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From the Head's Study 

It has certainly been an interesting 

time for schools. Having returned 

from lockdown just before Easter, 

schools have had to continue to 

navigate around all the issues 

associated with Covid. Thankfully we 

have successfully managed to do that.  

Alongside this, with the public exams 

cancelled, schools have been asked to 

assess all their Year 11 GCSE, and Year 13 A Level students. This 

has been a huge extra task for teachers to perform, but once 

more our staff and students have risen to the challenge.  

The end of this summer term also means that our first cohort 

in the mixed Sixth Form will have finished at Tiffin, and 

therefore we are proud to have our first female alumnae. The 

year group have been truly magnificent and the new Sixth Form 

has worked incredibly well; it's just a pity that the whole 

experience has been so disrupted by the pandemic. The success 

of the Sixth Form has been symbolised by the highest number 

of Oxbridge offers we have ever received, which is even more 

impressive in a year when Oxford and Cambridge have made 

fewer offers! 

Our wider opportunities have certainly been badly affected by 

the pandemic, and we have been unable to do all the usual 

things that Tiffin is renowned for. I am pleased to say though, 

that during the summer term, we have been able to play 

competitive cricket fixtures against other schools, and we have 

restarted some of our prestigious music opportunities, with the 

junior boys’ choir performing again at the Royal Opera House 

and fifteen of our students are ball boys and girls at this year’s 

Wimbledon Championships.  Our first residential trip for nearly 

18 months will take place in July, and we are looking forward to 

the restoration of Sports Day, Swimming Gala and the Rowing 

Regatta at the end of term. We are all hoping therefore that 

schools can return to some level of normality as we move 

forward, and as the pandemic subsides. 

We are delighted that the wonderful new extension to the Tiffin 

Sports Centre is now complete and has been officially declared 

open by Alec Stewart OBE, alumnus of Tiffin School and Former 

England and Surrey County Cricket Captain.  Tiffin students now 

have the use of a large gym filled with the latest exercise 

equipment, modern changing rooms and two fitness 

suites.  Due to Covid restrictions, the official opening took place 

online. To see the recording, filmed by our students to mark this 

occasion, please click this link. 

We are very grateful to all donors, parents and alumni, who 

enabled this project to be realised.   

 

A plaque is now in place in the foyer of the building (see below), 

and donors’ names can be seen online via the following 

links:  the Commemorative Plaque and the Commemorative 

Webpage  

 

I hope that all alumni are keeping well, and with the 
combination of vaccinations and testing, we will soon see the 
back of Covid.  
 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter 
 

Welcome to another edition of 

Tiffnews! 

I hope you are all keeping well as we 

begin to enjoy a little more normality. 

We had hoped to get involved with the 

gradual opening up of society 

ourselves, by bringing back the annual 

summer drinks reception in the Head’s 

garden at the school. Unfortunately, the four-week delay to the 

final step out of lockdown has put paid to that idea for now, but 

we do hope to be able to gather again in the not too distant 

future. 

I want once again to commend Mike and all the staff, students, 

parents and governors at the school for keeping going amidst 

challenge and uncertainty. We don't necessarily think of 

teaching as a "front line" activity in a pandemic, but it certainly 
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is just that right now. I know you will join me in thanking 

everyone whose efforts have helped keep the next generation 

of Old Tiffinians learning through eighteen months of 

disruption. 

You'll see from the reports later on in Tiffnews that quite a lot 

of activity has returned to the Dean Pavilion at Grist's. The OTFC 

wins the prize for adapting fastest to the imminent arrival of 

the first female Old Tiffs - OTFC Ladies are recruiting and 

training already. OTCC similarly enters the summer cricket 

season in fresh good health - a fantastic crop of new Old 

Tiffinian players having signed up to play this year. And I know 

OTRFC are champing at the bit to get back into action next 

season. I want to thank everyone involved in getting Grist's 

back open for OT sport, and to encourage anyone reading this 

who fancies getting back out on the cricket, rugby or football 

pitch to give the OT clubs a go. 

James Strong (2003), Chairman of the Tiffinian Association 

Events  
 

 

The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race 
Sunday 3rd October 2021 

 

 

We were unable to stage the race in 2020 but, at present, 

we intend to go ahead with the 2021 race in October, 

providing it is safe to do so and regulations permit.  

Competitors will gather at Dittons Skiff and Punting Club, 

Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton (next to the Albany Pub) 

before rowing up to the start at Hampton Court Bridge. The 

race will start at about 11.00am at Hampton Court Bridge 

and will finish at Kingston Bridge, taking about 25 minutes. 

