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From the Head's Study
It has been tremendously exciting to
see the new building rising from the
ground over the past few weeks. The
steel framework is now complete and
the ground floor concrete slab is going
in. The new extension to the sports
centre will create a superb new sports
facility and will further enhance the
sporting provision and excellence at
Tiffin.
Although the majority of the
funding has been provided by
the Government, we urgently
need to raise £200,000 to finish
and furnish the building. The
appeal is underway and we
have contacted all members of
the wider Tiffin community. So
far, it’s going very well, and we
are approaching the 50%
target. We appeal to all Old Tiffinians to please help in this
appeal so that we can continue to provide the fantastic
education to future generations of Tiffin students.
Please do donate generously to the appeal. More details can be
found on the fundraising page of the Tiffin School website:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/about/Fundraising.html
We were delighted in the summer that once again our exam
results were outstanding. In particular the A-level results were
excellent with the highest number of A* grades the School had
ever achieved! This had the obvious side-effect of allowing
more students to achieve their first choice university place,
including 22 who met Oxbridge offers.
The new term has of course started very differently with the
Sixth Form becoming co-educational from this September: 70
girls joined the Sixth Form and have very successfully integrated
into Tiffin life. The Sixth Form is much the better for the
changes that have been made, and we look forward to seeing
how it continues to progress over the next two years.
I’m very much looking forward to seeing Alumni at the dinner
in November I do hope as many of you as possible will be able
to come.
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher
Click this link: http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html for
the latest Headteacher’s newsletters
Tiffin School Twitter: @Tiffin_School

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter
Welcome to this latest edition of
Tiffnews!
I’d like to begin by thanking the
Dinner Committee of Jack Foster,
Gordon Mylchreest, Alex Swift and
John Wright for their hard work
organizing the Annual Dinner, due to
take place at Tiffin School on Friday 8
November. Our guest speaker this
year will be His Honour Judge Paul Dodgson (1969). Judge
Dodgson plans to reflect on his career at the Bar and on the
Bench in the fifty years since he left Tiffin, as well as to share
some memories of his father Reg, who many Tiffinians will
remember as a teacher and who flew Liberator Bombers during
the Second World War. As ever, all are welcome – but we
extend a particular invite to those Tiffinians celebrating 10, 20,
30, 40, 50 and 60 (or more!) years since leaving Tiffin School.
Next, I need to ask for your help. As many of you know, the
Tiffinian Association owns the Grist’s sports ground, and
manages the Thomas Dean Pavilion, home of the Old Tiffinians
Rugby, Football, and Cricket teams. Much of the work involved
in keeping the Dean Pavilion running is done by a small group
of volunteers – indeed, until his retirement as Chairman last
year, Tony Millard (1973, Life-Vice President of the Association)
could regularly be found personally carrying out repairs to keep
the building functional. Despite sterling work from the
remaining trustees, the reality is that we are running short of
manpower, and struggling to keep up with a building some
years past the point at which it should have been replaced.
Thanks to efforts driven by Greg Nutt (2000, President of OTFC)
we now have a masterplan in place for how the site could and
should be developed in future years to meet the needs of Tiffin
School, the Old Tiffinian sports teams, and community users.
But we need help to turn this plan into reality – to apply for
grants, to raise donations, and to consider sustainable financial
models. And we also need help with the day-to-day operation
of the site. If you have some time to spare, a willingness to help,
and an interest in Grist’s – perhaps as a current or former Old
Tiffs player – please drop me an email via:
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
I’d also like to congratulate Tiffin School, on behalf of all of us,
for producing another impressive generation of Old Tiffinians. I
represented the Association at the School’s Leavers’
Celebration on 12 September, and once again found the
breadth and depth of achievement on display deeply
impressive. I think many of us forget, after a few years go by,
just how talented many of our classmates were, and what a
range of different things they did. Samir Desai (2001) presented
the prizes and encouraged the outgoing class of 2019 with the
story of how he wound up as CEO of Funding Circle.

Each of the departing students
received a Tiffinian Association
tie, and I was glad to see so many
remove the tie they were
wearing and replace it with our
purple and silver stripes. We also
enjoyed
an
incredible
performance from the Tiffin
Chamber Choir – featuring a
number of Tiffin School’s new
female sixth-form students. We
stopped describing ourselves as
an “old boys” association a few
years ago. But two years from now we will welcome those same
students as our first female Old Tiffinians.

