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From the Head's Study
At Easter we received the terrific
news that we had been successful
in our bid to the Department for
Education Funding Agency for
money to construct a new building
to replace our dilapidated and
‘temporary’ 1940s canteen. It is
tremendously exciting to see the
planning
and
preparation
progress, and we hope to see
construction start before the end of 2016. The new building will
house a large dining area, which will be multi-purpose, and a
new kitchen on the ground floor. Upstairs there will be five new
classrooms. The building is beautifully designed in order to
complement the Lovekyn Chapel, and to fit in as an extension
to the Dempsey Centre, (which was opened in 2004), and Phase
1 of this building project, the ground floor extension replacing
the caretaker’s house, (opened in 2015). Although the core
funding for the building is in place, we will be raising more
money to complete the building as we would wish, and I shall
soon be appealing for your support in this venture.
It has, as always, been a very busy couple of months at Tiffin.
As you know it is a school which is continuously active as we
encourage our students to engage in what we offer and excel
in all they do. Aside from the excitement of the prospect of the
new building, highlights of the last couple of months include the
extraordinarily successful trips abroad to the USA (basketball)
and Sicily (Classics). Less of a distance but just as important
have been the many day trips that we have done as well as trips
such as the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. Trips continue to be
a vital part of the broad education that we seek to provide at
Tiffin.
Another key aspect of the education at Tiffin is the tremendous
House system that we operate, and that you will all remember.
As the School expands it has become necessary to also expand
the House system in order to allow as many students as
possible to participate in the wide variety of opportunities
available. Two new Houses are therefore being created. After
much consultation it was decided to give completely new
names to the two Houses (rather than split Churchill Gordon or
Kingsley Montgomery for example), along the same theme of
great figures in British history. The boys proposed names, and
voted upon them, which has resulted in the two new Houses
being named ‘Darwin Wilberforce’ and ‘Turing Nightingale’, in
double-barrelled style of Churchill Gordon and Kingsley
Montgomery. These new Houses have been allocated their own
colours and we look forward to them developing their own
traditions over the years. Most of all we are excited by the

prospect that more boys will benefit through greater
participation.
On other fronts we have of course been following a busy
musical programme with boys singing at the Barbican and the
Royal Opera House, and of course with the preparations for
great Tiffin events such as the Oratorio which I know a number
of you are singing in, and which I hope to see many people
present: do make sure you get your tickets. Other aspects of
the performing arts continue to flourish: there have been some
great dance performances, and we are looking forward to the
Drama Department’s production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’.
On the sporting front cricket and tennis are thriving, and just
about coping with very mixed weather, and our rowers are
looking forward to the Henley Qualifiers and the Kingston
Regatta. I am also delighted that we are able to invest money
in the Boathouse, thanks to a grant from Sport England.
Naturally what is remarkable is that Tiffin is able to do all of this
whilst maintaining the highest academic standards. Much
praise of course goes to the boys but also to the fantastic and
committed staff who we are so fortunate to have. Indeed our
Maths department has been nominated for an award at the
National TES awards ceremony in London!
You may keep up with the events at Tiffin by reading my regular
newsletters which are on the website http://goo.gl/39oG32
It is always a great pleasure to meet with alumni, and I look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Tiffin
Annual Reunion on June 24 at 7:30 in the Head’s Garden.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher

Chairman's Letter
There’s lots currently going on, but
one of the most exciting pieces of
news is that the School, after many
years of trying (over 10 years),
finally secured funding from the
DOE Funding Agency for its Phase 2
Development, replacing the
canteen, adding new classrooms,
completing a very aesthetically
pleasing development and linking
to Phase 1 and the Dempsey Centre. This will truly reinvigorate the School and will provide a fantastic view around
the London Road. Whilst the funding will pay for all the
construction, the School will be trying to raise funds to ensure
the fit-out is to the highest standard and will welcome any
donations in this respect.
The Dean Pavilion Project Group, who have been looking at the
Dean Pavilion in terms of how best to renovate and improve it
and how this could best be funded, are due to report to the
Trustees shortly. This will be hopefully the first step into longer-

term major improvements. The Trustees are also looking into
outsourcing many of the tasks at Grists, currently undertaken
voluntarily by a small group of people.
A lot of things are happening and, as I have said on many
occasions, we really do need some new blood at the Tiffinian
Association to ensure it’s a proactive organisation. Hopefully
the roles for new volunteers who wish to aid the organisation
will be less onerous than they have been in the recent past. If
you’d like to get involved, please email me at
amillard@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
The Summer School Reunion is rapidly approaching and is on
Friday 24 June at 19:30 in the School grounds. I look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible there.
Lastly, may I wish you all a very enjoyable summer.
Tony Millard, Chairman

Events
Tiffin School Summer Reunion 2016,
7.30pm to 9.30pm, Friday 24 June 2016

The Tiffinian Association’s 105th Annual Dinner
combined with 1996 and 2006 Reunions and a
special tribute to Tony Millard
6.15pm for a 7.15pm start on Friday 11th
November 2016 at The Royal Automobile Club,
Woodcote Park, Epsom
The School Hall will not be available for the Annual Alumni
Dinner this year, due to the work rebuilding a new kitchen,
dining room and classrooms for the School. So the Dinner
Committee has decided to make this year’s Dinner particularly
special by holding it in the Cedar Room of the RAC Epsom and
using it to pay special tribute to Tony Millard, who is standing
down as Chairman of the Association after over 40 years of
sterling service.
The tickets will be £50 each - a price subsidised by an alumnus
to enable a wide spectrum of alumni to attend.
Wives and partners are welcome to attend the dinner.
Tickets may be purchased
1) Online by going to the tiffinfriends.org website

