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From the Head's Study
The new academic year has started
and once again we are terrifically
busy at Tiffin, in what is going to be
a very exciting time for the school.
The School continues to grow, and
we have now taken this September
our second year group of 180
pupils, as well as the highest
number of new Sixth Formers ever.
It is great to know that even more
young people will benefit from the provision of an outstanding
Tiffin education.
New Building
Our new building, years in the planning, is finally going to be
constructed, replacing the dilapidated ‘temporary’ 1947 dining
room which, with the exception of our very oldest and most
esteemed Alumni, you will all remember. Not before time, this
will be demolished. A fine new two storey building will take its
place, with a new dining room and kitchen below, and five new
classrooms and IT suite above. This development is set to
transform the school and will represent the largest ever single
investment in the site. Although the core funding is in place, we
are looking to raise further funds from the Tiffin community in
order to finish and fit the building as our Tiffin students
deserve. I will therefore be writing to you very shortly to
request your help in this venture, as we seek to maintain and
deliver the outstanding Tiffin education that you also
benefitted from. It will certainly be exciting to see the building
go up, and to then experience how it will transform the
educational environment.
Outstanding Results
The School’s outstanding performance was maintained this
summer when our boys achieved fantastic exam results. In
particular, the A-level results, with 87% of grades at A*-B
grades, were the best for three years; coming at a time when
higher grades are becoming harder to attain; this is a significant
achievement. What is more, it allows pupils to follow their
dreams and gain entry to the courses, careers and universities
of their choice, the majority to the top Russell Group
Universities. We celebrated the boys’ achievements at our
Leavers’ Celebration two weeks ago, with our local MP James
Berry presenting awards, as well as the Tiffin Association tie to
all leavers. As those young men now join the thousands of
others as Alumni, we hope they will keep in touch and
remember Tiffin fondly.
The new House system
I know you will be interested to hear that Kingsley-Montgomery
won the final House competition before our expansion this year
of the number of houses from six to eight. The two new

additional Houses, Turing-Nightingale and Darwin-Wilberforce,
whose names were chosen in consultation with all the pupils,
have got off to a good start and there is great excitement with
the new House system and competitions.
TAL Dinner, and the Christmas Carol Service
It is always great to meet ex-pupils of the school. I very much
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the TAL
Dinner on 11 November, which this year is being held at Epsom
because of works at the School. I also hope that as many of you
as possible will come to our Christmas Carol Service at 7.30 pm
on Wednesday 14 December at All Saints, Kingston. This is
always a great occasion to meet up with other Old Tiffinians as
well as other members of the broader Tiffin community. Tickets
can be obtained by emailing TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk.
If you wish to, you can keep up with events at Tiffin by reading
my regular newsletters, which are all published on our
website. To do this please follow the link:
http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html.
The newsletters contain lots more information about sport,
the arts, trips and all the other activities which are part of the
regular Tiffin education.
I look forward to an exciting year, and to seeing you at our
functions.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher

Chairman's Letter
A few weeks ago I attended this year’s
Leavers Celebration for the Class of
2016. Again the results from this
excellent group of young men were of
the highest standards, despite a
reduction in the national averages.
Again this puts Tiffin near the top of
the Boys’ State Schools in the
Country. We have a very strong
school, with excellent leadership
from Mike Gascoigne, the staff and the governors.
The Tiffinian Association is the body which links everyone and
everything, past and present, together. To continue the work
and benefits that the alumni group has to offer, there is
currently a real need for new Trustees. Some of us have
probably been in place on Tiffinian Committees for too long and
new, enthusiastic blood is definitely now urgently needed.
Please consider volunteering some time to help run and
develop the organisation. Even if you feel you don't have the
skills that you ‘think’ may be required, the most important thing
is being prepared to give some time and commitment to the
organisation. If you would like to discuss or find out more
please email me at amillard@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
Lastly, the Summer Reunion in June proved to be another
enjoyable Tiffin occasion. As part of a guided tour around the
school by ex-Deputy Head, John King we had a chance to ‘bid
farewell’ to the familiar old School Canteen. The plans for the
new building, which will wrap around London Road and include

a new canteen and new classrooms, look fantastic. The building
will not only provide new facilities and much needed additional
classroom space, but will also create a real visual impact on the
London Road entry.
Tony Millard, Chairman

The Tiffinian Association’s 105th Annual
Dinner
combined with a special tribute to Tony Millard will take
place on Friday 11 November 2016
at The Royal Automobile Club, Woodcote Park,
Epsom KT18 7EW

The Tiffinian Association –
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the
Tiffinian Association Limited which will be held 20:00 on
Monday 7 November 2016 at Grist’s, Summer Road, East
Molesey KT8 9LS to transact the following business:
1) Welcome to Members
2) Apologies for Absence
3) Chairman's Report
4) Financial Report
5) Appointment of Auditors
6) Elections to the Board of Directors
The following Director retires after many years of service to
the Tiffin Community:
Nigel Angus

The School Hall will not be available for the Annual Alumni
Dinner this year, due to the work rebuilding a new kitchen,
dining room and classrooms for the School. So the Dinner
Committee has decided to make this year’s Dinner
particularly special by holding it in the Cedar Room of the
RAC Epsom and using it to pay special tribute to Tony Millard,
who is retiring as Chairman of the Association after over 40
years of sterling service.
The tickets are £50 each - a price subsidised by an alumnus
to enable a wide spectrum of alumni to attend.
Wives and partners are welcome to attend the dinner.
Tickets may be purchased:
1) Online by going to the tiffinfriends.org website
2) By sending a cheque made out to 'The Tiffinian
Association' to The Tiffinian Association, c/o Tiffin School,
Queen Elizabeth Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2
6RL
3) Directly into the Tiffinian Association bank account
(account number 71886533; sort code 40-26-12) quoting
your name as the payment reference and emailing us at
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk to advise us that you have paid
directly.
At the time of booking, please advise us of any dietary
requirements and any seating preferences.
To see the current list of attendees, please go to:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/Attendees%20at%20Eve
nt%20(1)
**If you would like to make an additional contribution to
help defray the anticipated costs of the expanded function,
your donation would be very gratefully received**

In accordance with the articles of association, the following
Directors retire by rotation and offer themselves for reelection:
Peter Osborne, Mike Taylor
At the conclusion of the formal meeting, the Chairman will
open the meeting to the members present for a general
discussion on the affairs of the Association.
The current Board of Trustees is as follows:
Atula Abeysekera
Nigel Angus
Toby Brown
Mark Darby
Kieron Garlic
James McNicholas
Tony Millard – Chairman
Peter Osborne – Treasurer
Phil Phillips
James Strong – Secretary
Mike Taylor
TAL Administrator: Alex Swift
If you would like to attend this year’s Tiffinian Association
AGM, please email your name to
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Tiffin School Academic Results
Once again Tiffin students have achieved excellent GCSE
results. With virtually 80% of grades at A*/A grade, including
approximately 50% at A*, last year’s Year 11 students did
extremely well. All students achieved 5 A*- C grades, including
English and Maths. Congratulations go to all the students for
their hard work and effort. We wish them all the very best as
they now embark on the next stage of their education.

The 2016 Tiffin leavers achieved the School’s best A Level
results for 3 years. With over 87% of grades at A*-B, this was
another excellent set of results for Tiffin students, allowing a
large number of them to progress to their first choice of
university, including 22 to Oxbridge. Well done to all the boys
and the staff for their terrific efforts!

and they currently have about 150 entrants from 20-30 schools.
This year’s will be the second time Tiffin have put together a
team. We were absolutely delighted that last year’s individual
winner was OT Sean Renfer (2006). We’d like to aim for the
team event this year and this requires a minimum of 4 Tiffin
runners.

To view the 2016 university destinations, click here
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/University%20
Destinations%2014-16.pdf

Sean is co-ordinating the Tiffin entry. If you are interested in
taking part please email him at seanrenfer@aol.co.uk

To view the 2016 university courses please use this link:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/University%20
Courses%202016.pdf

Events for your diary
Friday 11 November 2016
Tiffin Alumni Dinner at the RAC, Epsom KT18 7EW
Thursday 8 December 2016
Christmas Old Tiffinian Social Lunch, Ristorante Sorrento,
Tolworth KT6 7DE
Wednesday 14 December 2016
Tiffin School Evening Carol Service, 7.30pm at Kingston
Parish Church KT1 1JP (Entrance is by ticket only,
obtainable from TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk)
Saturday 17 December 2016
Thames Hare and Hounds Alumni Race (5 miles),
Wimbledon Common, 2.30pm

Thames Hare & Hounds Alumni Cross
Country Race – 17 December 2016
The cross country season is soon upon us and our thoughts are
turning to the Thames Hare & Hounds Alumni Race in
Wimbledon.

Please click on the following link to see further details of the
race: http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/THHH-AluminIntroLetter-2016.pdf
Please click on the following link see past results of the Thames
Hare & Hounds Alumni Race:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/Alumni-History-1412-31.pdf
Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our eighty-seventh lunch was held at our usual venue on
Thursday, 14th July viz., the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell
Road, Tolworth, Surrey - meeting at 12.30pm, for lunch at 1pm,
departure about 3pm.
The nine present were: Dennis Clarke, John Dibley, Jack Foster,
David French, David Ingall, Greer Kirkwood, Bob Neville, Peter
Smith, John Wright.
Of the interesting discussions, David French revealed that he
had been Tubby Dean’s newspaper boy and not only had the
Headmaster been an avid reader of the Daily Herald but he also
treasured his copies of the Physic Times and once had tested
him, a twelve year old, by asking to spell ‘physic’ something
which of the assembled company only Peter Smith managed!
Further John Wright and Bob Neville discovered they had been
on the opposite side of the divide regarding Income Tax Appeals
heard by the Brixton Commissioners. John had appeared before
Bob to explain why assessments should be determined only to
find that Bob would ask searching questions regarding the basis
under which the assessments were made. Suffice it to say their
recollection of the meetings differed, but Bob did say that he
would leave some money behind the Sorrento Bar for the
December meeting and John said he would do the same.
Anyway a good time was held by all with the varied menu
available.
Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on
the day.

For more than sixty years, Thames Hare and Hounds, the oldest
adult cross-country running club in the world, has organised an
annual cross country running race on Wimbledon Common for
teams of alumni. This event has steadily grown in popularity
and is well-run by the Thames Cross Country Running Club, with
changing rooms, first aid backup and a tea provided. Thames
charge a fee of £5 per entrant.
This year’s race will take place at 2.30pm on Saturday 17
December 2016. The course is a classic course of five miles with
varied terrain. In recent years it’s become increasingly popular

Finally the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.

local regattas, Ex-Tiffs Skiff Marathon and the legendary TSBC
1st 8 of 1965 Reunion), but many of you don’t meet with many,
if any, outside your peer group.

Photos courtesy of John Wright.
Future Thursday dates are - Christmas 8 December 2016, Spring
6 April 2017. All are welcome. If you wish to attend and bring
guests, please let me know on 01483 850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

OTA 100 Club
Since the last report draws have taken place as follows:
Previous win
May 2016

£50

Tim Whittaker

Claygate

2009

June 2016

£50

Barry Scanlon

Florida

2014

June 2016 £1,000 John Bradford

Angus

2011

July 2016

Worcester Park

£50 John Wright

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social
Lunch. Of those at the lunch only John Wright above was a
winner with his second ticket. But we did manage to encourage
2 new members to join.
Congratulations to John Bradford for the ‘big’ win - his
circumstances have changed as he has moved permanently to
Scotland to live near his daughter. Similar congratulations to
the other 3 and thanking all members for their support.
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the Association’s
income so do please consider becoming a member. The cost is
£60 per annum or £5 per month by standing order. The prizes
are £50 each month plus half-yearly major prizes of £1,000.
Further information can be obtained from Greer Kirkwood, 28
Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX, telephone 01483
850705.

So, in an attempt to start the ball rolling we are proposing to
hold the first of our annual events on Saturday 18 February
2017 in the function room at the Cardinal Wolsey at Hampton
Court. The cost of the meal should be no more than £25
excluding drinks. There will, of course, be a bar available.
Timing is 7pm - midnight.
If you’d like to attend, please could you pay a deposit of £10.00
into the Tiffinian Association’s back account (account number
71886533; sort code 40-26-12) quoting ‘TSBC’ and your name
as the payment reference and emailing me at
carol.a.cornell@gmail.com to advise me that you have paid
directly. Please also pass this information on to others who you
rowed with, as we still have some year gaps where
crews/oarsmen are not represented, and it would be brilliant if
we could get those filled.
We very much look forward to seeing you there.
Carol Cornell (ex-Head of Rowing TSBC 2007-15) and Kelvin
Wong (2008)

Tiffin School Leaver’s Celebration 2016
The 2016 leavers’ parents and the Tiffin teaching staff gathered
to congratulate the students on their academic results and
celebrate all that the boys had contributed to the School over
their time at Tiffin. James Berry, MP for Kingston and Surbiton,
spoke and he and Phil Phillips (1974), Chair of the Governors,
presented the boys with their prizes and their Tiffinian
Association ties.

Also email: greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood (1961)

TSBC Alumni Reunion
Dear Tiffin School Boat Club (TSBC) Alumni,
It’s always been an intention to formally put in a place a yearly
gathering of the alumni of TSBC. It’s taken a while, but having
weathered several storms throughout TSBC's years of
existence, now seems a great time to try to gather the exoarsmen (and ex-coaches) of TSBC together, to meet and greet,
exchange stories and generally renew friendships formed
during the formative years of our rowing careers. We know
some of you still meet up at key events (Henley, House Regatta,

Please go to:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/2016%20Leavers%20Celebr
ation%20Photos for more photos of the evening

Tiffin School Alumni Summer Reunion

A number of Old Tiffinians were welcomed back on 24 June
including alumni, including some from the 1956, 1966, 1976
and 1986 years. The evening included a tour of the School by
ex-Tiffin Deputy Head, John King, which allowed everyone a last
look around Tiffin School's post-war, prefab canteen before it's
pulled down in the autumn to make way for its replacement.
Please go to:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/2016%20Summer%20Reuni
on for more photos of the evening

Letters
I have spent the last 44 years in the county town of
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, where I was in a large general
medical practice for 30 years. In April 2015, my local Rotary
Club put on a concert with the prestigious King's Men. I was
hosting some of the choir and sat next to a young man who was
Isaac Jarrett-Barnham. He stayed at our house and was
interested to see The Tiffinian magazines dating back to 1951
when my brother, David started. The choir programme had
remained very similar. We had the opportunity to meet again
earlier this year when the Choir was on the northern tour and
also to see him on TV at the Proms in Faure's Requiem.

player’. I think that that season the Tiffin 1st XV played 19, won
16, drew 1 and lost 2!

Back row: Nick Plant, Sam Hinton, Martin Belcher, Tom
Matthews, Fin John, Dave Pollard, Geoff Webb , - , Chris Pink,
Rob Bishop, - .
Front row: David Wright, - , Neil Bennett, Tony Travers, - , John,
Dave Moss Bowpitt, George Elliott

People
Charles Heatley (1979)
Charles Heatley (1979) a GP in
Sheffield was awarded an MBE in
this year’s New Year’s Honours for
primary care, following his work in
Sierra Leone in the war against
Ebola in 2014. He was among the
first of around 1,000 British
doctors, nurses and paramedics to
volunteer to man Ebola treatment centres in West Africa and
spent 5 weeks working in Freetown.

Neil Price (1984)

I was interested to see the discussions about the Rosslyn Park
Sevens in the last issue at the Old Tiffinian Social lunch. I was in
that seven with Greer Kirkwood in 1961 in the semi-final. To
this day, I am still haunted about dropping a pass, which might
have sealed the match. Also in that team was Geoff Ricks
(1963), who I am going with to Croatia for a week's sailing.
Andrew Brereton (1963)
From George Elliott (1969)
Tiffin 1st XV 1968-9 showing the late Tom Matthews who passed
away on 12 April 2016. His team will remember him as ‘a feisty

William Hartfree (1979) reported that
Neil Price (1984) was on the news in
Sweden recently talking in Swedish
about the Vikings in his role as Professor
at the Department of Archaeology and
Ancient History at Uppsala University,
Sweden, leading Sweden’s largest
archaeological research project.

Abraham Thomas (1996)
Congratulations
to
Abraham
Thomas (1996), just appointed as
the new Curator in Charge at the
Renwick Gallery, Washington (part
of the Smithsonian American Art
Museum). Abraham was previously
director of the John Soane Museum
and curator of designs at the V&A.

History

eyesight and his overall physical development was described as
good.

Second Lieutenant George Smith (1908)

On 31 August 1914 The Military Education Committee
University of London recommended George as a suitable
candidate for appointment to a commission in the Regular
Army for the period of the war. After just 61 days’ home service
with The Buffs, George was discharged for a commission on 17
October and posted to the Royal West Kent Regiment as a
Second Lieutenant.

Killed in action on the Somme (Battle of FlersCourcelette), 15th September 1916

Second Lieutenant Smith was posted to France on 29 May 1915.
His Service Papers do not provide any further information as to
his whereabouts during the following twelve months. However,
Captain R. O. Russell in The History of the 11th (Lewisham)
Battalion, The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment noted
that reporting for duty on the 7 May 1916 was “2nd Lieutenant
G. Smith from a battalion of our own Regiment.”

George Smith was the fourth child of Charles and Fanny Smith
(nee Bryon). He was born in New Malden on 26 September
1891. Charles and Fanny were married at St. Marylebone Parish
Church on 17 July 1884. At the time of their marriage the couple
were living at 146, Great Titchfield Street in the City of
Westminster. Charles was a baker by trade. Later he would own
his own bakery business. Charles’ and Fanny’s first child Charles
was born in Fulham in 1886. By the following year the couple
were residing in Coombe Road, New Malden. Starting with John
in 1887 all their other children would be born and raised in the
town. Lilian was born in 1889 and George in 1891. Edith
followed in 1893, James in 1896, Mary in 1898 and lastly, Albert
in November 1901.
George was baptised at Christ Church, New Malden on 6
December 1891. He was educated at Elm Road, School before
being admitted to Tiffin School, Kingston in January 1904,
where according to the Surrey Comet “he showed much
promise”. George was at Tiffin for just over four and half years
during which he successfully passed the Senior School
Matriculation Standard Examination in July 1908.
After leaving Tiffin on 30 July 1908, George entered the South
Eastern Agricultural College, Wye as a Surrey Scholar. In 1911
he passed the Intermediate Examination in Agriculture and the
following year he went to study at University of London at
Birkbeck where he was awarded a B.Sc. (Agriculture), before
returning to Wye College as a lecturer of botany.
Responding to the call of King and Country, George who was
residing at Wye College, enlisted in nearby Ashford, Kent on 17
August 1914, joining The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) as Private
1545. He was 22 years and 11 months old. George had not had
any previous military experience, although he had been
Secretary of his College’s rifle club. His enlistment papers
record that George was 6ft tall and weighed 153lbs. His chest
measured 37 ½ inches when fully expanded. George had good

The 11th (Lewisham) (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regiment was raised at Lewisham on the 5
May 1915 by the Mayor and a local committee. They trained in
nearby Catford and became part of the 118th Brigade in the
39th Division in July 1915. In October, they were assigned to the
122nd Brigade as part of the 41st Division. In January 1916 the
Battalion moved to Aldershot before arriving in France on 3rd
May 1916 in the build-up to the Somme Offensive.
On 15 September the 11th Battalion would be bloodied in its
first major action at what subsequently became known as the
Battle of Flers-Courcelette. Also making its debut that day were
49 British tanks being used in combat for the very first time. The
battle commenced at 6.20 a.m. as officers and men left their
positions in small groups and made their way forward with
tanks in close attendance. Almost immediately they came
under intense enemy artillery fire and as the forward assembly
positions near Tea Trench were reached, they received a
hammer-blow of concentrated machine-gun and shelling.
These first few minutes proved disastrous for the Battalion with
a significant number of officers and N.C.O.’s being killed and
wounded.
Despite these heavy losses, just 20 minutes from the
commencement of the attack, the first objective Switch Trench
had been taken. At this stage, ‘D’ company under Lt. Smith had
suffered less than any of the other companies in the Battalion.
Unfortunately, the tanks had struggled to negotiate the shelltorn ground as fast as the assaulting troops. The survivors now
had to move on to attack Flers Trench without their assistance.
However, the sight of the tanks had a great psychological effect
on the enemy and many of the German soldiers defending the
second objective took flight in the direction of Flers.
The tanks having at last caught up, led the troops into Flers
Village. Thick belts of wire and stiffening German resistance
held up the advance for some moments, but one of the tanks

moved up and down the line, flattening the wire, thus enabling
progress to be resumed.

points to the fact that he was with the 11th Battalion at the
time of his death.

Maldens and Coombe War Memorial Cenotaph
Map showing Tea Trench, Switch Trench and Flers Village all of
which were attacked and taken by the British and New
Zealanders on 15 September 1916
Most of the surviving troops including Second Lieutenant Smith
leading ‘D’ Company entered the ruined village by the main
street closely following the leading tank. There was some
resistance in Flers, but not as much as expected. The only
determined effort by the Germans was that of a machine gun
at the cross roads right in the centre of the village, but this was
rapidly dealt with by one of the tanks. Shortly after the village
had been taken, Second Lieutenant Smith, who according to the
Battalion’s history had “radiated confidence” and “led his men
splendidly,” was killed.

In his native New Malden, George is remembered on the
Maldens and Coombe War Memorial in the High Street as well
as on the wooden tablet located inside Christ Church. George’s
name can also be found on the memorial at Tiffin School,
Kingston upon Thames and on the large memorial plaque
hanging in the courtyard at Wye College, which commemorates
127 old boys who made the ultimate sacrifice for their King and
Country.
Graeme Hodge, Nescot College Archivist

Tiffinian Sport
2016 Old Tiffinian Skiff Marathon

Of the 610 officers and men of the 11th Battalion who went into
action 343 became casualties. Lieutenant Smith was at first
reported missing. One of the Battalion’s soldiers Private T. A.
Broomfield presumably wounded in the battle was interviewed
whilst recuperating in the 3rd Northern General Hospital stated
that “On Sept. 15th at Flers Lt. Smith was killed, while leading
his Company to take Flers Village. I was just in front of him at
the time, so did not see him hit, but heard he was killed
afterwards.”

On Sunday 18 September 2016, the eight competitors and the
race spectators met at Dittons Skiff and Punting Club on a still,
autumnal morning. The competitors ‘leisurely’ rowed up to the
start at Hampton Court Bridge before the handicapped race
was officially started. Yet again, it was a hard-fought, exciting
race down the river to Kingston Bridge. The race was narrowly
won by Ashley Tilling and David Lawson (2015 winners: Gattey/
Powell) with the handicap trophy going to Andy Powell and
John Roberts. Thanks go to Tony Ellis and David Gattey for
organising the race.

Subsequently Lieutenant Smith’s body was found because a
number of personal effects recovered included an identity disc,
as well as a card case containing photographs, wallet, pocket
diary and a note case that had been damaged. His parents
shortly afterwards received a telegram at their home, 52,
Coombe Road informing them that their son previously
reported missing was now reported killed on 15 Sep.

Results:

Lieutenant Smith was buried at Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers
(Grave reference II.E.4), he was 11 days short of his 25 birthday
when he was killed. Interestingly the details held by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) list
Lieutenant Smith as belonging to the 10th Battalion Queen's
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 10th attached to the 9th
Battalion, but this appears to be an error as clearly the evidence

Powell/ Roberts
Ellis/ Cruddace
Tilling/ Lawson
Gattey/ Powell

Start
0
3.01
3.45
3.56

Finish
23.12
24.13
23.28
24.02

Actual
23.12
21.12
19.43
20.06

Please use this link for more photos of the day
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/2016%20Skiff%20Maratho
n

Old Tiffinian Golf Society
Our second fixture of the year took place at Guildford on May
23, this was our annual match against Old Kingstonians. The
course was well presented and the Old Kingstonians intend to
take us back there next year. We had 16 players and the Old
Kingstonians had 11, so we had a numerical advantage again.
We agreed to count the top 8 cards. The result was that we
retained the ‘Over The Road’ Cup with a score of 254 compared
with their 236, a resounding victory!
Our individual winners were Paul Baker with 33 points, Nigel
Pimm also 33 and Geoff Latham with 32. Front and back 9 prizes
went to John Mc Nicholas and Norman Mayes.
A month later on June 23 we had a strong team entered for the
Surrey Schools Event at Clandon Regis, but the course was
flooded and the event cancelled. It is possible it may be
rearranged for October.

Off the pitch, the summer recruitment drive has seen
numerous new faces join the club, a new 1st XV kit deal
arranged and a continuation of the club’s successful
partnership with Kieron Garlic’s company, Present
Communications. With attendance at training increasing each
week and numerous social events in the diary (thanks to social
secretaries, Kumara Malik and Joshua Graham) the club is in a
good place.
Club captain Jae Jang certainly feels the teams are in a good
shape and can aim high this season “Following an influx of new
players and a strong preseason, we are very fortunate to have
strength and depth in our squad this year. We've had a
promising start to our campaign and it was great to see areas
of our game we worked so hard for during preseason come to
fruition. It's still early doors in the new season but we have set
a very high standard as a club and look forward to playing our
brand of rugby. “
If you would like to join the OTRF Club, please contact Andy
Blackburn on 07763 902 606.

Old Tiffinian Football Club

Lastly, I am pleased to announce that Martin Williams, (Tiffin
Modern Foreign Languages teacher and Head of Cricket) has
agreed to take over as Fixtures Secretary for 2017. I am sure he
will do a great job. If you wish to contact him, his email address
is mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
Allan Piggott, Fixtures Secretary

Old Tiffinian Rugby Football Club
Old Tiffinians RFC have begun the 2016/2017 in fine form both
on and off the pitch.
On the pitch, the 1st XV have won 2 games out of 3 beating both
Old Cranleighans and arch rivals Battersea Ironsides at fortress
Grists and suffering only a solitary defeat away at current
league leaders Teddington.

The Old Tiffinians Football Club continues to gather momentum
as the new season kicks off. The social aspect is at an all-time
high and with five teams firmly established and regularly oversubscribed for players, we are looking to grow the club again.
Do get in touch if you would like to play Saturday afternoon
football – our five teams play at a variety of levels which allows
us to cater for almost all standards of players. Please email the
club address on oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk for more
information. For a taste of what our football club is about,
please visit the club website at www.otfc.org.uk
G. Nutt (2000)
OTFC 1st XI:

In all three games the forward pack, led by Captain Jae Jang, has
been dominant, with both the scrum and driving mauls proving
to be potent threats. Individual forwards are also already
making big impressions with Nomso Nwamadi picking up 2 man
of the match awards and the front row unit of Laurie Unwin,
Izaak Mirzabaigian, Alun Davies and Alex Turner proving to be
too strong for their opposite numbers.
The 2nd XV followed in the 1sts footsteps by beating Guildford
3rd XV in their opening game of the season. Again, it was a
forward try that kicked things off with Steve Bannell driving
over after a well worked line out.

Old Tiffinians 1st XI are now two games into the season and
preparing for their third game tomorrow at the time of writing.
After a loss in the first game of the season in a cup game, where
Tiffs travelled to Hackney Marshes with eleven men, we kickstarted our league with a win against Economicals and a very
strong performance. With over-subscription on the cards for
the past two weeks, Tiffs look in a strong position to compete
in the league this season. A very positive spirit in the dressing
room is making the football more enjoyable than ever and with
the bar at Grist’s now up and running, the social side is ever
improving.
S. Rose

Despite all the positive news, we did seem to struggle at the
start of this week to round up players until confirmation of the
kick-off time, and were going to rely on imports from the IVs to
make up numbers. Hopefully this is just a one-off. We have also
lost Langers to China and Ben ‘Bambi’ Williams to motherhood.

OTFC 1st XI Team Photo
OTFC 2nd XI:
The OTFC 2nd XI is in good shape...really good shape. Having
been promoted last season, we have retained our squad and as
the whole club grows, we have managed to recruit well into the
team. Whilst we didn't have many ‘weak’ positions, we
certainly don't now. Our healthy pre-season has the 2s
currently undefeated and with one match into the league, our
winning streak has continued.

In conclusion, we look decent with numbers and we've added
some quality, which is good news considering the poor season
we had last year (which prompted one of our players who was
injured last year to say he didn't enjoy last season and didn't
really 'rush' his come-back from injury as it all felt a bit
shambolic). On a personal note (this is Baptiste), Dan has done
much of the hard work, which I can only thank him for, and
Ciarán has been a real help as well despite stepping back. The
attitude of the team and players has been good so far and the
new players seem a good bunch.
D. Hogg (2006) and B. Reynaud

The 2s will continue to grow in numbers, quality and dynamic
and we look forward to the 2016/17 season. We are capable of
back-to-back promotions... and we will aim for exactly that!
As much as we want to win and we strive for promotion, cup
runs and trophy success...we also desire nothing more than to
spend our social kitty wisely (and frequently).
D. Bostelmann
OTFC 3rd XI Team Photo
OTFC 4th XI:

OTFC 2nd XI Team Photo
OTFC 3rd XI:
The OTFC 3rd XI have started strongly, with a win (with a clean
sheet!) and a draw in their first two league games. We have
welcomed several new players to the club who have stepped
up in the first few games in the absence of several ‘regulars’
from the last two seasons who are starting to come back from
this weekend onwards. Hopefully this will bring some
competition and depth.
Separating the IIIs and IVs groups has also been helpful and
should bring some continuity to the team. There is definitely a
core to the team. Several new joiners seem extremely keen and
have already played both weeks as well as this coming
weekend, which is good news. Areas where we are short would
seem to be mostly at CB where we have very few 'specialists'
(does that exist at our level?).

The OTFC 4th XI has played 3 games so far this season. The
traditional pre-season curtain raiser ended in a thrilling 5-4
victory over the 3s. This was followed by a rare 0-0 league game
against Shene Old Grammarians. The following league game
was postponed so the 4s played a friendly against Reigatians
from Division 3 ending in an impressive 4-3 victory with
Stephen Dwyer completing his hat-trick from the penalty spot
with the last kick of the game. So, it has been a strong start to
the campaign. With some excellent new players and a good
blend of youth and experience in the squad it promises to be an
exciting season ahead.
C. Hughes and S. Newby

OTFC 4th XI Team Photo

OTFC Vets XI:

Music Department News

As a vets team our main aspiration this season is to keep the
medical industry as quiet as possible. Anything else is frankly a
bonus but after a very promising start to the latest West
London Vets Division 1 campaign with 6-0 and 5-0 wins against
local rivals Claygate and Sutton (in the process already getting
close to our total goal tally for the whole of last season) we may
even hope to put up more of a challenge for promotion come
April.

In July, the Boys' Choir returned from their rewarding tour to
Milan. The tour included singing mass Milan Cathedral, and
performing concerts in two very different venues: a candlelit
garden on the shores of Lake Maggiore and at the ornate,
baroque church of Santa Maria presson San Celso. Britten's
Hymn to St. Cecilia, Howells Te Deum Collegium Regale and
Parsons Ave Maria formed three beautifully contrasting parts
of an all English programme. Excellent weather and ice cream
were present throughout the trip.

C. Walker

Post tour, 50 of Tiffin's trebles spent a week at school in
preparation for their performance at this year's BBC Proms. The
choir performed Mahler's 3rd Symphony alongside the London
Symphony Chorus and Orchestra with Bernard Haitink. The
performance had special significance, as Haitink (aged 87),
respected for his interpretation of Mahler's Symphonies, was
returning to the proms on the 50th anniversary of his first Proms
performance. The conductor helped the boys to relish their
moment in front of a full house drawn by this significant
performance which was broadcast to hundreds of thousands,
the distinctive Tiffin blazers standing out on television.
OTFC Vets XI Team Photo
http://www.otfc.org.uk/vets-xi-team/

Request:
The Old Tiffinain Rugby photo, above, was included in the last
edition of Tiffnews. If you are able to date the photo and name
the participants, please could you email the information to
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

The trebles were in action once again in September at the Royal
Festival Hall performing Stravinsky’s Perséphone with the
London Philharmonia Orchestra and Philharmonia Voices. The
concert was conducted by Esa-Pekka Salonen and was
broadcast on BBC Radio Three.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT EVENTS
20 November 2016 7:00 pm

Oratorio Concert
Sports Hall

School Music

24 November 2016 5:30 pm

Choral Evensong
St. Luke's Church Kingston

Old Tiffin Oratorio 2016

13 December 2016 7:30 pm

BT Christmas Concert
Royal Albert Hall

14 December 2016

7:00 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols
All Saints' Church Kingston

15 December 2016

7:00 pm

Christmas Jazz Evening
Main Hall

James Day, Director of Choral Music at Tiffin, will conduct the
200-strong forces of the Tiffin Oratorio Choir and Tiffin Boys’
Choir, together with the Brandenburg Symphony Orchestra, in
Mendelssohn’s Elijah. The choir is joined by a professional line
up of soloists including James Oldfield (Bass/Elijah), Freddie De
Tommaso (Tenor), Amy Lyddon (Alto) and Rebecca Hardwick
(Soprano). The performance takes place on Sunday 20
November at 7.00pm in the Sports Hall at Tiffin School. Follow
Tiffin Oratorio on https://www.facebook.com/TiffinOratorio

Contact the Tiffin Music Department for tickets and details of
events on Tiffin School ext. 255

School Sport
Tiffin School Cricket 2016
Two brilliant sides dominated the school cricket season, a
season that produced so much exceptional cricket. The under
15 XI won the Surrey U15 Cup after comfortably out-playing
Trinity, to whom they had lost in the 20-20 Cup, in the semifinal.
Five of the members of this talented team represented the 1st
XI at the end of the season when examinations deprived the
regular 1st XI of most of its Upper 6th players.
Two tournaments were won in July, the Kingston Festival and
the Cheam Festival. In both, Tiffin’s batsmen and spin bowlers
dominated every match in which they played.
The summer holidays saw the Tercels in action at Sunbury and
at Worcester Park. It is marvellous to see so many past 1st XI
players and staff now playing regularly for the side.
Martin Williams, Head of Tiffin Cricket

Tiffin School Cross country 2015-16
Senior Cross Country Report by Year 13s
At the start of the season, those of us in the upper sixth knew
that it would be a challenge to continue the success we’d
enjoyed during our first two seasons running for the seniors.
And so, missing the strength and depth of the class of ’14, it was
encouraging to see the team bolstered by new the additions.
The prospects for the season ahead appeared to be even
brighter as Mr Shaw, Mr Russell, Mr Reekes and Mr Mackula
ever so kindly pushed the seniors in training. But alas, the brittle
shins of our captain gave way as the winter term took its toll,
although he continued to turn up to every training session and
race in some pain - if he’s not the embodiment of a dedicated
captain, who is? Nevertheless, the team performed superbly at
the King’s Trophy. As the first big and the best race of the
season, which also features a delightful dip in a little brook, it
most definitely set the tone for what would be a successful
season.
The following week in training, however, the team (well, those
who turned up) weren’t afforded the opportunity to rest as
Charterhouse with its dreaded and infamous ‘hill’ providing a
test of mental and physical strength and endurance. The
incredible performances continued on home turf after Mr Shaw
very wisely brought forward the date of the Judge Cup to a
warmer date, with a couple of our runners holding their own
and, indeed, outdoing runners from the formidable St. Albans
and Judd several years older.
The team’s efforts in training really began to show following
half-term as the Seniors retained the School’s Borough title, the
day after which their untiring legs carried them swiftly round
the Haskell Cup clocking some seriously impressive times. And,
just a week later, the team performed just as well at St. Albans.
The schedule didn’t get any lighter after the Christmas break
with the grim Knowle Run welcoming us into 2016, as the team

survived the hilly (verging on mountainous) six-mile course to
come within the top 25 nationally. Following our excursion to
Sevenoaks came the rather more enjoyable Goater Cup, where
3 boys ran three of the top ten times for year 7s, helping both
the Tiffin A and B teams to shave off three minutes from their
times the previous year, which is particularly impressive given
the calibre of the competition.
With no more Wednesday races, the seniors began to grow
nostalgic as the season drew to nearer to its end at the
Ranelagh Cup. Once again, the strength and depth of the
juniors was on display as they competed against runners twice
their size, resulting in the team coming 3rd and running faster,
in arguably tougher conditions, than the previous year. The
climax of the season came with the Oxted Relays as the seniors
came out in full force to represent the School and to run
through the famed ‘Corridor of Acceleration’ for one final time.
Unfortunately the seniors were unable to match the victory of
the juniors, finishing in 2nd to place 2nd overall in the Surrey
Relay League, to complement our 2nd place in the Surrey
League, both of which are no mean achievements especially
since the team was plagued by injuries all season - not even the
machine that is Mr Reekes could escape.
Best of luck for the future, and we can’t wait to hear of the great
success the team is sure to have when the current crop of inters
and juniors take over the reins.

De Mortuis
Elena Doria
Elena Doria, Director of Metropolitan Opera’s
Children’s Chorus, who used to come over to
London from New York to coach some of the
boys in the Tiffin Choir, has passed away at
the age of 90.

Professor John Love (1961)
It is with great sadness
that we notify you of
John Love’s passing on
19 June 2016 at the
age of 73.
John left Tiffin School
to study mathematics
at Cambridge, but also
went on to obtain a
post-graduate degree
from Oxford University. He moved to Australia in 1973 and
spent many years as a professor at the Australian National
University in Canberra where he taught engineering,
particularly in relation to fibre optics. He was a Life Member of
the Australian Optical Society and winner of the prestigious
Beattie Steel medal and made a major impact in the field. He is
widely known for the definitive textbook, Optical Waveguide
Theory, with 5500 citations and translated into Russian and

Chinese. He was an enthusiastic champion of many important
research and educational initiatives in Australia, including being
a stalwart of the ACOFT conference, the world’s second longest
running photonics conference.
He gave a great lecture to Tiffin boys and girls in 2012 where his
specialisation in fibre optics fitted perfectly with the Lower
Sixth Form's syllabus.

Bryn Prisk (1940)
Bryn was born in Kingston upon
Thames in December 1923. The only
child of Laura and Frederick, he
reached the ripe old age of 92
although he spent the last 9 years of
his life in Bourne House, Nursing
Home suffering from Alzheimers
Disease. He passed away on 14
September 2016.
Bryn went to Bonner Hill Primary School before passing his 11
plus and going to Tiffin School and was an intelligent man who
enjoyed doing his Telegraph Crossword and the occasional quiz.
He went off to war at the age of 18 and joined the Tank
Regiment. Although he didn’t really talk about his experiences
or life during the war, he did say that he was at the Battle of Hill
112, celebrating his 21st birthday under a cart during the Battle
of the Bulge, and witnessed man’s ultimate inhumanity to man
in the liberation of Belsen. On his return to civvy street, his main
career was with the Central Electricity Generating Board in the
Kingston branch, moving to head office in St Paul’s, where he
remained until he retired.
Bryn and Audrey met in 1952 and married on 2 April 1955. They
were married for more than 61 years and had three children,
four grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.
Bryn enjoyed a game of rugby union and played until he was
57years old for Old Tiffinians. He clearly made an impression,
as one of his old team mates said he could still remember the
smell of his kit bag. He also liked to watch his beloved Wales
play. He was a Mason for over 50 years and was a past master
of Tiffinian, Malden and Twickenham lodges. Bryn was a
sociable man who enjoyed a drink or two. He was a member of
many Clubs in Kingston and Surbiton and a founder member of
Kingston Conservative Club.

K. Clive Ramsey (1952)
Clive Ramsey passed
away at the age of 82 on
24 July 2016, after a
courageous battle with
cancer. Born in Mitcham
to Frank and Gladys
Ramsey, Clive was the
oldest of three children
and is survived by his
younger brother, Brian.
Clive’s younger sister
Valerie passed away in 2014. After Tiffin, Clive studied

Mechanical Engineering at the University of London, graduating
in 1957. After graduating, Clive took a job with Canadian
Westinghouse and moved to Ontario, Canada.
In 1965 Clive met Ingrid Margrethe Friman while both were
visiting Rome, Italy. They married a year later and settled in
St.Catharines, Canada before moving to Pottersville, New
Jersey in 1970. In 1978 Clive and Ingrid moved to Bernardsville,
New Jersey where they raised their family and lived for the past
38 years.
Clive was a successful businessman who became President of
US Metal Powders (USMP) in 1976 and subsequently acquired
the company. Today USMP is a thriving multinational company
with over 80 employees and many large global customers. Clive
remained very active running USMP until recently. He will
always be remembered as an icon in the metallurgical industry
with a strong work ethic, a quest for perfection and relentless
optimism.
Clive and Ingrid were together for 50 years until Ingrid passed
away last October. Clive is survived by his brother Brian Ramsey
(1957) and by his children, Louise, Patrick and Peter, who all live
in New Jersey with their families.
We regret also to announce the death of John Phillips (1955)
who passed away on 20 September 2016

Content for the next edition of Tiffnews to
tiffnews.editor@gmail.com by
23 November 2016 please