To view the 2019 university destinations, click here:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/University%20
Destinations%202019.pdf

To view the 2019 university courses, click here:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/University%20
Courses%202019.pdf

The 108th Tiffin School Alumni Dinner
in the School Dining Hall
6.15pm for 7.30pm, Friday 8 November 2019

Finally, I’d like to thank you all once again for your continued
support of and interest in the Tiffinian Association. Each of us
shares in a wonderful legacy. That much is clear every time I
return to hear about the latest developments at the School. But
each of us is also part of a wider lifelong community, and that
is something truly to be celebrated.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the dinner in
November!
James Strong (2003)
Chairman, The Tiffinian Association

Excellent GCSE grades
These have been extremely pleasing:
 Counting the new 7 and above as equivalent to grade
A/A*, Tiffin achieved 75.27% grade 9-7, rating it with
other top comparable schools
 2 students achieved 12 grade 9s!


To view the 2019 GCSE results, click here:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SC
HOOL%20GCSE%20RESULTS%202019.pdf

Excellent A Level Results

Inviting all alumni and former staff; particularly
encouraging those whose year of leaving ends with ‘9’.
.
The event, in the School’s dining hall, will start with predinner drinks from 6.15pm and an optional tour of the
School. After the dinner, we will hear from Old Tiffinian, His
Honour Judge Paul Dodgson (1969), about his father, the late
Reg Dodgson (a former Tiffin Deputy Headmaster, Physics
Master and Raleigh Housemaster), his own school memories
and his time as a judge.
Tickets, at last year’s price of £40 each (including wine on the
table), may be purchased:


Online by visiting the Events page of the
TiffinFriends website



By sending a cheque made out to 'The Tiffinian
Association' to The Tiffinian Association, c/o Tiffin
School, Queen Elizabeth Road, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL



Directly into the Tiffinian Association bank account
(account number 71886533; sort code 40-26-12)
quoting your name as the reference and emailing us
at TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk to advise us that you
have paid directly.

Once again, our students have achieved outstanding A
Level results:
 84.15% of grades at A*- B



29% of the Tiffin entries were awarded an A*
30 students achieved 3A*s or better

We congratulate all the boys and wish them all the best for the
next phase of their lives.
To view the 2019 A level results, click here:
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SC
HOOL%20GCE%20RESULTS%202019.pdf
The high achievement of our students, among other things,
allows them to progress to the courses and universities of their
choice, and once again we have very high numbers of students
achieving places at Russell Group universities, and this year 22
students will be going on to Oxbridge colleges.

Dress code: Black tie, Tiffin blazer or lounge suit.
Partners are welcome to attend.
At the time of booking, please advise us of any dietary
requirements and any seating preferences.

Thames Hare & Hounds
Alumni Cross Country Race, 2019

Tiffinian Association
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the
Tiffinian Association Limited which will be held at 20:00 on
Monday 4 November 2019 in room 66 at Tiffin School,
Queen Elizabeth Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2
6RL to transact the following business:
1) Welcome to Members
2) Apologies for Absence
3) Chairman's Report
4) Financial Report
5) Appointment of Auditors
6) Elections to the Board of Directors
In accordance with the articles of association, the following
Directors retire by rotation and offer themselves for reelection:
Toby Brown, James Strong
..ooo0ooo...
At the conclusion of the formal meeting, the Chairman will
open the meeting to the members present for a general
discussion on the affairs of the Association.
...ooo0ooo...
The current Board of Trustees is as follows:
Toby Brown – Secretary
Mark Darby
Kieron Garlic
Stuart Lester
Oliver Mackie
James McNicholas
Peter Osborne – Treasurer
Phil Phillips
James Strong – Chairman
TAL Manager: Alex Swift
If you would like to attend this year’s Tiffinian Association
AGM, please email your name to
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

For more than sixty years, Thames Hare and Hounds has
organised an annual cross-country running race on
Wimbledon Common for teams of school alumni.
This year’s race will take place at 2.30pm on Saturday 14
December 2019, staring at the Thames Headquarters – in the
south corner of the playing fields to the east of the Robin
Hood roundabout on the A3. It’s a classic course of five miles
with varied terrain. In recent years, the race has become
increasingly popular, attracting about 150 entrants from
around 30 schools. Thames charge a fee of £5 per entrant.
OT Sean Renfer (2006) is again co-ordinating the Tiffin entry.
If you are interested in taking part, please email Sean
at seanrenfer@aol.co.uk

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our ninety-nineth lunch was held at our usual venue on
Thursday, 11th July ie. Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Road,
Tolworth, Surrey KT6 7DE meeting at 12.30pm, for lunch at
1pm, departure about 3pm.
The 12 present were: David Baron, David & Sheila Chaffey,
Dennis Clarke, John Dibley, Jack Foster, Godfrey Jillings, Greer
Kirkwood, Tony Millard, Bob Neville, Roy Rathbone, John
Wright.
We sat in the sun for pre-drinks and then retired for lunch
slightly late due to an M25 block. Willy Harper gave up and
returned home, David Baron actually made it exhausted, while
David Ingall reported ill. It was good to see Godfrey Jillings &
Bob Neville on their annual visits. Otherwise the gathering
enjoyed the usual excellent lunch.
Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on
the day.
Finally, the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.