There will be a spectator launch following the race, so family 

and friends are able to watch from the river. If you’d like to 

crew a skiff (2 rowers and a cox) this year, please contact 

David Gattey at dsgattey@btinternet.com. There is a small 

cost of £5 per head to enter the race and a fee for the 

spectators on the following launch. 

Over the weekend we are also holding reunions for the 

1970 TSBC eight (semi-finalists in the Princess Elizabeth 

Challenge Cup at Henley) and the 1971 TSBC four (who beat 

two Cambridge colleges to reach the 2nd day at Henley in 

the Visitors’ Challenge Cup). We are still trying to get in 

touch with a member of the 1971 four, Dick Miller. If 

anyone can put us in contact with him, please again contact 

David Gattey. 

The Old Tiffinian Social Lunches  
We are hoping that these will resume soon.  

The Tiffin School Summer Alumni Reunion 
*CANCELLED* 
We had hoped that the Reunion would take place in July 2021, 

but due to the government’s extension of the lockdown until 

19 July (after the end of the school’s summer term) this has 

sadly been cancelled. 

 

People  
Tom Barras [2012] 
 

Tom has always been a keen rower 

and his hard work and training has led 

him to compete at senior 

international level. He is currently in 

Silvretta, Austria, training at high 

altitude to represent Great Britain in 

the Men’s Quadruple Sculls the Tokyo 

Olympic Games. He will race the 

heats on Friday 23rd July. There is a repechage (contest in 

which the best-placed of those who failed to win heats compete 

for a place in the final) on Sunday 25th July and the final will be 

on Tuesday 27th July. He previously represented Great Britain 

in World Championships at both Junior and U23 level. In 2017, 

he won the bronze medal for Team GB at the World Rowing 

Championship at Sarasota, Florida. 

Ciaran Thapar [2009] 

    

Ciaran’s debut book, ‘Cut Short’, published by Penguin, will be 

available on 24th June 2021. The book draws on the latest 

research and interviews with experts and interweaves stories 

of characters at the sharp end of Britain's serious youth 

violence epidemic with chapters on subjects such as social 

media, gentrification and criminal justice.  The book describes 

how society is fractured along lines of race, class and postcode 

and is a blueprint for positive change. 

It's a big Tiffin affair - Tristan Bejawn (2008) shot the cover of 

the book and Jake Jones (2010) directed a short film about the 

mailto:dsgattey@btinternet.com
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book, which is shown on Penguin's online channels. Ciaran talks 

to David Lammy MP at the book’s digital launch event. 

Ciaran is a youth worker, social activist and writer based in 

London. His journalism on serious youth violence, austerity 

politics, British multiculturalism and contemporary music 

culture can be found in the Guardian, British GQ, Vice and 

Pitchfork. He has experience developing and delivering charity 

programmes in secondary schools, youth clubs and prisons. As 

Founder of RoadWorks, a music and social education charity, 

Ciaran has advocated on behalf of young people in both Houses 

of Parliament, on national television and radio, and in legal 

court proceedings. He holds an MSc in Political Theory from 

London School of Economics. 

Pavlo Maherovsky [2006] 
 

Two and a half years ago, Pavlo co-founded 

the vertical health platform ‘Honest 

Health’ to remove the obstacles between 

people and better health. 'Hims & Hers 

Health, Inc', a San Francisco-

headquartered, NYSE-listed multi-

speciality telehealth platform has 

recently acquired Honest Health to 

accelerate its expansion into the UK and 

Europe. After Tiffin School Pavlo studied Economics at the 

London School of Economics and then gained his MBA at 

Berkeley and the London Business School. 

 Adrian Janes [1976] 

Adrian has released a set of five 

new discs entitled ‘Count For 

Something’ that explore the 

career of Adrian Borland (1976), 

frontman of the punk rock 

pioneers, The Outsiders. Adrian 

Janes was the drummer, Adrian 

Borland was on guitar and Bob 

Lawrence (1976) was on bass.    

The Outsiders was formed while the musicians were all at Tiffin 

School in early 1974.  A couple of their earliest gigs were 

actually at the school - first in Elmfield and then a second one 

in the school hall.  In Adrian Borland's later career in his 

subsequent band, The Sound, he played in front of thousands 

at festivals (including Glastonbury in 1981), so you could say 

that his performing career started at Tiffin! 

Many of the recordings haven’t previously been released and 

have been carefully taken from the original master tapes and 

cassettes.  A few of the songs were written while they were still 

at Tiffin School.   

