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finished. We aim to start using it properly in a few weeks’ time,
and it is certainly going to be another excellent facility for Tiffin
students to benefit from. I would like to thank all those alumni
who donated to the cause. It is still not too late if you wish to
donate and any donations will be gratefully received. Please
click this link to view the Gym Appeal fundraising page.

From the Head's Study
The start of this term has certainly
been like no other. Staff and pupils
are delighted to be back at School,
and it’s great to see everyone again
and to get back to some level of
normality. However, because of the
risk of COVID-19, a huge number of
precautionary measures have had to
be taken, in order to keep the school
community as safe as possible. This has meant a staggering of
the school day with different start and finish times for different
year groups, different lunchtimes and break times for year
groups, minimising movement across the school site, and trying
to keep distance wherever possible. As you can imagine, with
1400 students on a relatively small site this has been an
enormous logistical undertaking. It has also impacted upon
many other things that we consider so important at Tiffin, such
as our huge range of wider opportunities. Nevertheless, it is
good to be back, and as the term goes on our intention is to find
ever more creative ways of reintroducing all those activities
that we value so much. Indeed for the first time, we managed
to play cricket in the autumn term, which is a less COVID-19
risky sport than others! We have also found creative ways to
restart some level of singing and orchestras.
I’m delighted that at the start of term not only did we welcome
a new cohort of 180 students in Year 7, but we also welcomed
our second year of a mixed sixth form. This means that the sixth
form is now fully mixed across Years 12 and 13, and we are
extremely pleased with the way that has progressed.
You will have seen in the news the enormous difficulties and
troubles over A level and GCSE results. This situation created a
huge amount of stress for the School and most importantly the
students. In the end, the results were very much in line with
previous years and with our expectations, and most students
still achieved the grades to go to their first choice of university.
We do hope that whatever happens next summer it will not be
as difficult and chaotic as this year.
Whilst the lockdown was on, work on the Sports Centre
extension obviously had to cease for a while. Once back up and
running it has been a rather slow process due to difficulties
within the construction industry regarding supplies and
contractors, but I’m delighted that we are now basically

I’m also very pleased to report that the meetings between the
School and TAL over the future management of Grists have
progressed very well, and we hope a new arrangement will
soon be in place, securing the future of the grounds for both
the School and the alumni for many years to come.
I hope that all alumni and their families keep safe and well
during these extraordinary times.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter
Covid-19 has been with us long enough
that any way I could open this message
would already be cliché. Nevertheless, I
know many of you are having a hard
time, whether due to a lack of social
contact, economic restrictions, or ill
health. I wish you the very best, and
hope things improve soon.

I’m going to mention some great examples of Tiffinians pulling
together later on – and I’m sure there are others I haven’t heard
about. But first I want to draw your attention to the incredible
job all the staff are doing to get Tiffin School open and keep it
that way. We all know the disruption done to young peoples’
education over the last seven months. I spent several days in
August handling Clearing applications as part of my work as a
university admissions tutor; suffice to say I heard dozens of
stories of lives upended. Keeping the school open and safe is an
immensely difficult task, and one of huge importance to young
Tiffinians. On behalf of all of us I want to say ‘thank you’ to
everyone making it happen.
I was very impressed the other day by images of the new Tiffin
Sports Centre Extension, proving that some things can move on
even as so much else stands still. Many of us remember earlier
iterations of the fantastic facilities pupils can now enjoy. All I
can say is I’m sure the rowers will be very happy there, and I
hope the rugby players enjoy popping in occasionally for a visit,
too.
Speaking of rugby players, I’m sure you’ll be happy to hear that
OTRFC managed to get around continued restrictions on
actually playing rugby by organising a successful cricket day in
August. Between that and OTFC’s socially distanced six-a-side
tournament, I’m pleased to report that there has again been at
least some OT sport down at Grist’s. Particular thanks are due
to Tony Dowsett, Greg Nutt, Sam Dowsett and James Brickley
for getting the Dean Pavilion and the playing surfaces ready for
use after their long hiatus. An extra ‘well done’ to Greg for
bringing in a further £5,000 grant from the Football Foundation
(on top of the £50,000 he secured earlier this year) to pay for
pitch maintenance supplies that will benefit both the OT clubs
and the school. A nice example of the benefits of working
together.
Speaking of working together, I wrote last time about
discussions between the school and TAL about the future
ownership and operation of Grist’s. Those discussions are
ongoing, having been disrupted by Covid and the work needed
to get the school up and running. I do not anticipate having
anything major to report at the TAL AGM in November, but I do
hope to be able to organize an EGM early next year to discuss
substantial progress.
Tiffinian Association events are currently not taking place. I am
sorry not to be seeing many of you for the annual dinner, that
would have taken place in November, and I want to thank the
Dinner Committee – John Wright, Jack Foster, Gordon
Mylchreest and Alex Swift – for the work already done before
the difficult decision to cancel. Fingers crossed we will return in
2021.
James Strong (2003)
Chairman, The Tiffinian Association

