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From the Head's Study 

I hope that you are well and in good 

spirits at this strange time. 

 

I am writing at a time of great 

excitement. For the first time in three 

months we have today (Monday 15th 

June) been able to welcome pupils, 

other than key worker children, onto 

the school site for face-to-face 

meetings. A number of Year 10 and Year 12 students have been 

attending school, with different groups coming in on different 

days. Although, of course, what we are doing today is hardly 

normal with social distancing and all sorts of measures in place 

to keep students and staff safe, it is nevertheless a start in the 

process of moving from lockdown back to some level of 

normality. 

Since March, the School has been operating very effectively 

online. Tiffin is in the fortunate position that a year ago we 

moved to all students in Years 7 to 11 having one-to-one 

devices through the use of Google Chromebooks. This has 

meant that we have continued to be able to teach students 

online using Google Classroom and having live lessons at their 

scheduled normal timetable slot. In most cases, this has meant 

that our pupils have been able to keep up with work and 

continue with their education. In addition, we have focused on 

the pastoral side of the School, maintaining contact with all 

pupils, and holding assemblies and other events online. This has 

even extended to some House activities, as well as virtual 

concerts being held online. It certainly has been an 

extraordinary time at Tiffin, but as you would expect, the Tiffin 

community has risen to the challenge and coped very well with 

the difficulties imposed. 

Of course, one of the hardest things for Year 11 and Year 13 has 

been the fact that their exams were cancelled. This has led to 

uncertainty for students, and a great deal of work for the school 

staff to submit 'Centre Assessed Grades' to the exam boards. 

These grades will now be moderated by the exam boards to 

produce the GCSE and A Level grades for August, after which 

will be the usual decisions on universities and futures, 

complicated this year by the opportunity to resit exams in the 

autumn! 

I am pleased to say that when the School closed down for 

lockdown, we were able to donate our stock of unsold snacks 

from the Canteen (muffins, yoghurts, popcorn) to Kingston 

Hospital for its key workers, and also our stocks of science 

goggles and other equipment to be used as PPE. In addition, a 

number of our staff and sixth form students have been 

volunteering for the NHS. 

It has certainly been a time for the School when national events 

have impacted all that we do. In addition to the issues around 

the lockdown, we have also seen on the news the issues around 

race and discrimination. As a School, we value and promote the 

diverse, multi-cultural and tolerant environment we have at 

Tiffin, and aim to foster empathy, generosity and respect for 

others. However, we also recognise that all organisations can 

do more to prepare  students for life in the modern world, and 

we will be reflecting upon how well we do this with respect to 

race and discrimination over the coming months. 

At School, following a period of inactivity, the building site is 

fully up and running again. We are hoping that the Sports 

Centre Extension will be completed by the end of July, and 

therefore completely ready for occupation in September. It is 

certainly coming on well and it is exciting to see it all coming to 

fruition. The lockdown has meant that our fundraising 

campaign has inevitably taken second place, but we need and 

appreciate the generous donations that many alumni have 

made to the appeal. If you would like to donate online, you can 

do so by clicking here 

 

 

Finally, I am delighted that we have been able to hold talks 

between the School and TAL over the best way to manage 

Grists, and secure it as a modern facility for the School and Old 

Tiffinian sports teams to use for years to come. These talks have 

reinforced the importance of our relationship with our alumni 

and I look forward to us being able to deepen this relationship 

in the future. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

Tiffin School Twitter: @Tiffin_School 

 
 
 
 
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?charityCampaignUrl=TiffinSchoolGym
https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends


Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter 
 

Like everyone who has written to you 

over these past few months, I hope 

you and your family are staying safe 

and well during these difficult times. 

I want to update you on an important 

development in the life of the 

Tiffinian Association. Shortly before 

the lockdown started, a meeting took 

place at Tiffin School between 

representatives of the Tiffinian Association, the Old Tiffinian 

sports clubs, Tiffin School, and the School governing body. We 

met to discuss how we might better work together in future. In 

particular, we met to discuss the future ownership and 

operation of the Grist’s Memorial Sports Ground. 

 

Many of you may not realize that Tiffinian Association Limited 

(TAL), the company underpinning the Tiffinian Association, 

owns Grist’s. The School uses the site under a lease agreement 

with TAL, but doesn’t actually own it. 

There are a number of historical reasons for this. TAL’s 

forerunner organisation, the Old Tiffinian Association (OTA), 

purchased Grist’s in 1947 as a memorial to former Head 

Teacher Charles J Grist and to Tiffinians who fell in the Second 

World War. It made sense at that time for the OTA to retain 

ownership of the land. The Old Tiffinian sports clubs used 

Grist’s almost as much as did the School – it was essentially a 

shared facility. The OTA could draw on a substantial pool of 

volunteer labour to fulfil the various responsibilities associated 

with operating the site. It also offered a level of security; at a 

time when council spending cuts forced many schools to sell 

their playing fields, Grist’s was protected by the fact it wasn’t 

owned by the School. 

This picture has changed over the years.  

Firstly, the way Grist’s is used has changed. As Tiffinians have 

increasingly left the local area after leaving school, the number 

of Old Tiffinians actively using Grist’s has gone down. As Tiffin 

School has expanded, meanwhile, the number of current pupils 

using Grist’s has gone up. Whereas in the past the School and 

the Old Tiffinian community were essentially, equal users of the 

ground, that is no longer the case. As the architectural 

masterplan that TAL commissioned last year identified, the 

School is now clearly the primary user of Grist’s. The Trustees 

believe it makes sense, under these circumstances, for the 

School to gain greater responsibility for the site’s strategic 

direction, operation and upkeep. 

Secondly, TAL’s ability to operate Grist’s has gone down as the 

difficulty of the task has gone up. With fewer Old Tiffinians 

playing sport, we have found it harder to recruit new trustees 

to replace retirees. With the growing complexity of Health and 

Safety and Child Protection legislation placing increasing 

demands on our time and technical skill, the role of trustee has 

become more onerous – in turn making recruiting new trustees 

harder. With the aging of the Dean Pavilion, the amount of 

maintenance work required and the number of contractors 

needing to be commissioned and managed has increased. With 

the need to generate additional revenue beyond OT sports 

activities – the cost of insuring the Dean Pavilion alone exceeds 

the total annual pitch rental fees paid by the combined Old 

Tiffinian sports clubs – has come the need to operate as a 

residential landlord for the two houses inside the Summer 

Avenue gate, and to host a children’s day nursery that meets 

during the week in the Peter Smith Room. 

A small number of volunteers have done a fantastic job keeping 

on top of these various tasks. But even then, some facilities – 

like the squash and tennis courts – have fallen into disuse. We 

have had to ask our various users to bear with us on things 

more often than we would like. In an ideal world, volunteer 

trustees would not be personally involved in ensuring the Dean 

Pavilion meets legal requirements, or that tenants have access 

to the site when they need it. Ideally, these things should be 

handled coherently and consistently by professional staff, with 

trustees providing governance and oversight.  

