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From the Head's Study 

It was a pleasure to meet the 

family of the late Dr Robert Seal 

(Tiffin 1967-74) when we unveiled 

a plaque naming one of the 

Biology laboratories after him, in 

grateful recognition of the 

generous donation he left the 

School. Clearly, his Tiffin days 

meant an awful lot to him and it was most interesting 

seeing some of the memorabilia of his time here, 

including seeing him in cricket and rugby team photos. 

At School, we are successfully implementing the move for 

all boys to be equipped with, and work with 

Chromebooks, better reflecting modern working 

practices and opening up new educational opportunities. 

We are also preparing for two other major developments 

next year. Firstly, the move to a mixed Sixth Form is going 

very well, and we have had huge interest from applicants 

wishing to join our Sixth Form in September. Secondly, as 

the next phase of our site development, we are very close 

to starting our wonderful new Sports Centre extension, 

which will create a fantastic new gym as well as two 

further fitness studios and up-to-date changing facilities. 

These developments are very exciting and continue to 

keep Tiffin at the forefront of educational provision. As 

we did with the Dining Hall extension, we shall shortly be 

writing to you to request your help in the construction of 

this latest building development. I hope that many of you 

will once again want to help us, as you did with the Dining 

Hall and earlier developments, in order for us to continue 

to create excellent facilities for current and future 

Tiffinians. 

School, of course, has been very busy in the meantime. 

On the sports front, we have had a very good Rugby 

season culminating in some excellent performances in the 

annual Rugby Sevens competitions. Pride of place must 

go to our U13 side who remained undefeated throughout 

the season, having played 21, won 20 and drawn 1 of their 

matches. Special mention must also go to sixth former, 

Huw Morris who was selected to play scrum-half for the 

Wales U19 side, and recently made his debut in a fixture 

against Japan. On the Performing Arts side, the Choir 

continues to perform to the highest standards at the 

Royal Opera House, the English National Opera, and 

recently at the Barnes Festival. The School put on a 

fantastic production of Oliver in the Main Hall, which was 

transformed into a West End stage! We continue to run 

large numbers of trips both home and abroad and see 

these are vital to the all-round education that Tiffin offers. 

All of this is, of course, in addition to inspiring and 

teaching the boys to the highest standards. 

I look forward to seeing many alumni and former staff at 

the June Reunion. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

Click this link: 
http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html to see the 
latest Headteachers’ newsletters 
Tiffin School Twitter: @Tiffin_School 
 

TAL Chairman's Letter 
Welcome to this latest edition of 

Tiffnews! 

Things are busy in the world of the 

Tiffinian Association. At our last 

meeting, the board agreed to 

appoint James “Paddy” 

McNicholas (2004) as Vice-

Chairman and Toby Brown (1999) 

as Secretary of the Association. We are always on the look 

out for additional volunteers, especially with experience 

in operating facilities and/or fundraising, so please do get 

in touch if you have a few hours to spare.  

The summer alumni reception takes place on Friday 28th 

June, from 7:30-9:30pm in the Head’s Garden at Tiffin 

School. As ever, we would be delighted to see any and all 

members of the Tiffinian community, but we would 

particularly encourage those of you marking another 

decade since leaving the school (the class of 2009, 1999, 

1989, etc.) to come along, and bring your friends. There 

will be a cash bar, and we strongly encourage meeting up 

before or afterwards for dinner and more celebrating.  

We haven’t set a firm date for the annual dinner yet, but 

Tiffinians from the class of 1999 in particular should keep 

an eye out in future editions. I know our new Secretary 

hopes to get as many old classmates as possible back for 

a twentieth anniversary celebration, and I’m hoping he 

won’t mind breaking out his Head Boy skills to get 

everyone to quiet down for my speech… 

http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html
https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends


The trustees are beavering away behind the scenes to 

keep the Dean Pavilion running, and to plan for the 

future. I mentioned in my last letter that we had 

commissioned architects to produce a new masterplan 

for the Grist’s site. That is nearly ready, and I hope to 

bring you more detailed updates in the next edition. I’ll 

also be looking for volunteers at that time to help with 

grant applications and fundraising, so if you’re interested 

in helping out with that in particular, please drop me a 

line.  

