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From the Head's Study 

I’m very pleased to announce that 

construction on our fantastic new 

gym will be starting on the 1 July 

2019. As you know from previous 

newsletters, we successfully bid 

for government capital money in 

order to construct a new £2m two-

storey extension to the sports hall, 

which will contain two new fitness areas, new changing 

facilities, and a fantastic new gym.  

With both our main and subsidiary sports, and our regular 

fixtures, as well as a focus on health and fitness, sport is 

very important at Tiffin, and brings multiple benefits to 

our students, all of whom are encouraged to participate 

at one level or another. This exciting development will 

mark a significant improvement to our already strong 

sports provision, and will transform the breadth and 

quality of what we are able to offer. 

 

The bulk of the funding for this project is coming from our 

government grant but as with the new dining hall, we aim 

to raise a further £200,000 in order to fit, finish and 

furnish the extension. With the help of the whole Tiffin 

community of alumni, current and former parents, we 

successfully raised more than this amount in the last 

appeal to open the new building just after Easter 2018. 

We are therefore very hopeful that with your help we will 

again successfully raise the funds to create a fantastic 

new facility for Tiffin pupils.  

 

In the next few weeks, the community will receive a 

request to help us raise those funds, and I hope that 

alumni will be moved to give what they can towards this 

specific project. More details can be seen on the 

fundraising page of the Tiffin School website 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/about/Fundraising.html 

I am very grateful that our fundraising campaign is being 

supported by former England Cricket Captain, and Tiffin 

alumnus, Alec Stewart. 

I look forward to welcoming alumni and former staff back 

to the School at the June Reunion. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

Click this link: 
http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html to see the 
latest Headteachers’ newsletters 
Tiffin School Twitter: @Tiffin_School 
 

TAL Chairman's Letter 
Welcome to another action-

packed edition of Tiffnews! I have 

a few key things to report since 

you last heard from me. 

I was very pleased to be part of an 

incredible turnout at Grist’s on 6 

April for the Peter Smith memorial 

rugby match. A mixed team of Old 

Tiffinian veterans took on the visiting Law Society 3rd XV. 

If anyone was keeping score, they didn’t pass it on to me, 

but I am reliably informed by several OTRFC sources that 

the home side emerged victorious. Tiffin School rugby 

players of the 1996-2003 era will be pleased to hear that 

Steve Bannell (2003) still tackles nose first, but I 

understand he’s now made a full recovery. After the 

match, Peter’s daughter Jo formally presented the 

Tiffinian Association with the large bequest that Peter left 

the association in his will. We also unveiled a plaque to 

hang in the main hall at the Dean Pavilion, to be known in 

future as the Peter Smith Room. All in all, it was a fitting 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/about/Fundraising.html
http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html
https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends


tribute to a pivotal figure in the Association over several 

decades. 

The trustees continue to work on proposals for the future 

of Grists. With the assistance of E-GG architects and in co-

operation with Tiffin School, we have drawn up a 

masterplan proposal to safeguard the future use of the 

site for school and alumni sport. We are now looking for 

volunteers to investigate funding opportunities and to 

help with managing the Grist’s redevelopment project. If 

you are interested in helping out, and especially if you 

have experience with fundraising, please drop me a line 

via Alex Swift at TAL@Tiffin.kingston.sch.uk.  

We are looking forward to two upcoming social events. 

The annual Summer Garden Party takes place in the 

Head’s Garden at Tiffin School on Friday 28 June at 

7.30pm. The Annual Dinner will be on the evening of 

Friday 8 November, again at Tiffin School. We’re 

especially keen to welcome back alumni celebrating a 

major anniversary – I know the class of 1999 are hoping 

to put a group together to celebrate 20 years out – but 

everyone is welcome. Mark your calendars now, and 

you’ll hear from us when the booking link goes live.  

Finally, I just want to say thank you to everyone who 

currently donates to the Association. Your contributions 

help sustain Old Tiffinian activities, including this 

newsletter, our programme of social events, and our 

different educational and sporting activities. If you are 

able to donate a few pounds a month, please consider 

setting up a standing order using the form here, and 

sending it to us at Tiffinian Association, c/o Tiffin School, 

Queen Elizabeth Road, Kingston upon Thames, KT2 6RL.  