Further information can be found here 

1st XV 1968-9 
This photo was sent by George Elliott (1969) from New 
Zealand. If you can identify the last names, please email 
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
 

 

Back Row: Nick Plant, Sam Hinton, Martin Belcher, Tom 

Matthews, Fin John, Dave Pollard, ----  -----, ---- ----, Chris Pink, 

Rob Bishop, ---- ---- 

Front Row: David Wright, --- ----, Neil Bennett, Tony Travers, 

Andy John, Dave Moss-Bowpitt, George Elliott 

Letter 

I was at only at Tiffin School for three years from September 

1954 to June 1957.  At 14 years old, I had to change schools as 

my father moved to a new job in Hertfordshire. It must be said 

that I was not a perfect student.  Learning did not interest me. 

I did not apply myself to my studies and consequently my 

performance suffered.  This continued after my family moved 

from Kingston in my new school – Hitchin Boys Grammar- and I 

left the sixth form with a minimal five GCEs and only one A-level 

in Applied Maths.   

How then did I progress to teaching at a University having 

acquired a Master’s Degree (MBA) from Cranfield University, a 

Post-graduate Diploma in Management Learning from 

Lancaster and a Doctorate in Business Administration (DBA) 

from Henley Management College, Reading University? On 

entering the world of work as an apprentice at British Aircraft 

Corporation I began to see the benefit of learning and 

subsequently qualified as a professional engineer.  After some 

twelve years in industry I was appointed Senior Lecturer in 

Management and Computing at Blackburn College of 

Technology and Design and then six years later moved to what 

is now Bournemouth University as Head of Department of 

Management.  I had various roles there including External 

Examiner for Leicester De Montfort University. 

I now actually enjoy learning, whether to learn the material for 

a new course presentation or simply to learn a new skill such as 

speaking French or playing a keyboard.  I sometimes regret not 

having applied myself in my school days but know that I did not 

have the motivation. There were also too many other 

distractions (I bought a motorbike ten days after my sixteenth 

https://membership.theguardian.com/event/ciaran-thapar-and-david-lammy-mp-youth-violence-and-a-blueprint-for-change-150872643137
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birthday).  As they say, you cannot put an old head on young 

shoulders. 

Why am I writing this?  I suppose it is to say that you never know 

the path that one’s life will take.  I am proud that I was able to 

go to Tiffin School and only regret that I did not make more of 

the opportunity.  Some boys and girls are motivated to study.  I 

was not. The switch came when I started work and realised that 

I needed to learn to get on. It is a shame that switch did not 

come earlier. Still, that’s life! 

Dr Eric Hooper (1961) 

Tiffin School’s Careers 

Programme 
The careers programme at Tiffin 

has been and continue to be an 

important area of change, 

innovation and investment. Our 

ideas and ambitions have 

exceeded our capacity, so we 

have just appointed a second 

careers adviser, Sarah Grigg, to 

work with Helen Varley, the Head of Careers. Our careers 

programme now spans Year 8 to Year 13, through careers 

lessons, off-timetable activities, assemblies and individual 

meetings. Year 7 are next! We already call on alumni from time 

to time to help us bring the world of work into school and make 

it accessible and we thank everyone who has offered their time 

and been involved. We hope to rely on your ongoing support 

with this initiative. 

Hosting future work experience/work visits 

Workplace restrictions, social distancing and working from 

home have made it very difficult for our students to gain any 

workplace experience in the summers of 2020 and 2021 and we 

will be aiming to give students more opportunities during the 

next academic year to shadow or gain experience in work. If you 

would be willing to host a Tiffin student for a day or more, or a 

group for a short visit, please email us at 

careers@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk and we can talk about that 

more.  

It's always a delight to welcome alumni back to the school and 

to introduce you to current students. As we now have the 

routine experience of meeting people remotely, we look 

forward to working with you. 

Helen Varley, Head of Careers 

Tiffin School Maths 
 

This year, for the first time, all students in Years 7 and 8 took 

part in the UK Maths Trust Junior Maths Challenge in April. 

Nationally, just 40% of participants are awarded certificates, 

but 84% of the Tiffin participants were awarded certificates: 

119 Gold, 135 Silver and 61 Bronze certificates. 

Tiffin School Music  
Highlights of Tiffin’s 19 A Level musicians’ final A Level music 

recitals can be heard here. All the Virtual Concerts performed 

over the last few months by Tiffin musicians can be found on 

the Tiffin Music Virtual Concerts page 

 

Music Events 

Tiffin musicians are looking forward to performing to live 

audiences. Depending on coronavirus restrictions, the 

following musical events, performed by Tiffin musicians, will 

take place: 

19 June - 6 July 2021 Tiffin School Choirs perform in La Bohème 

at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden 

29 June 2021 Battle of the Bands 

9 July 2021 ‘Tiffin in the Garden’ Summer Concert. Click here to 

preview some of the performances featured in this concert, 

such as Year 7 performing songs from ‘Wicked’ and the Wind 

Band playing ‘Y.M.C.A.’ 