On Saturday 6th April, Grist’s will host a special memorial 

veterans’ rugby match in honour of the late Peter Smith. 

Kick-off will be at midday, with both the 1st and 2nd XV Old 

Tiffinians teams playing their final games of the season in 

the afternoon. Peter left a very generous legacy to the 

Association in his will, and the trustees have agreed to 

name the main hall in the Dean Pavilion the Peter Smith 

Room in recognition of his great service over many 

decades. For more information – including to register 

your interest in playing, whether for 8 minutes or 80, 

contact Paddy McNicholas on j1m37@hotmail.com 

Enough from me for now. Enjoy this edition of Tiffnews! 

James Strong (2003), TAL Chairman 

The Dr Robert Seal Laboratory 

Following a generous donation to the School in memory 

of the late OT Robert Seal (1974), we were delighted that 

some of his family were able to join us  at the unveiling of 

a plaque naming room 10 ‘The Dr Robert Seal Laboratory’. 

Robert had been in rugby, cricket and athletic teams at 

the School and along with other Tiffin students had set a 

400m relay record at the Surrey Championships in 1973. 

 
Pictured are Robert’s sisters and brother after the plaque’s 

unveiling 

 

 

The 2019 Tiffin Alumni Summer 

Reunion 

7.30pm to 9.30pm                                          

on Friday 28 June 2019 

 

There’s no charge to attend, but please book your 

place through the TAL online booking process via the 

link: http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/event_details 

or email us at TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or ring                     

020 8546 4638. 

Alumni who left in years ending with '9' are 

particularly encouraged to attend to celebrate their 

milestone year! 

There will be a tour of the School and memorabilia on 

show.  Drinks will be served in the Head's Garden. 

Parking will be available on site. 

 

 

 

The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race                       
Sunday 22 September 2019 

 

Competitors will gather at Dittons Skiff and Punting 
Club, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton (next to the Albany 
Pub) before rowing up to the start at Hampton Court 
Bridge.  The race will start at about 11.00am at 
Hampton Court Bridge and will finish at Kingston 
Bridge, taking about 25 minutes. There will be a 
spectator launch following the race so family and 
friends are able to watch from the river. 
 
If you’d like to crew a skiff (2 rowers and a cox) this 
year, please contact David Gattey at 
dsgattey@btinternet.com. There is a small cost of £5 
per head to enter the race and a fee for the spectators 
on the following launch. 
 

mailto:j1m37@hotmail.com
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/event_details
mailto:TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:dsgattey@btinternet.com


OTA 100 Club 

Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows: 

                                Previous win 

November 2018 £50 Brian Crisp    2015        

December 2018 £50 Andy Langford    2008 

December 2018 £1,000 Mrs Beryl Armstrong 2007   

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian 

Social Lunch. With several wives being present at the 

lunch, the winning of the ‘Big One’ by a long standing 

widow was very popular - who remembers Gus?  The 

other winners have more regularly been successful. 

Congratulations to them and thanking all members for 

their support.   

Greer Kirkwood 

 

100 Club Membership 
 
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the 
Association’s income so please consider becoming a 
member.  The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month 
by standing order.  The prizes are £50 each month, plus 
half-yearly major prizes of £1,000.   
 
The entrance form can be obtained via: 
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be 
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, 
Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483 850705 or   
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 
 

 

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch 

Our ninety-seventh lunch was held at our usual venue on 

Thursday, 13 December, the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 

Ewell Road, Tolworth KT6 7DE - meeting at 12.30, for 

lunch at 1pm, departure about 3pm. 