Take care, and see you at the Alumni Garden Party! 

James Strong (2003), TAL Chairman 

 

Thank you for your support of the 

Tiffinian Association 
 

The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old 

Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-

building activities such as Tiffnews, the 

www.tiffinfriends.org website, the various Tiffinian 

events and its support of career groups for the benefit 

of alumni and students. 

 

To expand our support for the School or support the 

Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for 

more information. 

 

 

The 2019 Tiffin Alumni Summer 

Reunion 

7.30pm to 9.30pm                                          

on Friday 28 June 2019 

There’s no charge to attend, but please book your 

place through the TAL online booking process via the 

link: 

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/event_details 

or email us at TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or ring                     

020 8546 4638. Drinks will be served in the Head's 

Garden. 

Click this link to see the current list of attendees: 

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/Attendees%20at

%20Event%20(1) 

Alumni who left in years ending with '9' are 

particularly encouraged to attend to celebrate their 

milestone year! 

The Tiffinians, the School’s a cappella group will 

perform at 7.45pm and there will be a tour of the 

School at 8pm. Memorabilia will be on show in the 

Main Hall.   

Parking will be available on site via the London Road. 

 

 

OTA 100 Club 

Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows: 

                                Previous win 

January 2019 £50   Greer Kirkwood    2007       

February 2019 £50   Mrs Beryl Armstrong    2018 

March 2019 £50   Roger Keep   2013  

April 2019 £50   Peter Cozens  2016  

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian 

Social Lunch.  

As the organiser, I was pleased to see my own number 

come up as someone both winning and present at the 

lunch.  Beryl won the big one last time and pops up 

again with the small one this time. 

Congratulations to those above and thanking all 

members for their support.   

Greer Kirkwood 

 

mailto:TAL@Tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/TAL%20Standing%20Order%20Form%20from%202016.pdf
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/Supporting%20the%20Tiffinian%20Association.pdf
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/event_details
mailto:TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/Attendees%20at%20Event%20(1)
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100 Club Membership 
 
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the 
Association’s income so please consider becoming a 
member.  The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month 
by standing order.  The prizes are £50 each month, plus 
half-yearly major prizes of £1,000.   
 
The entrance form can be obtained via: 
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be 
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, 
Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483 850705 or   
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 
 

 

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch 

Our ninety-eighth lunch was held at our usual venue on 

Thursday, 4 April, the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell 

Road, Tolworth KT6 7DE - meeting at 12.30, for lunch at 

1pm, departure about 3pm. 

The nineteen present were: Paul Bettison & Jackie 

Richards, David & Sheila Chaffey, Dennis Clarke, John 

Dibley, Jack Foster, David Ingall, Greer Kirkwood, Tony 

Millard, John Wright. 

This small gathering of stalwarts enjoyed the usual 

excellent lunch. It was a pity, in other words, that no one 

new had popped in this time.  The chat included the 

events of the Peter Smith’s memorial at Grists the 

following Saturday and of course Brexit. 

Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us 

well on the day. 

Finally, the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.  No 

‘big one’ this time.   

Future Thursday dates are: 
Summer: 11 July 2019 
Autumn: 10 October 2019 
Christmas: 12 December 2019 
 
All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring 

guests, please let me know on 01483 850705 or email:  

greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

Greer Kirkwood 

 

 

Events for your Diary  
28 June 2019 Summer Alumni Reunion 

11 July 2019 OT Summer Social Lunch 

22 September 2019 OT Skiff Marathon 

10 October 2019 Autumn Social Lunch 

8 November 2019 Tiffin School Alumni Dinner 

12 December 2019 Christmas Social Lunch 

 

 

 

 

The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race                       
Sunday 22 September 2019 

 

Competitors will gather at Dittons Skiff and Punting 

Club, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton (next to the Albany 

Pub) before rowing up to the start at Hampton Court 

Bridge. Competitors should arrive at 10am and 

spectators no later than 10.30am. The race will start at 

about 11.00am at Hampton Court Bridge and will finish 

at Kingston Bridge, taking about 25 minutes. There will 

be a spectator launch following the race so family and 

friends are able to watch from the river. The DSPC bar 

will be open after the race. 