We will be welcoming alumni who left from all years, and
will particularly be encouraging those who left in 1956, 1966,
1976 and 1986 to meet others from these years at the Reunion.
The evening will include a tour of the School to allow everyone
a last look around Tiffin School’s pre-war, prefab canteen
before it’s pulled down to make way for a replacement.
There's no fee to attend, but please book your place by
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/events/list and following the
booking process.
To see the current list of attendees, including Mike Gascoigne
(Headteacher) and Hilda Clarke (recent Headteacher), click
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/Attendees%20at%20Event
%20(1)

Events for your diary

2) By sending a cheque made out to 'The Tiffinian Association'
to The Tiffinian Association, c/o Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth
Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL
3) Directly into the Tiffinian Association bank account (account
number 71886533; sort code 40-26-12) quoting your name as
the
payment
reference
and
emailing
us
at
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk to advise us that you have paid
directly.
At the time of booking, please advise us of any dietary
requirements and any seating preferences.
If you would also like to make an additional contribution to
help cover the cost of lowering the ticket price, your donation
would be very gratefully received.

OTA 100 Club
Since the last report draws have taken place as follows:-

Thursday 14 July 2016 Summer Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Thursday 13 October 2016 Autumn Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Friday 11 November 2016 Tiffin Alumni Annual Dinner at the
RAC, Epsom
Thursday 8 December, Christmas Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Wednesday 14 December 2016 Tiffin School Carol Service,
All Saint’s, Kingston

Jan’16
Feb’16
Mar’16
Apr’16

£50
£50
£50
£50

John Bingham
Howard Watson
Lisa Hother
Jim Aston

Previous win
Old Woking
‘13
Shepperton
‘14
Haywards Heath ‘15
Burgess Hill
‘10

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social
Lunch. Most of the attendees are members of the club, so we
do expect them to be in attendance when they win. This time

John Carder (1949) wrote

neither Howard nor Jim were present. Congratulations to the
winners and thanking others for their support.
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the Association’s
income so do please consider becoming a member. The cost is
£60 per annum or £5 per month by standing order. The prizes
are £50 each month plus half-yearly major prizes of £1,000.
Further information can be obtained from Greer Kirkwood, 28
Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX, telephone 01483
850705. Also email: greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our eighty-sixth lunch was held at our usual venue on Thursday,
7 April viz, the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Road, Tolworth,
Surrey - meeting at 12.30pm, for lunch at 1pm, departure at
about 3pm.
The 13 present were:David Baron, David Booth, David Chaffey, Dennis Clarke, John
Dibley, Jack Foster, David Ingall, Godfrey Jillings, Greer
Kirkwood, Peter Osborne, John Phillips, Roy Rathbone, John
Wright.
The group was back to a usual number this time as above. Early
discussion covered Tiffin School successes in the National
Rosslyn Park sevens many years ago. John Phillips produced the
1954 Tiffinian magazine with his picture in the seven that lost
to Oundle in the semi-final. Also David Booth had picked up the
programme for the same event in 1961 when the School lost to
LLanelly, again in the semi-final (both very close). A good time
was held by all with a varied menu available. Apologies were
given from several stalwarts wishing us well on the day.

following on the Times Obituary Page
for Saturday June 4 2016 following the
death of Peggy Spencer on 25 May who
was famous in her later years for the
BBC TV programme Come Dancing
“There are many from the sixth form of Tiffin Boys School,
Kingston upon Thames, who owe a great debt to Peggy Spencer
(obituary, May 28). Each Saturday, in 1946-47, we went across
to Surbiton, to the Spencer Bryant School of Dancing. The boys
sat on one side of the room, the girls on the other, and we
joined in the middle to dance. Most learnt the Waltz and
Quickstep but the foxtrot was a dance too far. This was a great
social skill that led to many friendships, and in my case to
meeting my future wife at the Fresher’s Hop at university in
1950.”

Howard Peter Redway (1968),

Statistician,
Model Development Division, Analytical Services Directorate,
Department for Work and Pensions was awarded an OBE for
services to Public Data Analysis in the Queen’s 90th Birthday
Honours List.

Ed Sutton (1994)

has finally returned to England
completing his three year bicycle journey around the world
raising money for Street Child, Sierra Leone. He crossed tribal
Kenya, navigated Sudan during civil war and Egypt in unrest.

Finally the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.
Future Thursday 2016 dates are - Summer 14 July, Autumn 13
October, Christmas 8 December
All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring guests,
please let me know on 01483 850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

People
Councillor Paul David Bettison
(1971), the Leader of Bracknell Forest
Council, was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s
90th Birthday Honours List for services to
Local Government.

His girlfriend Paola, a graphic designer who he met while
working in HR in Barcelona, travelled with him through South
America and became his wife when he married her in Colombia.
His journey began on 12 June 2013 when he left the UK for
Spain with his trusty bike (a steel KOGA touring model), four
paniers and a tent. Since then he’s pedaled 35,000 miles,
traversed 44 countries, camped in the wild, crossed the Andes
four times, turned forty in Wellington, New Zealand, emerged
fine from two crashes (in Italy and outside San Francisco) and
gained a wife. You can still make donations via
www.justgiving.com/ed-sutton1.

Music
Tiffin Oratorio
James Day, Director of Choral Music at Tiffin, conducts the 200strong forces of the Tiffin Oratorio Choir and Tiffin Boys’ Choir,
together with the Brandenburg Symphony Orchestra, in
Dvořák’s Stabat Mater, a meditation on the sorrows of Mary at
the cross. The choir is joined by a professional line up of soloists

including Sofia Troncoso (Soprano), Claire Barnett-Jones
(Mezzo Soprano), Robert Burt (Tenor) and James Oldfield
(Bass). The concert takes place on Sunday 10 July at 7.00pm in
the Sports Hall at Tiffin School. The event is generously
supported by Coombe Residential and tickets are £15, available
online
from
TicketSource
following
the
link
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/263896 or on the door,
subject to availability.