Tiffinian Association
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the
Tiffinian Association Limited which will be held 20:00 online
via Zoom on Monday 9 November 2020 to transact the
following business:
1) Welcome to Members
2) Apologies for Absence
3) Chairman's Report
4) Financial Report
5) Appointment of Auditors
6) Elections to the Board of Directors
The following Director retires after many years of service to
the Tiffin Community:
Kieron Garlic
In accordance with the articles of association, the following
Directors retire by rotation and offer themselves for reelection:
Oliver Mackie, Peter Osborne
The following Directors were co-opted by the Board during
the last year and stand for election at the AGM:
Greg Nutt, Sam Dowsett
..ooo0ooo...
At the conclusion of the formal meeting, the Chairman will
open the meeting to the members present for a general
discussion on the affairs of the Association.
...ooo0ooo...
The current Board of Trustees is as follows:
Toby Brown - Secretary
Mark Darby
Sam Dowsett
Stuart Lester
Oliver Mackie
Greg Nutt
Peter Osborne – Treasurer
Phil Phillips
James Strong – Chairman
TAL Manager: Alex Swift
If you would like to attend this year’s Tiffinian Association
AGM, please email your name to TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
by the end of 5 November 2020 and you will be sent the
papers and a link to the meeting.

Tiffin School News

Events

Tiffin School Leavers’ Destinations

Tiffin Alumni Dinner 2020 *CANCELLED*
Tiffin Oratorio Concert 2020 *CANCELLED*

The high achievement of our students, among other things,
allows them to progress to the courses and universities of their
choice, and once again we have very high numbers of students
achieving places at Russell Group universities, and this year 16
students will be going on to Oxbridge colleges.

Tiffin School Service of Nine Lessons
- 7pm on 16th Dec 2020 (to be confirmed)

and

Carols

The Old Tiffinian Social Lunches – these will cease for this year
and will hopefully be able to restart next year. The OTA 100
Club draws have similarly been postponed.

To view the 2020 university destinations, click here.
To view the 2020 university courses, click here.

Virtual Tour of Tiffin School

100 Club Membership
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the
Association’s income so please consider becoming a
member. The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by
standing order. The prizes are £50 each month, plus halfyearly major prizes of £1,000.
The entrance form can be obtained by clicking here and
further information may be obtained from Greer Kirkwood
at 28 Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483
850705 or
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

People
Recently the School held an online open evening for
prospective 6th Form students. To watch a ‘speedy’ online tour
of the School, put together by our current 6th Formers, please
click this link to watch the video.

Tiffin School said au revoir to these staff in
July:
Romer Attenborough, Classics Teacher
Elizabeth Barrett, Maths Teacher and Deputy Head (retired)
Mark Horwood, Head of Geography (retired)
Stephanie Ward, English Teacher
Tim Whittaker, Chemistry Teacher (retired)
Victoria Wicking, Head of SEN and DT Teacher
Angela Wright, Head of the School Office (retired)

Simon Eastwood [1983]
Simon Eastwood moved to the Yorkshire
Dales in 2002. He is now the Centre
Director of the Jonas Centre, a nonprofit organisation in the heart of
Wensleydale.
The Centre is a tranquil holiday centre
with log cabin accommodation. When
the Covid crisis started, Simon was keen
to help those in need locally. He contacted the council and
arranged to offer subsidised cabins for underprivileged
families, carers who need a break, adults with special needs and
those with disabilities, alongside regular rate holidays. The
Centre also offered its log cabins for individuals and families
who are homeless in the Richmondshire district.

Jamie Frost [2004]
Dr Jamie Frost, a Tiffin maths teacher
is a top-10 finalist for the 2020 Global
Teacher Prize, now in its sixth year.
He’s been shortlisted to win a $1m
(£780,000) international teaching
prize after his tuition website went
global during lockdown, helping
millions of pupils in the UK and around
the world to continue their maths
studies at home.
Jamie was one of 12,000 nominees from over 140 countries. His
website, DrFrostMaths, became a lifeline for pupils – and
teachers – during lockdown, offering teaching resources, videos
and a vast bank of exam questions free of charge as schools
around the world were forced to close and move lessons online.
Within a week, page views jumped from 0.4m to 1.3m per day;
there have now been more than 7m downloads, and Frost is
still receiving emails every day from teachers and pupils around
the world thanking him for his support. The site has proved
particularly popular in Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates,
and Frost has even been asked to support younger detainees at
a prison in Ohio with their maths studies.
The website is taking up more and more of his time, but he is
enjoying being back in school and intends to remain in the
classroom. “I just love teaching. It’s something I’m good at and
I love that day-to-day interaction with the kids.”
To watch a BBC video showing Jamie at Tiffin School, please
click here.
The winner of the prize will be announced on 3 December 2020.