 
If you’d like to crew a skiff (2 rowers and a cox) this 

year, please contact David Gattey at 

dsgattey@btinternet.com. There is a small cost of £5 

per head to enter the race and a fee for the spectators 

on the following launch. 

 

 

People  
‘Posh’ 

‘Posh’, a play written by Laura Wade and directed by Tiffin 

School’s Head of Drama, Lucy Hughes, starring Tyger 

Drew-Honey (Outnumbered, Cuckoo) and featuring some 

ex-Tiffinians is being staged at the Rose Theatre, Kingston 

http://goo.gl/5DU3YP
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
mailto:dsgattey@btinternet.com


15th - 19th October 2019 and at other venues such as the 

Theatre Royal Bath, Theatr Clwyd and the Oxford 

Playhouse.

 

The play concerns an Oxford student dining club called 

"The Riot Club", a fictionalised version of the Bullingdon 

Club. 

Joel Gunter [2004] 

Joel is a journalist with a focus on 

social issues. He’s a writer and 

editor on the International News 

Desk at the BBC and has 

previously worked for the 

Guardian, Independent, Daily 

Telegraph, and Brighton Argus. 

He has been a presenter for BBC World News and BBC 

Current Affairs. This is his radio documentary entitled 

‘The Undercover Migrant’, the extraordinary story of a 

young man from Ghana who went undercover on the 

desert migrant trail: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csy5cg 

Nick Procter [1997] 

Nick has published his first book 

entitled ‘The World Less Travelled’. 

It’s a Bill Bryson-y account of all the 

quirky, out-of-the way places that 

life has sent him despite not even 

trying to travel to any of them 

including Luxembourg, Gibraltar, 

Finland, Seattle, Denmark, The Vatican and Monaco.  

 

In this book, Nick visits places he never 

thought he’d go and one place he 

wished he hadn’t.  

Whether humiliatingly failing to 

observe etiquette in a Finnish Sauna, 

cheating death twice in a day in 

Denmark or meeting a world leader 

while carrying 17 cans of beer, Procter 

takes in the sights, meets the people and dissects the 

culture. 

 

Alastair Putt [2001] 

Over the years, a number of 

Tiffinians have appeared as 

performers at the BBC Proms, but we 

don't think a Tiffinian composer has 

ever featured before. At a lunchtime 

concert on Monday 9th September 

2019 a short work entitled 

Halazuni by Alastair Putt will be 

performed as part of the BBC Proms 

series of concerts. Alastair is both a tenor performer and 

a composer. Halazuni is the Arabic word for 'spiral', 

chosen because the piece takes its inspiration from 

arabesque decoration in Islamic art, and makes use of 

the Fibonacci series in generating its musical material. 

https://cadoganhall.com/whats-on/bbcproms2019-8/ 

Tiffinian Sport 

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club  

In April, the Old Tiffinian Rugby Club held a special game 

of rugby in honour of Peter Smith (1956), their late, great 

Chairman. Thirty Veteran players each played a few 

minutes of a game against a Barbarians side mainly made 

up of Cobham and Surrey veterans.  

 

Although it was a cold, drizzly day, there was also a great 

turnout of alumni supporters, who had at one time played 

rugby with Peter or played under his leadership. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dining_club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bullingdon_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bullingdon_Club
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csy5cg
https://cadoganhall.com/whats-on/bbcproms2019-8/


After the match, Tony Millard, James Fentiman and 

Peter’s daughter, Jo said a few words about Peter. Jo then 

unveiled the plaque for ‘The Peter Smith Room’ in the 

Dean Pavilion. 

 

Old Tiffinian Football Club  

And so another season has come to an end 

- and what a season it was. Those of you 

following our social media pages may have 

caught a glimpse into our progress over the 

past 9 months in the midst of our weekly 

Fantasy Football updates, and on the whole it was fairly 

positive. A spread of big wins and some heartbreaking 

losses, but after recognising and reflecting on the ups and 

downs of this year at our End of Season Dinner in May - 

coinciding with both the FA Cup Final (deliberately) and 

the Eurovision Song Contest (not deliberately) - we 

wanted to share some of our favourite highlights of the 

2018/19 season with you. 