TAL has recently appointed a facilities management company 

to offer support on a part-time basis. But in the longer term we 

think it would make more sense, in both practical and financial 

terms, for the School to take on responsibility for running the 

whole site. After all, it already runs its own site at Kingston, and 

the Harper Pavilion, and has existing staff responsible for 

finance and facilities management. From the School’s 

perspective, however, it only makes sense to take on greater 

responsibility for running Grist’s if it is also getting greater 

influence over its strategic direction.  

Anyone who has visited the Dean Pavilion in recent years will 

know it has seen better days. While we have renovated and 



refurbished as best we can, the building is reaching the end of 

its natural life. Anticipating the need to replace it one day, the 

Trustees have tried for more than a decade to generate cash 

surpluses to provide a redevelopment war chest. We have done 

pretty well, all things considered. But there is not enough cash 

in the pot to rebuild the pavilion entirely. And our ability to 

generate additional revenue is limited by the supply of 

volunteer labour and the volume of day-to-day tasks the 

existing volunteers handle.  

As the architectural masterplan pointed out, the Harper 

Pavilion is also in need of upgrade and expansion. With the 

School having recently succeeded in raising the funds for and 

overseeing a series of capital development projects, the 

architects suggested revisiting an idea the Trustees have also 

periodically raised; to partner with the School in building a new 

joint pavilion capable of meeting the needs of both current 

pupils and alumni. The School is interested in this idea – it 

remains committed to sport and needs to expand and improve 

its facilities in order to keep delivering the full range of extra-

curricular activities that make a Tiffin education special. It 

seems unlikely, however, that the School would be able to 

commit fully to a redevelopment project at Grist’s, or to draw 

on the full range of possible funding sources, including direct 

government funding, without gaining greater control over the 

site.  

Finally, the argument that TAL’s ownership of Grist’s provides 

security against the risk of the site being sold off by the 

government no longer applies as it once did. Later in this edition 

of Tiffnews, Phil Phillips (1974) introduces the newly 

incorporated Tiffin School Foundation Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (“the CIO”). The CIO offers similar benefits to TAL 

in terms of being able to hold assets at arms’ length from the 

School itself – it owns the land on which the School sits, for 

example. It also offers something TAL lacks; direct integration 

into the School’s management and governance structures. The 

CIO is sufficiently separate from the School that it could take 

over the ownership of Grist’s without exposing it to any greater 

risk of government interference. It is sufficiently close to the 

School that it can much more easily ensure the site is operated 

in a way that makes sense for its primary user. 

Against this backdrop, and following the meeting at Tiffin 

School in March, TAL and the CIO established a Joint Working 

Group to consider whether (and, if so, how) ownership of 

Grist’s should be transferred from TAL to the CIO. Bringing 

together representatives of TAL, Tiffin School, the CIO and the 

Old Tiffinian sports clubs under the chairmanship of former 

OTA Chair Stuart Lester (1974), this Group has continued to 

meet via Zoom during the Covid-19 lockdown. While the work 

is ongoing, I believe there are good grounds for optimism about 

the prospects of a mutually agreeable outcome.  

To begin with, it is clear that TAL and the CIO (and the School) 

share a common vision for the future of Grist’s. We all want to 

secure the site for future generations. We all see the need to 

upgrade its facilities and ensure they are professionally run. We 

all recognize the benefits of the School and its alumni working 

together – whether in providing School pupils with a route into 

adult sport, in seeking out external funding, or in preserving the 

essence of a Tiffinian education – which involves pursuing 

excellence in extra-curricular activities as much as in the 

classroom.   

Secondly, we believe that transferring ownership of Grist’s 

from TAL to the CIO would open up a wider range of fundraising 

options to support redevelopment of the pavilions, as well as 

incentivising the School to take ownership of the project. In 

particular, CIO ownership should make it possible to apply for 

direct government funding for redevelopment at Grist’s in a 

way that would probably not be possible if the land remained 

with TAL.  

Thirdly, we anticipate that transferring ownership of Grist’s to 

the CIO would open up the possibility of the School’s finance 

and facilities offices taking responsibility for the entire site, 

including the Dean Pavilion. That should ensure an improved 

experience for all its users, while also freeing up volunteers’ 

time to pursue longer-term projects. We have seen significant 

improvements in the quality of the playing surfaces since the 

School’s groundsman, James Brickley and his team took on 

responsibility for maintaining pitches across the whole site a 

few years ago. OTFC Chairman and TAL Trustee Greg Nutt 

(2000), meanwhile, recently won grants totalling £50,000 from 

the Football Foundation to provide new grounds maintenance 

equipment and supplies for Grist’s. We’d like to see this 

relationship – with the School managing the site, and the 

alumni helping develop and upgrade its facilities – replicated 

more widely.  

It may yet be that the Joint Working Group identifies downsides 

to transferring the ownership of Grist’s that outweigh the 

upsides. There may be practical difficulties with the process, or 

issues with how far the different stakeholders interested in 

Grist’s can be protected under a new ownership arrangement. 

But given the Joint Working Group includes the Headteacher, 

the Chair of Governors, a former OTA Chair, and two current OT 

sportsmen in the shape of Greg Nutt (2000) and Sam Dowsett 

(2010), I am optimistic that a proposal will emerge that works 

for the whole Tiffinian community.  

For now, that’s all I have to report. I will provide an update in 

the next issue of Tiffnews, and at the Annual General Meeting 

in November, though at the moment I don’t anticipate being 

able to present a final proposal to you until sometime next year. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please do get in 

touch via Alex Swift.  

Before I sign off, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention events in 

the world beyond the Tiffinian Association. Many of you have 

no doubt been affected by Covid-19, whether through your 

own or your loved ones’ ill health, or in having your professional 

and social lives disrupted. With a growing number of Tiffinians 



pursuing careers in medicine each year, I am also very 

conscious that many of you are key workers, keeping the 

country running while the rest of us are fortunate enough to be 

able to stay safe at home. I’d like to thank you on behalf of all 

of us.  

I also want to mention the wave of protests across the world 

following the murder of George Floyd in the United States. In 

common with the rest of the country, and the rest of London, 

the Tiffinian community has grown more ethnically diverse over 

recent decades. I believe those of us who enjoy the privilege of 

not facing racial discrimination have a duty to make clear that 

black lives matter and we reject racism in all its forms. I also 

believe we have a role as Tiffinians in supporting the wider work 

of combating systemic racism and racial inequality in our 

society. I encourage all of you – remembering the School motto 

faire sans dire – to take active steps where you can to combat 

racism, whether by educating yourselves about how and why it 

persists, calling it out when you see and hear it, or supporting 

the effort by OTRFC to raise money for the Stephen Lawrence 

Charitable Trust in honour of Floyd and in opposition to racism 

– and thank you to Jack Corcoran and the lads for stepping up 

in this way. 

That’s enough for now from me. Do take care of yourselves and 

those around you. 

James Strong (2003) 
Chairman, The Tiffinian Association 
 

Tiffin School’s Charity Has Converted To A 

Different Form (CIO) 

 
 
In January of this year a process was completed whereby the 

Tiffin School Foundation, the registered charity that has since 

1978 owned the Tiffin School land in Kingston and appointed a 

majority of the governors to the School, was effectively 

replaced by a newly established charitable incorporated 

organisation (imaginatively similarly named “The Tiffin School 

Foundation”) with registered charity number 1185240 and 

referred to here as the CIO.  Alumni who have very generously 

made standing orders and direct debits in favour of the 

Foundation will soon be contacted by the School to amend their 

instructions in favour of the CIO.   