Charles Hodges [1969]
Charles’ first novel, 'Vanishing Act'
has just been published. It's about a
73 year-old private detective, Tom
Knight, ex SAS, who lives in
Eastbourne and can't afford to
retire…
Please click here for further details of
the book.

Michael McCarthy (1961)
Michael (Mac), sound designer, was
awarded a Lifetime Achievement
Award in November 2019 by The Royal
Television Society. This award is in
addition to his two BAFTAs.
Included in the citation ‘Michael
McCarthy receives the Lifetime
Achievement
Award
for
his
contributions to television and the “incredible shows he has
helped bring to life” over the last six decades. He has had an
incredible ongoing career, from working as staff at the BBC at
the dawn of Television Centre's construction, to many years
since as an incredibly popular freelancer, witnessing, and
surviving, many changes within the industry.
It is a career that has spanned six decades, the list of incredible
shows he has helped bring to life is endless and many of you in
this room will have worked with him, I guarantee all of you will
have seen his work’.
When we asked for a few lines from some of the people he has
worked with, we were inundated. So much praise for his
professionalism, for his willingness to make things work with
the minimum fuss. They say He's the best of the best, an
absolute legend, the ultimate professional........the Peter Pan of
Sound Designers, and to this day, thankfully, he still has a hand
on the sound of Saturday Night Television’.

Cameron McGeehan [2013]
In August 2020 Cameron, a professional footballer who plays as
a midfielder, has joined Belgian First Division A club, KV Ostend
from Barnsley (Championship) on a three-year contract.

Tiffin School Scouts
Memories of Dr Peter Elliott (1964)
I came to Tiffin in 1957. I had been a cub, and so wanted to join
the Scouts. At that time there were two troops, Woden
(Wednesday) and Freya (Friday). I joined Woden. I was a Puffin,
with grey and yellow shoulder tab. The Scouts had just moved
from the wide brim hats to berets, but still paraded at the start
of the meeting with scout staves (shoulder-high wooden poles),
kept stood in holes at the back of the Patrol lockers. After flag
break there were patrol activities, often outside, including
things like pioneering and tracking, around the grounds. I
remember there was a tea provided by parents in the old dining
hall before the meeting. The uniform was blue and red, not the
standard khaki, with shorts, and was purchased from Bob
Simisters, the Scout shop in town. Our scarf colour was blue,
with a separate white one for special occasions (parades etc.)

There was a St Georges Day Parade for example. When I joined,
we were “Kingston Schools Scout Group” and there were some
pupils who came over from the Grammar School. The numbers
fell away, and the troop then became “Tiffin School Scout
Group”. Proficiency badges could be gained, and often teachers
would be used as examiners. Denis Bloodworth, Head of
Biology, was amazed that I didn’t have to know how
photographic prints were made, for the photographer badge.

The meeting place was a wooden hut, just inside and to the left
of the main entrance. It was originally heated by a wood
burning stove, and had a separate “Seniors Room”, and a Rover
den in the building just to the right of the main entrance. At the
beginning of the 60s, the hut was pulled down, and a new one
erected, I think from an old army hut from Richmond Park, with
a wooden floor (I think salvaged from Woolworths). This was all
the work of Keith Southan (Marcus), and the troop and parents,
under the guidance of Rikki Turner, did the demolition and
rebuilding. The kit from the stores went into the bomb shelters
near the dining hall for safe keeping. We met in Elmfield or the
gym for a time. The new hut had egg cartons between the walls
as insulation, and electric fan heaters. I visited it in the early
90s, There was a small kitchen and leaders’ room at one end,
and a Senior Scout room at the other end. There were table
tennis tables in the hall, which could only be used by scouts!
When the new hut was opened by the Scout County
Commissioner, I had the honour, as a Queen’s Scout, of holding
the door open. The hut was also used during the Tiffin Fair,
mostly as a penny arcade. One year, scouts were taught how to
not lose at naught and crosses, with people paying for a go and
winning money if they beat the scout. One scout had to be
rescued as he was being beaten repeatedly by someone else
who knew the techniques. One year we had a haunted house,
pushing people in wheelchairs between rows of tents and
squirting them with water and jumping out and screaming!
The Troops were run by Marcus as GSL (Group Scout Leader)
and teachers from the school as SLs (Scout Leaders) Kim Jeffery
was Woden and Derek Jeynes was Freya. Later Pip Adlem
became the leader. When he left, there were no teachers
willing to take on the by then only troop. I was in the 6 th form
by then, so became an ASL (Assistant Scout Leader) with
Marcus officially in charge. I lived at home at first when I went
to study medicine at the London Hospital, and for a couple of
years continued to get back early on a Friday to run Troop
Night.
Each year there was a Summer Camp in a different area. My
first was in Bassenthwaite in the Lake District. We also camped