The nineteen present were: Paul Bettison & Jackie 

Richards, David & Sheila Chaffey, Dennis Clarke, John & 

Julia Dibley, Jack Foster, Willie Harper, David Ingall, Greer 

Kirkwood, Tony Millard, Gordon & Margaret Mylchreest, 

John Pullan, Roy Rathbone, Peter Robinson, John & Glenis 

Wright. 

 
Thanks to Willie Harper (1967) for the photo 

 

For some time ladies have been welcome at this event, 

but on this occasion it got off the ground with 1or 2 

expanding to 5 (4 wives).  Peter Robinson popped in after 

a long absence – while John Pullan, camera in hand, was 

a new visitor competing with Willie Harper. 

An enjoyable time was had by all especially as there was 

an enhanced Christmas menu. 

Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us 

well on the day. 

Finally, the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place with 

‘The Big One’. 

Future Thursday dates are: 
Spring: 4 April 2019 
Summer: 11 July 2019 
Autumn: 10 October 2019 
 
All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring 

guests, please let me know on 01483 850705 or email:  

greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

Greer Kirkwood 

Events for your Diary  
4 April 2019 OT Spring Social Lunch 

28 June 2019 Summer Alumni Reunion 

11 July 2019 OT Summer Social Lunch 

22 September 2019 OT Skiff Marathon 

10 October 2019 Autumn Social Lunch 

 

 

http://goo.gl/5DU3YP
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com


Tiffinian Sport 

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club  

After a solid start to the 2018/19 

season, Old Tiffs 1s have looked to 

push on in London South West 3. Tight 

home wins in the lead up to Christmas 

against Old Whits and Teddington (by 

1 and 2 points respectively) had consolidated their mid-

table position with both promotion and relegation 

already ruled out. It took a dramatic late penalty from 

Gavin Griffiths (2018) to seal the win against Old Whits, 

the young full back once again showing his nerve and skill 

in his debut season for the senior team. 

 

The Christmas break brought with it the 5th annual boxing 

day memorial game which is contested by an Old Tiffs/ 

Leeds Uni alumni side and Cobham RFC. Played at 

Cobham’s ground, the game always attracts a large crowd 

as we remember Matthew Cragg (2011), who tragically 

died in 2014. With Matt’s family in attendance, and his 

younger brother running out for Cobham, it is always an 

emotional day for everyone involved and Tiffs are proud 

to honour their friend and team mate, as well as raising 

awareness for cardiac arrest in the young. Tiffs ran out 

comfortable winners this year with a man of the match 

performance from Tim Fawcett (2011) leaving the overall 

tally at 3-2 to Cobham.  

2019 presented a tough run of fixtures for the 1s as they 

began the year with a chastening loss to rivals Battersea 

Ironsides before gaining vengeance for the early season 

loss by beating Warlingham at home. A second half 

capitulation against league leaders Winchester then 

robbed Tiffs of a massive away win. Winchester also 

marked the last game (for now) for club stalwart Kumara 

Mallikaaratchi (2008) who has sought pastures new down 

under- we wish him all the best and hope to see him back 

playing one day! Tiffs then came up against promotion 

chasing Portsmouth at home, again winning by the 

tightest of margins (30-29) with a 13-point comeback in 

the last 10 minutes with impressive performance from 

captain Tom Carvill and fly half George Taylor (2011). Tiffs 

followed this up with good wins against Petersfield and 

United Services Portsmouth that has resulted in a late 

surge up the table and positioned the club well for next 

season. 

April 6th sees the final game of the season at Grists against 

Old Georgians preceded by a midday Old Tiffs Vets game 

in memory of Pete Smith, the clubs long standing and 

much-loved president. With a hog roast and players 

turning out from the past 30 years, the club is hoping to 

end the season in style with a big crowd to give Pete the 

send-off he deserves. Old Tiffs welcomes everyone who 

wants to play or watch rugby, or just wants to enjoy a 

drink with a few mates on a Saturday. If you’re interested, 

please contact coach Andy Blackburn at 

ablackburn@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk – we look forward to 

hearing from you! 