As a number of Tiffin alumni have asked what the CIO is, I 

thought it would be helpful to outline the reasons for the 

change and to better understand the current organisation. 

Perhaps first though, a condensed reminder of our history 

might be useful to put this into context: 

A Tiffin charity to support education in Kingston dates back to 

the will of Thomas Tiffin in 1638. Various Kingston educational 

charities were combined in 1869 and permitted the building of 

the first Tiffin School adjacent to what is now the Fairfield. In 

1920 the Royal Borough of Kingston acquired and made 

available land in central Kingston for new Tiffin School buildings 

and the School moved to its present site in 1929. In September 

1978, the Charity Commission approved a scheme for the 

division of the property and assets of the combined Kingston 

charity whereby a new charity, the Tiffin School Foundation 

acquired the Tiffin School land and buildings in Kingston, an 

endowment fund and the right to appoint a majority of 

Governors of the School. The Foundation met its charitable 

object, the provision and conduct of Tiffin School, by making its 

land and buildings available to the School without cost and 

playing a significant oversight role through the appointment of 

Governors.  Tiffin School itself transitioned from being a 

maintained school to an “independent” academy trust in 2011 

thereby removing itself from the control of the Royal Borough. 

Soon after this the Foundation took on another role by replacing 

another Tiffin charity to become the principal charitable conduit 

for the parental and alumni donations and legacies and other 

fundraising activities that are absolutely essential for the School 

to continue to offer modern facilities and wide extracurricular 

opportunities to its students. 

In January 2020 with the approval of the Charity Commission, 

the Tiffin lands, property, endowment fund and other assets 

and the right to appoint a majority of Governors to the School 

were all transferred from the Foundation to the CIO.   

A charitable incorporated organisation is a relatively new type 

of limited liability incorporated charity to which both 

unincorporated charities like the Foundation and charitable 

companies limited by guarantee may now convert.  The 

advantages of a CIO include that it has only one regulator, the 

Charity Commission, and does not need to make filings at 

Companies House like other charitable companies thereby 

significantly reducing administration costs and time. The CIO, 

as a legal entity in its own right, may enter into contracts (rather 

than through all its trustees acting as a body), may own and 

register its own assets directly rather than through a custodian, 

and its trustees are protected by limited liability rather than the 

unlimited liability associated with an unincorporated charity 

that sometimes discourages new trustee recruitment. At its 

simplest operational level, normal business activities such as 

the opening of a bank account are far simpler for the CIO than 

the Foundation where all the trustees had to be involved. The 

Tiffin CIO is in essence, fit for purpose for the 21st Century. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/gofundmecomfold-tiffs-rfc-cycle-6500km?teamInvite=QDikLUSGfRAaNwRoXWk5PV0ITKwC4ujAfMy6j1xAed0bG7ZsyHVXTC72GD6jHtPf&fbclid=IwAR0_JmuR2P9my_a8ysWMv3TSQsnhK9zGA3Qbi116GoCmfcEw0GrsiPVJvPo


Despite its principal object being the School, like the 

Foundation before it, the Tiffin CIO itself is not regulated by the 

Department for Education.  

The Tiffin CIO is a “foundation” style CIO, where the Trustees 

are also the only Members of the CIO even though they have 

different capacities in each function. At establishment, all of the 

Trustees of the Foundation became the founding Trustees of 

the CIO thereby ensuring complete continuity. Trustees have 

historically been drawn from those with very close links to the 

School including alumni, parents and former teachers ensuring 

continuity of the Tiffin ethos of combining a superlative 

academic education with other activities such as sports and 

performing arts that make a Tiffin education so special.  

The charitable objects of the CIO are to support the provision 

and conduct of Tiffin School or to advance other charitable 

purposes connected with Tiffin School.  

The current CIO Trustees (eight of whom also serve as 

Governors of the School) are: 

Phil Phillips, MA (Chair/former pupil) 

John Lulham, MBE, BA, CPFA (Vice Chair/ex parent) 

Pam Wardley, (ex parent ) 

Jim Turner, HND, Cert. Ed. (ex parent) 

James Heath, MA (ex parent) 

Simon Goodridge, BA, ACA (former pupil) 

Jim Hasler-Winter, MA, MRICS (ex parent) 

Sutharsan Satkunarajah, AB (former pupil) 

John King, BA (CNAA), FRGS, DipPSE (former Deputy 

Headteacher) 

Anna Jones, LLB (parent) 

The CIO welcomes expressions of interest from alumni who 

may be interested in serving as Trustees when vacancies arise 

as part of our regular succession planning and may be 

contacted through Alex Swift at the Development Office 

(aswift@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk) 

 Phil Phillips 

Events  
3 July 2020 Tiffin Summer Reunion *CANCELLED* 

9 July 2020 Summer Social Lunch *CANCELLED* 

10 July 2020 ‘Tiffin in Your Garden’ musical evening 

22 August 2020 Tiffin Sports & Beer Festival at Grists  
(rugby/football/cricket) 
 

13 September 2020 Skiff Marathon *DECISION PENDING* 

8 October 2020 Autumn Social Lunch *DECISION PENDING* 

13 November 2020 Tiffin Alumni Dinner *DECISION PENDING* 

 

The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race 

Sunday 13th September 2020 

 

At present, we are going ahead with the race, provided by 

then it will be safe to do so. The final decision will be mid-

August, 4 weeks before the event. 

Competitors will gather at Dittons Skiff and Punting Club, 

Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton (next to the Albany Pub) 

before rowing up to the start at Hampton Court Bridge. The 

race will start at about 11.00am at Hampton Court Bridge 

and will finish at Kingston Bridge, taking about 25 minutes. 

There will be a spectator launch following the race so family 

and friends are able to watch from the river. If you’d like to 

crew a skiff (2 rowers and a cox) this year, please contact 

David Gattey at dsgattey@btinternet.com. There is a small 

cost of £5 per head to enter the race and a fee for the 

spectators on the following launch. 

 

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch 

Our hundred and first lunch was held at our usual venue on 

Thursday, 12th December viz., the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 

Ewell Rd., Tolworth. 

The 9 present were:- Dennis Clarke, John Dibley, John 

Ebenezer, Jack Foster, David Ingall, Greer Kirkwood, Tony 

Millard, Gordon Mylchreest, John Wright. 

The date coincided with the Election and several members 

were absent owing to duties on the day.  The smaller 

gathering fitted in well with a packed restaurant.  Our 

photographers were not present to keep a record of events. 

The regulars had an excellent varied lunch in lively company. 

Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us well 

on the day. Finally, the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place 

with ‘The Big One’. 

There was no April lunch and so the draw for the 100 Club was 

postponed. The next lunches, on 9th July and 8th October, have 

been cancelled. 

Greer Kirkwood 

 

mailto:aswift@tiffin.kingston.sch
mailto:dsgattey@btinternet.com


OTA 100 Club 

Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows: 

                                Previous win 

Nov’19    £50 John Wright   ‘19  

Dec’19       £50 Derek Higham   ‘15  

Dec’19  £1,000 David Booth   ‘08 

The above draws were held at the last Old Tiffinian Social 

Lunch. Congratulations to those above and thanking all 

members for their support.   