in the Brecon Beacons in Wales, Wicklow in Ireland, and
Loosduinen in Holland. There was a camp on Skye, while I was
away in Marathon, Greece for the World Jamboree. We also
had Easter camps, often at Polyapes site in Surrey. We camped,
and cooked in Patrols mostly. Water was often from a nearby
river, and we dug latrines for toilets. We travelled to camp by
train usually, with the kit in the luggage compartment. At our
destination, the kit was piled into a lorry and driven to the site,
with youngsters perched on the kit as well. At the
Bassenthwaite camp, we hiked upriver in the middle of the
week, and found a dead sheep in the river! We boiled all our
water, so no one had any ill effects. We usually managed to
dam the river for a swimming area too. Activities included
pioneering, hikes and wide games. At New Year there would be
a Patrol leader expedition to a youth hostel with lots of hikes
from the base.

Cooking at camp was usually over open fires by patrols, which
meant building a big woodpile! The menu always included “gut
buster” steamed pudding. One camp we had a day of central
cooking because of other activities. The meat was ready long
before the potatoes, so Kim called us all together, and
convinced us we were going to have a “Russian meal”: meat
first, then a game of football, followed by the vegetables. I think
some of the younger scouts believed! We had a traditional
campfire in the evening, with sketches and songs. These
included versions of the School song “In days of old…” which I
can still remember.

Other activities included rolling the prize spills for the Tiffin Fair
“starlet” prize stall. The scouts were trusted, and there were
not many with rude comments added! The elastic bands from
this stall were gathered up and made great weapons to flick
from a 6” ruler. We also took part in competitions. I remember
one where we collected chocolate wrappers. The maths
teachers worked out all the possible combinations for the
multiple-choice questions, and we scouts had to come up with
tiebreaker “bon mot”. Another regular was the jumble sale, a
massive event which took over the gym, with a canvas cover on
the floor to protect it, which raised funds towards equipment
etc.
We took part in outside events too. The scouts were part of the
guard of honour lining the streets for the Queen’s visit in 1961.
I also took part in a Kingston-wide gathering of scouts when the
Duke of Edinburgh came to encourage the participants in the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. I was also at Operation
Touchdown when the Chief Scout came to visit.

Tiffinian Sport
Old Tiffinian Rugby Club
Old Tiffinians RFC continue to host Covid-secure training
sessions at Battersea Park under the floodlights. New members
are encouraged to join the sessions starting at 8pm every
Wednesday. In order to comply with the latest measures and
guidance given by the RFU, team numbers are limited to ten-aside with small groups taking part in drills where necessary.
Amateur rugby union is still in the Stage D of the RFU’s return
to play guidance. Matches will not be held until January 2021 at
the very earliest. Eager not to let the momentum of last
season’s promotion to London South West 2 – the highest the
Old Tiffs have ever been in the rugby pyramid – die down, the
club are preparing a number of exciting items of stash for
players and members alike.
Elsewhere, the incredible fundraising campaign for the Stephen
Lawrence Trust finally concluded. After initially just setting out
to complete the one-way virtual journey of 6,447km from
Kingston to Minneapolis – where American, George Floyd was
killed – the team eventually ended up doing the return leg too.
Over £7,000 was raised after the side completed around
13,000km through running and cycling. The brainchild behind
the fundraising idea was committee member Jack Corcoran
who co-ordinated a brilliant social media campaign. The
committee have held virtual meetings as the side looks to plan
for its exciting future in a new division, whenever that will be.

Old Tiffinian Football Club
We did occasionally travel in the school bus. I remember
returning from a Gang Show in Richmond one year, in the fog.
One of the leaders walked ahead with a Tilley (paraffin) lamp to
guide us. I enjoyed my Scouting and continued as a leader in
adult life. This “community service” was one of the reasons I
was awarded the MBE in 2008.

Thank you for your support of the
Tiffinian Association
The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old
Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building
activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org
website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of
career groups for the benefit of alumni and students.
To expand our support for the School or support the
Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for
more information.