Alex Cassidy (2009) 

OTRFC say a fond farewell to a Rugby Club Legend on 
6th April 2019 
 

 
If you have not already made an entry in your diary, 
please note that the Rugby Club is planning a special 
day to commemorate a very special person and give 
their late Chairman, Pete Smith a fantastic send-off. 
 
A special game has been organised and 30 Veteran 
players are signed up (pledging from 5 minutes to 80) 
to play against a Barbarians side gathered mainly, but 
not exclusively, from Cobham and Surrey Veterans. 
 
The game will kick-off at midday and will be followed 
by a pitch-side presentation when Pete’s daughter Jo 
and son David together with their respective families 
will be in attendance and the plan is for them to 
present a formal cheque in respect of the legacy he left 
to the Tiffinian Association.  
 

mailto:ablackburn@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


A plentiful supply of food and drink has been 
organised.  The former will primarily comprise a Hog 
Roast and there will be ample opportunity to sample 
same immediately after the Vets game. 
 
All Old Tiffinians and their families, friends or partners 
are cordially invited to attend, to remember Pete and 
celebrate his outstanding contribution to the Club. 
 
Additionally both the 1st and 2nd XVs are playing at 
home that day, kicking-off at 3.00pm and so there will 
also be a chance to stay and watch their final games of 
the season before further sampling the Hog Roast and 
or retiring to the bar for rest and recuperation. 
 
If you’re intending to join us, please notify a member 
of the Rugby Club or email TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
so that we can inform the caterers. 
 
John Wright (1962) 
 

 

Old Tiffinian Football Club  

As the season approaches its final games, 

OTFC turns back and reflects on what has 

gone before, and what exciting things are 

going ahead over the next few months.  

 

The 1st XI after a strong start - and still in a period of 

strengthening under new captain Dicky Bostelmann - 

seem to have finished the season safe, and significantly 

above the drop zone. A lot of tight games, some big wins, 

some narrow losses, and some excellent performances. 

The 2nd XI, led by your humble author, are faring less than 

successfully, requiring goal difference and a statistically 

unlikely combination of wins, draws and losses from 

other teams to stay up. Dan Hogg’s 3s are in a similar 

position, having had a large team restructure this year, 

although are hopeful that can save their season. The 4s, 

off the back of last season’s promotion, have struggled 

this season, mainly through a lack of regular numbers. 

Matt Hurst’s 5s, in their first season, have performed well 

and are looking to finish solidly mid-table - bringing 

through some exciting youth talent. The Vets, however 

are having a storming season. After a number of seasons, 

promotion beckons - Tiffinian legends Dave Harry and 

Justin ‘Sniffer’ Smith after many years playing for the 1st 

XI have decided to bring out their zimmerframes to 

bolster the side - with a lot of successes this season. We’re 

really pleased to have been getting out 6 teams on a 

regular basis this season, and this was meant to be a year 

to secure confidence in our divisions, to enable us to 

continue to grow from strength to strength. 

 
OTFC Is vs Glyn Old Boys, Saturday 23 February 2019 

On the social side of the club, we have a lot coming up to 

tell you about. By the time this goes to press, we’re proud 

to have celebrated the 50th birthday of stalwart 

goalkeeper Paul ‘Cottee’ Cotterell, who has played for 

OTFC for well over half of his life. A huge thanks and 

congratulations to Paul. Our end of season social, aiming 

to be held back at our regular haunt The Canbury Arms on 

18th May to coincide with the FA Cup final, is also sure to 

be a cracker. Most importantly however is our summer 

tour to the northern French city of Lille  from 9th-12th 

August, aiming to play some form of football, tour some 

sort of brewery and look round a stadium.  

 

Further, down the calendar, we’re excited for the annual 

summer 6-a-side tournament to be held at Grists, the club 

development day with a game against the current sixth 

form, and our semi-regular outings to play footgolf. 