Events for your Diary
8 November 2019 Tiffin School Alumni Dinner
24 November 2019 Tiffin Oratorio – Mozart’s Requiem
12 December 2019 OT Christmas Social Lunch

Future Thursday dates are:
Christmas: 12th December 2019
Spring: 2nd April 2020
All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring guests,
please let me know on 01483-850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

18 December 2019 Tiffin School Evening Carol Service
Greer Kirkwood

People

100 Club Membership
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the
Association’s income so please consider becoming a
member. The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by
standing order. The prizes are £50 each month, plus halfyearly major prizes of £1,000.
The
entrance
form
can
be
obtained
via:
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, Guildford,
Surrey
GU2
9LX
or
01483
850705
or
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

OTA 100 Club
Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows:
Previous win
May 2019

£50 Greer Kirkwood

2019

June 2019

£50 Mrs Beryl Armstrong

2017

June 2019

£1,000 Stuart Vidler

2018

July 2019

£50 James Rudofsky

2019

Professor Timothy Reeves [1962]
Tim was recently awarded the prestigious Farrer Memorial
Medal, said to be the highest agricultural recognition in
Australia, by the Farrer Memorial Trust. It was awarded to
recognise his contribution to sustainable agriculture. At the
presentation of the medal, Dr John Radcliffe said ‘I congratulate
Professor Reeves, whose 50 year career has contributed to
positive advances in Australia and overseas. As a pioneer of notill and conservation agriculture research at the Rutherglen
Research Institute his impact can be seen in the modern
farming practices we use today.’
The recipient of the medal is invited to deliver the Farrer
Oration. For Tim’s oration, please click the following link:
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/11
47967/Farrer-memorial-oration-2019-reeves.pdf

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social
Lunch. The readers may be disappointed that the above
winners are doing so regularly, but at least we have a new
member joining the winners list. While Stuart Vidler wins the
‘big one’ for the first time.
Congratulations to those above and thanking all members for
their support.
Tim and his partner, Patricia, with the Farrer Medal

Thank you for your support of the
Tiffinian Association
The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old
Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building
activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org
website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of
career groups for the benefit of alumni and students.
To expand our support for the School or support the
Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for
more information.

Roger Garfitt [1962]

Tiffinian Sport
The 106th Old Tiffinian Skiff Race
The Old Tiffinian Skiff Marathon was held on Sunday 22nd
September 2019 in mainly clement weather despite the
forecast thunder, lightning and rain.

Roger has written a new book of poetry entitled: ‘The Action’.
A cricketing poem from ‘The Action’:
Slow work,
you would think, building… I never knew
it could be so passionate until you threw
your fast bowler’s back into plastering
our living room wall.
Some spell
you put in that afternoon, one continual
shoulder roll of the hawk over the
wall until it was sheer in the
original sense and shone.
That night
from the sofa you’d glimpse it again,
run up on a spliff and a couple
of cans and throw yourself
into oblivion.
The long
back gathering to its pitch – that’s how
your sister was these last six months,
insistent she should drive so she
didn’t have to think,
the runs
to the hospice easier to focus on, for all
the roadworks, the overnight closures,
the diversions through small towns
in the small hours, than the
one thought
running under everything – or they were
until stalled headlights on Clee Hill
showed a lad thrown
off his motorbike.
Strange how
the perception altered in those months
that were like living on the run,
services to services, fuelled
up on double shots,
time as
tangible as the road surfaces worn
under our wheels. I see myself
now as one of those lads you
coached, learning to hold
speed in,
to pace my run over the changing
ground as if nothing could
throw the arm off
its deliberate arc.

Five crews took part, 2 more than last year, which included a
crew of young Tiffin rowers, 2 sixth formers and 1 who left this
summer. They had never skiffed before and were recruited by
Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing at the School. The race was to
begin at 11pm and I took them out at 9.30 to show them the
ropes of skiffing, which was fairly easy as they are all proficient
scullers. It is a handicap race with a cup for the best time and a
cup for the winner on handicap on the river. The race was
officiated and timed as usual by Hobs Hobson who thankfully
gives up his time to assist.