 

For the latest information on all musical events, please keep 
an eye on the department website 
https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/home 
 

Fleur Smith, Music Department Assistant 
fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
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Tiffin School Sport  
 
Whilst our most senior students have been undertaking the 
final assessments of their school careers and preparing for their 
final weeks of school, the Sports Department has been busy 
preparing next year’s performance groups in the fitness suite. 
While the regular training sessions for summer sports have 
continued, Mr Thomas has been busy providing strength and 
conditioning for the future squads. We hope this will show the 
students the importance of a continuous healthy and active 
lifestyle rather than sporadic exercise and give them a base to 
maintain their own fitness over the summer holiday.  The new 
fitness suite has made it easier to do this and we count 
ourselves very lucky to have such a facility. We hope this 
training will lead to benefits in our performance sports next 
year and we will be sure to keep you updated along the way 
@tiffinsport 
 

School Cricket 

 

Preparations for the return of cricket have been in full flow 

since the beginning of term with over 200 students training 

throughout the week in morning nets sessions under the 

watchful eyes of resident cricket gurus Mr Bala, Mr Williams, 

Mr McCann & Co. The first fixture saw the senior first XI 

narrowly miss out against Hampton School. There have been a 

number of great victories from the senior squads all the way 

through to the U12 B team who hit 5 runs off the final two balls 

to win a thrilling match against Halliford School! Even more 

important than any victory or loss is the huge amount of 

enjoyment that is clear to see from all students who have 

represented the School across the 14+ teams that compete on 

a weekly basis! 

 
 

This season, the rain has often been relentless, but the students 

have managed to play a fair amount of cricket.  The grounds at 

Grists look great under our new Head Groundsman, Matt 

Baker. 

 

School Cross Country 
 

Tiffin School’s cross-country runners have had a most 
extraordinary couple of years, with the newly formed girls’ 
section going from strength to strength.   
 

Last year the girls’ squad won the Kingston borough title, along 
with a great number of medals in other events.  
 

 
 

This year’s Senior Cross Country Squad pictured on their last day 
of Year 13, when by tradition students wear their old school 
blazers from Year 11! 
 

This year a ‘remote’ King Henry VIII Inter-School Relay Race was 

organised, so that schools could still compete against each 

other, even though not all could travel to Coventry. Schools 

were asked to run their local parkrun course, and submit their 

times.  

The event was due to take place in February, but in the end all 

the schools ran a 5km route during a week in May 2021. The 

Tiffin girls’ team were placed 12th in the national relays at 

Coventry and won ‘The Most Improved Girls’ Team’ trophy; the 

men’s team were placed 8th nationally, matching our best ever 

result at this event.  

Tiffin School’s Girls’ Teams 
 

Mr Brown has put together a full fixture list of 9 games for Tiffin 
girls’ rugby next year.  
 

 
 

Miss Buckland has organised 10 fixtures across two squads for 
the girls’ netball team.  With so much potential and talent 
across the girls’ sports teams at Tiffin, we look forward to 
seeing the fixtures lists grow and participation continuing to 
increase! 
 
 

 



Tiffinian Sport 
 

Old Tiffinians Cricket Club 

  
TAL has funded new cover sheets and screens 

and the investment in infrastructure has 

attracted positive comments from both 

opposition and our OTCC family.  

We are delighted to see Old Boys returning and enjoying their 

cricket. It has been a pleasure to field two teams this year as we 

build for the future.  We are looking forward to Tiffin students 

joining the Club after finishing their university studies at the 

end of this month and contributing to our future success. 

The OTCC teams can be followed at oldtiffinians.play-

cricket.com/ 

Athar Khan, OTCC Chairman 
Athar07@outlook.com 
 

Old Tiffinians Football Club  

CALLING ALL FEMALE AND MALE FOOTBALLERS… 

We are looking for new players!  We 

have been delighted with the influx of 

players this season, both for our men’s 

and women’s teams, but we want to 

keep growing as a club! It will be an 

historic moment for OTFC to launch 

our Women’s XI into their first 

competitive season this September - whether you’re still at the 

school, recently left, or you know someone who wants to play 

a high standard of women’s football on Sundays, please get in 

touch with the email below. We are so excited to see so many 

training on a Wednesday especially in the new kit, sponsored 

by Banquet Records!  