We’re always looking for new members, so if you’re 

interested in playing for us, please email 

oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk. Training continues to be 

held on Monday nights at the Tiffin Sports Centre 8-9pm, 

so please come down if you would like to join in. Check 

out our new website too at otfc.org.uk! 

Tom Nichols (2011) 
2nd XI Captain and Club Secretary 
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Tiffin Golf Society  

Tiffin Golf Society continues to flourish and we are always 

happy to welcome staff, parents, Old Tiffinians and 

current boys. Feel free to contact the Secretary, Martin 

Williams, if you need further information:  

mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter 

 
Dear Alex 

I was interested to read that the School is performing 

“Oliver!” in February 2019. 

That brought back memories as I played one of the leads 

in Tiffin’s 1971 production! Attached are a programme 

and news clippings from that time.  

 

When? Where? What? Why? How 

Much

? 

Fri 

Apri 

12th 

Farnham  AGM and 

Sandwiche

s 

£56 

May Fulwell v  Old 

Hamptonia

ns 

To be 

confirmed 

 

May Ashford 

Manor 

v  Old 

Kingstonia

ns 

Match 

Tobe 

confirmed 

 

Fri 

Jun 

28th 

Bramley Surrey 

Schools’ 

Old Boys 

Teams of 7 

+ Extras 

£66 

Thurs 

Jun 6th  

Puttenham 

1.00 Tee 

v Old Surbs   

July Royal 

Wimbledon 

v KCS Old 

Boys 

Match 

To be 

confirmed 

 

Thurs  

Oct 

17th 

Hindhead Day out 

Ticket 

It’s a 

fabulous 

course. 

£80 

 

Mon 

Oct 21st 

Betchworth 3 Ball 

Event 

KGS Old 

Boys 

Invitation 

Day 

 

mailto:mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


 

 

‘Fagin and his boys. Roger Charles, taking 

time off from his budding professional 

acting career, is playing the rascally old 

thief in ‘Oliver!’ for the Tiffinian Music and 

Dramatic Society at Tiffin Boys’ School. 

Junior principals in the show are double-

cast, playing on alternative evenings. They 

are Oliver Hansom and Julian Tucker 

(back), who share the role of the Artful 

Dodger, and Jeremy Gill and Graham 

Frost, who are playing Oliver.’ 

 

Kind Regards 

Jeremy Gill (1975) 



School News 
Tiffin School Rugby Report  

Tiffin rugby has had an enjoyable and fruitful end to the 

season. Saturday block fixtures against Hampton proved 

a learning curve for all but the U13A and U14B teams 

however, the boys gained a lot from the return of this 

historical fixture. This was followed by Glyn where the 

performance of the weekend was by the U12s who 

stormed to victory in both A and B teams against up to 

then, unbeaten Glyn teams. The U13s continued their 

wondrously unbeaten season with a 45 – 0 win against 

Hampton, 50 – 0 against Glyn, 30 – 5 against John Fisher 

and 55 – 5 in the rearranegd fixture agaisnt Harpenden. 

They finish the season with 20 wins and 1 draw. At the 

time of writing they had also just taken their first 7s scalp, 

winning the Ibstock Place 7s (picture below). A season to 

be cherished.  

 
U13s Victorious at the Ibstock 7s 

 
The performance of the season however, is saved for the 

U14s and their coach Mr Ingall. The boys went away to 

John Fisher with little hope of success considering a Tiffin 

side had not beaten a Fisher side in many a year. Win they 

did though and comfortably at that. Special mention 

should go to Alex Cormack who put in his best display this 

season scoring 4 tries on the road to victory. Well done 

the U14s. 