 

100 Club Membership 
 

The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the 
Association’s income so please consider becoming a 
member.  The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by 
standing order.  The prizes are £50 each month, plus half-
yearly major prizes of £1,000.   
 
The entrance form can be obtained via: 
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be 
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, Guildford, 
Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483 850705 or 
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

 
 

People  
Jamie Frost [2004]  

In 2013, after completing a PhD in 

Computer Science at Oxford 

University, Jamie returned to Tiffin 

School to teach maths.  

In addition to his teaching, he set up 

and runs a free maths website 

entitled DrFrostMaths.com in his 

spare time.  The site, initially 

launched to help pupils struggling with maths, is publically 

available and offers interactive online quizzes and teaching 

slides, videos, UK exam board questions for students to practice 

and learning resources for teachers. It has had nearly seven 

million downloads altogether and is currently used by over 

5,000 schools worldwide.  Since schools began closing due to 

coronavirus, it has seen more than 500,000 additional visits per 

day. In recognition of this site, in 2019 Jamie won the Pearson 

Award for Outstanding use of Technology in Education.  

Jamie has now been nominated for the sixth Varkey Foundation 

Global Teacher Prize. The shortlist of the Varkey Prize was 

compiled from over 40,000 entries worldwide by a panel of 

international education experts.  The prize is awarded to a 

single teacher who has made an outstanding contribution to 

the profession, and aims to “shine a spotlight on the important 

role teachers play in society”. The prize gives the winner $1 

million, awarded in equal instalments over 10 years, to put 

towards new projects and initiatives of their choosing. If he 

wins the prize, Jamie intends to use the funding to expand the 

site to offer questions and support on exam syllabuses in some 

of the site’s most popular regions outside the UK, such as 

Malaysia, and employ teachers there to help. The site’s 

resources have already been used to teach in a district of 

schools in Zimbabwe.  The winner of the Varkey Prize will be 

announced in October 2020. 

Ciaran Thapar [2009]  

Ciaran is one of the founders of 

Roadworks, a music education charity. 

In response to COVID-19 the charity 

launched video episodes remotely 

available on the popular urban music 

channel Mixtape Madness for 

educators and young people under 

lockdown. They hope the videos will be 

used as tools to remotely engage even 

the most hard-to-reach or vulnerable teenagers. The episodes 

combine contemporary music culture, philosophy and 

sociology to encourage the audience to think more critically 

about the world.   

Episode 1 explores Plato's Allegory of the Cave through the rap 

lyrics of UK drill duo Skengdo & AM. The rappers even feature 

in the episode.  Episode 2 explores Aristotle's concept of 

'catharsis' and lyric writing as a form of therapy. It was released 

in time for Mental Health Awareness week. Episode 3 explains 

surveillance culture and why some UK rappers cover their faces, 

via the political philosophy of Jeremy Bentham and Michel 

Foucault. All episodes are accompanied by free resources on 

their website.  

The artwork is done by Benjy Nugent (2009), photography is 

done by Tristan Bejawn (2008), and all episodes are edited by 

Jake Jones (2010) - all Tiffin alumni. A team effort! 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support of the 

Tiffinian Association 
 

The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old 

Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building 

activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org 

website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of 

career groups for the benefit of alumni and students. 

 

To expand our support for the School or support the 

Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for 

more information. 
 

http://goo.gl/5DU3YP
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.roadworksldn.org&c=E,1,XJ1_m9aVi0PMAfgYuOTBGA6lh85IRzsPhX2VrFvnBxrOAssaQhQTPEgb1PW4MwsnQB9CCxwzfO9yQAlqEk15h2BgeeTN5ZsR_aj8KT5f&typo=1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzdc5wHqdx3KsEbbbcqjarIj7N6Uc-kJa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwASWJPIB1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uX0Kn9bPBFY&list=PLzdc5wHqdx3KsEbbbcqjarIj7N6Uc-kJa&index=3&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QO-l9mmUM9o
https://www.roadworksldn.org/resources-1
https://www.instagram.com/benjy_nug/?hl=en
http://bej1.co.uk/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/Supporting%20the%20Tiffinian%20Association.pdf


Tiffinian Sport 

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club  

During the lockdown the RFU advised that the 1st XV had been 

promoted to London 2 South West League, where we will be 

renewing acquaintance with Reeds as well as playing such sides 

as Winchester, Old Reigatians, Chobham, Tottonians and 

Twickenham. The 2nd XV came fifth in their league and will 

continue to play in Surrey Conference North.  

Old Tiffinians RFC has undertaken a collective challenge this 

June to raise money for the Stephen Lawrence Charitable 

Trust. We are running, swimming and cycling the 6,447 

kilometres (4,005 miles) from their home ground in Hampton 

Court to Minneapolis, the site of George Floyd's tragic death in 

May that kickstarted the global protests surrounding 

BlackLivesMatter. Now playing in London South West 2 after 

being promoted at the end of last season, the club have raised 

over £5,500 and travelled 3,255.6km (2,022 miles), half the 

total, in the first 10 days alone.  

Whilst most players have been partaking in daily 5km (3 miles) 

runs, others, such as loose forward Pete Lehmann, have gone 

as far as running half-marathons. Lehmann put together a 55km 

(34 miles) effort in just one morning, finishing in five and a half 

hours. Other distance leaders include Dave Green and Si Keirle, 

who together have contributed over 400km (250 miles) of 

cycling, as well as ex-pat club members Kumara Mallikaaratchi 

and Ali Watkins contributing from as far as Singapore and 

Australia helping achieve the goal. 

Club Captain, Thomas Carvill illustrated why Old Tiffinians felt it 

was better to actively get involved and help during this time: 

“We decided to undertake the fundraiser as a show of solidarity 

with those protesting around the world and to do our small part 

to combat the systemic racism that pervades our culture. The 

Stephen Lawrence Trust is a wonderful organisation doing just 

that and we hope that our miles help in their endeavour.”   

You can find more details and follow their progress 

on Twitter and Instagram and donate to the cause yourself at 

their GoFundMe page. 

 

Old Tiffinian Football Club  

At time of writing, the current season is still 

ongoing - although this may change in the 

coming days as part of a response to both 

COVID-19 and the lack of pitch availability in SW 

London following the last month of continuous 

rain from Storms Ciara, Denis and their alphabetically-ordered 

mates. 

Assuming the season continues beyond Saturday afternoon, 

the weather may be a big factor in our successes this year - it 

hasn't been kind to us yet. We're looking at a slew of double-

headers and midweek games to finish off the season, with the 

1st XI alone still scheduled to play 13 games following their 

mazy AFA cup run. Will Forsyth's men are currently 8th in the 

division, with the team below having just caught Tiffs on points. 

