s loss is
so much more than ours.

My next encounter with Mike was on the rugby pitch when we
were both playing for the Old Tiffinians in the late sixties/early
seventies. Mike was an abrasive centre who relished in the
concept of a “hit” – something that would have gone down well
in the modern game. However if playing today he would have
had to modify his tackling technique to ensure that he
remained on the pitch! In his early days he used to “have a fag”
at half time, but later on he took things more seriously and thus
was able to play an excellent standard of rugby until he was
over 40, when golf started to enter his life and fill Mike’s time
on a Saturday.
My friendship with Mike was rekindled through being members
of the Old Tiffinians Golf Society (now known as Tiffin Golf
Society) – Mike being a rather more successful member than I
was! We succeeded each other as Captain of the society but I
can no longer remember in which order! As an offshoot a group
of four couples (Ebenezers, Glasscocks, Goodbuns and
Goodwins), the men all having played rugby and golf together
while the wives remembered each other from the touchline,
played a match together once a year – the winners, the couple
with the highest aggregate stableford score, were awarded the
EGGG trophy with responsibility for arranging the following
year’s match. Mike and his wife were frequent winners (my
wife and I never won once!).
Mike had an acerbic wit and it was at one of these matches
when I had hit what was, for me, an excellent drive – straight
and, I thought, quite long. Rashly I mentioned that I thought I
had hit a good drive. Mike however still had his turn to come
and, when it did, his ball was still rising as it passed over where
mine was lying. When we reached my ball Mike insisted on
pacing out how much further his had travelled – about 100
yards is my recollection! I never commented on my successes
thereafter!
Another butt of Mike’s sense of humour was the course at
Surbiton Golf Club. The course is on clay and tends to get a bit
wet in winter. If ever having to play there Mike would point out
to all and sundry that he had had to moor his boat at the
clubhouse! Woe betide you if you happened to mention that
you were a member at Surbiton!

Keith Goodwin (1960)

Geoffrey John William Hunt [1944]
Geoff Hunt passed away on 30 September
2016 at the age of 88
Geoff won a scholarship to Tiffin School in
1939 and got a good education despite the
efforts of the German bombs. During the
war he was an ARP (Air Raid Precautions)
messenger and he used to cycle around
providing details of damage and casualties
following any incidents.
Upon leaving Tiffin Geoff took up a post in 1945 at Thames
Aircraft & Co Ltd as a Junior Aircraft Inspection Department
inspector. He was checking widgets but then moved on to the
milling machines to ensure that the next process was working
properly. Realising that there were no future in the work he
decided to leave and joined Hadley’s which was a spectacle and
lens producer. Geoff was a trainee manager where he had to
learn every process in the organisation. During his later life he
enjoyed metalworking and this was borne out of his
experiences at Hadley’s.
Being very patriotic Geoff had volunteered for the Royal Navy
in early 1945 but he had forgotten about it so it was a bit of a
shock when he received his call up letter in September 1945.
He travelled to HMS Royal Arthur in Skegness (it was a
converted Butlins holiday camp) in November 1945 where he
learnt to march and to do parade ground drills. Following this
induction training he travelled to HMS Glendower at Pwhelli
(North Wales and another Butlins camp) where he learnt
seamanship, knot tying and firefighting to name but a few of
the items that sailors do.
Following 6 weeks leave; Geoff was then posted to HMS Victory
in Portsmouth – now called Royal Naval Barracks which is now
called HMS Nelson. Having spent time in the St John’s
Ambulance Brigade Geoff had opted to become a Sick Berth
Attendant (SBA). The training was delivered by RNVR (Royal
Naval Voluntary Reserve) Officers or experienced senior SBA’s
and was fairly detailed. At the end of training Geoff was posted
to the sick bay in Trincomalee. Geoff finally received a posting
to his ship, HMS Niger and travelled from Ceylon to Singapore
on HMS Indefatigable which was an aircraft carrier. HMS Niger
had a compliment of 120 men for which Geoff provided all the
healthcare needs. HMS Niger was a minesweeper of the
Algerine class. Geoff spent a fair time at sea on his way back to
the UK stopping in Aden, through the Suez Canal to Port Said