The Senior Squad had been building on each performance 

and after tough games agianst Hampton and John Fisher, 

earned a well fought draw against Glyn that should really 

have been a win. Huge credit goes to the the three year 

11 boys who played the whole game, with Josh taking a 

try as well as man of the match on his debut. This 

experience will prove invaluable in the years to come. The 

1st XV finished their campaign in the usual fixtures against 

St George’s Harpenden and Harrodian. After a executing 

a structured and attritional gameplan, Huw, standing in 

for Sam as Captain after the latter suffered a season 

ending concussion, controlled the game with maturity 

beyond his years to guide Tiffin to a 17 – 10 win. Special 

mention must be made of Huw, who, after missing last 

season with an ACL injury, has now been called up to 

represent Wales U19 against Japan in the coming weeks. 

A high accolade indeed.  

The ‘potentials’ 1st XV for season 2019/2020 played the 

usual fixture against Harrodian and ran out convincing 

winners 44 – 7 thus finishing the season with a played 20, 

won 10, drew 1 and lost 10 record. A promising future 

awaits! 

 
The 1st XV after their win over Harpenden 

 
Andy Blackburn (Head of Sport) 

Tiffin School Chess 

Tiffin qualified for the National Finals in July 2019 at 

Uppingham School after a fantastic win over King’s 

College School, Wimbledon in the Regional Finals 

National Schools Chess Championships (having already 

beaten Wilson’s School and Royal Grammar School (RGS), 

Guildford in earlier rounds). 

 



RCSU Science Challenge 

Two Year 13 Tiffin Students entered the Royal College of 

Science Union’s annual scientific debating and reasoning 

competition. This year Sir Robert Winston asked the 

question ‘How will Artificial Intelligence turn art into 

science?’ The boys’ essays answering this were of such a 

high standard that they were both invited to the final at 

Imperial College, London where one of our students was 

announced as a runner up in his category and the other 

was picked as the overall winner! 

Year 11 Physics Challenge 

Out of the 23 students who chose to sit the Year 11 

Physics Challenge, 3 earned a Gold Certificate, 6 earned a 

Silver Certificate and 6 earned a Bronze Certificate. Less 

than 50% of students who sat the test nationally received 

a Bronze Certificate or higher, and only the top 15% 

received a Silver or higher, so the boys did very well. 

Tiffin School Dance 

The Tiffin Dance Company, made up of boys from Years 7 

to 10, performed a piece they had choreographed 

entitled ‘Energy Within’ at the recent RichDance Festival 

at Hampton School. The boys performed alongside other 

school and professional dance companies in a festival 

created to share the practice and appreciation of dance 

in Richmond and Wandsworth. 

 

Tiffin School Cross Country   

Ollie Coppellotti in Year 12 came in the top 5 in Surrey at 

the County Championships held at Reigate on the second 

weekend of January. This top position also gained him 

selection for the English School Championships. This 

is the first time this decade we have had an athlete at the 

Nationals.  

In February, the Tiffin Cross Country Team completed the 

King Henry VIII Relay Race in Coventry. All boys performed 

extremely well. The A team finished 19th out of 53 school 

nationwide, which was a phenomenal performance, 

especially given the wet and muddy conditions. 

Recent Tiffin School Trips to Germany 

 

Tiffin School has had an arrangement with the Rhein-

Wied Gymnasium School in Neuwied for over 10 years 

and again enabled 16 of the Year 10 Tiffin students, 

studying German to observe life within a German family 

for a week. During their stay, they visited Cologne 

Cathedral, the birthplace of Beethoven in Bonn and the 

‘Arithmeum’, a museum which houses one of the most 

comprehensive collections of historical calculating 

machines. 

The German Sixth Form 

trip to Berlin visited the 

DDR-Museum showing 

life in former communist 

East Germany. They saw 

the Berlin Wall, the 

Brandenburg Gate and 

the Holocaust Memorial. 

One of the highlights of 

the trip was a late-night 

tour of the Reichstag, the German parliament building. 