Fortunately for us, we currently have 9(!) games in hand over 

them and most of the rest of the division, so winning a few 

would get us right back to the promotion spots. The 2nd and 

3rd XIs, captained by James Evans-Rong and Dan Hogg (2006) 

respectively, are contrastingly doing not as well, recovering in 

their transition seasons but looking like relegation will beckon 

after a few too many muddy battles without the stamina to 

close out games. Conrad Bell's 4th XI (2000) and Matt Hurst's 

5th XI are still fighting in the lower half of mid-table with some 

games in hand, which will be critical to recover in the coming 

weeks, and we've been really excited to expand into adding a 

second Vets XI this year at OTFC. Next season promises to be 

exciting as we solidify the squad, so any players aged 39+ who 

are looking to play regular competitive, sociable football 

(without the prospect of having to tackle an 18 year old), please 

reach out to the email address below! 

COVID-19 looks to put our planned tour to Rotterdam at risk 

also - contingency plans for a smaller, local tour in the autumn 

are being hatched, but a huge shame if our European friends 

end up missing out on the 'purple rain' descending on them for 

the 7th year in a row.  We are also keeping a watchful eye on 

our wider social calendar, but a date for your diary that should 

hopefully still be in tact: the annual OTFC 6-a-side tournament 

on Saturday 22nd August, aiming to be in conjunction with other 

OTRFC and TAL events. To keep up to date with our club news 

and social dates, please subscribe to our weekly newsletters 

'The Purple Peril' through our website 

at: https://www.otfc.org.uk/join-us/ 

In a brighter announcement, in alignment with the school's 

acceptance of female students, we are keen for any potential 

players to reach out to join the new OTFC Ladies team. Led by 

current Tiffin history teacher, Sophie Ramsbottom, we are 

recruiting for anyone interested who would like to play 

competitive women's football in a safe, friendly environment - 

please reach out to: sramsbottom@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

or oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk for more details.  This is huge 

and proud step in the 119-year history of the club, and it is great 

to see the purple wave that is OTFC breaking new ground. 

Note from the OTRFC Club Secretary, 5th June:  

Following the above update, the season lasted approximately 

24 more hours before the FA rightfully instructed the grassroots 

English football to pause all play until the new season later this 

year. Absolutely the necessary decision and not a moment too 

soon - but a shame nonetheless. 

Our tour to Rotterdam was sadly cancelled, and our league 

voted to void all results from this season, leaving us starting 

2020/21 where we were at the start of 2019/20. OTFC yet 

again managing to avoid relegation through a technicality. 

We’ll try and stay up through our own merit this season. In very 

positive news, however, the club has received two grants from 

the FA, £5,000 to help grow the club and a whopping £43,008 

https://twitter.com/oldtiffsrfc
https://www.instagram.com/old_tiffinians_rfc/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/gofundmecomfold-tiffs-rfc-cycle-6500km
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.otfc.org.uk%2Fjoin-us%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9275211d014141561b7b08d81110585a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637278109178992241&sdata=cRYUpTzyW4hhDg43qjpeq1PwLJVDwb%2BfnlKCPcW3sH8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sramsbottom@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk


to support pitch maintenance - allowing Groundsman 

extraordinaire James Brickley to purchase a tractor, a soil 

decompactor and a storage container for Grists - possibly the 

biggest win the club has had since the 4th XI won 8-4 early in 

the season, including two hattricks and a bicycle kick. (For the 

skeptical within the Tiffinian community, as your humble 

author, I share your doubt but am told it really did happen.) 

Back to the matter in hand, the club is thrilled at the support 

received from the FA, the AFA and the Tiffin/TAL community - 

so a huge thank you to all involved.

 

Groundsman James Brickley and OTFC Chairman Greg Nutt - both 

socially distant and beaming with pride - displaying the new ‘Tiffs 

Tractor’ and soil decompactor, resplendent with club badge... 

We look forward to the start of the new season, with a number 

of faces due to permanently depart to the far flung reaches of 

the world (Covid-dependant) including Miami, Sydney and 

Cambridge - we thank you for your love and commitment to the 

club and will welcome you back with open arms whenever you 

find yourself back in Kingston. Off-season fitness training has 

started in socially distant groups twice-weekly, and for those 

recent Tiffinians moving off to university, our season doesn’t 

stop for the holidays (so keep yourselves signed up!). For those 

in the Sixth Form - male or female - looking for regular 11-a-side 

football, then look no further. 

Email oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or speak to either Miss 

Ramsbottom or Mr Wightwick when the new term comes 

around. 

Tom Nichols (2011)              
Club Secretary 
 

School News 
 

Maths and/or Physics Teaching Vacancy 
at Tiffin School 
 

Tiffin School is looking for an ambitious graduate with a 
relevant degree such as Engineering, Maths, Physics or 
Computer Science to train to be a teacher of Maths and or 
Physics. For information about this position, please go to 
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/about/vacancies.html  
 
Submissions by noon, Monday 29th June. 

Tiffin School Music  
On a fateful Friday 13th March, the Boys’ Choir travelled to St 

Mary’s Church, Barnes, to give a performance of Handel’s 

Messiah, with professional soloists and orchestra, as part of the 

Barnes Music Festival. The boys sang wonderfully, and 

produced a really focussed and energetic performance of some 

quite tricky music to a packed and appreciative audience. Sadly, 

unbeknownst to any of us, it was to be our last fully live concert 

for some time, as the School closed that weekend. It was, 

however, a great performance to go out on. 

 

 

The Messiah concert followed a term that was, as usual, full of 

music. In early January, the Boys’ Choir and Chamber Choir 

travelled to Merton College, Oxford, and spent three very busy 

days recording Christmas music for a CD to be released later 

this year. The recording process really highlighted the 

professionalism of the school’s choirs, and the boys and girls 

produced some incredibly high-level singing. Singers from the 

Children’s Chorus, Cambiata and Oratorio Trebles joined in for 

the third day to record some favourite carols as part of a 

massed choir of 120 children. Repertoire included an 

arrangement of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel by David Nield, 

and John Walker’s Away in a Manger, alongside contemporary 

and classic Christmas carols and anthems, and other Tiffin Carol 

Service favourites. Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

fundraiser and made this possible. We’re really looking forward 

to sharing the results with you! 

 

A mere two days later, the Chamber Choir performed alongside 

St Peter’s Chorale, a youth choir from Brisbane, in a concert of 

‘Music for Epiphanytide’ at St Stephen’s Church, Gloucester 

mailto:oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/about/vacancies.html


Road. This was the first of two Brandenburg Festival concerts 

the Chamber Choir sang for last term, as in February we joined 

with the Chapel Choir of Malcolm Arnold Academy, 

Northampton, under the baton of their director, Simon Toyne, 

(previously the director of the Tiffin Boys’ Choir) to sing Vivaldi’s 

Gloria at St Martin-in-the-Fields, complete with fantastic solo 

performances from members of the Choir. The Chamber Choir 

has continued singing monthly Evensongs at St Luke’s Church, 

and also joined the Choir of Royal Holloway for an Evensong in 

their chapel alongside their choral scholars. 

The School’s instrumental music has been thriving, beginning 

the term with a Chamber Orchestra concert in January, which 

included a fantastic performance of Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto 

by one of our Upper Sixth musicians. We undertook an exciting 

new venture at the start of March, with six of the school’s 

ensembles travelling to Westminster to perform a concert in St 

John’s Smith Square. Performances included sets from the 

Swing Band and Wind Band, recorder and violin concerti from 

the Chamber Orchestra, music from the Brass Band, a 

performance by the String Orchestra of the Avengers Suite 

arranged by a Year 9 violinist, and the School Orchestra playing 

Mendelssohn and Dvorak, and finishing the evening with a 

medley of themes from Les Miserables. 