Our men’s and Vets’ XIs are also expanding, with up to 7 teams 

combined across all standards and ages - from Tiffinians still in 

6th form, to those who have left in the last few years and come 

back after University, even to those representing the Vets into 

the 50s - and everything in between. Men’s and Vets matches 

are on Saturday afternoons, followed by beers, pizzas and more 

after the game. Women’s matches are Sunday mornings 

followed by a similar format of refreshments!  

For the women’s team - please email us at 

oldtiffiniansfcwomen@hotmail.com or contact us on the 

following social media: 

• Instagram - @oldtiffiniansfcwomen 
• Facebook - Old Tiffinians FC Women 
• Twitter - @OldTiffsFCWomen 

 

For all men’s teams, if you or anyone you know is interested to 

play competitive weekend 11-a-side football, please do 

email oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk, or via the men’s social 

media: 

• Instagram - @oldtiffiniansfc 

• Facebook - oldtiffiniansfootballclub 
• Twitter - @OldTiffiniansFC 
 

 

Alternatively, please come down to join us at our training 

sessions at Tiffin Sports Centre 3G, London Road, KT2 6RL on 

any Wednesday evening (6-7pm for the Women’s XI, 7-9pm for 

the Men’s XIs). 

You can also register as a player for either the women’s team 
or men’s teams directly on our website 
https://www.otfc.org.uk/join-us/player-registration/ 
 

Tom Nichols (2011), Club Secretary 
Greg Nutt (2000), Chairman 
Thaddeus Umrigar (2014) 
Sophie Ramsbottom, Women’s XI Captain 
 

Since the last lockdown update, we have astonishingly been 

able to finish the season for all four Men's Senior XIs, with 

positive results. Both the 1st XI and 2nd XI, captained by Will 

Forsyth (2006) and Joe Yates (2006) respectively are staying up 

after an heroic final day to the season (the 2s, in particular, 

helped by an opposition no-show, boosting them to a solid 6th 

place finish in the league). The 3rd XI, afflicted by some ill-

http://oldtiffinians.play-cricket.com/
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thought through rule changes from the league to accommodate 

the 'post-Covid restart', fought hard and brave under captain 

Sam Edgar's (2004) leadership and entered the final day with a 

shot at the title in perhaps the most competitive division in AFC 

football - the top 6 teams separated by just 5 points - sadly 

falling just short, but ever-deserving of praise (and in our eyes, 

promotion). Conrad Bell's (2000) 4th XI also fought bravely this 

season, and warrant a huge amount of credit for rebuilding 

after combining our 4th and 5th teams from the prior year. 

Overall a big thank you to the Vets for helping out where squads 

were short, doing a good job in their set of friendlies also, since 

their season was curtailed in March.  

The pitches, thanks to sterling work by our expert groundsmen 

James Brickley (sadly recently transferred to Reigate); Matt 

Baker (our newly appointed Head Groundsman); and Corin 

Kent (our newly appointed Assistant Groundsman), were in 

fantastic nick all this year. We have also been lucky enough to 

have a multitude of sponsors support us this year, either 

directly or through our sponsorship raffle - so thank you to all! 

As a reminder, we have a number of kits that need retiring this 

summer. If you would like to sponsor a kit on behalf of a 

business or enter our sponsorship raffle for the new season, 

please email us directly at oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk!  

Or, please take a look at our Sponsors page on our website for 

more details - https://www.otfc.org.uk/sponsors/ 

So once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more for next 

season, our 120th year, awaits - in the meantime, some dates 

for your diary: 

 Sat 3rd July - Club AGM - 12:00pm at Grist's, followed by 
Awards and Euro 2020 Quarter Finals (Covid-allowing!)  

 Sat 7th August - OTFC 6-a-side tournament + Beer 
Festival (Covid-allowing!)  

 Date TBC - OTFC 120th Anniversary UK Tour (Covid-
allowing!) 

We have also been delighted with the great influx of players this 

season, both for our Men’s' and Women’s' teams, but we need 

to keep growing as a club! It's a hugely historic moment for 

OTFC to launch our Women’s' XI into their first competitive 

season this September, and we are excited to see so many 

training down on a Wednesday, especially in the new kit, 

sponsored by Banquet Records! If you or anyone you know are 

looking for a team to play competitive weekend 11-a-side 

football, please do email oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or come 

down to training on any Wednesday evening (6-7pm Women’s' 

XI, 7-9pm Men’s' XIs) at the Tiffin School 3G pitch, London Road, 

Kingston. 