 

 

Highlights: 

Launching a 5th XI and watching them grow and improve 

under the leadership of Matt Hurst and Frankie Kalogirou, 

who stepped into the vice-captain role after just a month 

at the club 

 The Vets XI finishing 2nd in their league and 
gaining a promotion to the Premiership 

 The Vets announcing they plan on launching a 
Vets 2nd XI in the coming seasons to deal with the 
forecast pipeline of talent coming into the team 

 Being selected to host the LOB Minor Cup Final at 
Grist's, a huge honour from the AFA recognising 
the hard work from across our whole OTFC 
network 

 Organising and hosting an amazing End of Season 
Dinner, held at Grist's for the first time in recent 
memory, catering for over 80 players 

 Launching a brand new website with a whole host 
of functionality - a massive thanks to Sam Ball for 
all he does as the OTFC webmaster! 

 Launching a brand new 'OTFC Fantasy Football' 
league, tracking player performance in every 
game across the season 

 Planning a really exciting club tour to Lille in 
August (9th-12th) 

 Continuing to recruit so many new, great players  
- we want to grow the club as big as we can 
sustain, so if you are interested or know a friend 
who is, contact oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk 

A big thank you to all the contributors to the club's 

success this season: from the players, to the unerringly 

loyal fan base, to our major sponsors (particularly Withers 

LLP and Joy Indian for providing new kit this season), and 

to all the captains, vice-captains and committee for their 

week-in, week-out contributions. We'd also like to take 

this opportunity for a particular show of gratitude to 

Dicky Bostelmann, current 1st XI captain, who is stepping 

down after nearly 6 unerring years at the helm. His 

commitment to the club is exemplary and his incredible 

levels of organisation and leadership will be missed by all. 

Simultaneously, we wish him all the best for the coming 

years as he fights for his place in the side as starting 

centre-back, rather than picking the team every week 

himself. 

We're really excited for our August tour to Lille, but in the 

meantime are having fun planning our AGM & T20 cricket 

match (6th July), the annual OTFC 6-a-side tournament 

(17th August) plus a number of other sporting events 

including golf and footgolf. Do check our shiny new 

mailto:oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk


website www.otfc.org.uk for more details, more match 

reports, and more club news. 

Tom Nichols (2011) 
OTFC Club Secretary 
 

Tiffin Golf Society  

 

Tiffin Golf Society continues to flourish and we are always 

happy to welcome staff, parents, Old Tiffinians and 

current boys. Feel free to contact the Secretary, Martin 

Williams, if you need further information:  

mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

School News 

            
Former Tiffin Deputy Head, John King, will again be 

conducting tours of Tiffin School. He will explain the 

history of Tiffin School and its buildings as part of the 

countrywide Heritage Open Days programme. The tours 

will take place at 11am and 2.15pm on Friday 20 

September 2019. No booking is required. If you would like 

to attend, please assemble by the new London Road 

pedestrian gate, located at the east end of the Lovekyn 

Chapel just before the tour’s start time. 

Tiffin School Cricket Report  

The season got off to a brilliant start with the weather 

holding and allowing all teams to get their respective 

matches played, albeit in quite cold temperatures for the 

end of April! This season sees more fixtures than 

previously played, with most age groups involved in 

matches against touring sides from Holland, Dubai and 

Australia alongside the usual midweek and weekend 

matches.  

The 1st XI have only registered two wins so far this season 

but there has been some brilliant individual performances 

including captain Sami Shori’s 111 versus Reeds in the 

first game of the season, Shyam Patel’s 110 and Prasham’ 

s 5 wicket haul in a brilliant win against the Incogniti. The 

U14s have picked up where they left off last year winning 

most of their matches even though they have lost players 

to the senior sides. This only demonstrates the quality of 

cricket being played by them if at 14 years of age, they are 

being considered to represent the senior sides. We look 

forward to seeing how they perform in Dubai next year 

where they will be touring with the current under 13s in 

February 2020. 