 

 
 
House Singing in early February was a well-fought battle, with 

Darwin-Wilberforce carrying off the overall victory. The Solo 

ATB round was won by a Raleigh countertenor in the Lower 

Sixth singing Vaughan Williams’ Silent Noon. A Year 8 from 

Darwin-Wilberforce won the Solo Treble category, with Michael 

Head’s A Blackbird Singing. The Part-Song cup was taken by 

Kingsley-Montgomery with a performance of Tom Misch’s 

South of the River, arranged by one of our Lower Sixth students, 

and Drake won the Unison category singing Elton John’s 

Rocketman, with their Year 10 conductor also scooping the 

Baton prize. 

Eighteen boys and girls from the Boys’ Choir and Children’s 

Chorus performed in the January-February run of La Boheme at 

the Royal Opera House, singing in twelve performances over six 

weeks. At the end of January, a group of trebles took part in a 

film recording at Abbey Road, and over February half-term 

some of the boys spent a few days on set, doing some top-

secret filming for a very exciting film due for release later this 

year.  

This all now seems a whole world away, and we are very sad 

not to be going ahead with all the events we had planned for 

this term, especially as it takes away the traditional endings and 

goodbyes to our Upper Sixth musicians who have given so much 

to the Music Department. We had also been looking forward to 

welcoming a number of you to our Good Friday performance of 

Bach’s St John Passion, but we are hoping to be able to hold this 

concert on Good Friday 2021 instead.  

We have had to get a little creative to keep school music going 

during this period of lockdown, but, with the help of our 

fantastic team of peripatetic teachers, individual music lessons 

have been continuing via Zoom, and some of our pupils are 

gearing up to take ABRSM exams online as well. The choirs have 

been joining together for weekly quizzes, which usually involve 

at least one absurdly niche round on The History of Tiffin Boys’ 

Choir, or Symphonies We’ve Sung In, or Guess The Piece From 

The First Bar (played on the piano). The Trebles have been using 

some of their freed-up rehearsal time to focus on music theory. 

We’ve had workshops on how to produce a recording at home, 

how to edit your recording, and how to make a video to 

accompany your music, and the boys and girls have been 

coming up with some amazing things. 

We’re also delighted to be able to present a weekly half-hour 

Virtual Concert, which happens on a Wednesday evening at 

7pm. These have included solo song and instrumental 

performances, original compositions, music videos, multi-

tracked solo recordings, and ensemble performances, all 

carefully recorded by the pupils at home, and edited to create 

some really fantastic tracks. We’ve also had some great large-

scale recordings from the school’s ensembles, and over the 

next few weeks we have performances lined up from the Swing 

Band, Orchestra, Brass Band, Choirs and The Tiffinians, as well 

as a huge range of individual submissions. If you’d like to watch 

live, or see any of the past concerts, links are available here: 

Virtual Concert 1: 7pm Wednesday 20th May 2020 

Virtual Concert 2: 7pm Wednesday 10th June 2020 

Virtual Concert 3: 7pm Wednesday 17th June 2020 

Virtual Concert 4: 7pm Wednesday 24th June 2020 
 

 

We will also be holding the annual Tiffin-in-the-Garden event 

this year, with one slight difference: this year’s model will be 

Tiffin-in-your-Garden, containing all the music and jollity we’ve 

come to associate with this much-loved event. It will be 

https://youtu.be/rk25TXaltG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbuiplk6OEM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaY09d4EnpA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBQIuSwuE_I&feature=youtu.be


broadcast to your screens and speakers at 7pm on Friday 10th 

July. To access the concert, please find the link on the Tiffin 

School Music Department website 

For more information on this or any of the Music Department’s 

activities, please visit the Music Department website, or email 

fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

Fleur Smith, Music Department Assistant 

Tiffin School Sport 

Reaching the mid-point in the sporting calendar with the rugby 

season drawing to a close and only the seven-a-side 

tournaments to play, who would have thought that this would 

be the end of our sporting year all together. We have been cast 

into strange and uncertain times and have had to adapt to what 

is being described as ‘the new normal’. What sport does, in 

many ways, is prepare you for the unexpected and help you rise 

up to challenges you may face. I have hope that the resilience 

and character that this period develops will only strengthen the 

actions of all involved. 

During lockdown, as Tiffin adapts to online teaching, what has 

been affected greatly at all levels has been sport. Take away a 

squad, a team or even a partner and even a game of singles 

badminton is impossible. We have looked to online videos to 

keep us active, tasks and challenges to motivate us and build 

upon. Helped by training videos put on by athletes and sports 

men and women including those from Surrey county cricket 

club, a little crumb of consolation for losing our school cricket 

season. We hope that when pupils return, they will be eager to 

go come September into a sporting environment that might 

look a little different for a while, but we will persevere.   

Pre-Lockdown 

March is a period where house events are squeezed in at every 

break in the clouds and Grists looks more like a swimming pool 

than a playing field. Some tournaments fell victim to the 

weather but there was some action. The U12’s kicked off the 

sevens season with great performances at the Ibstock sevens 

winning all four of their group games and losing in the semi-

final to a powerful Gunnersbury side. The U13’s went to the 

Surrey sevens having improved immensely in their regular 

season and looked to build upon that success. They fought hard 

against the likes of Epsom College and John Fisher narrowly 

losing both games and came away with notable victories 

against Haliford and Caterham.  

In the senior sevens the men’s teams played in horrible 

conditions down at Richmond RFC coming up short against 

Reigate, Hartbury and St Edwards Oxford. The end of season 

celebrations this year were cancelled due to lock down which 

was a shame as this set of leavers have been a pleasure to work 

with throughout theirs years at the School and we hope they 

continue their rugby journey beyond. It was exciting to see the 

senior girls play their first ever tournament at the London youth 

games in Barnes. For many, if not all, the first competitive 

contact rugby they had ever played. Other sides clearly brought 

seasoned players but our girls stood up to the challenge. Albeit 

unsuccessful in their three games, they can be immensely 

proud of their efforts throughout the season in training and in 

the tournament.  

The senior badminton side travelled to King’s College, 

Wimbledon and included a couple of mixed doubles pairs. They 

won all twenty of their matches. It has been a very successful 

season with the only blip a loss to a very strong Wilson’s team. 

Well done to all involved! 

UAE Cricket Tour 2020 

It gives me great pleasure to tell you about what was a 

magnificent week in every way. During the spring half term, 28 

students and 5 staff members travelled to the UAE on a cricket 

tour to remember! To take students away to play cricket in 

conditions some of them may never play in again and expose 

them to a completely different culture, in sport and life, and to 

see them grow was a great privilege. Two years planning filled 

with risk assessments, itinerary tweaking, kit orders and 

training was all worth it.  