 
Tom Nichols (2011) 
Club Secretary 
Old Tiffinians Football Club 
 

Tiffin Golf Society 
 

Tiffin golfers have braved the good and bad 

weather with mixed results. 18 golfers risked life 

and limb against the elements at Chobham, but 

failed to wrest the trophy from the hands of the 

Old Hamptonians who won the day by a decent margin.  

However we did retain the coveted ash-tray against the Old 

Kingstonians. At Guildford there was no coffee and no bacon 

roll but there was John Mc Nicholas who came home with a 

tremendous 45 points on another day that threatened anything 

that was not firmly battened down. Simon Clews (1981) won 

2nd place and Ian Langrish 3rd. 

Turn-out for these matches was exceptional, which is more 

than can be said for the schools invited to the Surrey Schools 

tournament on July 2nd. My feeling is that this event will take 

place but in a restricted format with no limitation on numbers 

or handicaps. Do let me know if you would like to play if you 

have not already done so.  

 

We should have a TGS away day somewhere so that some of 

our cups and awards can be redistributed amongst the poor 

and needy. I have tentatively suggested Tyrrell’s Wood but I will 

do some research to try and find a course that is attractive 

without being too expensive. If you have any views on where 

we might investigate, do let me know. I saw that the Belfry for 

example, is offering society golf days for £39, but we would 

need somewhere a little closer to home. 

When? Where? What? Why? How 

Much? 

2022 Puttenham 

GC 

v Old 

Surbitonians 

Defence 

of Cup 

Postponed 

until 2022 

Fri Jul 2nd 

9.30 for 

10.00 

Bramley GC Surrey 

Schools OB 

Tournament 

Defence 

of Cup 

£69 

approx. 

Tues  

Aug 3rd 

Hoebridge Kingston GS 

Day Out 

  

Wed  

Aug 11th 

Cowdray 

Park 

Tiffin GS 

Day Out 

 £69 

Thurs 

Aug 19th 

Royal 

Wimbledon  

v KCS  

Old Boys 

Defence 

of Cup 

 

Thurs 

Oct 28th 

Betchworth Kingston GS 

Day Out  
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Do contact me at mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk if you’d like 

to play any of the future fixtures. 

Martin Williams, Secretary OTGS 

An Old Tiffinians Tennis Club?  
 

 

The Tiffinian Association is looking into refurbishing the three 
outdoor tennis courts at Grists.  The courts would be for the use 
of current students, but would also be made available for the 
use of alumni, friends of Tiffin School and the local community.   
 
If you have an interest in playing tennis or padel tennis at 
Grists, please complete the survey by clicking here so that we 
can gauge interest. 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for your support of the 

Tiffinian Association 
 

The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old 

Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building 

activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org 

website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of 

career groups for the benefit of alumni and students. 

 

To expand our support for the School or support the 

Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for 

more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

De Mortuis 
 

David Chaffey [1953] 

David grew up in Berrylands, Surbiton, was 

evacuated with his family to Guildford 

during the 2nd World War and on his return 

started at Tiffin Boys School.  He joined the 

school band, initially as an excuse to stay 

inside on a wet lunchtime, learning to play 

the trombone as this was the only 

instrument available. It was during his time 

at Tiffins he decided he wanted to become 

a solicitor. 

He was also a keen tennis player and it was at his church tennis 

club that he met the girl he would later marry, Sheila. He left 

school at 17 and started working at a firm of solicitors through 

a contact of an old Tiffinian. He was soon called up to do his 

National Service, working on wireless communications in 

Newquay but when he returned he rejoined Hextall Erskine and 

began his solicitor training. He qualified in 1960 and married 

Sheila 2 months later. He became a partner around the time his 

first child Adrian was born and they went on to have a daughter, 

Lisa. 

He was a committed Christian and member of Emmanuel 

Church, Tolworth for many years, being churchwarden and also 

a member of the PCC. 

He took early retirement in the early 1990s and enjoyed many 

happy years travelling the world with Sheila - Europe, 

Australasia, North America and even Honduras whilst Adrian 

was working there. 

David had skin issues throughout his life and in his final years 

had many instances of skin cancer. It was during this time they 

think he developed a brain abscess. He spent much of his final 

months in and out of hospital in the midst of the pandemic 

before being discharged in December 2020. He died on 9th 

December 2020, peacefully at home with his family around him 

and will be sorely missed. 