With the 19/20 season prematurely curtailed in
March due to the ongoing public health crisis,
the club focused on internal matters for much
of April, May and June. Whilst the league
engaged in their customary summer
reorganisation, Greg Nutt (Chairman) (2000) and Sam Edgar (3s
Captain) (2002) led an overhaul of our changing facilities and
bar in the old boys pavilion. External funding has enabled us to
invest in some new technology for the groundsman, finally
allowing the on-pitch experience to match that of our
hospitality. Many will be relieved to hear that the drainage in
the lower field has now been fixed.
The summer months summoned forth a welcome opening up
of amateur sport, enabling the club to initially return to fitness
training, and then, eventually, to full contact association
football (for some reason this was far better attended). The
ever popular annual 6-a-side tournament delivered a welcome
dose of both competitive endeavour and funding, with the first
XI team coming out on top via a nerve-wracking penalty
shootout. The club also have a new sponsor, Kingston music
stalwarts Banquet Records, owned by Jon Tolley (1995), with

whom we are looking forward to a long and productive
relationship.
The biggest news of the year is the establishment of the first
ever OTFC Women’s XI. With the help of Sophie Ramsbottom,
the team are training Wednesday evenings from 6-7pm at the
Tiffin School 3G pitch, with the intention to progress this to
playing competitive games on Sunday mornings at Grists. New
players are very welcome, as they are for the men’s sides, so do
get in touch if you would like to play for either. Please email
oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or contact us via our social media
channels for more information.

Year-group bubbling has necessitated the creation of new
ensembles, and the school now boasts eight choirs: a treble
choir for each of years 7, 8 and 9, cambiata groups (groups for
newly changed boys’ voices) for years 9, 10 and 11, and a
chamber choir for each of the Sixth Form years. This
arrangement is working really well, and the number of singers
in the school has grown as a result. The Lower Sixth Chamber
Choir is particularly notable in this regard, as of the eighteen
singers, all but three are new to the school choirs, and the
progress of the group in the few weeks since the start of term
is extremely impressive. We are hoping to reinstate Evensongs
at St Luke’s church after half term, and there are plans afoot for
a number of virtual performances. For information about future
events, please keep an eye on the Music Department website.
The preliminary rounds of the Piano Competition are currently
taking place, with the highlights shown online on November
4th. The final will then take place on Wednesday 11th
November, with pre-recorded performances from the finalists,
and live adjudication online.

Photo of our new Banquet Records sponsored jersey
for the Women’s XI
All sides are now (just) into their 20/21 seasons. Best of luck to
them all, particularly to new 2s captain Joe Yates (2004) and
new 3s captain Sam Edgar (2002) both of whom we know will
do a fantastic job.
James Evans-Rong (2000)

Tiffin School Music
In previous terms, writing this report has felt like an exercise in
the etiquette of name-dropping (how many of London’s
professional orchestras is it acceptable to name in one
paragraph? Do we really need to mention that the boys are
singing in La Boheme again?). This year, as we’re all too well
aware, is different. With opera houses and concert halls closed
and struggling, many of the fantastic opportunities that our
pupils have come to take almost for granted have been
‘postponed’ indefinitely. Who knows when a line of trebles in
striped blazers will next contribute their “bimms” and “bamms”
to a Mahler symphony?
This, however, is Tiffin, and there are some traditions not even
a pandemic is getting in the way of. The term began with every
Year 7 singing ‘Consider Yourself’ to the rest of his class on their
very first day. The school ensembles have been rehearsing
weekly as usual, except that rehearsals now fill the entire
department and occasionally spill out onto the field, with each
year group in a different area. Peripatetic lessons have resumed
and are as popular as ever. In fact, the Music Department is
much the same as before, except, with all doors open, much
louder.

If you would like to tune in to these events, please use these
links below, alternatively you can access the virtual concerts on
the Music Department website:
Piano Competition Preliminary Round Highlights: 7pm
Wednesday 4th November 2020 - click here to attend
Piano Competition Final: 7pm Wednesday 11th November
2020 - click here to attend
Fleur Smith, Music Department Assistant

Tiffin School Sport
It has been an age since our last report but it is brilliant to be
finally able to give you an update on Tiffin sport and how we
have tried to adapt to the situation we all now face. It is easy to
think that arriving back at school would signal a return to
normal service in our field but as we have seen all over the
country this is not the case. The restrictions that each governing
body has laid out along with our new timetable, bubbles and
separation procedures have made designing a schedule for
clubs, training sessions and even fixtures a inextricable task.

Director of Sport, Andy Blackburn, has had the unenviable
assignment of finding time, space and staff for as many
activities as possible and that he has done! With four weeks of
term under our belt, we are now offering rugby, cricket,
badminton, basketball, netball, rowing, volleyball and strength
and conditioning sessions to all relevant age groups. Our new
strength and condition coach, Chris Thomas, has been a great
addition to our staff and has been heavily involved in curricular
and extra-curricular sport.

With the ECB and government giving us the thumbs up for
competitive cricket fixtures against other school we have
jumped at the chance! Able to count the number of schools in
surrey that have taken this up on one hand has meant that
fixtures haven’t come thick and fast, but as a start to cricket in
the autumn term, RGS Guildford were our opponents on the
19th September. We have not played them in a block fixture for
over 10 years and it was nice to host four games at Grists and
travel to Bradstone Brook for two others. Teams were kept in
their year group bubbles, which meant our seniors, who would
normally be mixed from 5th form up, were of a mixed ability but
played with great spirit and came off second best in all three
games. Our juniors fared better with our U14s winning
handsomely and our U13s narrowly losing what was their first
ever game for Tiffin School. A weekend of in-house matches will
be followed by a trip to Hampton School where five Tiffin teams
will test themselves in an age-old derby.

Split lunch, period 7s and staggered starts to the day has meant
compressed sessions a lot of the age group teams and clubs but
all the pupils have seized the chance to relieve themselves and
screen time and get active again with friends and peers alike.
With seasoned coaches and new staff understanding the
importance of this, there has been a massive effort from all to
supervise and run sessions in what already seems a busy
enough period. Long may this continue and, as we hope and
pray for a healthy winter for all, we look forward to being given
the green light for more competitive fixture and open training
sessions.

7:15am no longer feels early but is the natural start of a sportfilled day with the sound of bat on ball in the nets and
basketballs in the sports hall. PE lessons begin with S&C and
then move into skills then a game with fitness testing and
analysis a priority now with the target of high achievement for
all. Two lunches motion the conveyer belt of year groups in and
out of the multi-use games area (MUGA), sports hall and field
with all involved arriving to school in kit to allow for more
activity. Period 7 to end the day allows two rounds of practices,
albeit shorter, in all the same spaces with staff returning from
the ‘normal’ games sessions at Grists to make this all possible.
We believe that in times like these it is even more important to
provide these opportunities to our students not just for their
continuing development as sportsmen and women but to help
with issues that may not be so easy to talk about. To be healthy
in mind and body stands at the forefront of what we are
building here with the sports programme at Tiffin and we look
forward to the success this will bring us all.
Kapilan Balasubramaniam, Head of PE

Christopher Thomas, Head of Strength and
Conditioning – a new role at Tiffin School
His previous roles include:
Academy Strength and Conditioning
Coach @ Watford Football Club
Head of Strength and Conditioning @
Whitgift School Cricket Academy
Strength and Conditioning Internship
@ Exeter Chiefs Rugby Club 1st Team

The school has shown great ambition and commitment to this
project, including investing in a state of the art strength and
conditioning facility and fitness testing equipment. Once the
new fitness facility is open in the coming weeks, I will be mainly
based in the gym working with our student athletes to increase
their athletic ability, whilst continuing to assist and lead session
outside focusing on speed development. I aim to help as many
students as possible, students don’t have to be an aspiring
athlete to come and speak to me, my door is always open!’

A Year 9 student is a winner of ‘The Best
Historical Story Competition 2020’
The Historical Association has
awarded Ben Luca Atassi Quinton a
prize in this year’s competition. His
story, entitled ‘The Screams of
Protest’, is about Peterloo and the
1984 miners’ strike.

As a strength and conditioning coach, he has three main goals:
1) to improve athletic performance
2) to reduce athletic injuries
3) to teach lifelong fitness and movement skills
‘Here at Tiffin I am very open to helping anyone who has an
interest in either their sporting performance or just there
general health; If students have any questions about nutrition,
an injury or just want a chat about how I can help they are free
to come and see me.’
Sport has evolved over the past five years with strength and
conditioning and specialised coaches driving the level of
performance up. I was attracted to the prospect of Tiffin School
because of the huge potential that it has to be one of very few
state schools who can provide academic excellence combined
with sporting success at the highest level. The foundations for
this success are very much already in-place here at Tiffin thanks
to the excellent coaching and overview of the PE department
and all of the teachers who run individual sports teams who
continue to drive participation, progression, and performance.
My role is to work with this fantastic team to build on these
foundations and design programmes which can maximise our
sport player’s current performance, whilst providing them with
all the skills to be able to successfully transfer to the next stage
of their playing career, be that playing community sport,
university level or national representation.
This is a long term project which has already started. I have
designed a Long Term Athletic Development Programme which
details what movements and skills each student will be working
on, from Year 7 through to Year 13. This programme will take
place at the start of every PE lesson and will be embedded in
every sport played at Tiffin. I will also be working with as many
Tiffin sports as possible, namely; Rugby, Cricket, Rowing and
Netball. These sports have designated strength and
conditioning sessions with me which are currently being run in
the sports hall working on sprint mechanics and fundamental
movements such as squats, lunges etc.

Ben Luca’s story can be read via this
link.

De Mortuis
Dr John Givans [1954]
Dr John Givans passed away on
15th January 2020, aged 87.
At Tiffin School, he played piano
and played the cornet in the
school band. He was a keen
sportsman, playing rugby as a
winger for his House (Kingsley)
and the School. He excelled as an
athlete specialising in 220 yard
and competed in the Amateur
Athletics Association in his age
group.

He went to medical school at the Middlesex Hospital, London
qualifying in 1957. Following this he joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps in 1959 and enjoyed postings in Bahrain, and
Germany. In 1967 he joined a GP partnership in Harrogate.
Alongside his GP career, he was elected to the North Yorkshire
Local Medical Committee (LMC) in 1970, and appointed
Medical Secretary in 1984 and for Bradford LMC in 1988. He
continued as Chief Executive of both until 2008. In 2013, the
LMCs awarded him the title of Honorary President. He was a
member of the British Medical Association (BMA) from 1976
and elected to the General Practitioners Committee of the BMA
in 1986. He was also Secretary to the Harrogate Division of the
BMA for over 20 years, and a member of the Yorkshire Regional
Council of the BMA. He was appointed a Fellow of the BMA in
1997 and awarded the BMA Medal in 2014 - granted to BMA
Members who have displayed outstanding and sustained
national service to the BMA.
He was Chairman of the Cameron Fund, a national charity for
GPs and their dependants, offering help in times of poverty,
hardship or distress. Please click here to view the charity’s
details.
Belinda Smith, daughter

John Glasscock [1946]
John Lewis Glasscock, Foundation
Governor of Tiffin School, Chairman
and Life Vice-President of the Old
Tiffinians, died peacefully on the 24th
August, aged 92.
Whilst it is impossible to do justice to
his lifetime of achievements here,
even an overview can attest to the
volume of his character and unending dedication.
Known as one of the most prominent and successful of the Old
Boys, John left school in 1946, having spent his childhood in
Worcester Park with his brother and fellow Old Tiffinian, Robin.
Whilst one school report saw him infamously branded as “all
round lazy”, one only needs to glance at the Honours Board in
the school hall to see his far-reaching achievements during his
school years and beyond; Head Boy, Surrey Major award
recipient and Chairman of the School’s Governing Body, to
name a few.
Alongside employing his leadership qualities as Head Boy, John
combined them with his love of, and aptitude for, sport whilst
captaining the school’s rugby, football and cricket teams. This
pattern extended into his academic career at University College
London, captaining its cricket and rugby teams, before
returning to captain the Old Tiffinian rugby and cricket teams.

In retirement he became a keen golfer and had regular
involvement with the Old Tiffinian Golfing Society.
John served as a Governor of the School from 1972 to 1991,
with 11 years as Chairman, handling his duties impeccably and
with purpose, earning him great respect and admiration. His
legacy can still be felt at the School, having been a bastion for,
and heavily involved in, the building of the Chester Centre for
Creative Studies, which was one of his final achievements as a
Foundation Governor.
Past the classroom and sportsfield his professional career
began at Hawker Aircraft in 1953, joining as a Secretarial
Assistant. Amongst other appointments he became Director
and General Manager of Hawker Siddeley Aviation before going
on to achieve a distinguished career with British Aerospace,
concluding as a Main Board member, retiring in 1987.
John also served the Kingston Court as a Justice of the Peace
from 1968 to 1981.
Broadly, he was recognised and renowned for the quality of his
character. John was a dedicated family man; fiercely loyal and
overwhelmingly generous.
Those who knew him will
remember his eternal optimism, inquisitive nature and kind
heart.
He leaves behind his wife, Anne, his two sons, David and
Stephen, his four grandchildren, Jack, Ben, Gemma and
Thomas, his brother, Robin and numerous friends whose lives
he touched in many ways.

Dr Anthony Goodbody [1952]
Dr Tony Goodbody passed away on
14th June 2020, aged 86. From
Tiffins Tony went on a scholarship
to Imperial College London where
he gained first a BSc and then a
PhD. He worked briefly for the
optical firm Hilger and Watts and
then for English Electric in Kingsway
where the computer took all the
space in a very large room. In 1961
he was appointed lecturer in Applied Mathematics at Liverpool
University where he remained until retirement.
He was well known in the philatelic world, publishing a number
of books on the topic of trains on stamps and was a founder
member of the Railway Philatelic Group later becoming the
President. His final home was in Clitheroe Lancs. where he was
an active member of his church and the Civic Society, adding
postcards to his collecting interests. He was always appreciative
of his education at Tiffins particularly in the Sixth form where
he blossomed. Two of his sons followed in his footsteps,
becoming Queen’s Scouts.

Dave Morris, 1st XV Rugby Coach
Dave was a widely adored icon of
Tiffin Rugby, coaching the 1st XV for
over 40 years before retiring in
2015.
He grew up in the Lake District,
where he played rugby for Kendal
RUFC and represented Cumbria at
water polo, before studying at St
Luke’s Campus, Exeter University.
After university he worked at St
John’s, Leatherhead for a couple of
years before moving to Tiffin School to be in charge of rugby,
where he dedicated his life to giving generations of Tiffinians
their love for the sport.
Dave spent decades of cold and wet Saturdays down at Grists,
where he’d stand tall and proud in his antique brown puffer
jacket, un-phased by the conditions. His comedic brilliance
would make any situation, any loss just that little bit better. He
built copious friendship groups and made players believe that
regardless of how privileged, well drilled and big the opposition
were, the players could go out and beat them. During his time
at Tiffin, posts he held included Head of Rugby, Head of Games
and Director of Sport. He constructed a fixture list containing
some of the best rugby schools in the region and aided the
progress of Jeff Alexander to Quins and Rob Henderson to
Ireland and the Lions.
Dave was committed to making everyone feel a special part of
his teams and this was a golden and unique gift. A coach,
mentor and friend to every Tiffinian that wore the blue, white
and red hoops.
Dave passed away on 12th August 2020, aged 73, after battling
cancer for some time.

Howard Watson, Deputy Head
Tony Dempsey, Headteacher, wrote
the following in 1996 on the
retirement of Howard from Tiffin
School:
‘Howard Watson retired on 31
August 1996 after a distinguished
career at Tiffin beginning in
September 1970. His biography
should be called ‘The Physics
Business’. He came as a Physics
teacher and Brigadier J.J. Harper,
who appointed him, wrote at the time ‘We shall certainly be
able to give Mr Watson the opportunity to obtain results under
most favourable conditions, and this should eventually lead him
to headship of department and possibly beyond.’

It was soon clear that he intended much more. Howard was
promoted through Head of Middle School (1976), Senior
Teacher (1981), Head of Upper School (1983), to Deputy Head
(1986). In addition to these formal titles he took on editorship
of The Tiffinian, assistant timetabler and Technology coordinator. He was very much at home being Treasurer of the
Fair, and in those days the Fair made almost as much as the
School was given by the Royal Borough of Kingston. Then there
were all those ceremonial occasions such as Carol Services,
Founders’ Days and Speech Days in which he fully participated.
Indeed, Howard has always taken on more than his fair share in
organising and being involved in things Tiffinian, and he showed
particular interest in Cricket, the Oratorio and photography.
He taught Physics very successfully to the highest levels, and
one of his many purpose in life has been and will continue to be
the pursuit of Physics, especially through the Institute of
Physics, with the hope that young people will enjoy the subject
and perhaps even go on to teach it. Many Old Tiffinians will
remember with gratitude his teaching of scholarship Physics in
the Upper Sixth.
Then, suddenly, Local Management of School was upon us and
we began at last to be able to take responsibility for our own
affairs. Howard spent many frustrating hours sorting out new
computerised finance systems and agonising over the balancing
of budgets. So, in 1992-3, preparing for Grant Maintained
Status, and implementing it in January 1993, was a natural step.
It was a brave and right decision to move from Physics teaching
to Deputy Head Resources full-time. The School owes an
enormous amount to Howard for getting the financial and
administrative side going in an exciting but uncompromising
and exacting world. He made this job his own and relished the
challenge. The system has stood up to our Auditors and to the
National Audit Office inspection. All in all, this is an outstanding
achievement, based on an unselfish dedication to the School.
To the Senior Management and to me in particular, Howard has
been a great support someone to enjoy working with, and a
friend. I shall very much miss him, as will the School as a whole.’
Following his retirement, Howard continued to support the
School by chairing Tiffinian Limited, the School’s charity and by
attending school events, accompanied by his wife, Sheelagh.
Howard continued to enjoy his hobby of photography, and
travel abroad. He was Church Warden at his local church.
Howard passed away on 2nd August 2020, at the age of 88.

We also regret to announce:
Dr Brian Cudmore (1950) passed away on 6 June 2020 at the
age of 88.
Alan Matcham (1939) passed away on 15 May 2020 at the age
of 97.
Ralph Matcham (1953) passed away on 23 July 2017 at the age
of 82.
Rev David Vincent (1956) passed away on 23 September 2020
at the age of 82.

Please send content for the next edition of
Tiffnews to Alex Swift at:
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
or:
Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL
by 4 December 2020