The five crews set off followed by the spectator boat and the
initial overall handicap had reduced from 4.30 to 1.30 by the
finish so the crews closed and overtook without incident. The
winners on handicap on the water actually put up the fastest
time and this crew was John Bevan and Julian Kapica coxed by
Patricia Cammack. In this case the handicap trophy went to the
second crew home on the water which was the school crew
above of Harry Pham-Thanh and Jonathon Bennet coxed by
Gabriel Armstrong. These new young recruits were very
welcome since of the eight other skiffers, seven are over 60!

Thanks to all who assisted and took part and to Dittons Skiff and
Punting Club who host the event and provide the skiffs and
sculls. Please contact me David Gattey on 07831 855548 or
dsgattey@btinternet.com if you are interested in competing
next year

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club
Old Tiffinians 1st XV have made a tremendous start to the
2019/20 season, winning all three of their opening games. The
side have accumulated 14 out of a possible 15 points and
currently sit just one point off the top of London South West 3.
This tally is made even more impressive by the fact that two of
these games, Gosport and Fareham and United Services
Portsmouth, took place away from home in the depths of
Hampshire. Nonetheless, the team has shown phenomenal
heart and great commitment on the field to come away with
some very impressive early season results.
The first assignment
was a trip to
Gosport and an
inaugural
fixture
between Gosport
and Fareham RFC
and Old Tiffinians. A
severe availability
crisis,
something
that has been a
feature
of
the
season so far, struck
at the very time of
asking. Luckily Andy
Staples
was
planning to be in
the
Portsmouth
area on family
business and he
went on to star at
scrumhalf
giving
onlookers an 80minute masterclass.
A fantastic debut
from Jack Corcoran
at loose head prop
steadied the scrum on a day where the Old Tiffs front five
scored all the tries. In front of a noisy home crowd, who
obviously expected their side to come away with a convincing
win having come down from the league above last season, the
OT’s defence held firm. Current skipper Tom Carvill and former
captain Jaewon Jang (2010) scored tries as well as a rather
fortuitous effort from Mike O’Connell who effected a grubber
with his knee and proceeded to dot down. Sharif Dougramaji
(2015) took over the kicking duties from where Gavin Griffith
(2018) had left off last year and the job was done. OT’s had
silenced the home crowd and come away with a 20-11 away
win thanks to a heroic defensive effort in the second half.
At the time of writing this early season summary, we are
currently experiencing an incredible deluge of rain, so it seems
implausible that only two weeks ago Old Tiffs took on
Warlingham at Grists in over 25 degrees heat. Talk of cancelling
games for incredibly dry and dangerously hard pitches has since
been swapped for news of flash flooding but the conditions did
enable Tiffs to spread the ball in attack. The first half saw a great

scrum move which enabled Pedro Campos Silva to run 40m and
score in the corner off first phase. Indomitable defence and two
penalties from Sharif helped back this up but repeated
infringements at the offside line allowed Warlingham back into
the half. 11-11 at half time. The second half Tiffs were far the
better side and a star performance from Sharif, scoring two
tries, led them to a 38-18 victory in front of the home fans.
For the second time in three weeks the boys then faced a trip
down the A3 to Portsmouth. Old foes USP awaited on their
incredibly vast but incredibly nice grass pitch. The boys found
themselves immediately under the cosh and Will Nichols (2013)
was sent to the sin bin after one too many team offences. USP
eventually scored after camping in the Tiffs 22, but Tiffs knew
that the wind would be on their side in the second period. The
boys managed to go in at half time only two points down, again
aided by a freak try from Mike O’Connell as he intercepted from
the scrum and trundled over. It was more hearty effort than
clean execution in the second half but two tries from Josh
Graham (2014) helped the side pick up an impressive bonus
point win, outpointing their opponents 35-26.
The boys now look forward to welcoming Basingstoke to Grists
on October 5 before yet another trip to Portsmouth in what is
some quite outrageous fixture organising by the RFU. A strong
start means there is plenty of optimism for the season ahead as
Old Tiffs look to top last year’s fourth-placed finish.
New players always welcome.
Please contact player registrar Josh Graham (2014)
(joshuagraham99@gmail.com/07983354621) or captain Tom
Carvill.
Training at Battersea Millennium Park, Wednesdays 8pm.
Old Tiffinian Rugby Fixtures 2019-2020
Alex Cassidy (2009)

Old Tiffinian Football Club
Where has the summer gone, I hear you ask?
Last I checked, OTFC had miraculously saved at
least 3 of the 5 senior teams from relegation
(through administrative lobbying, rather than
play quality), and the Vets team had just got
promoted. In the interim however, there have been a fair few
changes and updates across the club.
Firstly, we had a fantastic tour to a former European Capital of
Culture in Lille, where some footballing and non-footballing
diversions were enjoyed. Football was played (a meaty 5-5
draw between Le OTFC vs La OTFC), football was watched (both
Premier League in a bar, and Ligue 1 in Lille OSC’s new stadium
vs Nantes FC). But an OTFC Tour wouldn’t be complete without
some cultural learnings:
Lesson 1: Flemish-style beers are noticeably stronger than your
standard English lagers - part of the reason they are served in
schooners rather than pints. Thus, it was quickly learned to
treat the beers with respect - savour and enjoy, rather than
neck indiscriminately.