 

With Storm Ciara in full force departure was touch and go but 

we eventually set off and were Dubai bound. What followed 

was four days of cricket for both the U14 and U15 side in some 

jaw dropping settings. Our first venue the Vision Cricket Centre 

was an oasis of green grass surrounded by rolling sand dunes 

and state of the art floodlights lit up the ground in the cool 

desert night. The boys were introduced to the hard-hitting, loud 

and abrasive nature of the pitch and opposition and both teams 

came off second best. The second game was played at the 

Ajman Oval in two more competitive fixtures, again under 

lights, and the boys showed signs that they were adapting to 

the style of cricket with some hard hitting of their own, most 

notably from Alex Holmes (37) and Sam Jenkins (41) in the U14s 

and Jaiveer Johal (46) in the U15s. 

https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/performances/virtual-concerts
mailto:fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


 

With nets sessions and beach cricket squeezed in between 

games there was always something to look forward to. Two 

matches highlighted how special this tour was, both played on 

first class grounds. The first came at Sharjah Stadium, which 

holds the world record for the most amount of one-day games 

played at one venue. The boys made full use of the home 

changing room and viewing area and played some quality 

cricket to match. The U15s were out muscled with the bat again 

but the U14s beat a touring side from Durham to register their 

first win and what a place to do it! 

 

The fourth game was held at the state of the art ICC global 

academy, used by professionals from around the world. Both 

teams had a chance to train in the nets on a track prepared to 

imitate one in Lahore, but the real magic was witnessed in the 

middle. The U15 side came up against the side that had beaten 

them in the very first game. A little wiser now and a little more 

prepared they set about trying to set a decent total. The top 

order struggled to get going and wickets fell at regular intervals 

but the tail was to wag. Iain Westbrook and Lucas Murtagh 

added fifty runs between them and Tiffin posted a decent total 

of 165. Tiffin started well with Rasnaam picking up a wicket of 

his first ball and that was the story of the innings. Wickets falling 

and pressure building and an incredible win recorded 

demonstrating what had been learnt over the week.  

Dune bashing and an interclub seven a side competition in the 

desert on the last day followed, with a trip to Dubai Mall and 

the awe inspiring Burj Khalifa to finish. A great week where all 

the plans set out to be achieved had been.  

We look forward to organising more tours of this nature as the 

benefits far outweigh any cost or opposition. The growth of all 

involved was there to witness and hopefully the effects will be 

felt for years to come. 

Welsh Rugby Tour 2020 

It was exciting to take away, for the first time in a long time, a 

junior rugby squad to the sunny climes of Wales. We set off  

with 42 boys from the U14 and U15 sides and 4 staff members 

on 28th February, a wet and gloomy Friday afternoon. Our first 

stop was Bristol University sports ground where we were due 

to play two touring sides from Madrid. The U14 s, who are as 

strong as we’ve had in recent times, proved to be far too strong 

for the two time Madrid league champions and cruised to 

victory in their game. Tiffin U15s were given a sterner test 

against Madrid and had to play exceptionally well in tough 

conditions to win by five scores to one in the end.  

After a generous feed laid on by St Brendan’s RFC we made the 

short journey over to Cardiff and check in to our YHA. The next 

day was filled with activities including mini golf, bowling, laser 

quest and, the highlight, a tour of the Principality. Storm Jorge 

had the last word that night and our last fixture, due to be 

played in Cardiff, was called off. We managed to get time on 

the 4G at Bristol Grammar School on the way home to play an 

inter club game which saw the boys from two different ages 

group compete well and learn more about each other’s playing 

style which will prove invaluable in the future.   

Exciting times lay ahead for both of these teams and what a side 

they should make come the top end of the School. 

 

Kaps Balasubramaniam, Head of PE 

 



Tiffin School Cross Country 2019-2020 

The season has been a historic one with the school having the 
expansion of opportunity that senior female athletes afford the 
school.  Fifteen new runners in this capacity have competed at 
cross-country whether it has been in for the house in the senior 
open run or in local and national events.   

The winning of the Borough title for Senior Ladies capped the 
Senior, Inter and Year 7 titles for male athletes was also a 
stunning debut for this newest section to join the club. The 
Ladies have won 4 sets of medals over the year. Two at our own 
Dorothy Judge Cup, one at Hampton and one as ¾ of the 
Kingston team at the counties.  

The Senior Men’s team won the Surrey Schools relay and long 

course championships. The junior and inter teams gained two 

sets of bronze positions in their respective sections. The junior 

team also won silver at the Charterhouse southeast fixture.  

The headlines collectively has to be the National relays at 

Coventry with the Ladies’ 25th School and the Gentlemen’s 13th 

school. It is good to see we can compete at the highest level.  

Individual performances include a 4th placing in Surrey and a 

great 1st and 3rd at Charterhouse at the start of the season. A 

student event competed at the last great national cross-

country event of the year in Liverpool, closing out the successful 

Surrey Junior team to a fine 3rd position in the country.  

The coaches Mr Costello, Mrs Davies, Miss Ramsbottom, Miss 

Caudwell, Miss Rawlinson, Mr Latham and Mr Shaw are quite 

rightly proud of the determination and progress of the squad as 

a whole. Overall, a stunning year.   

Tiffin School Boat Club (TSBC) 
 

British rowing remain cautious about 

a return to rowing with no dates for 

crew rowing or competitions to 

restart. TSBC rowers are supported 

at home via online training and a 

competition portal. In the meantime 

staff are spending time revitalising 

boats, such as our Swifts which have 

over 10 years’ service in them and 

are still going strong. Thanks also to 

Colin Weedon for his generous donation to the Club coming in 

its time of need. 

Alex Di Luzio, Head of Tiffin Rowing 

 

 

 

 

De Mortuis 
 

George Perry [1952]  

George Perry studied English at 

Trinity College, Cambridge after 

National Service. There he was the 

editor of the student newspaper, 

Varsity, succeeding the film 

director Michael Winner for the 

position.  He worked at the 

advertising firm, J Walter 

Thompson, where he was credited with coining one of the best-

known advertising slogans of its time: ‘Polo – the mint with the 

hole’ before working for 30 years at The Sunday Times 

Magazine, where he was best known for his film interviews and 

reviews.  He then moved to The Sunday Times newspaper and 

retired in 1998. He wrote numerous books on films and history.  

He died of cancer on 25th January 2020, aged 87. He was a 

frequent attender of Tiffin School alumni events.   

Graeme Watson [1954]  

Graeme attended Tiffin School 

shortly after the War, studying Latin, 

and later Greek and Ancient History. 

Possessed with both a keen mind 

and strong physique, he took up 

rowing as well as boxing, reaching 

the semi-finals of the Surrey Schools 

Boxing Competition during his years 

at Tiffin, before graduating in 1954. 

Graeme won a State Scholarship to Christ Church Oxford, 

where he later graduated with degrees in Classics, then 

Theology. He went on to train for ordination at the College of 

the Resurrection, Mirfield, in the north of England, where in 

1961 he became Deacon. He was appointed Curate at St Mary’s 

Cathedral and took up a second curacy at St John’s, Carrington 

in Nottingham. 

However, Graeme set his sights on wider horizons, travelling to 

Tanzania to become a missionary with the United Society 

Partners in the Gospel (USPG). Graeme relished the challenges 

of working in a completely different culture, and found it 

liberating to gain the new perspectives that such work offered. 