The U12, U13 and U14 sides have all fielded A to D sides 

this year and with a big incentive placed on keeping boys 

playing the game into their senior years this is very 

encouraging. An added incentive for the younger ages 

groups are tours and trips that are on offer. Our U12s 

have enjoyed a trip to the oval where they met Surrey 

professionals, and Old Tiffinians, Alec Stewart and Arun 

Harinath. Both U12s and U15s enjoyed a successful tour 

to Devon where they played at the county ground in 

Exeter and in the stunning settings of Budleigh Salterton 

cricket club on the south Devon coast during the summer 

half term. Having thrown themselves into a mix of 

training at the Devon indoor centre of excellence, two 

matches and activities such as go karting and laser tag it 

is safe to say they returned home exhausted. 

If the weather allows it, there are a packed last few weeks 

of cricket left in calendar and we look forward to more 

quality performances bringing even more success!    

Kaps Balasubramaniam (Head of PE) 

Tiffin School Cross Country   

This year’s highlight was the Borough Cross Country 

Competition, where Tiffin retained the borough title for 

the 13th consecutive year, claiming 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 

8th and 9th place in the intermediate category 

 

 

 

 

When? Where? What? Why? 

Wed 

Aug 21st 

Puttenham 

2.00 Tee 

v KCS O.B 

Team of 10 

Ham, egg & chips 

Mon 

Oct 21st 

Betchworth 3 Ball Event KGS Old Boys 

Invitation Day 

Oct 7th Royal 

Ashdown 

TBC  

Fixtures in red are joined with Old Kingstonians 

http://www.otfc.org.uk/
mailto:mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


Tiffin School Art   

 

Tiffin School Music  

The School Concert at the end of the Spring Term was, as 

ever, a fantastic showcase of the breadth and depth of 

musical talent from the oldest pupils to the youngest. The 

School Orchestra, String Orchestra, Swing Band, Wind 

Band, Brass Band and Jazz Combo played, and Year 7 in its 

entirety rounded off the evening with a medley of songs 

from Wicked and Oliver!. Our ensembles are now working 

towards performances at Tiffin-in-the-Garden at the end 

of term. 

In the very last week of term, the Choir produced a 

fantastic performance of the Easter sections of Handel’s 

Messiah at St Luke’s Church, accompanied by period 

ensemble, and with all the solo movements sung by the 

boys. The Year 13 Choir members sections sang their final 

Evensong with the Choir last month, which included 

Herbert Howells’ Like as the Hart and Coll. Reg. Te Deum, 

Stanford’s Psalm 150 and a heartfelt rendition of choir 

favourite, T. Tertius Noble’s Canticles in b minor. The 

trebles of the Choir will continue to sing Evensongs 

through this term, and the full Choir can be heard in the 

Choir Concert and Founder’s Day service at the end of 

term, as well as on their tour of Portugal in July. The Choir 

is also performing in two concerts with the Gabrieli 

Consort & Players this term, to launch the CD we recorded 

with them last summer, An English Coronation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Future dates: 

Evensong, Boys’ 

Choir Trebles 

St. Luke’s 

Church, Gibbon 

Road 

5.45pm on 4 July 

2019 

Battle of the 

Bands Final 

Walden Hall 6pm on 10 July 2019 

Tiffin in the 

Garden 

Ensembles 

Performance 

Head’s Garden 5.30pm on 12  July 

2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 
Kingston Parish 

Church 
7pm on 16 July 2019 

Founders Day 

Service 

Kingston Parish 

Church 

11.30am on 18 July 

2019 

Evensong (with 

the Choir of New 

College) 

New College 

Chapel, Oxford 
6.15pm on 18 

October 2019 

Music with 

Changing Parts, 

(with Philip Glass 

& the Philip Glass 

Ensemble) 

Barbican 8pm on 30 October 

2019 

 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir will be touring Portugal from 20th July to 

23rd July 2019 and would be delighted if any Tiffin alumni 

were able to attend any of the following: 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 