and then into the Med and Gibraltar and eventually back to
Plymouth. The Niger was then deployed around the UK clearing
mines etc.
After leaving the Navy Geoff enrolled as a student nurse at
Kingston Hospital and eventually arrived at the West Middlesex
hospital. It was at the West Middlesex that he met Mollie
Warne, a fellow student nurse who he married in November
1950. Geoff finally qualified as a State Registered Nurse in May
1952 and started working in South Kensington in June just
before the birth of his eldest daughter Sandra. Geoff eventually
became a District Nurse and then became a Queens nurse
(QuIDNs – Queens Institute of District Nursing).
Geoff moved to Eastbourne as one of two male District Nurses
prior to the birth of his second daughter, Christine, in 1954 and
remained there until 1966 having two more daughters, Jillian
and Alison. He was also in the Eastbourne Sea Cadets where he
was the wireless officer and bandmaster. The band used to
attend all the bonfire parades in Susses and surrounding areas
much to the delight of his children who would skip along to the
beat of the music.
Realising that there were not many opportunities for his
daughters in Eastbourne Geoff successfully applied for the post
of Assistant Superintendent of Nursing for the London Borough
of Hillingdon. Living in West Drayton, Geoff joined the Slough
Sea Cadets and continued in the Royal Naval Reserve. He was
promoted to a Lieutenant Commander in the RNR and became
the commanding officer at the Slough sea cadet corps.
In 1970 Geoff applied for a post in Reading as Principal Nursing
Officer for the district nurses where he settled down quickly
and really enjoyed the challenges of the job. As always Geoff
had his fingers in many pies and was well known within the
area. Following a restructure in 1982 Geoff applied for one of
the Unit Nursing Directorates and was successful, being based
at Wokingham Hospital where he ran the day-to-day
management of the hospital and the community nursing
services. Geoff retired from this role in 1988 and continued to
work helping the community, attending computer clubs,
making things for REMAP etc.
The death of his beloved wife Mollie in 2003 hit him quite hard
but he carried on being the centre of an ever-growing family.
Unfortunately he died on 29 September 2016. Dad was sent off
in style travelling to the crematorium in a Harley Davidson
motorbike and sidecar hearse (his only request for the funeral)
and was piped into the room. The service was all about
celebrating his life with lots of laughter and a few tears. The
service ended with Monty Python's "Always look on the bright
side of life" which was a fitting tribute for Dad who had such a
wicked sense of humour.
Christine King, Geoff’s daughter

David Larmar [1956]
The school records will probably show
David as a middle of the road average
student from 1949 to 1955, who
obtained two A levels and became a
Raleigh House Prefect and athletics
captain. His sporting achievements
showed that he had an aptitude for
cross country running, usually finishing
in the top twenty. In his last year at Tiffins he startled the
assembled spectators when he captained Raleigh House to
victory in the School Sports Day for 1955.
However, his main talent lay in ‘the Range’ under the watchful
eye of George Spriggs – a master of rare mathematical and
musical talent. David became a master of the B Flat Bass and
commenced his life long career as an accomplished musician.
He was extremely popular with his fellow students, possibly
because of his sense of humour, which frequently caused him
to be singled out by the below par maths master with a regular
invitation to ‘stick your jaw out’, which David did, together with
an impressive ducking motion. This proved to be a superb
spectator sport. When a suggestion was made to organise
midnight hikes and cycle rides round Surrey, David was the
obvious leader.
One problem caused him to worry. He failed O level maths and
had to retake under the masterful eye of Mr Meshenberg – a
genius whose style was not really suited to David’s
mathematical capabilities. David somehow scraped a pass on
the retake and resumed a normal existence much to the
amusement of Mr Spriggs, who promoted him to a stand in
conductor for band practices.
I take the liberty of quoting two incidents which stick in my
mind. One of the cycle ride excursions occurred in the summer
holidays at Box Hill. David and his great friend Eric were on a
tandem and crashed at the final downhill bend. David hit his
head and appeared to have concussion. An ambulance was
called and the whole company cycled behind it to the hospital.
David was conscious and spent the whole journey asking if he
had passed his ‘O’ level maths.
The second incident occurred during a house rugby sevens
match between Churchill and Raleigh. David was the Raleigh full
back. Churchill captain was Malcom Farr, of Public Schools
Sevens fame. Inevitably Malcolm got the ball some forty years
from the try line. David took up station near the side line twenty
yards from the try line looking fierce with arms outstretched.
Tension was intense as Malcolm approached at speed until
David, with great presence of mind, shouted ‘Help!’ and dived
into touch.
On leaving school, David served his two year national service
almost entirely in the Far East where he spent a large
percentage of his time on guard duty and observation of the
Soviet border. Having completed what must have been a dreary
and frustrating two years he returned to civilian life in the