David’s daughter, Lisa 

John Ebenezer MBE [1956] 

John Ebenezer was born in Islington in 

1938. He and younger brother, Ken, 

together with elder brother Ron, moved 

to Kingston with their parents, Dai and 

Ethel, in early 1952. John and Ken 

commenced their secondary education 

at William Ellis School in Highgate and 
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enrolled at Tiffin in 1952 after the move to Kingston.  

John’s father, Dai, was a keen sportsman and, growing up with 

two other sports mad brothers in Ron and Ken it was no 

surprise that John was a keen and competitive sportsman 

throughout his life. 

He rapidly demonstrated his sporting credentials on arrival at 

Tiffin and in 1952/53 played for the U14 Rugby XV (with 

younger brother, Ken) and for the Colts Cricket XI where he 

“showed good batting form” in a team which won 9 of its 12 

matches. He also joined the successful and renowned school 

boxing club, run by Bert Seaborn, and soon demonstrated his 

prowess by becoming Surrey Boxing Champion in his weight 

and age group. 

By 1954/55 he was playing for the Rugby 1st XV and the Cricket 

1st XI, for whom he demonstrated ability as an all-rounder with 

a very creditable batting average of 16 and bowling average of 

15. He continued with his boxing success, reaching the 

quarterfinals of the National Schoolboy Championships and in 

school boxing matches “demolishing all opposition …. wherever 

it could be found”. 

Sport continued to be an important part of his life after leaving 

school and he played rugby and cricket for the OTs, becoming a 

consistent and important member of the cricket 1st XI and 

rugby 1st XV.  

After deciding that he should probably give up rugby he took to 

refereeing which he continued until he was nearly 60 – as 

expected he was consistent and non-partisan, earning the 

respect of the players of both teams. 

When his involvement in competitive rugby and cricket waned 

he took up golf which he enjoyed on many courses both in the 

UK and overseas. Inevitably he played with the OTGS and 

captained the society in 1997, a year which saw him play an 

astonishing round at Basingstoke where, playing off a handicap 

of 15, he went round the course in gross level par, accruing 51 

Stableford points. 

John left Tiffin in 1955 to pursue a career in accountancy – 

initially signing up as an articled clerk at Herbert, Pepper and 

Rudland in Piccadilly.  Having qualified, his career took him to 

Amp, De La Rue and then to Volkswagen as Finance Director.  

John left VW in 1972 to set up Mazda Cars (UK) Ltd (“MCL”) with 

two colleagues. It was with Mazda that he enjoyed a very 

successful business career, initially as MD and subsequently as 

Chairman. 

His colleagues at MCL have commented fondly of the high 

esteem in which John was held, of his integrity, his calm and 

measured wisdom and astute commercial brain. Many also 

mentioned that he was a fantastic boss that he took care of 

people as a family, that they felt anything was achievable with 

him around, some that they owed their careers to him. In 

running MCL. John made many friends in the Mazda and Itochu 

organisations around the world and memories abound of John, 

who had a great singing voice (a legacy of his proud Welsh 

heritage) in full throttle in karaoke sessions in Japan, and on 

Mazda dealer trips around the world.  

John and Adrienne first got together in 1961 and they married 

in 1964. They had two children, Ken and Sarah, and six 

grandchildren. John was immensely proud of the exploits of his 

children and grandchildren, supporting them affectionately and 

rejoicing in their successes. 

While John’s career and sport were two facets of his make-up, 

his profound Christian faith was the bedrock of his life. He was 

a pillar of St Peter’s Church in Woodmansterne following the 

family’s move to Chipstead in 1971 - Chairman of the PCC, 

leading a Bible Study Group for 40 years, leading a Sunday 

afternoon Special Needs service, greeting families who wished 

to have their children baptized, and running the Pebbles Youth 

Group on a Sunday morning. John’s services to charity and the 

community led to him receiving an MBE in 1998.   

John was a modest and totally unpretentious man in spite of 

the success he enjoyed in his personal and business life - always 

with a smiling face and cheery disposition, he was liked by all 

and always a delight to be with and reminisce with about past 

exploits.  Those who knew him well considered him a special 

friend who was always supportive and encouraging, and felt it 

was an honour to have known him as a friend. 

Keith Goodwin (1960) 

John Fawthrop [1963] 

We are sad to report that John Fawthrop 

passed away 29 March 2020 at the age 

of 74. 

John was always smiling and a pleasure 

to be around. He gave a lot to the club 

and the regatta over many years. 

John rowed at Tiffin School and Kingston 

Rowing Club. He was one of 

the founders of Warwick University Boat Club and later rowed 

at London Rowing Club. He was the Treasurer of the Goring Gap 

Rowing Club in Berkshire for some years. 