Music Department News

Letters
Brian Foster (1937)
How things have changed since 1936! My first day at Tiffins was
ruined because my brother had been there before me. He
explained that new boys went into a tumbledown building
away from the main school, an elderly teacher would come in,
write on the blackboard "1s/6d me a fish", and invite the class
to interpret it. Obviously it made no sense at all, so the teacher
would then translate "Bob Tanner sent me a fish". Ultimately
someone would ask "Where does the 'sent' come from, Sir?"
and the reply was "the scent comes from the fish". Roars of
nervous laughter. Except that I spoiled it. Happy days!
I also remember our "music consultant" being an unknown
chap called Malcolm Sargent…

Geoffrey James (Spider) Hook (1949)
Tiffin Boys’ Choir has been busy this year performing Mahler’s
Symphony No. 3 at the Royal Festival Hall with the London
Philharmonia Orchestra and then at the Barbican, this time with
the Los Angeles Philharmonic under the baton of Gustavo
Dudamel. The boys’ professionalism and fine singing has been
rewarded with an invitation to perform the same piece with
the London Symphony Orchestra under Bernard Haitink at the
BBC Prom on 29 July (live broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and BBC
Four).
The school’s long association with the Royal Opera House has
continued this year with an unprecedented level of
participation: 20 boys in Tosca in January (including Duncan
Tarboton as the Shepherd Boy soloist), 30 boys in Tannhäuser
in April/May and 2 boys in Werther this month. In addition,
Year 10 student, Ben Knight, performed the part of Fyodor in
Boris Godunov to much critical acclaim and will repeat his
performance alongside Bryn Terfel at the BBC Prom on 16 July.
There will be an opportunity to hear the choir on 12 July at
7.00pm, before it embarks on this year’s tour to Milan, at All
Saints’ Church, Kingston, in aid of the church’s ASK
Appeal. Tickets £10 available on the door.
The Tiffinians, the school’s self-managed close harmony group,
were crowned Youth Champions at the 2016 Voice Festival
Weekend at Hampton School, for the second time since the
competition began in 2014.
Instrumental playing continues to thrive with over 100 boys
passing Associated Board examinations and numerous
performance opportunities for ensembles and soloists. Tiffinin-the Garden, the school’s annual celebration of music, drama
and dance, takes place on Friday 8 July, 5.30pm –
9.30pm. Tickets £5 on the door.
The Tiffin Choir 2016 tour to Italy is from 15 – 19 July and is
mainly based in central Milan. For further details please see the
Tiffin Boys’ Choir website http://tiffinboyschoir.com where full
itinerary will be published before departure.
Rebecca Bevan
Music Administrator and Outreach Co-ordinator

I’ve been remembering some of the highlights of my time at
Tiffin School in the 1940s.
I was with the 26F Air Training Corps where we were taught
‘Theory of Flight’ in the woodwork shop. But at the end of the
war it was the special visits to RAF stations that became the
highlight. My maiden flight was in a Tiger Moth from Kenley
near Croydon, then progressing to the ‘big boys’ flying in
Lancasters and Halifaxes from airfields in Lincolnshire. One
particular flight took us south where picking up the Thames we
followed it to Kingston, circling both the School and the Power
Station. I was in the bomb aimer’s turret lying face down! I had
always wanted to be a pilot after these experiences, but many
pilots were leaving the RAF and although having no problems
passing theory exams, was failed on eyesight. However I shall
always be grateful to the School for providing the opportunity.
I remember the School cricket. My father was employed at
Hawkers in Richmond Road during the War as a carpenter, a
reserved occupation. Hawkers owned one of the finest cricket
wickets in the south of England on their ground adjacent to the
factory. It was leased to Leyland Motors, but reclaimed in 1948.
An annual cricket festival was held with fixtures such as
‘Gentlemen v Players’ and ‘North v South’ taking place. It meant
I started playing very early indeed.
In 1949 the House Championship took place on a matted wicket
laid over the same turf on which football had taken place. This
was to be Mongomery’s year, having already won the football.
In the quarter finals we faced Gordon, whom we skittled out for
only 12 runs. I took 5 wickets, in honour of which our Captain,
Geoffrey Latham, let me open the batting. Having hit the
second ball I received for six, it took only 8 balls to win! Beating
Kingsley in the semis, we faced Livingstone in the final. They
were greatly weakened by the loss of their star batsman,
Raymond Skelhorn, who had already left. In the first encounter

we scored around 120 runs of which I was lucky enough to
make 45. Seemingly cruising to victory we managed to collapse
and the match ended in a ‘tie’.
After Tiffin School National Service loomed large so I decided to
join the R.A.F. and became P/A to Group Captain ‘Rats’ Stowell,
posted to Iraq and joined up with Tiffinian Geoffrey Latham!

Roger Newby (1956)
I have great memories of the old dining hall including a pupils
action campaign when we all bought lunch tickets but did not
turn up for lunch. This was in protest of the awful food that
they were preparing. Our action resulted in a new catering
manager and a definite improvement in the food. Pupil power
– in the 1950s!!

Tony Rice (1959) Australia
I recently paid a visit to Sydney and drove with Mike Burrage
(1960) stay with Tony Taylor (1960). He said it was a great
occasion, enjoying Tony and Jen's hospitality, with many
memories of school days, and lots of laughter. The attached
photo is of us studying some of Mike's old school records.

Tony Taylor on the left, me in the middle and Mike Burrage on
the right.
Here's another photo you might find interesting from when
Dick Andrews (1960) came "down-under" in January. Taken
during a long lunch at the legendary Lord Nelson Hotel at
Sydney's Rocks district, it is of three winners from the 1960
School Sports Day!