Lesson 2: Eurostar is a very civilised way to travel. Less than 2
hours and you’re right in the heart of Lille, and avoids all the
security hassle at the airport and is much easier to get to. Don’t
- unless you really have to - fly from a regional airport in Italy,
accidentally miss your flight to Paris by trying to board the
wrong plane, and then get another train many hours later. It is
expensive and time-consuming, but the commitment of one
particular Tiff to adopting this route does deserve a mention.
Lesson 3: the locals are usually better at your own games than
you. After chancing upon the best Australian-themed bar in the
whole of Lille, a plucky young goalkeeper decided to introduce
some friendly local youths to join in with a perennial tour
favourite game of ‘Slaps’. So successful was he, there are
rumours John Bercow was planning to introduce this game at
the start of every PMQs to break down cultural divisions. The
Speaker should note the risks that while initially successful,
tantrums after losing are fairly commonplace.

Tiffin Golf Society
The Tiffin Golf Society continues to flourish with recent wins
over Old Surbitonians and KCS Old Boys and of course,
retention of the prestigious Surrey Schools Old Boys Trophy. All
of these results took place during the summer.

Secondly, data. Last season, the FA announced the introduction
of a digital ‘Matchday’ app - a panacea for 2019/20 to solve all
of amateur football’s administrative woes. In reality, amateur
football has realised it is merely a Pandora’s Box of the current
system’s inadequacies. For a less Tiffinian-appropriate
reference, this app is a complete and utter mess, requiring
hours of manual data migration and workarounds. As Club
Secretary, this has affected me more heavily than most due to
the sheer quantity of data that is held on each player across.
We are firm believers in digitisation and making grassroots
football as easy to access as possible, but when half your club
are unable to even log into and use this app, it does test your
faith in whether this solution was actually designed for
footballers and not just a convenient commercial shortcut for
the FA.
Thirdly, growth! We announced last season the introduction of
a new 5th team, which was incredibly successful. To further the
good news, we are looking to develop our 2nd Vets XI this
season due to a recent influx of fresh, young talent (NB: over
the age of 38). Very exciting times, and as ever, if you or anyone
you know is looking for a sociable, successful football club regardless of age - do reach out either to myself or
oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk
Tom Nichols (2011), OTFC Club Secretary

Four of the Golf Society played four brilliant days’ golf in Devon
where they played at Lyme Regis, East Devon (Budleigh
Salterton), Teignmouth (above) and Barton on Sea. They were
incredibly fortunate to have four days of glorious sunshine and
four courses that overlooked the sea. They would be delighted
if four more players could join them in 2020 (although it must
be said that they used a Surrey County Card to subsidise the
green fees for each course). Next year the equivalent dates will
be Saturday 12th to Tuesday 16th September 2020. Do let us
know if you would like to join them next year.
We have ordered another batch of golf tee / polo shirts, priced
at about £30.
The next Society meeting takes place at Betchworth Golf Club
on October 21st. TGS is open to all members of the Tiffin
community, old boys, staff, parents and present pupils alike. Do
come and join us. There is no subscription! Just write to...
Martin Williams mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

School News
A picture of Hilda Clarke (Headteacher 2009-2016) has been
hung in the School Hall, alongside the pictures of other former
Tiffin Headteachers.
Pictured (left to right) at the picture’s unveiling: Phil Phillips
(1974) (Chairman of Governors), Hilda Clarke (former
Headteacher), Mike Gascoigne (Headteacher), John Lulham
MBE (Deputy Chairman of Governors), John King (former
Deputy Headteacher).