 



Tiffin Boys’ Choir Alumni 

 

Tiffin School is proud to have a large number of alumni 

who now pursue musical careers. These musicians work 

in many different areas. Please click this link 

(https://www.tiffinboyschoir.com/alumni) to the Tiffin 

Boys’ Choir website to see details of the careers of a 

selection of former members of the choir:  

Bruce Pullan (1961)  

Richard Harvey (1970) 

Garath Morrell (1973) 

Robert Burt (1979) 

Paul Charrier (1980) 

John Bowen (1981) 

Anthony Pitts (1986)  

James Seymour Brett (1992) 

John Pitts (1994) 

Ben Sawyer (1997) 

Sam Evans (1997) 

Alastair Putt (2001) 

James Savage-Hanford (2004) 

Alex Groves (2009) 

Kieran Brunt (2011) 

 

If you would be happy to have a summary of your career 

shown on the Tiffin Choir website to inspire current 

students, please submit your autobiography to 

TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

Tiffin School Music  

Singing has continued to flourish at Tiffin. The Spring 

Term began with the fiercely contested House Singing 

Competition, adjudicated by renowned choral conductor 

Aidan Oliver. A fantastic variety of performances were 

given in each of the four categories, producing a hugely 

enjoyable evening. Kingsley-Montgomery won the 

Partsong category with ‘Just the Two of Us’ by Bill Withers 

arranged by a year 11 student and also won the newly 

awarded Weymes Cup for ATB Solo Performance with 

‘The Clock of Years’ by Gerald Finzi performed by a year 

13 student. Livingstone took the Treble Solo category, 

with Benjamin Britten’s arrangement of the folk song ‘The 

Plough Boy’ sung by a Year 9 student. Raleigh scooped the 

Unison category and won the overall House Singing 

competition with ‘Short People’ by Randy Newman, 

which was sung confidently and performed humerously.  

At the end of January, the Chamber Choir spent an 

afternoon in Cambridge, visiting various colleges and 

singing Evensong with the Chapel Choir of Jesus College. 

The repertoire included Sumsion in A and Elgar’s Light of 

the World. It was a lovely opportunity to catch up with a 

number of Tiffinians currently living in Cambridge, and a 

great chance for the boys to consider the possibilities of 

choral scholarships. A number of boys have been offered 

places in Oxbridge choirs for next academic year.  

 

The Boys’ Choir turned out a fantastic performance of 

Bach’s St John Passion, guest-conducted by Edward 

Higginbottom, for the Barnes Music Festival in March. 

They are currently preparing for a performance of 

https://www.tiffinboyschoir.com/alumni
mailto:TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


Handel’s Messiah, Parts 2&3, to follow on from their 

performance of Part 1 just before Christmas. Following 

the success of Roderick Williams’ workshop with some of 

our older singers last term, in January FoTM kindly 

arranged a masterclass with James Bowman for the 

choir’s countertenors. 

The School Orchestra spent a week just before half term 

in the pit, playing with an incredible degree of 

professionalism for the school’s production of Oliver!, 

which was an enormous success.  

 

The annual School Concert is approaching at the end of 

this term, where the whole of Year 7 will perform songs 

from the musicals Oliver! and Wicked, and a number of 

the school’s most advanced ensembles will play.  

Earlier this term, twenty-four children from Tiffin’s choirs 

sang in a new production of Tchaikowsky’s Queen of 

Spades at the Royal Opera House. Eighteen boys and girls 

from Tiffin Boys’ Choir and Tiffin Children’s Chorus 

performed in English National Opera’s production of 

Puccini’s La Boheme, which opened in November and ran 

to a close in February after a marathon fifteen 

performances. This is the second production of La 

Boheme some of the children have taken part in, as 

several of them also performed in Royal Opera’s 

production last year.  