From left Mike Burrage (one mile; Churchill Athletics Captain)
Dick Andrews (triple jump; School Athletics Vice-Captain) and
Tony Rice (high Jump; School Athletics Captain). Dick's winning
jump that day in the triple jump, is, I believe, still listed as the
School Record. That day Dick and I both jumped personal bests,
43' 11 1/4" to 43' 10 1/2"; those performances listed us as

twelfth and thirteenth respectively on the British Junior
Ranking Lists. Much of the credit to Tiffin's strength as an
Athletics School in the late fifties and early sixties was due to
the knowledge, experience and passion of George Ellis, the
Master in Charge of Athletics.

John Wright (1962)
I was very sorry to read in March 2016 TiffNews that Bernard
Davies died in January.
I knew Bernard’s older brother, Douglas (Sam) Davies better
because he was for many years the Chairman of the Rugby Club
who kept a well ordered eye on our activities before, during and
after our games. I got to know Bernard when he applied for
tickets for the Tiffin Annual Dinner and he attended several of
those that we held at the Rowing Club before we moved to the
School Hall.
I also had a small part as an intermediary when he and Mick
Giddy became involved with the introduction and production
of Old Tiffinian Blazers and these can often be seen being worn
at various Old Tiffinian functions (and are available via the
TiffinFriends website) and very smart they look too!
I last saw Bernard in June 2014 when I called round to try and
track down a blazer he was advertising for sale. His short term
memory by then was certainly very poor but we did have an
interesting conversation about his school days where he was
very proud of his boxing, athletics and rugby achievements. He
remembered obtaining his School Matriculation Certificate in
1949, despite having to repeat an earlier year when he was
evacuated in 1944. He told me that following Matriculation he
became a Chartered Surveyor and he regaled me with tales of
his duties with BOAC which included memorable trips overseas
to such places as the likes of Athens, Vienna, Nairobi, Dar es
Salaam, Karachi and Nicosia.

History
Private David Ewart Potts of the Queen’s
Westminster Rifles will be added to the
Tiffin War Memorial
David Potts was born on the 11th November 1898 in Newport
on the Isle of Wight. He was the son of Arthur James and
Margaret Potts. He was educated at Kingston Grammar School
between 1911 and 1914, having previously attended Tiffin
School in the town. At the time of his admission, the family lived
at Morningside, Combe Lane, Wimbledon and his father’s
occupation is given as commercial traveller. The school records
show that he had an interest in English Literature and that he
left to take up a post as junior clerk for a press bureau.
He became a rifleman with the 16th Battalion of the London
Regiment and went to fight on the Western Front. On 28th
March 1918 he was reported missing somewhere between the
Gavrelle and Oppy, Pas-de-Calais, France.

David Potts had been taken prisoner by the Germans and
details of his imprisonment are available thanks to an incredible
project undertaken by the Archives of the International
Prisoners-of War Agency to digitise their records.
During the First World War, 8 million soldiers fighting on the
front and 2 million civilians, mainly those living abroad in
enemy countries or areas under enemy occupation, were taken
prisoner and interned in camps for several years. On 21 August
1914, the ICRC established the International Prisoners-of-War
Agency in Geneva, to which the warring States submitted, more
or less regularly, lists of prisoners. The Agency received 400,000
pages of documents: lists of prisoners’ names and records of
capture, of transfers between camps and of deaths in
detention.
For each name listed, the Agency made out an index card. The
cards were then classified by nationality and the detainee’s
military or civilian status and filed alphabetically in 29 different
card indexes. These indexes also contain enquiry cards, drawn
up on the basis of data taken from the thousands of written
requests for information submitted daily by relatives of the
missing, which the Agency indexed before destroying the
correspondence.
These detailed records show that David Potts ‘according to
letter 7.5’18 is a prisoner (Limburg)’. The prisoner of war camp
at Limburg an der Lahn, Western Hesse, Germany is pictured
below. Limburg is over 400km from where he went missing in
Gavrelle and he would most probably have been transported
by rail in waggons that had previously been used to deliver
horses to the front.

The camp at Limburg had a capacity of 12,000.
Conditions were not good, with poor food and hygiene, and
David Potts contracted chronic gastritis.
A further enquiry was made to Parchim POW camp in
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern on 5th November 1918 and then
later in February 1919 to Berlin [?]. It was concluded that David
Potts had died on 2nd July 1918 of sepsis in the field hospital in
Denain on the Western Front. Denain was a German hospital
centre during the greater part of the War; and from the 1st
November, 1918, to the 12th March, 1919, the 33rd Casualty
Clearing Station was posted in the town. Denain is only 50km
from Gavrelle.
David Potts is buried in grave 498 of the communal cemetery in
Denain. The Communal Cemetery, was used by the Germans to
bury their soldiers and (in 1917 and 1918) 153 British prisoners.
Compiled by Kingston Grammar School
Submitted by John King, Tiffin Archivist and ex-Deputy Head

Tiffinian Sport
Old Tiffinians Golf Society
On the first day of spring we held our Spring Meeting at
Farnham on a dry and comparatively mild day. We welcomed
Russell Johnson for his first OT meeting and we were 20 strong.
Paul Baker won the spring cup with 39 points, followed by
Martin Williams (also 39) and Gary Ayres (36 on countback).
Front and back nine prizes went to Roger Keep and Peter
Robinson. Paul gets a reduction of 10% of his exact handicap
for the rest of 2016.
Following an excellent lunch, Mike Goodbun ably conducted
our AGM. Peter Robinson presented some healthy finances
and he was duly re-elected. Gary Ayres was elected Captain
with John Mc Nicholas as his Vice. Allan Piggott was also reelected but indicated that this would be his last year (after 8
years) as secretary. Anyone considering offering themselves for
next year should contact Allan to discuss the role.
On a warm and sunny day in April we travelled down to
Hindhead for our match against our friends from Old
Hamptonians. The course was looking magnificent. We had 12
players and OHs had 11 including two visitors, so we agreed to
count the top 10 cards on both sides. Old Hamptonians ended
with 290 against our 287, so if only those putts had dropped!!
Gary Ayres, our new Captain presented the Ford Trophy to OHs
Captain Nobby Clarke.
Our individual winners were John Forster with a splendid 38
points, Martin Williams came second again with 37 (is he trying
to protect his handicap?) and third was Gary Ayres with 29
points. Front and back nine prizes went to John McNicholas and
Andy Raybould. John Forster gets a reduction of 10% of his
exact handicap for the rest of 2016, which means he will be
playing off 16.
Our remaining fixtures for 2016 are as follows:
Thursday June 23 Surrey Schools at Clandon Regis (team of 7 by
invitation)
Thursday August 25 match v KCS old boys at Royal Wimbledon
(team of 10 by invitation)
Thursday Sept 1 match v Old Surbitonians at Cuddington
Friday October 14 Autumn meeting at West Byfleet
If any Old Tiffinian would like to join our group, please contact
Allan
Piggott
(tel
01483
282411
or
email
allan.piggott@btinternet.com) Annual membership of the
society is just £10, and attendance is optional at all meetings,
so even if you only want to play twice a year, we will find you
an agreeable playing companion.
Allan Piggott, Fixtures Secretary

Old Tiffinians Cricket Club

The Old Tiffinian Cricket Club under its current guise has been
running for the past five years. It’s made up of Old Tiffinians and
players from across London and runs 2 sides in the league, both
on Saturday. There is a full fixture list, for both the 1 st and 2nd
XI. During the past 12 months we have worked in collaboration
with the school to improve the quality of our ground. To our
delight we’ve received some excellent feedback from visiting
clubs this year.
As always we would love to see more players join the club,
especially from Tiffins. If you are interested please feel free to
contact me at athar.khan@lon-amb.nhs.uk or come and visit us
at Grists on Saturday afternoons. This year we secured our first
sponsor in over 10 years, S3 Dental Practice, who funded our
fabulous new shirts
Athar Khan
OTCC – Secretary

Old Tiffinians Football Club
It has been a great season for the OTFC with the club continuing
to go from strength to strength. The 2nd XI secured promotion;
the 1st XI and 3rd XI both avoided relegation (albeit in their own
unique ways); the 4th XI made a solid return to competitive AFC
football and the Vets XI made a strong bid for the title of the
WLVFL Division 1. As our membership continues to swell, so
does the social side of the club and at the time of writing this
article we are looking forward to a culturally enlightening tour
to Hamburg in July, 2016.

of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of
darkness but – most of all – it was the season of light.
This campaign has been one of the most enjoyable since
records began, with the Tiffinians out drinking – if not out
scoring- opposition all over London (primarily, however,
Catford). Unfortunately, PINTS do not equal points, and having
languished perilously close to the drop zone all season, only a
win, an administrative error, or both, could guarantee Old Tiffs
survival on the final day of the season. Fortunately for the men
in purple Joe Matthews awoke from a 9 month slumber to turn
in a virtuoso performance, while Tom Wightwick netted a
rasping volley to fire the Tiffinains into an unassailable lead. A
fitting way to end his Old Tiffinian 1st XI career.
However, the euphoric highs on the pitch were matched by
some catatonic lows. After appearing to go over “very easily”
Sam Lewis was ruled out for a long time with a fractured knee.
We lost to Old Pauline 2nd XI. Having been hit by a spate of
injuries, Tom Wightwick began to convince himself he could still
play up front. Dave Harry broke down and forgot who he was
and how he came to be lined up on a field in the old inside right
position having not had his Ovaltine. And, perhaps worst of all,
James Evans made a comeback.
In spite of all of this, the 1st XI managed to beat the drop for the
first time in several years and the club is looking healthier than
it has done for a long time. Credit has to go Mr Greg Nutt, club
Chairman, for having a dream (even if the 1st XI failed
spectacularly to realise it) and Seb Rose, captain fantastic who,
despite being side-lined for a big chunk of the year, ran the
team superbly and made sure we had a team out each week.
Special mentions should also go to Olli Robini, young player of
the year, who has had a fantastic first season with the club;
Keiran Olivares Whitaker, who inexplicably received the player
of the year award; and also to Alan Hutcheson, who, with 14
goals in half a season, provided the wisdom, belief and the
beacon of light. Role on the promotion push next season.
J V Matthews (2003)

For a taste of what our football club is about, take a look at the
summary of the end of season awards dinner http://www.otfc.org.uk/otfc-end-of-season-social-andawards/
Please get in touch if you would like to play Saturday afternoon
football – our five teams play at a variety of levels which allows
us to cater for almost all standards of players. Please email the
club address on oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or visit the club
website www.otfc.org.uk for more information.
G Nutt (2000)
OTFC 1st XI:
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the
age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch

OTFC 2nd XI:
Having fought hard but ultimately failed to stave off relegation
at the end of the 2014/15 season the 2nd XI sought an
immediate bounce back promotion. Due to the unique way the
AFC league works, this was granted before a ball was even

kicked. Still our aspiration remained and became an unlikely
reality as the 2s worked their way from mid-table mediocrity to
the coveted promotion positions eventually finishing 2 nd in the
league.

a team not really knowing each other and finishing mid-table
whilst playing some amazing football in the process. Even at the
worst of times we have managed to have a laugh and hold our
heads high.

This season has been built on the basis of a settled squad of
players. Only minor additions were needed. The start of our
season was blighted with a number of draws, but our
spectacular end of season winning streak ensured our
promoted status. Wins of 4-2, 4-1, 5-0 & 8-1 ensured the goal
difference required. End of season stats read: W8, D6, L3. Next
year we will ensure our league success is continued and
complemented by a meaningful cup run. What a great season
2015/16 has been for the 2s!

Some highlights from the season include our fierce rivalry
against the Old Wokingians VIII’s in which we beat them 6-4 in
the pre-season, lost 11-4, beat them 5-1, and then lost again
11-0. All we have to say about those games is that we hate long
throws. Our cup run ended after a hard fought 3-3 draw and a
3-1 loss in penalties. Highlight moments from the game were
Mark Lomas scoring a hat-trick, Nader Meradji slipping during
a save in the shootout and our beloved captain Charlie Hughes
firing a penalty over the crossbar and into the woods “Don’t
forget to keep your head over the ball Charlie”.

D Bostelmann
The rest of the season heralded plenty of laughs including
Simon Titcombe missing a sitter and sailing the ball right over
the bar; Meradji somehow misinterpreting a deflection for a
back pass and jumping to the crossbar to head the ball out of
the goal; and Haitham Khorma managing to give away a penalty
3 or 4 games in a row in the exact same way. The giant puddle
at Grist’s that many of us got the ball stuck in had plenty of
moments as well, a moment that really “stuck” was Dominic
Lundie passing the ball straight into it during a counter attack.
OTFC 3rd XI:
The 3rd XI ended the 2015-2016 season having played good
football for large parts, but not getting the results we felt our
performances deserved. Our Spirit of Football scores from
opposition were high throughout and next season should see
us building up and climbing the league. Readers, you can help
improve our fortunes by getting involved in OTFC. We love
bringing in new players but also relish having supporters and
people writing pieces for our website. Please contact us if you
have any interest in joining up with a football club with an
excellent team spirit and a variety of exciting locations for
football.

Special mentions go to Ciaran Morris, Charlie Hughes, and Steve
Newby for organising squads over the season, Mark Lomas our
top goal scorer, Nader Meradji our new player of the season
and player of the season, and to anyone who came and filled
out the numbers when we were short - especially the rest of
the club for that one game we aren’t supposed to talk about.
Another massive thank you to Charlie who selflessly captained
the team over the season and Mark who took the reins at the
end.
N Meradji

C Morris (2000)

OTFC Vets XI:

OTFC 4th XI:
The IV’s maiden season has been filled with an array of joyous
victories paired with defeats that could crush a team’s spirit,
but not ours. We achieved a lot this season, coming together as

Old Tiffs Vets XI had a greatly improved season consolidating a
mid-table finish in the dizzy heights of Division 1 of the West
London Veterans League. The squad was strengthened with a
number of new recruits including player of the season Dave
Smith in goal, fresher of the season Carl Naylor taking charge at
the back and Rob Lee and Steve Reid showing great
determination and no little skill up front. We also welcomed the
return to Tiffs of ex-players Matt Seabrook and Warren
"Wazza" Arlow both of whom slotted in seamlessly. The Golden

Boot was picked up by the ever reliable and willing Ricky Evelyn
who scored too many to recall with any certainty.

School Sport

All the squad contributed well but special mention should also
go to Ali Rawlinson and Oscar Omo in central midfield who
provided the levels of energy sadly forever lost for many of
their team mates, and more than their fair share of goals.

Tiffin School Cricket

The season started very strongly conceding very few goals with
the team remaining in contention for promotion until
unfortunately fading in the last couple of months. All in all a
thoroughly enjoyable season with a large squad competing for
places. Season highlight? Probably Steve Reid's never to be
repeated Robbie Keane-like goal celebration.
C Walker

Club stalwarts Errol Walker and Dave Harry attended the
excellent AFC dinner at the Oval Cricket Ground on Friday May
20th. Rather prophetically, Dean Holdsworth was the guest
speaker in this year that AFC Wimbledon gained their
promotion to League 1. Dean provided an entertaining recount
of his years as a Wimbledon player in the years of the Crazy
Bunch, with Vinny (Vinny Jones), Fash (John Fashanu) and the
likes during the years of Sam Hamman.
There were some 900 guests, including players, club officials
and others. The company was good and the food wasn’t too
bad either. I shared a table with players from Old Sedcopians
and Old Thorntonians who were very complimentary about the
OTFC.
One of the highlights of the evening was the Heads and Tails
game, where the lucky winner took home £450 in cash. John
O’Brien, Old Ignatians, was awarded a Long Service Award.
Some of our more seasoned players played with John in the AFC
League Representative side. John has played over 1,000 games
in the AFC and is still playing Vets football.

The 1st XI have been a very good side and
played some excellent cricket particularly
up until half term. There were quite
brilliant games of cricket against St
George’s and Hampton which the side
lost by 5 runs and 8 runs respectively. But
with impressive wins over Reed’s, Kingston Grammar School,
Lord Wandsworth College, Emanuel and Reigate, the first halfterm was splendid!
There is terrific enthusiasm for the game everywhere in the
lower school. The u12 teams have played some good cricket
and Chris O’Connell (1997) has been turning a relatively
inexperienced group into a competitive outfit. Under 13 and
U15 levels have produced some outstanding results and the
U15 play KCS Wimbledon for a place in the semi-finals of the
County Cup this week. There are bundles of good players at A
& B level in these year groups and we look forward to seeing
these sides progress as they move up the School.
Martin Williams, Cricket Master

Tiffin School Cross-Country Report
The first relay of the season proved the commitment of the
runners, with Tiffin competing with an A, B, C and even a D
team! The A team of came in 2nd place and the B team came 3rd.
In the next few races our teams overall placing improved, with
a few firsts here and there from the juniors. It seemed that we
could not become any better! We ended up 2nd at the John
Fisher relay and 3rd at our home relay at Grists’.
At the Borough Championships we knew we had a strong team.
The year 7 race was first, tensions were running high. The gun
was shot and off the runners ran round the 2.6 kilometre track.
The race turned out be an overwhelming success for Tiffin, with
6 out of the 10 places on offer taken by tiffin pupils. Other
Borough places were taken by the higher years.
The Knowl Run was another Tiffin success. Nationally, Tiffin as
a team finished 9th - an amazing achievement. There were
brilliant performances from everyone in the team.
On the 23 of January, 6 Tiffin boys set to Reigate, to compete in
the County Championship. After a rough start, the runners were
underway. We all learnt that spikes are much better suited to
cross country than trainers, while running through shin deep
mud or having to take a longer route to avoid it. At the finish
every runner, small or tall was covered in a thick layer of wet
mud. Overall, Kingston Borough came third, which is a great
achievement. Because some runners produced an excellent

E Walker, Club Secretary

performance, they were selected to run for Surrey in the SouthEast inter-counties.
Overall, the season was a success with us ending 2 nd in our
league. With many people enjoying cross-country, we are all
looking forward to next year. However, all of our achievements
would not be possible without the help of Mr Shaw.

and great grandfather to his seven grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren. Michael died on 20 February 2016. He is
deeply missed and remembered with much love by his family
and his many friends.
He’s the Captain of the Old Tiffs tea, below:

Written by a current Year 7 pupil

De Mortuis
Michael Cockrean (1962)
Michael Alexander Cockrean was born
in Esher, Surrey, the eldest son of John
and Ursula Cockrean. He was a bright,
inquisitive boy who won a scholarship
to Tiffin School, Kingston, and had an
ambition to become an architect. He
left school shortly after the outbreak of
the Second World War and worked
initially at the Walton Council offices,
where he met the love of his life,
Veronica Davidson. The war put paid to Michael’s ambitions to
study architecture and instead he volunteered for the RAF, but
was only accepted because he put up his age by a couple of
years.
Michael became a navigator in Lancaster bombers. As the war
in Europe was coming to an end, Michael’s plane was shot
down over northern France and most of the crew were killed or
captured. Michael survived by living off the land for a several
weeks before being sheltered by a French family, at huge risk
to themselves. Michael was eventually returned secretly to
England in summer 1944 by the Resistance. He married
Veronica by special licence three weeks later. Michael resumed
his flying career in the Far East for the rest of the war.
Following demobilisation, Michael joined the staff of British
Petroleum. His career blossomed and he was soon making
frequent trips across the Atlantic, initially by ship and later by
air, to develop BP’s business in the United States. By the early
1960s had had become a senior executive with BP in England.
In 1968, he returned to New York and a year later became vice
president of BP North America. He and Veronica lived in
Oatlands Village, Surrey, until Veronica’s death in 2012.
Michael was a great sportsman. A keen rugby player at school,
he was captain of Tiffin’s 1st XV. One of his school mates likened
tacking Michael to colliding with a brick wall. He was
introduced to tennis by Veronica, which they enjoyed playing.
Michael was also a strong squash player. Later, he took up golf,
which he played well into his eighties.
Michael was a devoted husband to Veronica, to whom he was
married for 69 years, and a loving and supportive father to their
two children, Alison and Tim. He was also a caring grandfather

Graham Hill (1965)
Graham sadly passed away on 13
April, just days after his 70th
birthday.
After leaving school, he attended
Newcastle University, and shortly
thereafter emigrated to Canada
with his wife. He became Librarian
at McMaster University, where he
left an indelible mark on the library
services, collections and facilities over his long career. His
contributions to libraries and librarianship across Canada were
notable. During the 1980s, he served on the Board and later as
President of the Canadian Association of Research Libraries
(CARL), and was known affectionately as “Mr. Copyright” in the
late 1990s, having drafted many of CARL’s early policies and
presented before the House of Commons Standing Committee
on Canadian Heritage. He also served on the Association of
Universities and Colleges of Canada Copyright Advisory Board,
and in recognition of his many contributions, received the
inaugural CARL Award for Distinguished Service to Research
Librarianship in 1998.
Following his retirement, he operated a business with his wife,
and visited England every year whilst his health allowed,
enjoying many happy times with his brother, nephews and their
families.
He is survived by his wife Penelope, daughter Lindsay and a
grandson.

Duncan Brown (1960)
Dunncan joined Form 1A at Tiffin
school in 1953 and soon found a
group of like-minded friends who
were ‘Goons’ fans, non-team sport
players, science based and many of
whom went into the entertainment
industry.

He was instrumental in setting up the Gramophone Society and
the Photographic Society. Lunch times were filled with music
of all genres and weekend trips were organised to various
photographic destinations including the Epping to Ongar Steam
Railway, the BBC Camden Theatre to photograph the Goons
arriving for their Sunday recordings of the Goon show, the back
streets of London and the Faversham Marshes to photograph
the area where Pip first came across Magwitch and the hulks in
Charles Dicken’s David Copperfield. As we did not finish
reading the book we attributed our success in the ‘O’ Level
examination entirely to our visual knowledge of the Medway
and its dark atmosphere.
He was always a deep thinker approaching problems from a
completely different direction from the rest of us, he conceived
a system of photography using toast as the recording medium.

Tom Matthews (1969)
Tom Matthews died on 12 April
2016 after some years of poor
health. He was 65.
Tom’s time at Tiffin revolved
largely around sport in which
he excelled at cricket and
rugby. He played for three years in the first XI, primarily as a
skilful and elegant left arm spinner but he was also an
enterprising batsman and electric in the field. Tom spent a
similar period in the first XV but his playing time there was
reduced by injury. When not broken and bandaged he was
however a graceful and elusive runner on the wing or at outside
centre and always reliable in the tackle.