Company Secretary’s department of Rank Hovis, where he was
highly regarded and progressed to become Company Secretary.
Throughout this time he maintained his connections with the
Old Tiffinian Association, where he and his wife Pat were
regular participants in all things musical. This connection was to
prove to be an invaluable part of their lives because David had
developed an ongoing and recurring illness, which eventually
led to his early retirement from Rank Hovis.
David was a great fundraiser for various charities, and his old
love of cycling stood him in good stead for this enthusiasm. But
his greatest love must surely have been his B flat bass, which he
played with many bands, notably the Staines Brass Band, which
played regular open air concerts at weekends. The highlight
was when they qualified for the finals of the National Brass
Band Festival at the Royal Albert Hall. George Spriggs must have
looked down with pride from on high!
David’s health continued to deteriorate and he spent long
periods in hospital, supported by his dear wife Pat and their
family and several of his closest Tiffinians. He passed away on 1
November 2016 aged 78. Appropriately, his Memorial Service
was punctuated by various music by the Staines Brass Band,
including Jerusalem, the New World Symphony and Guide Me
O Though Great Redeemer. What a fitting end for a remarkable
man.
Richard Hackman (1955)

Colin Lawrence Manning [1938]
Colin Manning passed away
on November 4 2016 at the
age of 94.
He was born in Kingston in
1922 and went to Tiffin
School at the age of 11. He
very much enjoyed his
school life and stayed in touch with the school via the Old
Tiffinians Club, of which he had been an Assistant Steward. He
was proud of his school and enjoyed wearing his Tiffinian
Association tie to church in recent years.
Colin joined the Territorial Army before the war started and so
when hostilities commenced in 1939 he joined the army
immediately. Initially training in the UK, he was then overseas
for 4½ years. He was in the 8th Army and took part in both the
North African campaign in Egypt and Libya in 1941 – 43 and the
Italian campaign in Italy and Scilly in 1944/45.
Coming home at the end of the war, he joined Shannons Office
Equipment in New Malden and then joined Sainsbury in
Stamford Street, London as a Clerical Assistant to the Chief
Engineer. Whilst he was there he studied to become a member
of the Institute of Purchasing and Supply. He stayed with
Sainsbury for over 25 years and was one of the senior buyers at
their offices in Clapham, when he left to start his own business.
This was a business supplying a flame proofing liquid which
could be sold to hotels, offices and other public buildings to

flameproof their curtains and furniture. After running the
business for a few years Colin then joined ARC selling Premix
cement. He worked out of offices in West Drayton, Leatherhead
and West Sussex but for the last few years before he retired he
worked from an office in Peasmarsh, which was near
Farncombe, where he lived.
Outside of work Colin enjoyed caravan holidays and spending
time with family. He was involved with St John’s Church in
Farncombe, where he was on the PCC for a number of years
and was a Church Warden for four years
Colin married his wife Elsie on 18 September 1948. He was
father to a daughter, Christine and a son, Nicholas and has two
grandchildren

Betty Oglethorpe
Betty Oglethorpe (1923-2017) was
a Tiffin peripatetic music teacher in
the 1950s/60s. She passed away on
10 January 2017 aged 93. Born in
Antwerp,
she
was
already
performing Delibes on the violin at
the age of 8. She then took up ballet
and in her 20s was dancing professionally at numerous London
theatres such as the Savoy, the Adelphi and the London
Hippodrome. Performing during war time was not without
dangers- programmes from her performances during this time
state ‘Notice of air raids will be given in the theatre. Patrons are
advised to remain in the theatre and the performances will
continue – as long as practicable.’
Betty took part in Tiffin ‘Concerto’ productions and other
school productions such as the 1960 school production of
Gilbert and Sullivan’s H.M.S.Pinafore. After a performance of
Schubert at the School in 1953, the Tiffinian Magazine reported
‘Whether it was just natural politeness or the novelty of seeing
young ladies at school; the Misses Oglethorpe (violin) and
Miller (cello) were received with thunderous applause as they
walked on to the stage.’

We regret also to announce the following
deaths:
John Bradford (1954) passed away on 26 March 2017 aged 81.
Roger John Graham White (1956) passed away on 13 January
2017 aged 76. A chartered accountant who retired from KPMG
after many years as a partner.

Content for the next edition of Tiffnews to
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk by 6 June 2017
please

Ground Floor of the 21C Building Project showing the new kitchen, serving area and dining room:

First Floor of the 21C Building Project showing the new classrooms and offices:

