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From the Head's Study
It has been great to be back at school!
The Government has relaxed some of
the control measures in place
regarding Covid, and consequently
the school does feel slightly more
normal than last year. This normality
in particular has meant that we can
once again have sporting fixtures, sing
in the choir and allow the orchestra to
perform together. These types of activities have been sorely
missed and are such a crucial part of the Tiffin education and a
vital part of fulfilling our vision and aims.
The School is larger than it has ever been with approximately
1,400 students, including 500 in the sixth form. This is now our
third year of operating a mixed sixth form, and this has
undoubtedly been an extremely positive development for the
School. The popularity and success of the School is shown by
the huge number of applications at both Year 7 and Year 12. I
am also delighted that the strengths of the school were
recognised by the Good Schools Guide who visited us in July and
wrote a report that you can read here. The report concludes
that for the right boy or girl, Tiffin is ‘a magnificent school’. I am
sure that many of you when reflecting upon your school days
will agree wholeheartedly with this conclusion, and no doubt
will be satisfied the School continues to go from strength to
strength.
As you will have seen in the news, exams were very different
this year. The Government’s cancellation of public exams
created a huge workload for schools as well as significant stress
and uncertainty for students. It was particularly disappointing
that the exams were cancelled when we knew that the cohort
about to take A-levels was not only our first mixed cohort, but
our strongest ever cohort academically, based upon their GCSE
performance. We were expecting them to achieve very highly,
and this was also reflected in the fact that we received more
offers for Oxford and Cambridge then we had ever received in
the past. Consequently, we were delighted that they did indeed
achieve the best results ever for the School, with 90% of grades
at A*/A, allowing the vast majority to go onto their first choice
of university including approximately 80% to Russell Group
universities. The GCSE cohort were also exceptionally able and
were the first cohort to be admitted under the new admissions
system of testing English and Maths, rather than verbal and

non-verbal reasoning. They also achieved outstanding results
with approximately 90% of grades being at the top grades of 79. Many congratulations indeed to all students who took GCSEs
and A-levels this summer in what were undoubtedly very
stressful circumstances. We wish them all the best for whatever
their next pathway will be.
The School continues to invest and adapt as we go forward. Not
only is our new sports centre extension fully operating, but
much work has been done by our premises team over the
summer. In particular following our decision to cease operating
the school shop, the premises team converted the former shop,
on the ground floor of the Elmfield building, into fine new
classrooms. At the same time we successfully bid for money
from the Wolfson Foundation which meant we were able to
completely overhaul a couple of the older labs. We also
completed at the start of the summer term the renovation of
our cricket nets at school. This was just in time to be able to
restart sports fixtures, and fortunately we were able to have a
significant number of competitive matches against other
schools.
It was great to see so many alumni at the Dave Morris Memorial
Day two weeks ago. Dave was rightly regarded as a legend who
devoted so much of his life to Tiffin and to sport, and especially
rugby. Hundreds of ex-students owe a significant debt of
gratitude to Dave and it was fantastic to remember him so
fondly with his family, friends and former students and staff, on
what was a special occasion.
We continue to make good progress in planning for the future
of Grists and hope soon to have more concrete and exciting
news for the Tiffin community as we go forward.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher
To read the Head’s last newsletter, please click here

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter
Welcome to another edition of
Tiffnews - and a particular welcome to
our first-ever cohort of alumnae (that's
female alumni for those of you who
dropped Latin after Year 9...). I know
the School is extremely pleased with
how the shift to mixed education at
sixth form level has turned out, and I
have no doubt that the Tiffinian Association will benefit
similarly - starting with OTFC, who were super-quick off the
draw in setting up a new dedicated OTFC Ladies Team before
the class of 2021 even finished at the school.
We may not yet be back to normality, but I am pleased to report
the gradual resumption of at least some Old Tiffinian activities.
In particular, the rugby and football clubs are back to normal
competition, and the rejuvenated Cricket Club enjoyed

spending the summer season worrying about the weather more
than Covid-19. We decided not to try to organise our traditional
annual dinner this year, but we do expect at least some social
events to resume over the coming months. On which note, I
want to welcome Zahra Mahamdallie to the OT Community.
Zahra has been working at the school for a while, but has
recently taken on the new role of events coordinator, working
with Alex Swift who many of you will have met over the years.
I know many of you had a fantastic day at Grist's on 25
September commemorating the life of Dave Morris with a day
of sport (and a beer or two). Dave was a great character, a
much-loved member of teaching staff, and a steadfast
supporter of all things sport at Tiffin. It was entirely fitting to
mark his passing by spending an afternoon on the pitch.
I'm sure you will want to join me in congratulating Tom Barras
(2012) on winning an Olympic silver medal as part of the GB
quadruple scull at Tokyo 2020. Tiffin rowers of my generation
have a particular affinity for that particular boat class/medal
colour combo, albeit from significantly less illustrious
competitions. Well done Tom!
Before I finish, I want to remind everyone that the various OT
clubs are always on the lookout for new members, and the
Tiffinian Association is always interested in helping spread the
word if you would like to set up your own alumni group. That’s
especially true for our new alumnae - apart from the football
club, we’re starting from scratch with you! You can see details
of
all
of
our
existing
clubs
and
societies
here: http://tiffinfriends.org/page/clubs_and_societies
James Strong (2003), Chairman of the Tiffinian Association

Tiffin School 2021 A level Results
We were delighted that over 90% of the A level grades were at
A* or A. This year 22 students will be going on to Oxbridge
colleges. It is particularly pleasing to achieve such great results
with the first cohort since going mixed in the Sixth Form. We
know that it’s been a difficult two years for all students.
Congratulations to all of them in getting through.
To view the 2021 university/employer destinations, click here.
To view the 2021 university courses, click here.

Tiffin School said ‘au revoir’ to the following
staff at the end of the summer term:

Tiffinian Association Limited
Notice of 2021 Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the
Tiffinian Association Limited which will be held at Grists at
20:00 on Monday 29 November 2021 to transact the
following business:
1) Welcome to Members
2) Apologies for Absence
3) Chairman's Report
4) Update on proposed merger of TAL with the Tiffin School
Foundation
5) Financial Report
6) Appointment of Auditors
7) Elections to the Board of Directors
...ooo0ooo...
In accordance with the articles of association, the following
Directors retire by rotation and offer themselves for reelection:
Stuart Lester, Mark Darby
...ooo0ooo...
At the conclusion of the formal meeting, the Chairman will
open the meeting to the members present for a general
discussion on the affairs of the Association.
...ooo0ooo...
The current Board of Trustees is as follows:
Toby Brown - Secretary
Mark Darby - Treasurer
Sam Dowsett
Stuart Lester
Oliver Mackie
Greg Nutt
Peter Osborne
Phil Phillips
James Strong – Chairman
TAL Manager: Alex Swift

Linda Cox, School Shop Manager
Ricky Fletcher, Physics & Maths Teacher
Laura Forrester, English Teacher (retiring)
Alice Nava, Head of Art
Ian Sedgley, Premises Manager/Consultant (retiring)

To attend, please email your name to:
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or ring the TAL Office on
020 8546 4638 ext 282.
The meeting’s papers will be sent to you before the meeting.

The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race 2021
& 1970/71 Rowers Reunion

Events
Tiffin Alumni Dinner 2021 - *CANCELLED DUE TO COVID*
Tiffin Oratorio Concert 2021 - 7pm on 21st Nov 2021 in the
Tiffin Sports Hall. See the School Music section.
Tiffin School Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
- 7pm on 15th Dec 2021. See the School Music section.

Old Tiffinian Social Lunches
The race between Hampton Court Bridge and Kingston Bridge
took place in September, with spectators following the race in
a beautiful wooden, former police-boat. The winning crew (first
across line) was Peter Lawson, Ashley Tilling (Str.), Lesley Tilling
(cox). The time handicap winning crew (second across line) was
Andrew Powell, John Roberts (Str.), Caroline Ayles (cox).
Thanks go to David Gattey (1971) for organising the event.

Old Tiffinian Social Lunches recommenced on 14th October at
the usual venue, the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Rd.,
Tolworth, Surrey. The Winter Lunch will take place on Thursday
9th December. We will meet at 12.30pm, with lunch at 1pm and
departure about 3pm. All are welcome. If you wish to attend,
please let Greer Kirkwood know on 01483-850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

Over the weekend David Tuffin (1970) organised a reunion for
the 1970 TSBC eight (semi-finalists in the Princess Elizabeth
Challenge Cup at Henley) and the 1971 TSBC four (who beat two
Cambridge colleges to reach the 2nd day at Henley in the
Visitors’ Challenge Cup). The picture below shows (left to right)
David Tuffin, Ian McCarthy, John Roberts, Andrew Powell, David
Gattey, Keith Milchem (wearing his original 1970 TSBC 1st VIII
racing vest!), Fred Kingdom, and Clive Chandler.

100 Club

Team members were scattered worldwide but came together
for the day and dinner at the Skiff and Punting Club.

Since the last Old Tiffinian Social Lunch in Dec’19 there has been
no activity in taking regular draws for winners. For this I must
apologise but thank the members in continuing to support the
club. At a recent rugby game at Old Emanuel, with several
stalwarts present, it was decided it would be a good moment
to rectify the situation and hence the following list is the result.

Jan’20
Feb’20
Mar’20
Apr’20
May’20
Jun’20
Jun’20
Jul’20
Aug’20
Sep’20
Oct’20
Nov’20
Dec’20
Dec’20
Jan’21
Feb’21
Mar’21
Apr’21
May’21
Jun’21
Jun’21
Jul’21
Aug’21

£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£1000
£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£1000
£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£50
£1000
£50
£50

James Rudofsky
Chris Ball
Peter Osborne
Dennis Clarke
Bob Neville
Roy Rathbone
Sid Millar
Brian Crisp
Bev Woodger
Tim Whittaker
Bruno Plaskow
John Moore-Gillon
Trevor Brain
Peter Osborne
Allison Power
Desmond Bransgrove
Nigel Pimm
Jack Foster
Gordon Mylchreest
David Booth
Chris Shires
Peter Cozens
Andy Langford

Previous win
‘19
‘15

‘14
‘18
‘18
‘16
‘17
‘11
‘88
‘14

‘18
‘10
‘19
‘19
’18

Congratulations to the winners and thanking again all
members for their support.
Greer Kirkwood
Photos above are courtesy of Andrew Powell (1971)

100 Club Membership
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the
Association’s income so please consider becoming a
member. The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by
standing order. The prizes are £50 each month, plus halfyearly major prizes of £1,000.
The entrance form can be obtained by clicking here and
further information may be obtained from Greer Kirkwood
at 28 Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483
850705 or
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

People
Tom Barras [2012]
A massive congratulations to Tom
Barras who secured an Olympic
silver medal at the Tokyo Olympics
in the quadruple sculls - Great
Britain's first ever Olympic medal
in the class. The team held their
nerve during a frantic finish to take
second place behind gold
medalists, the Netherlands.

Mark Delstanche [1992]
Superyacht Captain, Mark Delstanche
has made history by being the first
person to row solo from New York to
London www.northatlanticsolo.com
Mark set off from the Statue of
Liberty on 14th June, heading out into
the North Atlantic and finally reached
his destination on 19th September,
passing under Tower Bridge 3 months
later to raise money for Global's Make Some Noise and
the Plastic Ocean Project. Mark said that while waiting in New
York, he was surprised to bump into another Tiffin rower, James
Bigglestone (1996).
Mark spent 12-14 hours per day in the rowing seat, taking
around 15,000 strokes per day which amounted to in excess of
a staggering 2,000,000 strokes to reach his destination! His 7m
(23 ft) boat initially carried about 200kg of food.
48 people have tried to cross the North Atlantic solo, but only
16 have succeeded. Nobody has achieved a solo crossing from
New York to the UK mainland, let alone continuing to London
until now. Mark should feel incredibly proud!
Mark always feels there’s more to achieve and, although he
doesn’t intend spending so long away from his wife, Helene and

children next time, he’d like to sail through the Northwest
Passage (the Arctic Ocean route between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans), climb Denali (the highest peak in North
America) and get to the South Pole. Clearly this incredible
rowing challenge will not be his last epic journey!

Hayden Hyde [2019]
Many thanks to current Harlequins
player and former Tiffin student,
Hayden Hyde for coming in and
sharing some words of wisdom with
our Y11 rugby squads. A fantastic
opportunity for them to learn from
someone who has progressed from
schoolboy to professional rugby
player. We wish Hayden all the best
with his upcoming season on loan to
London Scottish Rugby Club.

Wafiq Islam [2013]
Wafiq ran the London Marathon on 3rd
October, raising money for The
Children’s Trust. This was Wafiq’s
second marathon, and ran the virtual
marathon (i.e. making his own 26.2 mile
route around Kingston) in 2020. To
donate to his fundraising page click here

Jonny Lee Miller [1991]
Jonny Lee Miller, has been cast as
former Prime Minister, Sir John
Major (1990-1997) in the fifth
series of Netflix’s drama, The
Crown. Jonny, who rose to fame
as heroin addict, Sick Boy, in the
1996 film, Trainspotting, went on
to star in TV shows such as
Elementary and Emma & Dexter.

Max Traeger [2016]
Max, who studied History and
Politics of the Americas, was part of
UCL’s team in a July episode of
University Challenge. The teams
were neck and neck with their
opposition, St Hilda’s, Oxford all the
way through the episode, but
ultimately St Hilda’s won by a very small margin – 140 points to
135.

View looking towards
London Road Entrance

We’ve all been doing more shopping online recently. The
easyfundraising platform enables you to raise donations for
the Tiffinian Association when you shop online, but costs
your nothing. Just start your online shopping first at
easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers will then
make a small donation to say ‘thank you’. Over 6,055
retailers support the scheme, so there's no need to change
where you shop and it’s genuinely easy to use while
shopping online.
The “Donation Reminder” feature can be useful - it pops up
to ask you if you'd like to donate at each participating site.
Just click ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
Please take the opportunity to sign up now using this link:
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/tiffinfriends
The more money we raise, the more donations we can give
to the School.

The 1962 photo shows the
view from the west-end of the
main building looking down
towards the London Road Gate
with, on the left, the old
Woodwork
Room
which
became Bert Seabourn’s Art
Room and, on the right out of
view, would be the east face of
the Elmfield building
The view towards the London Road is now very different, as the
Walden Hall (the music and drama centre) was constructed in
1991 along with the Design & Technology classrooms. The left
hand photo below is taken from the east-end of the main
building; the right hand photo shows the view looking towards
the London Road with the technology classrooms on the left
and the Elmfield building on the right.

Photos from 1962
These were sent in by Chris Starr (1962) and show how Tiffin
School has altered:

The School Playing Field
In the original photo you can
see the cricket pitch, the
Norbiton Hall flats and the
war-time factory, which
became the gymnasium.

In the modern
day photo you
can still see
the Norbiton
Hall flats and
also see the
current sports
hall,
which
dates
from
1996.

1st XV 1968-9

Thank you to those who helped identify the names in this
photo, sent by George Elliot (1969). We now have a complete
list. The team was made up of:
Back Row: Nick Plant, Sam Hinton, Martin Belcher, Tom
Matthews, Fin John, Dave Pollard, Geoff Webb, Mick Coates,
Chris Pink, Rob Bishop, Peter Goodwin
Front Row: Alan Wright, Dave Standfast, Neil Bennett, Tony
Travers, Andy John, Dave Moss-Bowpitt, George Elliott

Tiffin School Music
The start of the Autumn Term in the Music Department brings
us a day that stays with us for weeks, if not months: “Consider
Yourself” day, where every Year 7 sings the Oliver! tune to Mr
Day and his form while Mr O’Malley plays the oompah
accompaniment on a loop, and the rest of us reflect on the
quality of soundproofing in the department. “Welcome to
Tiffin. Here’s an earworm to take home with you.” Actually, it’s
always a delight to meet the new intake, and hear the not-sodistant strains of boys who may become “part of the family” of
the Music Department over the next few years.
As we always are, we were very sad to say goodbye to the
departing Upper Sixth musicians. Even by Tiffin standards, this
cohort was really strong, both chorally and instrumentally, and
demonstrated their skill and commitment through a fantastic
array of performances throughout their time in the school. Four
have gone on to study Music: two at Cambridge, one at Oxford
and another at Manchester University. In their final term the
Sixth Form performed two Sixth Form only concerts: the
Leavers’ Concert, which was organised by the leavers
themselves and included some really outstanding solo and
ensemble performances, and a concert of verse anthems in
which a small group of Upper Sixth singers performed some
very difficult music, including Byrd’s Laudibus in sanctis and
Gibbons’ Record of John. This was, of course, the first-year
group to include girls in the Sixth Form, and they have set the
standard extremely high for those who come after, throwing
themselves into all aspects of music in the school and producing
some really excellent performances.

2021 Tiffin-in-the-Garden
Tiffin-in-the-Garden at the end of the Summer Term was almost
its old self, complete with live audience and a larger number of
performers than last year, though for safety reasons sadly
missing the enormous quantities of food usually provided by
the Year 7 Parents Committee - next year! As well as a number
of the regular school ensembles, we had a special performance
from a massed Year 7 Chorus singing a medley of songs from
Wicked and Oliver!, accompanied by the School Orchestra. The
three top competitors in Battle of the Bands performed their

winning tracks at Tiffin-in-the-Garden, including one original
composition by a Year 11 student. The Battle of the Bands is a
fiercely-fought annual competition for which all Year 9 students
prepare during their music lessons across the term. The bands
come in all different shapes and sizes, and students from across
the school can enter solo or group performances. Lots of groups
perform music they have written themselves, with others
covering an eclectic range of songs. Some of the bands
performing started out as virtual groups during last year’s
lockdown, and it was lovely to see them playing together in
person. Earlier in the term the Friends of Tiffin Music organised
a Composition and Sound Design workshop run by Alice Boyd
to encourage students to experiment with electronic
composition, which allows people to make music without
needing to own or play an instrument.
Sadly, several music events in the last week of term had to be
cancelled due to a rise in Covid case numbers across the school.
This included the Founders’ Day services, the Choir Concert and
the annual choir tour, which this year was to include visits to
some of the great cathedrals in the North of England. The
Chamber Choir did manage to get away for an overnight trip to
Worcester, right at the end of July, to perform Haydn’s The
Creation in the Three Choirs Festival as part of a massed youth
chorus alongside Gabrieli’s professional singers and players.
Ten of the Boys’ Choir Trebles also got to perform in a (slightly
altered) version of La Boheme at the Royal Opera House in June
and July. Convinced that the Opera House was going to be shut
down any moment, and working with new sets of instructions
and regulations every five minutes, we somehow managed to
get two busloads of children to all nine performances. The
staging was pared right down, with only a handful of adult
chorus members and ten boys on the stage in the usually
packed Act Two. The sound was supplemented by the
remaining Opera House Chorus singing from the room behind
the stage, along with ten girls from Tiffin Children’s Chorus.
Three boys took it in turns to sing the “Vo’la tromba, il cavallin!”
solo across the nine performances, with some competition as
to who could stamp the loudest.
With performance opportunities limited over the Summer
Term, the choirs took to singing Evensong weekly at St Luke’s
Church, which has worked extremely well and enabled the
singers to get through a lot of the standard choral repertoire.
We are continuing this practice this term, and you can hear one
of the Boys’ Choir, Chamber Choir or Cambiata at 5.30pm on
any Thursday this term at St Luke’s Church, Gibbon Road. On
Thursday 2nd December the Boys’ Choir will be singing Part 1
of Handel’s Messiah in place of the usual service.

We have welcomed back
the Oratorio Choir for
the first time since 2019,
in preparation for a
performance of Faure’s
Requiem at the annual
Oratorio Concert on 21st
November 2001 at the
School. Tickets available
here. We’re delighted to
welcome a number of
new parents to the choir,
many of whom will be
performing
alongside
their children. We have,
unfortunately, had to introduce a cap on numbers for the
Oratorio Choir this year, but we hope to return to full size next
autumn.
We have a number of other performances coming up this term.
The annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will take place at
All Saint’s Church, Kingston at 7pm on 15th December 2021.
Attendance is by ticket only. To request tickets please email
events@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk listing the names of those who
wish to attend.
This year we also hope to hold the usual Ensembles Concert,
Christmas Jazz Evening and Year 7 Inter-form Choir
Competition. We hope to visit Winchester with the Chamber
Choir in early January to sing services in Winchester Cathedral
before the start of term.
Information about all our events can be found on the Music
Department website
If you would like to attend any of our events or have any
questions, please email Fleur Smith, Tiffin Music
Administrator, at fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
16/11/21, 7pm

Autumn Ensembles Concert,
Main Hall

21/11/21, 7pm

Oratorio Concert
Sports Hall

30/11/21, 6pm

Open Concert
Walden Hall

14/12/21, 7pm

Thames Youth Jazz Orchestra Christmas
Jazz Evening
Main Hall

15/12/21, 7pm

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Kingston Parish Church

Tiffin School Dance
Here is an amazing Tiffin Dance Company video, performed in
various locations at the School, entitled ‘Man In The Mirror’. It
was choreographed by Tiffin Dance teacher, Karolina Brittain
and edited by Tiffin Maths teacher, Rathulan Gnanendran
(2003) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFKK6YZp0vY

Tiffin School Rugby
After the longest pre-season in history due to the global
pandemic the appetite and enthusiasm for playing rugby has
never been stronger! The return of our annual block fixtures
has seen Tiffin take on Reigate Grammar, Wallington County
Grammar and Emanuel School in our opening three fixtures.
Participation levels have been at a record high with 16 matches
being played in the block fixture against Emanuel School from
the 1st XV all the way to U12E. With such high levels of
participation we have seen significant progression in both
individual skills and as a team collectively, and for this we would
like to congratulate every member of each year group for their
continued hard work in training and in games.
The first team started off the season against a strong Reigate
Grammar School in front of some great support down at Grists.
Unfortunately, Reigate narrowly took the win 17-10 after a
much improved second half from the Tiffs. Next up the 1st XV
faced Wallington County Grammar School and were unable to
kickstart their season losing out 40-12. However, in their next
fixture against Richard Challoner School the 1st XV kicked into
life and started playing the rugby which they are capable of,
coming out on top 32-10.

After a slow first half the 1st XV went into half -time drawing
12-12. However, after a stirring team talk from Mr Blackburn
the team attacked the second half from the first minute, and
after a hat trick of tries from No.8 S. Jones, the win was secured.
The 1st XV carried this momentum into their next game against
Emanuel School in the Daily Mail Trophy (a league competition
for the top 120 schools in the country). A great team
performance was topped off by a moment of individual skill
from A. Cormack who picked the ball off his own shoe laces and
ran from within his own half to score the decisive try, and
secure his own hat-trick. Tiffin held out for a much deserved 2620 victory.

Tiffin School Art
The Tiffin A level artwork was, yet again, excellent…

School Running Club
The Running Club ran the Kings trophy on 6th Oct. The ladies’
team placed 6th in the South East, while the men’s team placed
10th. Two brilliant results!

On 9th Oct the Club ran at Charterhouse School. A talented year
7 team placed 4th in the Pan London Competition against many
other schools, including two of the top 5 schools in the country.
This was an even more remarkable result as the other schools
fielded year 9 runners against them. The senior team ran well
to place 6th.
The most remarkable result was an individual success. The
seniors ran two laps including a monster hill. The juniors had
the pleasure of doing only one lap. When the top 10 seniors
appeared for the first lap there was one Tiffin athlete amongst
them - a year 7 athlete had matched runners for pace, who
were up to over 6 years older than him. The last part of the
finishing lap of the 500m field was covered in splendid isolation.
No other year 9 or younger athlete was in sight of the year 7
winner, Thomas. To win at Charterhouse is not unprecedented,
but to do so against athletes who were at least two years older
was nothing short of remarkable especially given the quality of
opposition.

Does anything in this painting look familiar?

Tiffinian Sport
Old Tiffinians Football Club
In
case
you
missed
the
announcement,
another
classic
edition of the OTFC AGM was held in
July, welcoming in three new captains
and a new club secretary, followed by
an exceptional end of season awards
dinner with over 50 socially-distanced
attendees and a whopping 31 trophies given out. The annual 6a-side tournament was also a summer highlight at Grists sunshine, showers and beers-a-plenty before both the
Wimbledon Ladies Singles final and the Lions Rugby in the
pavilion afterwards. Thankfully, a Tiffs team prevailed for the
overall win that day. Sadly, for all of Old Tiffs Football at Grists,
it was OTRFC that produced the winning side. There were
inevitable retrospective questions about the 'starting XV' squad
size, but a comprehensive performance all round from the
rugby lads and some woeful underestimating of them from
some of the OTFC representatives. Just wait until we take the
OTRFC 7s crown back next year...
As predicted, OTFC then came back from the summer break to
pre-season fit and raring to go for the new season - if, of course,
by 'fit and raring' you mean 'not that fit, ready to collapse in a
sweaty mess after 10mins of fitness training'. Wednesday night
training at the Sports Centre never stopped, but has definitely
picked up the pace with the Women's XI training 6-7pm, then
the Men's & Vets XIs from 7-9pm, and some good performances
in pre-season friendlies.

After a sterling pre-season with multiple intraclub friendlies
(and Chairman Greg Nutt's 40th birthday testimonial, which no
one can quite remember the score from), the club's first
matches against non-Tiffs opposition showed some positive
signs, with a lot of goals being scored (the 1st XI narrowly losing
out 4-3 vs Shene, and the 4th XI involved in a thrilling 4-4 draw
vs Guildfordians ), the Vets now having two squads playing in
the WLVFL, and a massive win for the OTFC Women's team,

beating West Woking Women 12-0 in their first competitive
game - a huge milestone in our 120 year history as a club, and
very grateful to them for showing the Men's and Vets' teams
how it should be done. To see their first ever match report
please follow this link: https://otfc.org.uk/otwfc-is-vs-westwoking-womens-fc-saturday-18-september-2021/
Onwards and upwards - as ever please get in touch if you would
like to play for the club or know someone who would at
oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or sign up to our mailing list at
otfc.org.uk.
Tom Nichols (2011), Club Secretary

Tennis and Padel Tennis at Grists

Thank you to those who took the time to complete the
questionnaire in the last edition of Tiffnews regarding the use
of the three tennis courts at Grists, if refurbished. We had
nearly 50 responses from members of the Tiffin
Community. These will be helpful when deciding the future of
the courts. If you have an interest in playing tennis or padel
tennis at Grists and haven’t yet completed the survey, there is
still time to complete it by clicking here.

score 19 unanswered points and level the game. By now the
crowd was back in full force and only a lengthy injury stoppage
helped the OTs regain their composure. After withstanding
plenty of pressure the side finally made it back into Chobham
territory with Taylor making an individual dart for the line to
dot down. Dougramaji converted to finish with a 13-point haul
(five conversions and a penalty) and Tiffs survived a late scare
to pull off a courageous opening day victory amid stunned
silence at Chobham. It was a fantastic weekend for the whole
club with the 2s also winning their first league match 45-22 over
Warlingham.
Dave Morris’s Memorial Day, organised by Kaps
Balasubramaniam (2004), took place in September at Grists.
There were lots of people, all in good spirits, which is what Dave
would have wanted. The crowd included alumni, such as Old
Tiffinians Rob Henderson [British & Irish Lions] and Jeff
Alexander [Harlequins], former staff such as Anthony Dempsey
and Colin Prince and current staff. A match took place between
the Tiffin 1st XV and Reeds Weybridge, final score 16-21. Dave’s
wife, Jeanette, thanked everyone for attending and his niece,
Millie, played the guitar and sang some of Dave’s favourite
songs.

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club
The Old Tiffinian RFC have made a strong start to the 2021/22
season, eager to hit the ground running after 18 months out of
competitive action amid the pandemic. The wider squad
enjoyed healthy friendly victories over Folkestone RFC and Old
Emmanuel before preparations started in earnest for the first
two league games of the campaign.
The 1st XV, promoted from London South West 3 in 2019/20,
had their very first game at level 7 in London South West 2 away
at Chobham. With a number of debutants and sporting a snazzy
new kit, the boys took to the field with a healthy home support
vocal in their opposition. However, something captain Tom
Carvill or coach Andy Blackburn (2004 and Director of Sport)
said beforehand must have worked as the side flew into a 21-0
lead. Scrum-half Ali Halse (2011) bagged two well-worked tries
as some free-flowing backs' moves paid off for the league’s
newcomers on a sunny day in West Surrey. Sharif Dougramaji
(2015) was in imperious form off the tee and Tiffs soon
stretched out into a 31-12 lead thanks to tries from fly-half
George Taylor (2012) and winger Bradley Pearson.
But Chobham hit back and took advantage from some fading
Tiffs defence, perhaps worn out from the blistering defence, to

Tiffin Golf Society
We seem to have reached a natural pause in
events for this year. Just the Kingston Grammar
School (KGS) meeting at Betchworth is to come. I
will arrange a winter meeting before it gets too
cold. Perhaps Tyrrell’s Wood, perhaps Puttenham. There is the
David Baron Winter Cup that needs to find new ownership.
Date and details to follow.
The KGS Texas scramble was great fun but suffice to say that
the TGS team failed to make any impact on the results. King’s
College School Old Boys beat us at Royal Wimbledon in August,
with John Forster and Geoff Howes recording the only victory
of the day. At Effingham, Phil Atkinson needed the help of
Pickford’s to carry away most of the spoils after an outstanding
career best round. He also became winner of the Allan Piggott
9s Trophy.
Do contact me at mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk if you’d like
to play in any future fixtures, Martin Williams, Secretary OTGS

Thank you for your support of the
Tiffinian Association
The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old
Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building
activities such as Tiffnews, the Association’s website
www.tiffinfriends.org, the various Tiffinian events and its
support of career groups for the benefit of alumni and
students.
To expand our support for the School or support the Tiffinian
Association in some way, please click here for more
information.

De Mortuis
Steven Barr [1975]
Steven attended Tiffin School from
1986 to 1993. Steve captained the
school rugby 1st team playing blind
side flanker. After school Steven
joined the Metropolitan Police Force,
serving for a number of years in
Sutton before moving to counterterrorism for South West London.

Geoffrey Alan Brook [1965]
Geoffrey Brook, who passed away on
9th February 2020, was the Honorary
President of the Coupe de la Jeunesse,
the annual international rowing regatta
for junior athletes. He passed away on
9th February 2020 at the age of 72.
Geoffrey had a lifelong passion for
rowing. A well as rowing for Tiffin
School, he coxed for Kingston Rowing Club at Henley Royal
Regatta in 1964. Following Tiffin, he went to St Bede’s College,
Durham University where he continued to row. After university,
he taught geography and was rowing master at several schools
- Halliford School, St George’s College, Shrewsbury School and,
finally, at Winchester College.
Geoffrey was one of a small group of volunteers, who were
instrumental in developing the Coupe from a competition
featuring a handful of European nations to the current
membership of 16. Great Britain sent its first team to the
Coupe in 1986, its second year, under the leadership of
Geoffrey who was the Team Manager. The following year he
joined the Coupe executive committee and remained a
member for the next 24 years, serving as Secretary General
from 1989 to 2001, and as President from 2001 to 2013.

Steve’s lifelong love of rugby
continued as he played back row and captained OTRFC for
many years making 165 1st team appearances and scoring 282
points. Steven’s father, Ian, was a familiar fixture on the sideline.

As well as acting as Team Manager for Great Britain Junior
Teams, Geoffrey served as Chairman of the Junior Rowing
Commission, making a long-term and significant contribution to
the development of junior rowing in England. In 2013, Geoffrey
was awarded the British Rowing Medal of Honour in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to rowing.

Steven was always passionate about music and discovered golf
in his 30s. However, the punishment from rugby meant his
swing would never appeal to a purist.

Paul Flaskett [1961]

It was very fitting that Steven’s memorial service was held in
the open air at Grist Memorial Sports Ground and despite
COVID restrictions was well attended by colleagues and
numerous friends from Tiffin School.
Steven died suddenly, at the age of 46, on 21st May 2021.
Steven is survived by his parents, Linda and Ian; brother and
fellow Tiffin alumnus Andrew; and his wife Georgie and children
Maddy and Henry.

Paul attended Tiffin School between
1954 and 1962, just a year ahead of
me. I remember him as a handsome,
athletic and sociable young man. At
rugby he was a strong running winger
and played in the School’s 1st XV.
After school he played for the Old
Boys and continued to support the
Club until his death. Paul was a
powerful boxer. I had entered the School boxing competition
(probably 1962) and realised if won my bout I would have to
face the winner of the bout between Paul and Chas Boole, the
two reputed ‘hard men' of the School at the time. Thankfully I
lost my bout and was able to watch with some relaxation Paul
demolish Chas in 15 seconds!

Paul’s family owned Flaskett’s Wire Works, in Acre Road,
Kingston. They must have been doing well because in the 6th
Form, Paul would drive to school in a red TR3 sports car and
park just outside the School gate. This at a time when most
teachers didn’t own a car. I believe Paul was the first Tiffin pupil
in history ever to do this!
After school Paul worked in the family business. He married
Tina and had two sons, Mark and Guy. Paul’s success in business
and his wide involvement in the community, such as Round
Table, gave him an eclectic circle of friends who were always
dining out together and I met them at many rugby club lunches
and dinners. Paul married Catherine 21 years ago, and she
looked after him when Paul’s heath conditions deteriorated.
I last saw Paul in the lounge of the rugby club, where we would
often sit together to watch the game in the relative warmth.
Paul died on 2nd May 2020 and, because of Covid restrictions,
a small family funeral was held on 21st May 2020. It wasn’t until
Friday 1st October 2021 that a memorial gathering could be
held and many friends and family met to toast the memory of
Paul.
Paul will be missed by many of us. For me he was a great friend,
a great rugby player and a great Old Tiffinian. We live in
different times now and may not see the likes of Paul again.
Gordon Mylchreest (1963)

Nick Plant [1969]
Nick Plant passed away on 15
September 2021 at the age of 72
following a long struggle with
Alzheimer's.
Nick arrived at Tiffin from Naval
College in 1966. He was an all-round
sportsman, winning the diving trophy
at the Annual Swimming Gala in 1967
and playing 3rd XI cricket in 1968 and
1969. But it was as a rugby scrum half that Nick distinguished
himself. A very combative player, he had an excellent defence
and service and he was an important part of the 1968/69 1st XV
that won 16 and drew 1 of its 19 matches that season. He
reckoned it was him who made Neil Bennett good enough to
play for England.
He left Tiffin to study civil engineering at Queen's University,
Belfast, after which he spent the rest of his working life on
engineering projects at home and abroad. He was working on
the Grenada Airport Project on 25 October 1983 when the US
and others invaded the country. This was a stressful time for
Nick and his family and they were confined to their
accommodation at the airport until the military action ceased
on 1 November, after which he was able to return to work.

He played rugby for the Old Tiffs for many years and made
many friends there, and cricket for Whiteley Village CC in Surrey
where he was an obdurate opening bat and a chatty
wicketkeeper. He also loved his golf, and in retirement enjoyed
playing the courses in southern Portugal where he had a second
home.
Nick leaves a wife, Maxine, who he married in 1975, and three
daughters, Katrina, Hannah and Sam, and several
grandchildren. He was devoted to all of them.
His sense of fun, his enthusiasm, and, yes, even his bloodymindedness will be sorely missed.
Roger Pellman (1969)

We also regret to announce:
Mike Liggett (1960) passed away 14th May 2020, aged 79. He
was a keen sailor of various boats, including Merlin Rockets
and National 12s.
Eric Poole (1948) passed away in April 2018, aged 87.
Colin Titcombe (1966) passed away on 24th May 2021, aged
73.

Please send content for the next edition of
Tiffnews by 4 Dec 2021 to
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or by post to:
Tiffin School
Queen Elizabeth Road
Kingston upon Thames
Surrey KT2 6RL