 

 

 

https://warwickrowing.org/blog2/2012/1/1/the-clubs-foundation


Dr Peter Bernard Iles [1967] 

Following his time at Tiffin School, 

Peter trained at Westminster 

Medical School, London.   

He was a doctor at Dudley Road 

(now City) Hospital, Birmingham, 

and Birmingham Chest Clinic from 

1981 to 2009. As a consultant, he 

was an expert in a wide range of 

respiratory diseases, especially tuberculosis. He was honorary 

secretary to the Midland Thoracic Society. An exceptionally 

able physician and educator, he was highly regarded by his 

patients and colleagues.  

His outside interests included the French language and 

oenology. 

Peter died at the age of 72 from a neurological illness on 26 

November 2020. 

 Norman Mayes [1959] 

Norman died at home on 10th April 

2021. He was 79 

He was born in Stoneleigh during the 

bombing. Aged eleven, he won a place 

at Tiffins and became a member of the 

choir. At 18 after an enjoyable time 

there he won a state scholarship to 

University College Dental School. He 

took up rowing there and after qualifying formed a dental 

practice in Purley with his friend John Coulson. He worked in his 

well-respected dental practice for over 40 years and was very 

popular with patients and his staff. He finally moved to 

Chipstead in the early 70s where he and Sue made many 

friends.  

He was a stalwart of his local Golf Club and was a long term 

member of the Old Tiffinians Golf Club. Throughout his life he 

was also a keen and accomplished angler and member of The 

City of London Piscatorial Society.  

He is survived by his wife of 54 years Sue, 2 sons and 6 

grandchildren. He had a great sense of humour and will be 

sorely missed. 

Norman’s cousin, Ron Marsh (1958) 
   

 

 

Dr Paul Nurthen [1974] 

Paul attended Tiffin School from 1967 

to 1974. A keen sportsman, he 

represented the 1st XV rugby team at 

scrum half. He became a prefect and 

was a keen member of the Tiffin scout 

group.  In 1974 he went up to St 

Catherine’s College Cambridge to read 

Natural Sciences, where he played 

college rugby and table tennis.  

He then completed a PHD in Metallurgy at Sheffield University. 

He specialised in metal sintering and spent the majority of his 

career working for Powdrex Ltd, where he became technical 

director. 

In 2017 he was awarded the Ivor Jenkins Medal by The institute 

of Materials Minerals and Mining in ‘recognition of 

contributions enhancing the understanding of materials 

processing or component production using particulate 

materials’. 

A keen golfer, he served as Captain of Tunbridge Wells Golf Club 

in 2016. 

Paul passed away on 1st November 2020 aged 64. He is 

survived by his wife Angela. 

Paul’s brother, Mark Nurthen 

Alain Yahiaoui [1992] 

After Tiffin School, Alain studied 

English at St Peter’s College, Oxford, 

graduating with a first class degree.  He 

began his teaching career, as a teacher 

of English, at Imberhorne School 2001-

2003. This was followed by Brighton 

College 2003-2005, Blatchington Mill 

School 2005-2016, UTC Harbourside 

2016 and finally the Priory School, 

Lewis 2016-2019, who described him as ‘an outstanding 

teacher who was highly respected by students, staff and the 

wider community.  He had a real passion for his subject and an 

exceptional talent at making any topic/subject area accessible 

for all.’  Sadly, he passed away on 29 April 2021 at the age of 

just 47 after being diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. He 

is survived by his wife, Liane, and his children Leila and Alex. 

We also regret to announce: 

Steven Barr (1993), former Captain of 1st XV Rugby Team, 

passed away on 21 May 2021, aged 46, after a sudden and 

unexpected cardiac arrest. 



Please send content for the next edition of 
Tiffnews to Alex Swift at: 

TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
or: 

Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL 

by 12 September 2021 
 

 

****EXTRA**** 
 

Tiffin School’s Sixth Form Show 2021 
 

 
 
The fabulous Tiffin Sixth Form Show takes place Monday 5th 
July - Thursday 8th July at 7.00 pm in the School’s Main Hall. 
It’s a fantastic comedy called 'Office Hours' and the students 
have done an amazing job!   
 
It's a Friday afternoon in the big city and, in six different 
offices, six different stories are unfolding at the same time. 
However, they are all connected somehow, from the figure 
skater on the ledge, to the novelist in the closet… 
 
(12+ Recommended: Moderately strong language, sexual 
innuendo, suicidal references) 
 
Attendees will be required to wear a mask. 
 
Please follow the link below to buy your tickets (£7 each): 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/tiffinschool 
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