 

Future dates: 

Messiah Parts 2 

& 3 

St Luke’s, 

Gibbon Road 

5.45pm on 4 April 

2019 

Soloists’ Recital Walden Hall, 

Tiffin School 

6pm on 11 June 2019 

Soloists’ 

Lunchtime 

Recital 

All Saints 

Church, 

Kingston 

1pm on 17 June 2019 

An English 

Coronation (with 

the Gabrieli 

Consort), 

St Matthew’s 

Church, 

Northampton 

7.30pm on 19 June 

2019 

An English 

Coronation CD 

Launch concert 

(with the 

Gabrieli Consort) 

St Andrew’s 

Holborn 
 7.30pm on 20 June 

2019 

Tiffin in the 

Garden 

Ensembles 

Performance 

Head’s Garden 5.30pm on 12  July 

2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 
Kingston Parish 

Church 
7pm on 16 July 2019 

Evensong (with 

the Choir of New 

College) 

New College 

Chapel, Oxford 
6.15pm on 18 

October 2019 

Music with 

Changing Parts, 

(with Philip Glass 

& the Philip Glass 

Ensemble) 

Barbican 8pm on 30 October 

2019 

 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir will be touring Portugal from 20th July to 

23rd July 2019 and would be delighted if any Tiffin alumni 

were able to attend any of the following: 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 
Igreja da Nossa 

Senhora de 

Lapa, Porto 

20 July 2019 

Mass Sé do Porto 21 July 2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 
Old Basilica in 

the Sanctuary 

of Fatima 

22 July 2019 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

Concert 
Mosteiro dos 

Jeronimos, 

Lisbon 

23 July 2019 

  

Fleur Smith, Tiffin Music Administrator  

fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

mailto:fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


Tiffin School Boat Club 

 

TSBC entered the National Junior Sculling Head on the 

18th of March with both boys and girls crews. Always a 

strong field, with usually over 50 boats per category, TSBC 

raced in some highly unfavourable conditions for 

lightweight rowers, placing mid-table with some good 

rowing against much bigger competition. The Year 9 boat 

was the result of the day, coming an impressive 13th 

overall up against the biggest national clubs and private 

schools.  

The Year 10s not quite achieving their potential at the 

Sculling Head went on to come an impressive 2nd place at 

Kingston Small Boats Head the following Friday by a mere 

2 seconds! Seniors and Year 9s came 4th in their categories 

in a strong field. Praise should go to all crews for their 

performances, given the limited training space and 

equipment compared to other clubs and schools on the 

home stretch.  

Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

De Mortuis 

Sqn Ldr Richard Sydney Albion Churchill 

[1936] 

Wreaths were laid in Poland on 

March 24th 2019 in honour of the 

75th anniversary of the ‘Great 

Escape’. 

VIPs, including the Chief of the Air 

Staff, Air Chief Marshall Sir Stephen 

Hillier, travelled to the site of Stalag 

Luft III (a Luftwaffe-run prisoner of 

war camp, holding captured Western Allied air force 

personnel) to hold a commemoration beside the 

opening to the escape tunnel called ‘Harry’. A stone 

memorial now marks the spot where the men emerged 

from the tunnel. It was just short of the nearby pine 

woods and in view of German guards on a watchtower.  

The ‘Great Escape’ happened on the night of March 

24/25, 1944. It saw more than 600 prisoners help to dig 

3 tunnels, referred to as ‘Tom’, ‘Dick’ and ‘Harry’. 

Former squadron leader Dick Churchill, a Tiffin 

alumnus and the last surviving member of the World 

War Two ‘Great Escape’ team, was one of the 76 RAF 

airmen who escaped from the Stalag Luft III camp.  

73 of them, including Dick Churchill, were recaptured 

by the Germans within 3 days. Two-thirds of them were 

executed on Hitler’s orders, but Dick Churchill survived, 

it is said because he bore the same surname as Sir 

Winston Churchill.  

The daring escape was later immortalised in the 

eponymous Hollywood film starring Steve McQueen. 

While at Tiffin School, Dick coxed the 1st four and later 

was awarded School Colours for swimming. 

Dick Churchill died on 13th February 13, aged 99. He 

was modest about his part in the ‘Great Escape’ and 

the School was unaware of his involvement until after 

his death. 

 

Please send content for the next edition of 
Tiffnews to Alex Swift at: 

 TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk  
or: 

 Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL 

by 4 June 2019 
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