Ingreja da 

Nossa Senhora 

de Lapa, Porto 

9.30pm on 20 July 

2019 

Mass Ingreja da 

Nossa Senhora 

de Lapa, Porto 

Noon on 21 July 2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 

Ingreia de Santa 

Cruz 

6pm on 22 July 2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 

Mosteiro dos 

Jeronimos, 

Lisbon 

Tbc on 23 July 2019 

  

Fleur Smith, Tiffin Music Administrator  

fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
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Tiffin School Boat Club 

 

The boat club entered local Thames Ditton Regatta on the 

18th of May as a precursor to the National Schools regatta 

the following week. We made 4 finals in the J14 & 15 

quads races, the boys beating St Edwards school to win 

the J14 quad event in good style.  

National Schools sees all the biggest clubs and schools 

compete in a gruelling 2k time trial where only the top 18 

crews in the UK qualify for each event. Whilst we had 

some decent mid-table results the J14 boys A crew hit 

their target of reaching the B final and then raced to take 

11th place overall becoming the second fastest state 

school crew in the event which was a great result.  

Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing 

De Mortuis 

John Alan Tidmarsh OBE [1947] 

John Tidmarsh passed away  30 

May 2019 at the age of 90. He 

was a British broadcaster and 

journalist who spent 10 years 

with domestic radio and 

television, and 34 (1966 to 2000) 

with the hugely popular BBC 

World Service programme 

Outlook.  The twice-daily radio 

programme comprised of news, 

current affairs and features from around the world as well 

as interviews live in the studio.  

An evacuee during the early years of the Second World 

War, John went to four different grammar schools. He left 

school at 16 to become a junior reporter with the 

Western Daily Press. Tidmarsh was appointed OBE in 

1997.  

Brian L Southcott [1951] 
 

Brian was a very gifted chap. He 
was successful at just about 
everything he tried, be it 
sailing, administration, writing 
poems, telling stories, 
recitation (my favourite “Albert 
and the Lion”) or business, but 
he was as far from being 
boastful as it was possible to 
be. If he spoke of any of his 

trophies, visiting far-flung places or meeting famous 
people, it was, usually to tell an amusing anecdote. 
 
His first love was sailing or, rather, racing. His life 
revolved around the sport and the Stock Exchange and 
he excelled in both arenas. He honed his sailing skills at 
the Tamesis Club on the Thames at Teddington sailing 
mostly National 12s. However, his first major success 
came in a Firefly dinghy. He had gone with a friend to 
the Championships but on the day of the big Firefly 
race for the Sir Ralph Gore Cup. It was too windy for his 
friend, so Brian helmed and…….won. Moreover, those 
were the days when Championship races had 200 or 
more starters. He was 19 at the time. 
 
Brian believed that all helmsmen have a ‘golden’ 
period and that he was no different, although his 
golden spell did seem to go on a lot longer than most. 
His ‘golden spell’ spanned 1953 to 1964, at the Merlin 
Championships. He had seven results in the top four, 
one second, three thirds and three fourths, and won 
the Championships three times. 
 
Brian was a member of the Tamesis sailing club for 73 
years, man and boy, and he was Treasurer for 25 of 
those years, overseeing and organising the finance for 
many lasting developments to the club premises. 
 
He put an enormous amount back into his sport. He 
served on the RYA Council, was Treasurer and, 
ultimately, Chairman. He then served on the Council of 
the IYRU, latterly known as ISAF and, now, World 
Sailing. He was a very conscientious and effective 
Treasurer of that organisation and was rewarded with 
a Gold Medal for long service. He was a director of the 
World Youth Sailing Trust from 1998 until this year. 
 
He travelled far and wide with his wife Joan on ISAF 
business and presented Ben Ainslie with his Gold 
Medal at the Sydney Olympics.  
 
In 2013, Brian donated a copy of the first edition of 
Tiffnews to the School, which belonged to his father 
Leonard, also a Tiffinian. 
 
Brian passed away on 19 April 2018 at the age of 85. 



Please send content for the next edition 
of Tiffnews to Alex Swift at: 
 TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk  

or: 
 Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road, 

Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL 
by 17 September 2019 
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