thirty-eight boys and five members of staff to Portugal for the
annual Boys’ Choir Tour. The Choir performed four concerts
over six days, singing in churches in Porto and Coimbra, Lisbon
Cathedral and Porto’s famous bookshop, Livraria Lello.
Repertoire included Britten’s Five Flower Songs, Stanford’s
Three Motets, Richard Rodney Bennett’s A Good-Night and
Mendelssohn’s Verleih uns Frieden, which has been a firm
favourite since the Choir’s trip to Berlin in November.
The tour also saw some excellent close-harmony performances
from The Tiffinians, who, due to the secular nature of their
repertoire, spent a lot of time performing outside on the steps
of the various churches, drawing crowds of enthusiastic
passers-by. Particularly memorable were performances of
Yesterday, Build Me Up, Buttercup (in a new arrangement by
one of the basses), and the whimsically characterful Chords
song, Sh-Boom. So much did the Tiffs enjoy performing that,
embracing the true spirit of close-harmony groups, they
delighted our fellow tourists by singing pretty much
everywhere they went, including on a sightseeing boat trip
down the Douro River.
The final concert, in Lisbon Cathedral, was a real highlight of the
trip, and included some of the most committed music making
the Choir has produced in the past months. The last, heartfelt,
and shatteringly loud performance of Howells’ Coll. Reg. Te
Deum had the audience on their feet: a fitting end to the year,
and an excellent farewell for this year’s leavers.

Year 10 Physics Challenge
11,000 candidates from 205 schools took part in the Year 10
Physics Challenge, earlier this year. Competitors sat two 25
minute, 30 mark multiple-choice tests and the overall average
for all students on both papers was 33/60; the average for Tiffin
students was 41.5/60.
The aim of the competition is to encourage students in their
study of Physics and success is achieved by long-term
preparation, practicing questions regularly which stretch and
challenge thinking and raise aspirations.
Nationally, only the top 40% of candidates received a
certificate, and only the top 10% received a gold; nevertheless
Tiffin achieved 7 bronze, 10 silver and 7 gold certificates from
the 29 boys who took part. One of the students was even in the
top 100!

Tiffin School Music
As the Summer Term drew to a close, and the majority of the
school began to tidy up and wind down, the Music Department
was preparing - in an entirely calm and collected manner - to fly

The Leavers’ Celebration in September saw the very exciting
first performance of Tiffin Chamber Choir, which includes SixthForm sopranos and altos.

The Chamber Choir has a number of forthcoming
performances, including a concert at the Royal Festival Hall, a
carol service at Lambeth Palace, and two Evensong at St Luke’s
Church.

James Gilchrist Choral Masterclass
On Wednesday the 6th November,
Tiffin will be hosting a masterclass
given by tenor James Gilchrist at
4.30-6.30pm in the Main Hall of the
School. James will work with some
individual singers from the Tiffin
Boys’ Choir to share some of his
advice and experience about singing
and performing with them and the
audience. Tiffin alumni are very welcome to come and
watch and the entrance is free.
James Gilchrist is widely regarded as one of the great tenor
voices of his generation. Having begun his working life as a
Doctor, he was eventually lured into the world of
professional music making by continuous and increasingly
prestigious invitations to perform. His imaginative and
intelligent song recitals are in demand across the globe, and
his solo recordings have been critically acclaimed.
We are incredibly lucky that he has found time in his hectic
schedule to come and work with the pupils here at Tiffin
School. If you would like to attend, please email
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk with the names of those who
would like to come.

Tiffin Oratorio Concert
The Autumn Term, already well underway, has seen the
return of the Oratorio Choir, who rehearse on Wednesday
evenings 7-9pm. They are working towards the Oratorio
Concert on Sunday 24th November 2019, when they will be
performing Mozart’s Requiem and contemporary Latvian
composer Eriks Esenvalds’ Passion and Resurrection. If you
would like to attend the concert or join the choir, please
contact fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Forthcoming Tiffin Music dates:
Friday 18th
October,
6.15pm

Evensong with New
College Choir (Boys’
Choir)

New College
Chapel, Oxford

Wednesday
30th
October,
8pm

Music with Changing
Parts (Philip Glass,
Philip Glass Ensemble,
Tiffin Choirs)

Barbican

Tuesday 5th
November,
7.30pm

Night Under The Stars
(Boys’ Choir and
Chamber Choir)

Royal Festival Hall

Wednesday
6th
November
4.30pm

James Gilchrist
Masterclass

Tiffin Main Hall

Thursday
7th
November,
7.30pm

Mahler, Third
Symphony (Prague
Symphony Orchestra,
Boys’ Choir)

Anvil Arts,
Basingstoke

Tuesday
12th
November,
7.30pm

Mahler, Third
Symphony (Prague
Symphony Orchestra,
Boys’ Choir)

Cadogan Hall

Thursday
14th
November,
5.30pm

Evensong (Boys’ Choir)

St Luke’s Gibbon
Road

Tuesday
19th
November,
7pm

Ensembles Concert

Main Hall

Thursday
21st
November,
5.30pm

Evensong (Chamber
Choir)

St Luke’s Gibbon
Road

Sunday 24th
November,
7pm

Oratorio Concert:
Mozart Requiem and
Esenvalds Passion &
Resurrection

Tiffin Sports Hall

Wednesday
11th
December,
7.30pm

Britten, St Nicholas
(London Choral
Sinfonia, Boys’ Choir)

St John’s, Smith
Square

Monday
16th
December,
6pm

Carol Service

Lambeth Palace

Wednesday
18th
December,
7pm

Festival of Lessons and
Carols

Kingston Parish
Church

Music events are listed on the Tiffin Music Department
Website on the following link:
https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/home/e
vents-calendar

A tough Cup fixture against Emanuel hampered by multiple
injuries means Tiffin now play ACS Cobham in the National Plate
and after a resounding victory against Halliford, spirits and
expectations are high for this group.

If you would like to attend a music event please contact Fleur
Smith, Tiffin Music Administrator at:
fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Tiffin School Sport
Oh the times, they are a’changing. Never have these words
rung so true for Tiffin Sport. The building of the extension to the
sports hall is making rapid progress and will provide exciting
new facilities for pupils and staff including new changing space,
dance and exercise studios and a new fitness suite. Added to
this the welcome arrival of girls in the Sixth Form who have
embraced all the sport the school can offer, demonstrates Tiffin
sport is undergoing serious change and progression.
The year 12 girls have thoroughly embraced sport at Tiffin and
numbers have been excellent to training sessions for netball,
rugby, cross-country, tennis, badminton and rowing. Kits have
been ordered, fixtures will soon be arranged for these teams
and we look forward to seeing their progress and their success!

Tiffin School Rugby
The rugby season has seen the extremes of weather and
results, from rock hard pitches to torrential rain and sound
beatings to New Zealand v Tonga-esque wins. The season
began for the 1st and 2nd XVs in August with a pre-season tour
to Brighton. The use of excellent facilities and a brutal training
camp was an eye opener for some of the boys who had
returned to rugby after some time out. The opening weekend
of fixtures against Reigate proved to be tough for most teams,
with the performance of the day going to Mr Brown’s 2nd XV
who ran out 27-20 winners. The 1st XV got off the mark the
week after against Wallington, fighting back from 17-0 down to
win 19-17.

Tiffin boss the breakdown
Elsewhere in school rugby, the U13s have made huge progress
under Mr O’Connell and although are without a win, with most
games lost by only a single score, success is inevitable. The U14s
lost their first game in two years to a strong Wallington side but
came back strongly against Halliford and Emanuel.
The girls have also taken to rugby like ducks to water, training
twice a week with Mr Brown and we hope to set up a
competitive side for some fixtures this year. Here is to a
successful season!
Tiffin Standout Results:
1st XV 19 - 17 Wallington
1st XV 57 - 0 Halliford
2nd XV 27 - 20 Reigate
U14A 22 - 0 Emanuel
U15A 17 - 10 Wallington
U15B 17 - 14 Halliford
Tiffin Representative Honours: Ben Coats - Harlequins DDP,
Kai Smith, Godwin Afreh, Sam Clough - London Irish DDP, Seb
Asbridge - Surrey U18, London South Rugby League
Andy Blackburn

The 1st XV Prepare for Wallington

A Tiffin player breaks another Halliford tackle

Tiffin School Tennis
It may not be the traditional tennis season but due to the
success of last season’s year 10 side, they have progressed in
the Junior National South Tournament to the semi-finals. If
successful in the semi-final against Kingston Grammar School,
they will represent Tiffin in the final - something not achieved
by the School before.

Tiffin School Cross Country
In the first meeting of the season at Charterhouse, a Tiffin Year
9 student was the star - taking first place in the Junior race, but
the most heroic performance was from another Tiffin Year 9
student who crossed the line in an inspirational 3rd place while
carrying his left leg after getting injured during the race.
Another Year 9 was the third scorer in 15th and a Year 7
debutant closed out the silver winning quartet in 18th place,
successfully taking on one of the most challenging courses in
the cross-country circuit in his first race. The Inters and Seniors
performed well to made sure the School closed out 4th in the
south east; a very creditable performance in our first fixture of
the season.
This was followed up by our first home fixture of the season at
Grists, a 2.5km course, with one of the highest turnouts of Tiffin
students in recent years. It was also the inaugural running of
the year 7 inter-form competition, with 22 year 7s representing
both their form and their school. Our students came home in
3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th places, which was enough to secure
the overall race win for Tiffin, ahead of Oxted and John Fisher.

Tiffin School Boat Club (TSBC)
If you see the Tiffin boats at these
forthcoming regattas, please cheer
them on:
9 November 2019 - Kingston Small Boats Head
16 November 2019 - Teddington Head

Trampolining
Year 12 student, James Dowrich, began
his trampolining career 12 years ago.
He has represented Tiffin in the
schools’ national events and through
his club, and hopes to enter his first
international competition next year.
Last year he won his first National
Finals event at the EIS Arena in
Sheffield and this year he won the
National Development Pathway (NDP)
finals for his age group.
He trains for around 10 hours a week to
ensure that he can achieve his goals and is currently preparing
for this year’s League Finals in Derby in November.

De Mortuis
Ian C Dow [1960]
Ian passed away on 24 January 2018 at
the age of 75. Following Southampton
University, he became an engineering
manager and lighting designer and
worked for the BBC. He had a long and
varied career, lighting countless
television dramas (including Doctor
Who and Grange Hill),
light
entertainment shows and outside
broadcasts.

In the intermediate race, a Tiffin Year 9 student was the first
athlete home, finishing in 3rd place and just 8 seconds behind
the winner over the 4 km course. In the senior race, the Year 12
Tiffin Captain secured his first win of the season.
Next up are relays at Oxted and Grists.

Tiffin School Badminton
The Senior A and B badminton teams got off to a brilliant start
to the season, beating Reed’s by 7 games to 2 and 9 games to 0
respectively.
The game remains extremely popular at school, particularly
amongst a talented senior group of players.
Martin Williams

In 2013, Dow was awarded the Enrico Caironi Lifetime
Recognition Award.
In his retirement, he dedicated much of his time to training and
supporting students.

Christopher J Gant [1957]
Chris passed away on 2 December
2018 at the age of 80. He was in the
1st XV Rugby team, captained the
2nd XI Cricket team and was a deputy
Head Boy. He went onto Hatfield
College at Durham University, where
he read Geography.
Just before Chris left Durham he was
recruited as a trainee airport
manager in Nigeria by BOAC (British Overseas Airways
Corporation, now British Airways). After two years training he
was posted to Nigeria, where he stayed for four years. He had
married Jenny, and his son and daughter were born in Nigeria.
He returned to the UK following political and social unrest in
Nigeria.
He left BOAC to work for a company that sold goods by post and
telephone. After this he was employed by Tesco International,
who sent him around the world to source top-quality non-food
items.
During his time with Tesco he bought a smallholding in
Yorkshire and began to rear sheep, pigs, goats and ducks. After
leaving Tesco he and Jenny bought a Bed and Breakfast in
Moreton-in-Marsh.
After Jenny passed away, he moved to Stamford where he
became a member of the local choir and was a keen horseman,
golfer and yachtsman. He loved flying and was an avid
supporter of Brentford Football Club.

Cdr Dennis R Udy OBE [1960]
Cdr Dennis Udy passed away on 15
June 2019 at the age of 77.
He initially embarked on a student
apprenticeship with Allen West
and Co. in Brighton “to learn the
art, trade and business of an
electrical engineer“. To help pay
his rent during this time he bought
items from Brighton Antiques
Market early on a Saturday
morning then sold them later that night in the pub. He attended
Brighton Polytechnic at the same time.
When Allen West was taken-over, he went to work for Parker
Pen in Quality Control. One year later he took up a short service
commission with the Royal Navy and after two years was
selected to convert to a full service commission. This meant he
followed both his grandfather and great grandfather into the
Navy.
Following the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in July 1974,
Andromeda was detailed to rescue civilians trapped in the
battle for Kyrenia. Dennis was Duty Officer during the rescue
operation.

In 1992, he was appointed to Director General Ship Refit (Bath).
Dennis pioneered the concept of Reliability Centred
Maintenance (RCM) to deliver both cost savings and
improvements in availability. He was an excellent engineer and
a very practical man, both at work and at home.
On June 11th 1994 he was presented with his OBE by the Queen
for his work in the Navy.
He finally retired from the Royal Navy in 1995, having been
given a short extension of service. During his career he served
on HMS London, Andromeda, Naiad, Boxer and RSA Diligence
and was in charge of the refit of HMS Invincible.
The concept of service carried on into his retirement. Dennis
was an active Rotarian twice serving as President of his local
Club.

We also regret to announce:
John Moatt (1944) died 22 February 2019 at the age of 91.
Dr Tom Weinberger (1960) passed away on 7 June 2019 at
the age of 76, following a 5-year battle with cancer.
David C White (1964) passed away on 5 February 2019 at the
age of 72.

Please send content for the next edition
of Tiffnews to Alex Swift at:
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
or:
Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL
by 2 December 2019