Duncan moved directly to BBC Television on leaving school
where his knowledge of photography, his appreciation of a
wide range of artistic styles and his thoughtful approach to
images quickly took him to the top of his profession - Television
Lighting Director. Here again his lateral thinking enabled him
to solve seemingly impossible problems. On one night shoot
where the noise of a generator in a quiet London street would
have upset the residents he used gas lights – silence and
stunning pictures. He was a Master in lighting all genres of
programme - Light Entertainment, Comedy, Factual and Drama,
all lit in his individualistic style bringing each ‘story’ to life for
the viewer.

Tom left Tiffin to read English at Birmingham. After graduating
he spent a short time with the British Council but then changed
course to spend the rest of his working life in IT, mostly in the
banking industry in the UK and the United States.

His productions included: Madame Bovary (1975), When The
Boat Comes In (1976), The Duchess Of Duke Street (1976/77),
Dr Who (1977/80), Pinocchio (1978), Top Of The Pops (1978),
Are You Being Served (1983), Eastenders (1986), Johnny Briggs
(1987), Bread (1988), A Bit Of Fry And Laurie (1989), ‘Allo ‘Allo
(1989), You Rang M’Lord (1988-90), The Legacy Of Reginald
Perrin (1996), Death Of A Salesman (1996)

Tom never fully recovered from a quadruple heart bypass
operation and he suffered a series of setbacks over recent
years. These did limit his mobility, but he still knew a great red
wine from a good one, preferred a cover drive to the Dilscoop
and deplored the fact that fly-halves were now twice as heavy
as they had been in his day.

Duncan’s exceptional skill was acknowledged in 1993 when he
received a BAFTA Lighting Award for BBC Television’s drama
‘Tales from Hollywood’. As observed by one of my television
colleagues – ‘Duncan was a realist who produced results that a
perfectionist would envy’
Relaxation was visiting art galleries, travel (particularly Eastern
Europe), fine dining and motorcycling in the Surrey hills
Duncan died on 14 September 2015. His funeral was standing
room only with his many friends and colleagues paying their
respects to a great and innovative artist in light. Sadly Duncan
leaves his wife Kaye, daughter Eleanor and his two
grandchildren
Michael McCarthy (1960)

He was well rewarded for his work, which was just as well as his
appetite for good food and wine (and expensive suits) was as
great as his consumption of beer and curry had been at school
and university. During his lifetime Tom also managed to get
married twice, travel extensively, part-own a racehorse, set up
and disband two companies and gather around him a large
group of like-minded friends to share the fun.

His cremation service was organised and conducted by his
friends. Seneca had the last word: Life, if well lived, is long
enough’.
Roger Pellman (1969)

Roy Panting (1944)
Roy was a prolific steam engine
photographer has died aged 88. He
died peacefully in at a nursing home
in Bournemouth on Saturday March
5 after a long illness.
Throughout his life, Roy loved steam
engines and travelled the country taking pictures and recording
the trains, to which he dedicated 20 years of his life.
After leaving Tiffin Boys’ School in Kingston he went on to get a
job as a temporary laboratory assistant in the Admiralty
Scientific and Technical Pools at Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty within the Navy in Surrey and in 1948, transferred to

the army reserves. He later transferred back to the Admiralty
where he stayed for the rest of his working life until retiring in
December 1981. He never married.

Revd Vic Read (1945)
Vic was born in London
the son of a Metropolitan
Police
officer
and
attended Tiffin Boys
School until 1945, where
he played the drums in
the school band under
George
Spriggs,
something that was to
become one of his
passions in life.
He met his wife, Pat, at the St Matthew’s Youth Fellowship in
Surbiton and soon began to realise his calling to the priesthood,
through his work as a Sunday school teacher and parochial
leader.
After leaving Tiffin School he was a scientist with British Coal
and served his National service with the Royal Air Force in
Egypt. He then trained at the London College of Divinity and
was ordained by Bishop Mervyn Stockwood in Southwark
Cathedral in 1959. His first post was as a curate at Christchurch
in Wimbledon.
In all he was curate or vicar of 10 churches in Wimbledon,
Buckinghamshire and Lincolnshire, he taught RE (and
percussion) and regularly took assemblies in well over a dozen
schools, he was chaplain to numerous organisations and even
recorded a number of epilogues for Anglia television, back in
the 1970s when television ended for the night with a thoughtful
5 minutes!
Those who met him during his day-to-day parish work over 58
years found him a very warm person who loved people and
could make anyone feel at ease. He cared about every person
he met, whether it be a close friend or a stranger who knocked
on his door late at night in trouble and always had time,
unerring patience, and showed great compassion - rare
qualities indeed.
When he retired in 1994 Vic and his wife Pat moved to
Towcester to be near their daughter and post retirement
carried on working as part of the Whittlewood Benefice in
Northamptonshire
Vic approaching everything with the same infectious
enthusiasm whether it be work, writing and performing a funny
sketch for a parish event, picking apples with his grandchildren
or, leading a Hells Angel’s funeral cortege on his motorbike.
We regret also to announce the death of Donald Walter
Clough (1940) who died on 28 October 2014, aged 89. He had
happy memories of his school days, even though they were
cut short when the war started.

Thank you for your support.
The Tiffinian Association relies on donations
from Old Tiffinians and friends to continue its
community-building activities such as
Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org website,
the various Tiffinian events and its support of
career groups for the benefit of alumni and students.
To expand our support for the School and to maintain a vibrant
association we hope you will consider one of the following:
(i) Completing a standing order form http://goo.gl/6IQHQ3 and
returning it to Tiffinian Association Office at Tiffin School. We
ask that you consider giving £5 a month, but greater or lesser
sums will be gratefully received.
(ii) Sending a cheque, made payable to ‘The Tiffinian
Association’ to the Tiffinian Association Office at Tiffin School
(iii) Making a one-off donation online via the Donate page of
the website (http://tiffinfriends.org/donate)

Letters to the Editor and copy for the next
edition to tiffnews.editor@gmail.com by 23
September 2016 please.