In 1967, he became a tutor at St Cyprians College, Ngala, and 

Vice-Principal at St Mark’s College, Dar es Salaam, before 

becoming Rector St Albans there. During his time in Africa, he 

met his future wife Carol Harper and they married in 1974 in 

Nairobi, Kenya. 

The two returned to their native England in 1977 and Graeme 

became priest for Kingston St Mary, Broomfield and Cheddon 

Fitzpaine, near Taunton in Somerset, where he stayed for many 



years through the 1980s. Carol sadly passed away due to illness 

in 1992.  

However, Graeme was blessed with finding love again, and he 

married Liz Boden at Bath Abbey in 1994. The couple moved to 

Cornwall where Graeme became a ministerial training tutor as 

well as continuing as a parish priest. Graeme and Liz shared a 

passion for spiritual meditation, with Liz holding senior 

positions including UK National Coordinator in The World 

Community for Christian Meditation. 

The couple later moved to London, where Graeme achieved an 

MA in Christian Spirituality from Heythrop College, and trained 

as a Spiritual Director at Worth Abbey. 

Graeme and Liz lived London life to the full in Stoke Newington, 

enjoying the breadth of the city’s cultural richness and 

diversity. Graeme’s first book, “Strike the Cloud: Understanding 

and practising the teaching of The Cloud of Unknowing,” was 

published in 2011 by SPCK, followed by a second title, “The 

Song of Songs: A Contemplative Guide” in 2014. 

Graeme was diagnosed with terminal illness in late 2019 and 

just after celebrating their silver wedding anniversary, 

surrounded by much-loved family and friends, he passed away 

on 12th January 2020, aged 84. 

Graeme will be fondly remembered as a gentleman, a scholar, 

a teacher and a committed Christian. His funeral service was 

lifted by the extraordinary number of moving tributes from 

family, friends and associates who had met and worked with 

him in his various capacities. But above all, he will be 

remembered for his kindness, patience, charm and generosity. 

Francis Watson, Graeme’s nephew and Godson 

Michael Tyler [1955] 

While at Tiffin, Mike was a member of 

the school boxing team, coached twice 

a week by the Art Master, Bert Seaborn. 

He was taught biology by Denis 

Bloodworth, who he said was 

instrumental in promoting his interest in 

biology.  

Fondly dubbed 'The Frog Man', for his extensive research into 

amphibians both in Australia and overseas, Mike joined the 

University of Adelaide staff as a laboratory technician in 1961, 

studying and researching part-time.  

He quickly moved up the ranks holding titles including, 

Laboratory Manager in the Department of Human Physiology 

and Pharmacology, Senior Lecturer in the Department of 

Zoology and Associate Professor of Zoology. In 2002 he was 

appointed Visiting Research Fellow. 

He received many awards, such as the ‘Order of Australia’ in 

1995. His unwavering and continuous commitment to 

environmental protection was recognised with a Lifetime 

Achievers Award from the Australian Conservation Foundation 

in 2019.  

He was the author of a large number of books and scientific 

papers. His last book, ‘Field Guide to Australian Frogs’ was 

released earlier in March. 

Mike died from a heart attack on 26th March 2020, at the age 

of 83.  

Ray Taylor  

Ray Taylor studied geography at Durham 

University, where he met his future wife 

Margaret. They travelled south when he 

became a teacher at Tiffin School. 

Ray grew up in Stocksfield, near Newcastle 

upon Tyne. After moving to the Devizes 

area after taking up a teaching post at 

Dauntsey’s School in 1964, he threw 

himself into the sporting life of the town and soon became 

captain of the town’s rugby club. Ray captained Devizes RFC 

during the 1966-1968 and 1970-1971 seasons; he was chairman 

between 1991 and 1997 and president between 1990 and 

1992. He achieved the unique honour of being the first member 

of the club to have held all three major positions. 

After early retirement, he threw himself into civic life and he 

served on both Devizes Town Council and the old Kennet 

District Council. He was Mayor of Devises in 1997/1998. Ray 

died on 9th January 2020, aged 82. 

Anthony Forbat [1973]  

At Tiffin, Tony particularly 

enjoyed physics, maths and 

rowing.  In 1972 he was awarded 

an open exhibition to read 

engineering at Emmanuel 

College, Cambridge.   

After university, Tony worked for 

Taylor Woodrow as a chartered 

civil and structural engineer.  In 

1984 he joined the London 

surveying practice, Fuller Peiser, eventually becoming a partner 

with the firm. Fuller Peiser later became part of BNP Oaribas, 

where Tony was a director until 2013.  He went on to set up his 

own construction project management consultancy, Forbat 

Associates until his retirement in 2018.  

In 1979, Tony and his wife, Jane, settled in Reigate, Surrey and 

later moved with their family to the village of Outwood. Tony 

devoted much of his spare time to the Outwood village 



community, serving several years as chair of the Outwood 

Village Show and later as secretary of the Lloyd Hall committee 

and as a member of the Outwood National Trust volunteers. He 

was a keen dinghy sailor and a member of Weirwood Sailing 

Club.  

Tony died of cancer on 12th June 2018, aged 63. 

Huw Oram [1977] 

Hugh as he became – went up to 

read modern and medieval 

languages at Emmanuel College, 

Cambridge in 1977 along with 

fellow Tiffinians Graham Gyatt and 

Mark Darby to be shortly followed 

by Richard Webber and Andy 

Martin.  Hugh spent the period 

between school and university in 

Berlin with fellow Tiff linguist Rob 

Lake and the “Berlin Mob” were an integral part of his 

university social life. Hugh met his wife Cecilia in Cambridge – it 

was she who asked him on a date despairing of him ever asking 

her!  Having considered the college hostel was cramping their 

style, Dave Thomas and he spent the freezing winter of 1978/9 

in a superbly located flat in the very heart of town without 

heating or a bathroom.  He became an expert on the showers 

in the different colleges and had to sleep under 3 duvets! He 

and Mark both joined Peat Marwick Mitchell together where 

Hugh had the honour to work in Baroness Noakes’ department. 

Hugh, by then a Chartered Accountant, left Peats to have a 

successful career in Corporate Finance, spending his later years 

at Nabarro Wells. Hugh kept in touch with a number of OTs who 

met up for the Varsity Match each year. Hugh died on 22nd 

November 2018, aged 60 and is survived by his wife and two 

daughters. He is sadly missed. Dave Thomas has also died, 

earlier this year. 

Mark Darby (1977) 

Also, with some obituaries to follow: 

Jim Aston (1941) died 27th January 2020 

Laurie Turner (1948) passed away in March 2020 

John Gilks (1950) died 5th February 2020 

Bryon Smith (1953) died on 30th March 2020 

Peter Jago (1958) passed away in 2013 

Rick Swinson (1960) passed away in 2019 

Paul Flaskett (1961) died on 2nd May 2020 

Trevor Pickford (1964) passed away in January 2020 

Roderick Plastow (1964) died 27th May 2019 

Christopher Bennett (1966) died on 21st February 2020 

Michael Johns (1966) died in October 2018 

Trevor Owen (1967) on 17th February 2018 

David Thomas (1975) died earlier in 2020 

If you would like to contribute to the obituary of any of the 

above Tiffinians, please contact Alex Swift at 

aswift@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
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